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Letter from the Director 
 

The distinction between possibility and probability is a very fine line.  Possibility can be answered with a yes or a no, 
probability involves the odds of answering yes or no.  The Museum definitely took a hit during the “pandemic” but is it 
possible to come back, even surpass our past success?  The answer is an astounding: YES.  The probability that this will 
happen: 100%.  The failsafe is that the Museum has the product and we are continually finding new ways to market it. 
When one door closes (or at least partially shuts), another opens. 
 

The Museum has seen an influx of guests from Nevada and California and the Phoenix Metropolis.  The guests are now 
exploring their own back yard, so to speak.  When Europe tears down that pandemic wall, the lure of Route 66 will be 
greater than ever and the Museums will be here to greet these foreign travelers.  
 

The Museum is a vessel that will never be half full or half empty but always filled to the brim with spectacular exhibits 
and knowledge being distributed to all that wish to partake. 
 

I would like to step out of my comfort zone of verbiage laden metaphors and concentrate on something that lends itself 
to simplicity of thought.  I will begin by thanking the Museum volunteers, past and present, for the selfless work that 
they perform for the betterment of this institution.  The Museum volunteers comprise a group of people that have served 
and continue to serve in various positions to keep the Museum functioning at the highest level.  
 

I have a tendency to often take things for granted and sometimes this goes for our volunteers but I snap back into the 
reality that these people are truly the backbone of our Museum.  One group of volunteers that are often overlooked is the 
Museum’s Board of Directors.  The Board volunteers their time and experience to manage both the finances and staffing 
of this fine Museum.  
 

Ordinary people are comfortable with the daily mundane; extra-ordinary individuals build bridges and the gifted ascend 
to the calling of “VOLUNTEER”.  The only thing that is lacking in a perfect scenario is our numbers.  There is no  
problem that cannot be fixed and the answer is please come down and join a team that is unsurpassed in ability and  
decency! I invite you to become a volunteer. 
 

I am sad to say that Andy Sansom, long time Museum Board Member and Library Volunteer will be moving to Tucson 
in September.  Andy will be gone but never forgotten and will no doubt stay involved in promoting Mohave County’s 
rich history.  May good fortune follow you wherever you travel Andy. 
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In the first week of August 1922, ninety-eight years ago, the community of Kingman saw the completion and 
opening of a new and modern hospital complex on West Beale Street. 
 

From the local Mohave Miner newspaper of August 4th, 1922 comes the following report:  “Last Monday 
evening one of the most delightful and interesting assemblages of people came together to view that  
magnificent structure from every angle.  Not one unfavorable comment was heard during the entire evening, 
the people being surprised with the beautiful structure, the convenience of the rooms, the wonderful sun  
parlors and everything that goes to make an up-to-the minute hospital”. 
 

The X-Ray room was furnished with the latest model machine and every other necessary medical item for that 
era was on hand for diagnosis and any major medical operations.  There were individual rooms for handling 
32 patients complete with beds and necessary fixtures.  Handling the patient workload would be the duties of 
four nurses immediately and more were to be hired in the near future. 
 

Mohave County officials had the foresight to provide a much needed modern hospital facility in old  
downtown because the County population was in the process of doubling from 5,000 souls to 10,000 with  
the advent of the expanding mining activity in the County. 
 

I wasn’t around for the grand opening of the Mohave County Hospital but I do have history with the grand  
old edifice. 
 

My grandmother was employed as a cook at the hospital during the 1930s and my grandfather was severely 
burned on his face and upper body in an accident while working for the Mohave County Roads Department 
during the early 1950s and had to spend time in the hospital recovering.  I can remember visiting him during 
his stay and he looked the part of an Egyptian mummy due to the extent of his bandages and gauze dressings.  
All I could see were his eyes.  Somewhat traumatic for a 6 year old boy. 
 

Sad to say, the Mohave County Hospital was demolished a number of  years ago and the area where the  
hospital stood so proudly is now a part of the athletic field complex at Lee Williams High School. 
 

I miss our old hospital because it was so grand and served the County for so many years.  Time and progress, 
however, march to a different tune than a lot of us are comfortable or satisfied with.  That is life. 

Sorry I Couldn’t Make the Opening 

Contributed by Charles Cook 

Mohave General Hospital ca. 1940  The old Kingman High 
School is in the right portion of the photo. 

Nurses Mary Blaker and Mae McCullen in the  
surgery.  Ca. 1964 
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!Coming Soon! 
 

Bob Boze Bell, author, artist, Arizona historian and former Kingman resident,  
has generously donated one of his paintings as well as  

one of his books to benefit the Museum. 
 

The painting entitled:, 

“Doc Holliday in Colorado” 
along with his book titled:  

“The Illustrated Life and Times of Doc Holliday”  
 will be raffled in the near future. 

 

Proceeds will benefit the Museum. 
 

We are in the process  
of dialing in the details on the  
raffle so please stayed tuned! 

 

 

 
 

 

Looking to get out of the house and ease the Covid Crazies? 
 

The Mohave Museum of History and Arts,  
as well as the Route 66 Museum could use a few good volunteers. 

 
The Museums provide a clean and Covid conscience environment.  All safety precautions have been taken  

to protect our volunteers along with the general public.  There are positions available in the  
Mohave Museum Research Facility that do not include direct contact with the public.    

 

No experience is needed.  Basic computer skills are really great but not required.   
We can teach you what you need to know to be a stellar addition to our team!! 

 

If interested please call Mickey for details 
Wednesdays or Thursdays 9am to 4pm at 928-753-3195. 

 
Your help will be greatly appreciated.  

 

Please consider becoming a volunteer. 
 

Thank you! 
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1940 
 

Sept. 19,    W.S. Ford, contractor, began construction Tuesday on a new annex to the present school  
 building at the Boriana mine.  The job is scheduled to be completed before next Monday.   

 The present building was made to care for about 30 students, but this year the enrollment at 
 the Boriana school has increased to 52. 
    

Aug. 15,   Two duck pin bowling alleys will be in operation tonight when the Kingman Bowling Alleys  
 is opened to local bowling enthusiasts, according to Gene Donovan, owner.  Donovan further 
 stated that within the next few days work will begin on the construction of two regulation 

 bowling alleys. 

50 years ago from the Mohave County Miner 

 

1970 
 

Sept. 17,   The Junior Class of Kingman High School will sponsor a dance Friday night following the football game 
 with Henderson.  The dance will be held in the Girl’s Gym and the doors will open at 10:30 and the dance 
 will end at 12.  Music will be furnished by the “Little Creedence.” 
 
 
 

Oct. 1,      Andy Devine is coming home to Kingman October 3.  The lovable star of screen, radio, 
 stage and television will be honored during his visit by the celebration of “Andy Devine 
 Day,” a Kingman milestone officially proclaimed by Mayor Hughes. 
 
 
 

Oct. 22,      The awesome dilemma of today’s schools and the need to “shape schools for the   
 70s” will be the focus of American Education Week to be observed here and  
 across the country October 25-31.  Once a year, since 1921 schools throughout  
 the nation have opened their doors during American Education Week for 
 the public to come in and see firsthand what goes on inside the classroom. 
 

80 years ago from the Mohave County Miner 



5 

 

1920 

 

Sept. 18,     Cane Beds having recently been granted a voting precinct, held its first pr imary election, Sept. 7th.   
 A fairly good vote was registered, considering the fact that a number of people were away from home. 
 
 

Oct. 9,  All girls waiting on tables at the Harvey House were recently granted a $10 per month raise in salary. 
 
 

Oct. 10,   School began in Yucca last Monday.  We did not learn the teacher’s name, but we did hear the coming  
 term gave promise of a very efficient one.  It would be well for parents to remember that school work is 
 team work, and prepare to pull with, not against, the teacher.  School teachers who are conscientiously  
 doing their “bit” are doing a grand work for the whole world, and they are human enough to appreciate  
 appreciation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

100 years ago from the Mohave County Miner 

 

Mohave Memories 
Newsletter and Museum Memberships 

 

Mohave County Historical Society, Inc. 
invites you to participate in preserving our past and building our future. 

 

General Member  $ 30.00 
Includes member and immediate family, 

free admission to Mohave Museum, 
Route 66 Museum & Bonelli House. 

 

Supporting Member  $100.00 
Includes all General Member benefits, 

plus no-charge research assistance from Museum staff. 
 

Business Member  $200.00 
 

Director’s Circle  $500.00 
 

Applications available online 

www.mohavemuseum.org/resources 

or call 928-753-3195 
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Membership Renewals 

Leo F. & Wendie G. Black, Mesquite, NV 

Mike Issel, Golden Valley, AZ 

Dorothy Brown 

Patricia Rydstrom 

Doug & Patty Bradley 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cox 

Ms. Phyllis Eaton 

Mr. & Mrs. William Ekstrom 

Robert & Roxanne Freiday 

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Schritter 

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Graves, Colorado Springs, CO 

William A. Wales 

Travis & Missy Eaton, Mesquite, NV 

Ralph & Lyneya Eaton, Henderson, NV 

Rex & Judy Becker 

John J. & Anne Collins 

Rick & Janell Chambers, Camp Verde, AZ 

New Memberships 

Eriketa M. Cirulli 

Kitty (Graves) Cirulli, Baffalo, NY 

Daniel & Terri Jones 

Margaret Olson 

Ms. Clairann P. Cave 

David C. & Lynda M. French 

Doris Lightwine 

Ms. Joan McCall 

Delbert L. & Dorothy Campbell, Lake Havasu City, AZ 

Frank & Sharon Popp, Golden Valley, AZ 

Mr. Denny Shaeffer 

Pat Russell 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Otto 

Karen & Bill Collins 

Roger & Coleen Smith, Meadview, AZ 

Dan C. & Jean Bishop 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nora Morrison 

Bob & Ricki Greathead 

Gail Salmon 

Ronald & Linda Doty, Golden Valley, AZ 

Mrs. Dorothy LaPorte-Husser 

John & Donna Touchette 

Martin & Shawn Pedi       
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Memorials  
If a Memorial donation is not designated for a specific purpose, it will be used at the Museum’s discretion. 

 Donor In Memory Of  
 
 Marcia J. Rodney Elmer L. Graves 
 Jack M. Kesler Doris L. Goodale 
 Joan McCall Christina Marie Cave 
 Joan McCall Doris L. Goodale 
 James E. Attebery June Marie Attebery Giansoldati 
 James E. Attebery Sylvester H. Attebery 
 James E. Attebery Yvonne Attebery Slayton 
 James E. Attebery Edythe Virginia Attebery - Estep 
 James E. Attebery Elmer L. Graves 
 Wm. Bryan & Barbara Graves Elmer L. Graves 
 Ben Lamb & Pat Mullen-Lamb William J. "Bill" Bailey 
 Ben Lamb & Pat Mullen-Lamb Anthony "Tony" James Baxter 
 Ben Lamb & Pat Mullen-Lamb Christina Marie Cave 
 Ben Lamb & Pat Mullen-Lamb Elmer L. Graves 

Currently available in the Mohave Museum gift shop. 
 

May also be purchased by phone at 928-753-3195.  
$16.95,  210 pgs. 



8 

 
Mohave Museum  

of History and Arts 
 

400 West Beale Street 
Kingman, AZ 86401-5708 

928-753-3195 

 
Email: museum@mohavemuseum.org 

 

Web: www.mohavemuseum.org 

 
Published bi-monthly by 

Mohave County  
Historical Society, Inc. 

 
          President ············ Bill Wales 
          Director ············· Shannon Rossiter 
          Printer ··············· H&H Printers, Inc. 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Kingman, AZ 

Permit 41 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

September - October 2020 


