
Greetings Neighbors,  

 I hope you are ready for spring. With all this rain, I would hope I would not have to water the 

lawn and flowerbeds for months. Please stay warm. The world continues to change, from day to day it 

seems.  I hope all are safe, wearing your mask, social distancing and washing your hands often. Even if 

you receive your vaccine, please continue to wear the mask, social distance and always wash your 

hands.  

 As we process all the changes, check the website, www.salemwoods.us  for updated information 

about upcoming events, such as book club, garden club, Neighborhood Watch, and other important in-

formation that is useful to the neighborhood. The webpage is updated as changes and additions are 

made. 

 The gifting on the park property on Revere Dr is complete. Parks & Recreation are in the pro-

cess of transforming it to a neighborhood park. Some progress has been made. Estimates are 2 years 

for completion with Capital Improvement Project (CIP) funds. The neighborhood will be able to provide 

input on what the park will look like when complete. As we progress check the website, 

www.salemwoods.us  for updated information about the park and other events that are useful to the 

neighborhood.  

 We hope that by not having to support the park and office property, SWCA can start operating 

like a regular civic association and invest our time and money in the neighborhood. We still need more 

board members and/or committee members and SWCA members to make it all possible. If you would 

like to become involved, please join SWCA.  

 Thank you to those that have volunteered to help on the committees.  Contact the office manag-

er, manager@salemwoods.us if int erested in any positions on the board or committees.  Please help to 

continue making SWCA a wonderful organization for Salem Woods.  

 Remember, this is your organization, and the members make it what it is now and for the fu-

ture.  

 

#VBStrong  

Pete Leavitt. President, Salem Woods Civic Association, SWCA  
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2021 SWCA Board Members  
 

President: Pete Leavitt  

 

Vice President: Kirk Traber  

 

Secretary: Tammy Almeter  
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Join SWCA Today!  
 

Help make a difference in our own community 

and join Salem Woods Civic Association today! 

Itõs very affordable at only $25 a year. 

 

And weõd love to have more people join our 

committees!  Whether its gardening, planning 

events or welcoming new neighbors, thereõs 

plenty of ways to meet new people and make a 

positive difference.  

 

Contact the SWCA Office Manager to learn 

more at manager@salemwoods.us. 

*SWCA MEETINGS ARE OPEN 

TO ALL SWCA MEMBERS *  

 

SWCA meetings are held quarterly. Currently, they 

are being held virtually. The member meetings are 

open to all SWCA members or residents that live in 

Salem Woods that would like to join SWCA (Salem 

Woods Civic Association).  

 

Email: manager@salemwoods. us for the zoom 

information and join in the fun!  

Next SWCA Meeting  
 

May 4, 2021  

7 PMñ8 PM 

Location: Zoom Meeting  

Community Yard Sale  

May 15, 2021  
 

Clean out the Spring and get ready for sum-

mer! SWCA will advertise on the readerboard, 

Nextdoor, website, Craigslist, and the Pilot. 

Rain date is May 22th.  

 

Remember to advertise and put out your 

signs for extra exposure!  

   

SWCA UPDATES  
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The days are warming up and  our neighbors are starting to get back out to walk, run, and bike. If youõre 

one of them, thatõs great! But do you know the rules of the road you should be following? 

If youõre walking or running on the street, stay on the left side of the street, facing traffic . Weõve all seen 

the drivers distracted by their phones or kids or radio or well, anything. If the vehicle is coming toward 

you, you can see the driver and have a chance to move out of the way if they donõt see you. Try to make 

eye contact with the drivers so you know they see you. When you can, walk or run on the sidewalk. Vir-

ginia Law Code 46.2 -928 does require pedestrians to walk on the sidewalk if one is present.  

Are you a biker? Some of your rules are different. You always ride on the right side of the street, with 

the flow of traffic . You follow the same rules as a motorist. Know your hand signals when youõre turning. 

Itõs not the law for anyone over the age of 14, but wear your helmet. Itõs just safer.  

Whether youõre running, walking, or biking, you really shouldnõt have headphones in, but if you do, 

make sure the volume is turned down so you can hear whatõs going on around you. You can also take one 

earbud out if you have noise -canceling headphones. Wear bright colored clothing, even during the day so 

youõre not so easy to miss. Taking advantage of the cooler times, early morning or evening? Wear reflec-

tive gear and wear some lights. There are all kinds of armbands and ankle bands with lights. A hat with 

lights is a good idea too when itõs dark out so you can see the road. Make sure you have reflectors on 

your bike and adding some lights to the front and the back would be a good idea.  

Donõt forget a phone. Just in case. If you donõt like carrying your regular phone because itõs too big or you 

donõt want to drop it and break it or lose it, consider getting a cheapy phone that is small and allows you 

to make a call, text, and take pictures. Taking pictures can be important if someone seems to be follow-

ing you or harasses you.  Donõt forget to let someone know when youõre going out, about how long you 

expect to be gone, and the route you intend to take. And of course, donõt forget your water just in case 

youõre out longer than expected. 

Wave! Wave to your fellow neighbors that are out and about. Acknowledge them. Why? Well, itõs polite 

and itõs neighborly. And two, they are more likely to remember you passing by should something happen 

to you. 

RULES OF THE ROAD  
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Neighborhood Watch Program  
 

 Did you know Salem Woods used to have a Neighborhood Watch program? We did! And now we 

are working to bring it back. Why you ask? Great question.  

 Having a Neighborhood Watch will enhance our neighborhoodõs security by increasing communi-

tyõs awareness of burglary and other neighborhood crime through a continuing information program, 

making recommendations to assist neighbors in making their property more secure, developing a neigh-

borhood action program where neighbors help watch each otherõs property and report suspicious persons 

and activities to law enforcement agencies, and encouraging all citizens to cooperate with law enforce-

ment agencies in reporting crimes.  

 What are some of the things we, as community members, do for Neighborhood Watch?  

¶ Get to know your neighbors  

¶ Be alert to unfamiliar faces and their activities.  

¶ Make note of suspicious vehicles.  

¶ Call in suspicious activity to police via the non -emergency number, 385 -5000 

 What do we need to formalize our Neighborhood Watch program? A few things from each of you.  

¶ A Neighbor Watch Coordinator  

¶ Block Captains for each section  

¶ Watchers (this should be everyone)  

 Virginia Beach Police Department requires 50% of our neighborhood to participate in the pro-

gram. Participation means at least being a Watcher, watching out for your neighbors.  We can do this!  

 Visit www.vbgov.com/government/departments/police/opsdiv/Pages/NeighborhoodWatch.aspx and 

review the Neighborhood Watch Online Training. It is a PowerPoint and takes approximately 10 

minutes to go through, no quiz at the end. There is a certificate sheet at the end that shows the police 

department that you have viewed their training.  

To find out more, join us for our next zoom meeting, April 13, 2021, 7:00 PM.  

Email manager@salemwoods.us for the zoom meeting info.  
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 Code Enforcement enforces the city's property maintenance ordinances citywide. The ordinances apply to 

undeveloped and developed private properties. The time allowed for correcting most property maintenance viola-

tions is seven days. Failure to comply with a notice of violation may result in a summons being issued to appear in 

General District Court, or abatement by the city's contractor with all costs billed to the property owner. If the bill 

is not paid, a lien is placed against the property.  

  

 Common Property Maintenance Violations Include:  

Overgrown Grass/Weeds (City Code 23 -50b); Accumulation of Trash and Garbage (City Code 23 -50a) - It 

is unlawful for any property owner or occupant to allow grass or weeds to grow over 10 inches in height. This code 

also prohibits any accumulation of trash, garbage or litter on the premises.  

 

Open Storage of Junk (City Code 23 -48) - It is unlawful for any property owner or occupant to store dilapidated 

furniture, appliances, machinery, building materials or any other item which is rusted, wrecked, junked, disman-

tled or inoperative on private property. Licensed junk dealers are exempt.  

 

Waste Management (Chapter 31 of the City Code) - Provisions of the code are enforced that govern the prepa-

ration, storage and disposal of waste. These provisions also address waste receptacle placement and storage, dump-

ster screening and private waste collection at the Oceanfront.  

 

Inoperable Vehicle Ordinance (City Code 16 -40) - Vehicles must be in operating condition and must have ei-

ther a valid state license plate or a valid inspection sticker, and cannot be in a dismantled or wrecked condition.  

 

Commercial Vehicles Parked in Residential or Apartment Districts (City Code 16 -41.1) - Commercial ve-

hicles parked in residential or apartment districts are subject to certain restrictions.  

 

Parking and Storage of Recreational Equipment and Non -Commercial Trailers (City Code Section 16 -

41.2) - Major recreational equipment and non -commercial trailers parked or stored in residential areas are subject 

to certain limitations.  

 

Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs...(Virginia Maintenance Code Sec. 303) - Swimming pools,spas, hot 

tubs and related equipment shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, and in good repair. Enclosures 

are required for private swimming pools, hot tubs and spas, containing water more than 24 inches in depth and 

shall be completely surrounded by a fence or barrier at least 48 inches in height above the finished ground level 

measured on the side of the barrier away from the pool. Gates and doors in such barriers shall be self -closing and 

self-latching. It shall be unlawful for any person to own or control any outdoor swimming pool without having a 

fence surrounding such swimming pool, irrespective of the date on which such swimming pool was constructed.  

 

Contact Information  
Code Enforcement  
Direct: (757) 385 -4421  

Email: HouseNP@vbgov.com 

 

 

Property Maintenance Inspections by the City  

SeeClickFix App  
 

Need to report a problem to the city? Now itõs so easy! Just download 

the SeeClickFix app to your phone and/or tablet and report away. 

What can you report? City Park damage, fire ants, graffiti on public 

buildings or property, dead animals on the roads, flooded roadways, 

potholes, broken sidewalks, and so much more. You can send pictures 

too. 

Got a bulky item pickup? You can use the app to schedule that too.  

Want to speak to someone, you can call 311 through the app too.  
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