CIVIL WAR ANCESTOR STORY
PVT. PERMANE ROTHROCK AND THE FLORIDA GAR
By Allison Caveglia Barash
My great, great grandmother, Sarah Louise Rothrock Hedrick, had three brothers who fought for
the Union from the state of Illinois: Samuel and Henry of the 152nd regiment and Permane who enlisted
in Company I of the 66th Illinois Volunteer Infantry, aka “The Western Sharpshooters.”
Permane was the youngest of the three brothers. He enlisted in January of 1864 at the age of
17. At 5 feet and 10 inches, he was relatively tall for that time. His occupations were listed as farmer
and carpenter. You may recall reading about George Frank Hedrick, another one of my Civil War
ancestors, and the terrible deprivation, hardships and battle experiences endured by the 66th Illinois, so
we already know that Permane suffered terribly alongside his friend George. They would muster out on
July 7, 1865.
I won’t bore you with the mundane details of his pension claim. But there’s an interesting angle
with regard to his retirement and later years. Permane retired to St. Cloud, Florida which was founded
in 1909 by Civil War vets as a colony for Union soldiers. More than 1,000 former soldiers in blue bought
land there sight unseen. One of the first things the old soldiers did was form the Lucius L. Mitchell GAR
Post, named after the first veteran to die in St. Cloud.
Several years ago, I contacted a former commander of the SUV in Florida to see what he could
find out about my ancestor. The SUV went into action and scoured Mt. Peace Cemetery in St. Cloud.
After extensive searching in the military section, they finally discovered that Uncle Permane was laid to
rest next to his wife in the non-military section. The SUV was excited about this discovery, as they didn’t
know he was a veteran, and have since added a military marker to his grave. They were incredibly
helpful.
The GAR Memorial Hall that was built by the founders of the St. Cloud “colony” still stands as the
last known existing GAR meeting hall south of the Mason-Dixon Line and is open for tours. Town tours
focusing on the homes of the veterans are also available.
Sadly, Permane developed some form of dementia in his later years and was brought up to North
Carolina in the late 1920s so that his daughter could care for him. He died on September 1, 1930 at the
age of 84. Records indicate that his daughter paid to have his remains shipped back to St. Cloud via
Southern Railway so that he could be buried with his wife.
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