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On November 20, 2013 we celebrate the
second anniversary of the Planned Giving
Program. At its inception, Roots of Change
partnered with the Edmonton Community
Foundation (ECF) to ensure that the Program
was professionally managed. This partnership also safeguarded the continuation of
Father Denis Hebert’s missionary work well
into the future. It is a long-term strategy to
extend the legacy of his love and support for
the poor in Nicaragua.
After almost 25 years of missionary service in Nicaragua, Father Denis has had the
unique opportunity to work with numerous
individuals. Many have become very close to
Father, having known him for most of their
lives. As children they were drawn to him by
his kindness and by the support he offered
to them and their families. Over time, these
relationships built the kind of trust found in
the closest of families.

Today, a number of these trusted friends —
Father’s extended family — form the Board
of Directors of FUNDACCO, the right arm and
agent of the Roots of Change Foundation.
FUNDACCO was established in 2007 by Father
Denis with a mandate to carry on his missionary
work in Nicaragua with funding support
from Roots of Change Foundation in Canada.

Through this unique partnership, a formidable
engine of hope has been set in motion and is
breaking down the cycle of poverty in Nicaragua.

In establishing the Planned Giving Program we
have put in place a mechanism for ensuring
this work continues to benefit future generations of the extended family.

Planned giving is a strategy by which you can
maximize your donation to support the
contination of Father Denis’ work. Through the
ECF endowments, program, not only do you
receive a tax benefit for your contribution, but
more importantly, the investment continues
to grow in perpetuity. Each year the interest
earned on investments is applied to programs
that feed hungry families, educate their
children, and provide medical care to their
communities. Thus, your donations continue
to bring much needed hope and solidarity to
the poor in Nicaragua.
We are grateful for the support the Planned
Giving Program has received since its inception. Through the generosity of our donors,
six endowment funds have been established
with a combined value of close to $146,000.
To date, investment in the program is made
up of donations from; corporate shares 11%,
will estates 10%, general donations 39%,
Board members' donations 29% and
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Planned Giving Program (cont.)

Board of Directors

donations from the Greater St. a revised Planned Giving
Albert Catholic Schools 11%. brochure will be available in
2014 on the Roots of Change
This coming year, a new
website. Also, a public inforeducational phase will begin
mation session is planned for
for the Planned Giving Program.
early in the new year. We will
The focus will be on various
keep you posted.
aspects of estate planning
– a major component of
For further information about
planned giving.
the Planned Giving Program, or
to make a contribution to the
We trust that this information
Program, please contact Richard
will be helpful for you and
LeBlanc at PlannedGiving@
your family as you strive to be
rootsofchange.ca or contact
good stewards of your personal
the Edmonton Community
and/or business assets.
Foundation directly for inforVarious aspects of planned
mation on the various ways
giving will be highlighted in
you can contribute.
upcoming newsletters, and

President - Eugene Malo
Vice President - Gary Hutnan
Secretary - Rita Hebert
Treasurer - Else Annich
Community Liaison Raymonde Schile
Delegation Coordinator Michel Lapointe
Donations Administrator Richard LeBlanc
Project Administrator Jocelyne Durocher
Scholarship Coordinator John Schile
Director at large Jeannine de Moissac
Director at large - Yves Moquin

Significant Growth in Services at San Raphael Clinic
With an annual budget of over $35,000 the San
Raphael Clinic in the Edgard Lang neighbourhood of Managua is the largest single project
supported by Roots of Change. This Clinic,
which was built and is owned by our partner
FUNDACCO, serves people who would otherwise not get the medical help they need.
The fulltime staff includes one doctor,
a lab technician, a pharmacist and
security guards. The Clinic is open six
days a week. Over 200 patients are
seen every month, with over 90% of
them children under the age of 14.
Primary health services are provided
mostly in pediatrics, internal medicine
and obstetrics-gynecology.

Over 90% of patients
seen at the Clinic are
children under the
age of 14.
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In pediatrics, the demand for services
has been increasing steadily as a result
of the growing interest of mothers in
preventing disease in their children.
Consultations with mothers now
routinely include vaccination updates
and queries about their children’s
general health, resulting occasionally
in the early detection of chronic,
infectious and congenital diseases.

Consultations regarding internal medicine are
also increasing, mostly for non-transmissible
chronic diseases, followed by infectious
diseases. The Clinic regularly helps elderly
and disabled people, giving them free medical
care and medications. These services greatly

improve the quality of life for these people
who are the most marginalized of the local
population.

The Clinic has seen extraordinary progress in
the last year with respect to the impact of the
obstetrics and gynecology services provided.
This is due in part to a national campaign of
pre-natal care to reduce infant mortality, and in
part to the recent introduction of Pap smears
at the Clinic. The provision of this test has
resulted in more instances of early detection
of cervical and uterine cancers and more
referrals to specialists for treatment.
The pharmacy is also serving more patients
who benefit from the low drug prices at the
Clinic, as well as from the increased variety
of pharmaceuticals to treat the most common
diseases.

The Clinic's laboratory has seen growth as
well, with increased intakes and variety of
lab tests conducted to meet the needs of the
population. Lastly, nursing procedures are
expanding, with special attention currently on
surgical sterilization.
Staff of the San Raphael Clinic appreciate the
ongoing financial support from the Roots of
Change Foundation. With your help they are
delivering community medicine through a
flexible, non-bureaucratic and creative
approach that leads to a greater quality of
life for their patients.

Un partenariat pour l’espérance au Nicaragua

Renewing the Cycle of Hope - Geyzel Martinez
Seven years ago Maradiaga Geysel (Hazel) Ramona
Martinez began working as an administrative
officer with FUNDACCO in her home community
of Cinco Pinos about 200 km north of Managua.
She grew up with four sisters and three brothers
in a closeknit family. “Although we always had
needs, Geysel says, I always had the love of my
family and the love of God that were paramount.”

The extended family now numbers 26 people;
some have their own homes and some, like
Geysel, still live with their father, a cabinetmaker,
and their mother. Their family is fortunate to have
eight members who have attended college,
including Geysel who earned a degree in
business administration.

As a founding member of the Cinco Pinos Savings
and Credit Union, Geysel also promotes the
benefits of membership in the cooperative. The
biggest challenge to date has been making people
aware so that they understand the benefits. These
difficulties do not discourage her,
however, and she looks forward
to one day having many more
partners working together to
improve their lives.

In fact, her hopes for the credit
union extend beyond Cinco Pinos
to include nearby municipalities
so they too can benefit from a
self-directed economy. “To have
a cooperative in your community
At 33 years of age, Geysel is inspired to help the
means you can have more favorpeople in her community become educated and
able policies and easy access to
make their own decisions on how to help themcredit so you can develop your
selves out of a life of poverty. She credits her
career path to a meeting with Father Denis almost community,” says Geysel.
20 years ago when he came to Cinco Pinos to
FUNDACCO is the only organizaspeak to the youth group she belonged to. Since
tion helping young people in Cinco
then she has learned “that we are entrepreneurs Pinos, and these efforts have been
and we are capable to move forward." Geysel
well rewarded. “Through the work
delivers this message every day in her work as an of FUNDACCO, says Geysel, "we have learned to
administrative officer with FUNDACCO.
work together; we are all able to do our own
business and we can all be entrepreneurs in
In the past seven years there have been many
community development."
significant changes arising from FUNDACCO
programs in Cinco Pinos. Several families have
benefited from new or improved housing, a
number of low-income youth have earned or
are working on university degrees, several new
latrines were built, and a sense of empowerment
is palpable in the community. “Many families have
been able to realize their dreams with all these
projects facilitated by FUNDACCO,” says Geysel.
Before, these things were impossible for poor
families, but thanks to God, through FUNDACCO,
they have happened.”

When she is not administering projects for
FUNDCCO, Geysel participates in the pastoral care
of the parish and she also helps her aging parents.
She feels blessed to be part of the effort to develop
the potential of individuals to serve others and
improve their lives.
"We feel more fulfilled and have hope for the
future for ourselves, our families and our
community."

Geyzel Martinez

“Many families
have been able
to realize their
dreams with all
these projects
facilitated by
FUNDACCO.”

Merci -Thank you for your support
• St. Albert Self Storage for temporary
storage of medical supplies prior to
transport to Nicaragua
• Donors directing their contributions
to the Roots of Change Planned Giving
Program
• École La Prairie, Red Deer (mosaic
fundraiser; see photo at right)
• A special Thank You to Charla LeBlanc
for her years of service as Secretary on
the Board of Directors... and for painting
the delightful mural in Cincos Pinos
(see photo at far right)
una sociedad de esperanza para Nicaragua
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New Volunteer Coordinator Maria Saulnier

Artefact Sales Nov - Dec 2013

Maria Saulnier first heard of Roots of Change through the Social Action Committee
at Holy Family Parish. She got involved in the sale of artefacts and later met Father
Denis at a summer BBQ. After hearing him speak at length
about the mission and the work of the Foundation, she
decided to get more involved and took up an invitation to
come to the September and October Board meetings.
In her new role, Maria will keep track of our volunteers and
match them to tasks that mesh with their talents and
timetables. If you would like to help with occasional tasks
such as logistics for the annual fundraiser, assisting with
artefact inventory and sales, or packing donated supplies for
shipment, please contact Maria at 780 392-2451.

Nov 9

10 - 3pm Holy Family Parish
75 Poirier Ave. St. Albert

Nov 10

10 - 3pm "Just in Time"
Star of the North Retreat Centre
3A St. Vital Ave. St. Albert

Nov 24

10 am Paroisse francophone
Connelly McKinley Chapel
9 Muir Dr. St. Albert

Dec 15

12 - 5pm "Marché de Noël"
Cité Francophone
8627-91 rue, Edmonton

Board Meetings
Nov 17 Board Mtg 2pm Edmonton
Jan 19 Board Mtg 2 pm Edmonton
Feb 23 Board Mtg 2 pm Edmonton
Venez connaitre le Nicaragua!
Le CÉFFA vous invite à vivre une expérience
unique, amusante et éducationnelle à la fois.
Du 24 janvier au 2 février 2014, un groupe de 15
adultes se rendra au Nicaragua pour connaitre
les projets de développement de FUNDACCO.
De plus, nous aurons l’occasion de mettre la main
à la pâte dans un des nombreux projets en cours
là-bas. La date limite pour s’y inscrire est le
20 novembre. Faites partie de notre délégation!

On October 5th Raymonde, Maria and Gary braved cool temperatures and enjoyed a warm
reception as they greeted the public at the St Albert Farmers' Market. The trio distributed
brochures and newsletters and chatted with shoppers about Roots of Change projects.

Voir le site web www.ceffa.ca
pour plus de détails.
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Roots of Change Foundation
Source de developpement
PO Box 92 St. Albert, Alberta Canada T8N 1N2
www.rootsofchange.ca/Donate.html
President: Eugene Malo tel 780 438-4930
Eugene.Malo@rootsofchange.ca

The goal for our 2013
campaign is $200,000
and the estimated cost of
this publication is $2000
(printing and mailing costs
combined).

I would like to contribute the sum of $ ____________to help the poor of Nicaragua.

Online and monthly
donations can now be
made by credit card
through
CanadaHelps.org

Name
Address
City

Prov

Registered Charity Number 81320 5077 RR0001
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Postal Code
Canada Revenue Agency: http://www.cra.gc.ca/charities.html

