CALL TO ACTION
Charter Schools Education Committee Tomorrow
March 2, 2021
Tomorrow’s House Education Committee agenda lists HSB 242 Charter Schools on the agenda. 
RSAI provided testimony at the Subcommittee meeting today found on the RSAI web site at: https://www.rsaia.org/2021-legislative-session.html. Rep. Wheeler chaired the subcommittee and voted to move the bill forward. Rep. Ingels on the Subcommittee said he was primarily interested in Charter Schools that were chartered by school boards, but voted to move the bill forward. Rep. Mascher was also on the subcommittee, but did not vote to move the bill forward. 
Please contact your Representative on the Committee and ask them to vote no on Charter Schools that are founded by an outside group, without school board approval. See last week’s Report for a detailed description of the bill, if you have additional questions. 
In addition to the talking points in the testimony shared with the Subcommittee, here’s another resource. ISFIS summarized a report, Review of Separating Fact & Fiction, by Mary Miron, Western Michigan University, and William Mathis and Kevin Welner, University of Colorado, Boulder, February 2015. Find the ISFIS Summary for additional thoughts to share. Key points to stress: 
· Charter schools run by private companies are not subject to the same transparency and oversight as public schools. 
· Charter schools run by private companies are just like vouchers: they shift resources from public schools to private schools and do not perform any better for needy students. 
· Public dollars should be used for public purposes. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Charter schools that fail to open due to low enrollment or close due to financial or performance reasons require public schools to pick up the tab. The Fiscal Note to the Governor’s School Choice bill noted that closures would come at the expense of property taxes through SBRC authority. Forbes Magazine in 2018 stated that over 2,500 charter schools had closed in the last decade due to financial or performance issues, or both. 
Here is the list of legislators who would benefit from outreach before the Committee tomorrow, which is scheduled for 2:00 PM. If you hear anything back, please let us know. 
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RSAI | 1201 63rd Street, Des Moines, IA 50311 | (515) 251-5970 | www.rsaia.org
Margaret Buckton, Professional Advocate, margaret@iowaschoolfinance.com
· Dustin D. Hite (R, District 79)
· RasTafari Smith (D, District 62)
· Jacob Bossman (R, District 6)
· Holly Brink (R, District 80)
· Sue Cahill (D, District 71)
· Cecil Dolecheck (R, District 24)
· Molly Donahue (D, District 68)
· Tracy Ehlert (D, District 70)
· Joel Fry (R, District 27)
· Garrett Gobble (R, District 38)
· Chad Ingels (R, District 64)
· David Kerr (R, District 88)
· Mary Mascher (D, District 86)
· Thomas Jay Moore (R, District 21)
· Sandy Salmon (R, District 63)
· Ray Sorensen (R, District 20)
· Art Staed (D, District 66)
· Sharon Sue Steckman (D, District 53)
· Henry Stone (R, District 7)
· Phil Thompson (R, District 47)
· Cindy Winckler (District  9)
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