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THE APRIL MEETING

May 1942

The April meetirig of the Club was held in Room 504 lMills Bldg. on
the evening of April 6th. Guest speaker of the evening was Mr, Arthur
F..Halloran, Refuge Manager of the San Andres National ¥Vildlife Ref-
uge near Ias Cruces, New Mexico. Mr. Halloran gave a thoroughly en-
joyable and interesting tslk on the re¢fuge, and particularly the birds
_of the refuge. He ssid in opening that since the San Andres Refuge is

“" primarily 2 big game refuge for the Bighorn Sheep, he had not dcvotc

. a great deal of attention to the bird life there, but his trlk showcd
.considerable knowledge and intcrest in birds. AS 2 result of his talk
it wgs’decided for the Club to hold its May mceting in the form of a

fleld %$r'tp to thc San Andres Refuge.,
Club Secrotery Mrs. J. Owen Allen read o paper on"Alblnlsm in
Blrds" ‘the text of which is publighed in this issue.

THE MAY MEETING

The May mecting of the E1 Paso Bird Study Club will be held on

Sunday, May drd, at Ash Springs, in thc San Andres National Wildlifc
efuge. One of the rcfuge personnel will mcet and accompany thc group

throughout the day. Rcfuge Manager Halloran has suggcested that mem-
bers plan to arrive at the refuge heedquartors not later than 9 am.
At least onc party is plenning to drive up on Saturday sfternoon znd
camp out overnight at Ash Springs. Others should lcave E1 Paso not
later than 7 am., on Sunday. Go prepared to spcnd the day out of doors
and carry sufficent food for one or two mcals. The placc sclccted for
the meeting - Ash Springs - is located in the mountnin foothills wherc
there are trees nnd wnter, It is accessible by car ~11 the way.

Directions for recaching the refuge hendqu-rters ~rc as follows: .
Procced to Ias Cruces, then turn north on the Alrmogordo highway, fol-
lowing it for 74 miles; there turn lcft on a gravel rond merkcd to
"Hornado Range Experlmont Strtion." Procced for ~bout 17 milcs. Tho
San Andres Refuge Hendquarters is locsted right 2t the Horncdo Experi-
ment Station. 3Bring binoculnrs ~nd c¢~merrs, ~nd look forw~rd to =~
thoroughly cnjoy~ble diy. This will be the 1l~st mocting until £111,

THE HUMMINGBIRD

A winged rocket curving through The bees forgot to sound 2lnrm,
An ~methystine niry sen, And did not pruse their gates 1o
Blew up the magazines of dew lock;
Within the fortress of the bee. A topaz terror took by storm

The tall tower of the hollyhocKa.
Some say the tulip mortar sent
The missile forth - I do not kmow., Around the rose 2 halo hung

I scarcely snw which way it went As if the bomb hnd becn & geom,
The flash of flame surpriscd mc so. And round the dthlﬂ’s head thorc
swung

A bl~- de that looked & diqdcm.

Whnt morc befell I cnnnot sqy,
The ruby glint ~nd emerald gleam
So dazed my sensc, the .garden lay
Aroun@ me like ~n opal dream.

Maurice Thompson
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AIBINISM IN BIRDS
by Mrs. J, Owen Allen

Albinism is due to a congenital deficiency of pigment in all or
part of the body. It ocours in all species and in all climates.

It is a recessive trait which behaves according to Mendel's Iaw
which was discovered by the Austrian monk, Mendel, After years of ex-
perimenting with peas he learned that the inheritance of characters in
plants and animals depends upon certein units being present or absent
in the germplasm,

This principle when applied to albinism means that if a pure albi-
no parent and a pure normsl one are mated that &1l of their bdbrood
would be normally colored. However, some of them would be carriers of
the albino strain,

When two of these ocarriers are mated, their brood would show one
normal bird, two normal colored csrriers, and one pure albino.

Natural coloring is & dominant charscteristic while albinism is a
recessive one. So, if an albino or a normal colored carrier is mated
with a natural colored bird there would be only normal colored dbroods,
although & number of the offspring would be carriers of the albinistic
Btraino

But when two pure albino parents are mated, their broods will al-
ways be pure albinos one hundred percent. )

When partial 21binism is transmitted to the offspring the white
areas are not inherited in s particular region but may appear anywhere
on the body. The inheritence of identical white patches which are not
normel to the species would then be the result of a mutation and not
of albinism., A mutation is an actual change in the units of the germ-
plasm. By selective breeding it would be possible to produce eny num-
ber of these peculiarly marked birds,

Some birds are wholly pigmented in summer and sutumn, while in
winter and spring they change to almost completely white plumage. The
ptarmigan is & well-known example of geasonel "albinism". All of the
bird's autumnal feathers change more or less to white. Moulting may
be a contributing factor, although this has never been definitely de-
termined, The eyes always remain wholly pigmented when this seasonal
change ocours,.

Partial albinism may be induced by the absemce of the stimulus of
- 1light, change of food, and {or} other environmental conditions. How-
ever, such changes are only temporery.

Many observers report that albinistic individuals ere most numer-
oug in the autumn. Part of this is probably due to the confusion of
mottled immatures with partisl albinos. Albinistic birds would 2lso
have a tendency to disappear &3 they are very conspicuous, sre aller-
gic to certsin foods, have blood which does not coagulate well, ond
are subject to certain diseases,

Observers also report that albino birds seem more shy, while birds
of prey heving this trait appear to be more crafty in hunting. At auy
rate these characteristics would certeinly help 2n 8lbino in his strug
gle for gurvival,

Otler field reports indicate that albinism is most common - iong
sparrows, robins, and crows, although there is no scientific dmta to
support this,

Partial alvinism is also reported to be far more prevslent tasn
pure 2lbinism, which is as would be expected.

Physical weakness and inbreeding are thought to be causes of al-
binism. It is believed that brown pigment is most likely to distppear,

The Krider's Hawk, which is albinistic in appearsnce, scems to be
merely a light colored form of the Red-tail; however, as certain nreas
always remain light, though variations in size and intensity do occur,
this hawk might be a mutant form. However it is not a pnrtial albino,
since the pigment seems to bte distributed in more or less uniform
areas.,

Among domesticated birds it is interestingto note that we find sev-
eral species of white chickens, ducks, geese, guineas, turkeys, pigeon:
etes, These fowls are entirely l=acking in pigment.

This article was written as n result of 2 discussion which arose
at 2 recent Club meeting, in which a member reported having seen a
raven with a lerge white spot on its brec~st, and that an identicelly
marked bird of the same gpecies was seen in the same area seversl yearc
before« The question arose as to whether or not it was the same bird,
On the bagig of the foregoing information we conclude that this wes
either the same bird or a mutant offspring. Since mutations are very
rare it was probnbly the same bird.

We wish to thank Dr., Anton Berkman of the Texns College of Mines,
the Research Department of the F1l Paso Public Librrry, ~nd Tom Kirksey,
President of the Club, for their veluable nssistancs. (end)
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. OUTSTANDING BIRDING AREAS OF THE SOQOUTH--
WEST {(continued) ;

THE SACRAMENTO MOUNTAINS OF NEW MEXICO
by M~ry Belle Keefer

Gloudcroft -
Mhe comperatively short drive of about 105 miles from El P2so to

Clouderoft in the Sacramento Mountains in south-eentral New Mexieco
t1kes one into or through three Life Zones. “ il sk

~ leaving the hot vnrlley where mesouite.ond creosote tush are.chnr-
~cteristic plonts and where Gombel's Qu~il, Ro~drunner, White-necked
Reven, Verdin, Mockingbird, n»nd Pyrrhuloxis are common birds, we begin
t6 olimb 2%t ILaluz through the pinon pine ~nd juniper belt of the Upper
Sonoran Zone.

Gr-dunlly these low growths give way to taller trees and we find
ourselves in the pine forest of the higher slopcs where we have 1scen-
ded to the Transition Zonse.

When we reach the villrge of Clouderoft we hnve attnined n eleve-
tion of 9000 feet. The slopes nnd ridges nll ebout are covered with
yellow pine, the commponcst trec found there, some white pine, m-ple,
porticul-rly on the lower slopes, ~spens, which lend beruty with their
golden le~ves in nutumn, ~nd some spruce. Also the pink-flowered lo=-
cugt is common.

My own observations hnve not been extensive enough for me to give
an ~dequnte list of the birds nt Cloudcroft, but I heve had 20cesSS to
Mrs. Lenn McBee's notes, covering sever2l summers spent there. She
1ists ns the commonest birds, to be scen on every wnlk, however short,
the following: Red-sh~fted Flicker, White-bre~sted Woodpecker, Western
Flycetcher, W. Wood Pewee, Violet-green Swallow, Purple M=rtin, Long-
crested Joy, Mountnin Chickndee, Rocky Mtn. Nuth~tch, Pysgmy (Blnck~
ecared) Nuthstech, W, House Wrem, W. Robin, Audubon'’s Hermit Thrush,
Chestnut-bocked Bluebird, W. Warbling Vireo, Audubon's Worbler, West-
orn T~n~ger, Pine Siskin, Red-backcd Junco, Grny~hceded Junco,

The following are fairly common, but not ~lways secn on 2 walk:

W. Mourning Dove, Bro~d-t~ilcd Hummingbird, Rufous Hummingbird, Recd-
n~ped Sapsucker, S~y's Phoebe, Olive-sided Flycntecher, American Raven,
Woodhouse's Jay, Mountain Blucbird, Plumbeous Vireo, Virgini~'s Anrbe
ler, Rocky Mtn. Orange-crowned W-orbler, Grece's Warbler, Block-thro~t-
8d Worbler, Townsend's W-rbler (in Aug.), M~egillivr-y's W-rbler,
Bl~ck-he~ded Grosbeak, Grecn-t-~iled Towhee, Spurred Towhee, W. Vesper
Sparrow, W. L-rk Sparrow, W. Chipping Sparrow. (the l=st three ~re
p~rticularly ~bund~nt in Aug.) e

In some sensons the Grasshopper Spnrrow, Brewer's Sp~rrow, ~nd
TLincoln's Sparrow are 2bundant in August. '

Occasion~lly seen °re: Sh-rp-shinncd Hawk, W. Red-t~il, Mcorns'
Qu~il, Merriam's Turkey, Bond-t~iled Pigeon, Barn Owl, Spotted Ol
Long-¢ared Owl, Short-e~red Owl, Stcphen's Whip-poor-will, W, Night-
nh~wk, Cnlliope Hummingbird, Mearn&?! Joodpccker, ILewis' Woodpecck.r,
Nnt~liec's (Rocky Mtn.) Sapsucker, Wright's Flycateher, Red-breoastod
Nuthateh, Yellow-hended Blackbird, Bullock's Oriole; Cowbird; "« Ev: i
ing Grosbe~k, Cnssin's Purple Finch, House Finch, Ark-nsn"s Goldfincihy,

Winter study h~s been insuffiecient to provide 2 list.

Ruidoso

nidoso, like Cloudcroft, lics within the Lincoln N-tion-l F.rocut,
It is situ~ted in the so-cnlled White-Mountnins, which #rc » northw~rd
continuntion of the Sacr-mentos, in Lincoln County, N.M., some 150
miles northeast of El Paso, the two plnces being the princip~l summer
and winter pleygrounds for El Pnsoans. ;

The rond to Ruidoso goes through the Mescrlero Ap~che Indi-~n Res-
ervotion, climbs more comfortcbly ~hd gradu~lly than the Cloudcrofi
ro~d, nd when nearing the resort pnsscs through extensivc mountain
meadows where I always expect to see bluebirds. On this trip, elso,
we encounter the eame three Life Zones, and at Ruidoso we are agein
in the Trsnsition Zone. .

Here the forest and the bird life are similer to those a2t Cloud-
ecroft, btut there are two striking physical features which Clouderoft
lacks. One is the beautiful 1little river dashing down over rocks with
n oonatant singing theat dominetes other sounds - the Rio Ruidoso; or
Noisy River, which gives the place its nrme. The other feature is
Sierra Blanca Peak, whose top, snow-covered for the greater part of
the year, ~nd reaching to sn altitude of 12,000 feet, looms over ~1ll.

The elev~tion ~t the resort is ~bout 6,500 feet or mére, but by
climbing up toward the summit of the pe~k 1t is possible to r=scend
through the three Borecl Zones to re~ch the Arciic Zone ~t the summit.
None of our observ~tions, however, were m~nde =t such heights, but were
confined to the region around the resort itself,
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Here the birds ~re for the most prrt the snme ~s those seen nt
Clouderoft, »nd I shall not repeat the list, but will conclude with 2
few remarks ~bout one bird not found 2t Cloudcroft, which is the first
bird that comes to my mind when Buidoso is mentioned. I mean the
W~ter Guzel, or Dipper.

If you go up the stre~m two or three miles p~nst the farthest sum-
mer eabin ~nd sit down to wait in sight of the water, you are pretty
gure to be rewarded by the sight of this odd little stubby-tniled
bird. He may suddenly 2ppenr, dipping ~nd teetering on 2 rock in mid-
streom from which he will presently dive headlong into the water,
swimming beneath it to emerge some distnncé awny. His dense, water-
proof plumage underlaid with oily down ennbles him to perform this
fent with complete unceoncern, =nd in winter keeps the cold out ~nd tlc
hent in, ennbling him to bear the rigors of 2 mountnin winter. He is
non-migrrtory in the State unless it is to mnke ~ slight verticnl mi-
grntion in the northern prrt of New Mexico from thg highest pr-rts of
the Sangre de Cristo Range down to the foothills.

I h-ve never heard the Dipper's song, which is dcscribed- -7s bright
and vivncious, nor have I seen its nest, but Mrs. McBee was fortun-te
to find nd photograph 2 nest which had been ab~ndoned,

OUR HERITAGE

"Every mill and form is » memori~l without inseription to tho °
birds long forgotten exccpt in the ~nn~ls of seiencc. Ignorence rc-ds
not, knows not God, sees in n bird 2 mere bit of rnim~tcd clay to be
shot in the grntific~tion of the lingering instincts of the brute -nd
the sav~ge..,The great Audubon fell on his knees in the forcst where
the Wood Thrush sang. The ignor-nt Sponish Cotholic convert dropped
his o~rs on the *mazon "nd crossed his breast in fenr, s the Bell
Bird of the South Americnn forcsts sent out its bell-like notes to
flood the listening earth; =nd in the far Northland constrained the
soul thrt has prrted with =~ 1little of its =anim~1lity, to drop ~ tear
a8 the White~thronted Sparrow drops the curtein of thc night with sig-
nal notes of soulful tendcrness, or the Blnck-c~p welcomes the rising
sun with ~ erystal note of infinite swcetness and pathos...

"Po bec able to read “nd interproet thce Gre~t Book of N~ture is
worth infinitely more than to be ~ble to rend the longunges of othor
times 2nd peoples, Blessed is the mnn who, h~ving got his eycs and
enrs open 1o the wonders of thc c~rth =nd sky, wnlks dnily "mid thingr
tr-nsformed to symbols of things ecternal. Thc leaf and flower, the
rosy fruit ~nd goldcen grain, the sun-pninted plum~gc, thc sky-inspirad
songs of the birds, ~11 - all mcke 1life worth living ~nd heaven worth
the hoping." - H.C.Munson, in Thc¢ Warbler, 0ld Serics, Vol.l,No.l,
Janu~ry-Feerurry, 1903,pp.s-4. N b

! BIRD BANDING NOTES
Issued by the Fish & Wildlife
: Scrvice .

Flyway biologists. _
uring thc spring "nd summer of 1941, Harold S. Peters, of tic At-
lntic Flyway, continued his investigntions of migratory watcrfoul in
cnstern Conndn ~nd Newfourdland 2nd during the wintcr se~son in the
Southenstern Strtes, OChnrles E. Gillh~m, of thec Mississippi Tlywny,
was simil~rly cng~ged in Aleskn ~nd in the lower Mississippi V~lloy,
Becruse of the ceriticnl condition of the Whitc-winged Dove, Dr. George
B. S~unders, of the Centrol Flyway, wns detniled to continuous investe
igrtions of thet species in the lower Rio Gronde V~lley in "Tux:s ~—nd
in e~stern Moxico. Robert Ce MeClanohon, of thc Woshington office,
wng ~gssigned to waterfowl investig-tions in the Proeirie Provincces of
Con~d~ during the summers of 1940 ~nd 194l1. ZITuther J, Goldm~n, of the
P-cific Flyway, continued his studics.of f-ctors ~ffceting watcrfowl
in Mexico -nd ~lso mrint~incd ~ check on conditions in thc Westcrn
St~tes. ;
nding work during 1940 ' “nd 1941

. : 1940 1941

Banded birds"repor‘ted......u'...-....-..o-...425,185...-...555,1’?4
Number of speciés b’nded...'..-..,..-..-..‘........44.5...........451
Returne re'ceivcd.;..~..........................33,016.’.3-....52,73?
Grond tot~l of birds bonded since 1920..eee3,712,327c04.04,069,501

Four specics - the Fork-tasiled Petrel, King Eider, Purple Sesnd-
piper, and Franklin's Grouse - were banded this year for the first
time.,

111 communications relative to Thne ROADRUNNER should te addressed 1o
Tom M. Kirksey, 809 First National B2nk Bldg., El Paso, Texss
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