
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Worship
Sunday, January 10, 2021 – Baptism of Our Lord

Prelude - When Jesus Came to Jordan setting by Jacqueline Nappi

GATHERING

Gathering Hymn - When Jesus Came to Jordan 305

We gather in the name of the Father a and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Let us confess our sin.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

THIS IS THE FEAST

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
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This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Let us pray

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in
your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

First Reading – Genesis 1:1-5
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was
good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for
us. God created and continues to create new life.
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

Psalm 29

Refrain

Refrain
 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength.
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness.
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. 
Refrain
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
 7The voice | of the LORD bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
 8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. 
Refrain
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.  And in the temple of
the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!”
 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  Refrain
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Second Reading - Acts 19:1-7
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never
heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit
comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where
he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became
believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into
what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with
the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in
Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and
prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them.

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit
descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out
to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down
and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.”
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just
as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a
dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.”

Sermon

Hymn of the Day - Crashing Waters at Creation 455

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
people in need.

A brief silence.

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim the
forgiveness of sins, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s goodness is
revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for
peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them mercy,
for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer especially for Audrey, Barbara,
Jan, Johanna, Tony, JoAnn, Leon, Janet, Joyce, Ida, Debbie, Phyllis, Blanche, Leslie, Bob, Ellie,
Tracey, Fran, Gus, that God shower compassion, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking renewal in their
daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness inspire us in
our baptismal vocations, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells
among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

Great Thanksgiving
Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy Holy Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of powe’r and might; Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
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and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.   Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Come to the banquet for all is ready.

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Holy Communion will be available in the church parking lot on Sundays,
from 11:15 am - 12:00 pm

Please do not leave your car. We will come to you and deliver a wafer and wine or grape juice. It will
be served to you in a foam bowl. Please take the elements and distribute among those in your vehicle
and then dispose of the cups and bowl when you get home.

Prayer after Communion
God of the welcome table,
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with all,
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn - God, Whose Almighty Word 673

Postlude - Wade in the Water setting by William Farley Smith
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The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God.

Prayer of the Church (Members):  Audrey Pearson, Barbara Hadden, Jan Franzen, Johanna Nikitscher, Tony
Perrotte, JoAnn and Leon Bowman, Janet Ravert, Joyce Veazey, Ida Elliott, Debbie Fullbright, Phyllis Jenkins,
Blanche Bragg, Leslie Johnson, Bob and Ellie DeVries, Tracey Dissel, Fran Whitfield, Gus Holshouser

Our sympathy to the family of Staryl Braisted (father of Dawn York), who died on Tuesday, Dec 22, 2020 at
the Hospice House in Pinehurst NC

Our sympathy to the family of Bonnie Marple who died on December 28, 2020 in Wilmington, NC.

Prayer List Changes – If you have names to add, or delete at any time - 
email staff, or call the office.

Prayer of the Church (Friends): Kay Matthews [Tony’s mother], Robert Meissner [Tony’s uncle], and Dian and
Gina Piazza [friends] (by Tony and Penni Perrotte); Laura Williams (friend of Amanda Anderson), Bill Lopatta
(uncle of Amanda Anderson), Jane L (friend of Robin Winfree), Tim and Sue Williams (friends of the Foremans),
Phillip Idom & Warner Ettinger (friends of the Perrotte’s), Pamela Kildahl (sister of Wendy Waugh), Sara Russell
(sister of Anna Snyder), Susan Freeman, her husband Don and daughter Emma (by Joan Pepper), Sayge Lindsay
(grandson of Alta Lindsay), Cary Grant (friend of Greg and Jeanna Hudgins), Lydia Taylor (cousin of Bee Ellertson),
Susan Roberts (friend of Kathy Anderson), Donore Lantz (friend of Judy Schlegel), MJ Chevalier (sister of Marcy
Brown), Roketta Hudgins (mother of Greg Hudgins), Gay Reed (friend of Robin Winfree), Sally Midyette (mother of
Kathy Anderson),  Jacki and Steven and daughters (friends of Joan Pepper), Zach Maier (cousin of Kathy
Anderson), Lois Horn (friend of Penni Perrotte), Brady Laubert (grandson of Pam and Steve Taylor), Staci Dominick
(daughter-in-law of Ted and Diana Dominick), Marti Casalino (friend of Marcia Redman), David Deardorff (cousin
of Marlene Coulter), Virginia Hinshaw (great-grandmother of Kayden and Hunter Hinshaw), Michelle Meadors, Tony
Blackwell (cousin of Pat Casper), Gad Kainer, Peggy Stevens (by John and Linda Foreman), Nancy Randle (niece of
Ann and Larry Grovenstein), Eric Tabert (nephew of Deb Tabert), Dean Greg Jones of Duke Divinity, Chuck Noll
(friend of the Waugh’s), Kenneth and Shirley Craig (by Pat Casper), Blackwell and Miller families (by Pat Casper),
the Jolly Family (by Marlene Coulter), Armenia and Artsakh (friends of Judy Schlegel), William and Barbara Wilson
(parents of Bill Wilson), Mark Ahrendsen (friend of Marcia and Bill Wilson), Marjorie Bower (daughter of Doug and
Fran Whitfield), Linda Leslie (mother of Sean Slane), Rufous Coulter (brother-in-law of Marlene Coulter), Rev. Kyle
Randle (nephew of Ann and Larry Grovenstein), Cathy White, (niece of Ann and Larry Grovenstein), Jimmy
Holshouser (brother of Gus Holshouser), Paul DeVries (brother of Bob DeVries), Steve, Erin, JD, Emmett and
Rowan Simmons (Preschool Family), Twila Dahl (sister-in-law of Bill Dahl and Martha Dahl), Gini Rinkus (friend of
the Dominicks)

“Light a Candle” -- Candles are lit for prayer intentions. To "light a candle for someone" indicates one's
intention to say a prayer for another person, and the candle symbolizes that prayer. The candle screen and
votive candles are in the Narthex of the church, along with wood tapers to light them with. You are
welcome to come, light a candle, and pray. If you come after hours or when no staff is in the building, please
put out the candle before you leave. Staff will check during the daytimes when they are there to make sure all
are put out.

Opportunities to Worship
We will continue outdoor worship for the first 50 people who come on Sunday mornings at 10 am. We are

also broadcasting these services over fm radio channel 87.9 fm with a local transmission station if you wish to
stay in your vehicle. We are using Now the Feast and Celebration for the outside worship. You will be
required to bring your own chair(s) and we will guide you to distance the placement of the chairs in the back
parking lot near the Memorial Garden and the mobile classroom. MASKS ARE REQUIRED. Hand sanitizing
dispensers will be available at the entrance to the worship space. 

Holy communion is being served during this service and available as drive through from approximately
11:15 am until 12:00 noon, weekly, as well.
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We continue to record Setting One weekly. So those who have enjoyed receiving weekly worship on
our Vimeo channel can continue to do so.

In-Person Worship Policy: In the event of rain on Sunday, we will not hold in person services.  We will
do our best to notify the congregation on Saturday of cancellation if the weather forecast suggests over 50%
chance of rain or snow on Sunday morning. The best determinate of cancellation is to check the weather when
you wake up and if it is raining or snowing on Sunday morning, we will not be holding in person worship. 

 Pastor Scott

Pour a cup of tea or coffee and join the Pastor and Vicar for Coffee Hour on Mondays on Zoom from
10-11. We are looking forward to seeing you, chatting, and catching up.  Here is the info:
Topic: Coffee Hour with the Pastor and Vicar, Time: 10:00-11:00 am on Mondays
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/91351103753?pwd=WVVCRlgrSUhhLzJWN3pPYnlyL25LZz09
Meeting ID: 913 5110 3753  – Password: 292680

Scott Anderson is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom Bible Study on Thursday mornings.
Topic: Bible Study - Daniel –  Time: 10:30 am on Thursdays. Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/946532621?pwd=UTJqYjV0V3laMmpROStMdGRvTGFhUT09  
Meeting ID: 946 532 621  – Password: 402561

Martin Luther King Interfaith Celebration
ONLINE Sunday, Jan 17, 2021 at 3:30 pm – www.ctkcary.com/dreamfest
For the second year in a row, Christ the King Lutheran Church in Cary, NC, will host the interfaith
prayer service that is part of the Town of Cary’s “Dreamfest” during the weekend of Martin Luther King
Day. Set for Sunday, January 17, at 3:30 pm, the service will originate from Christ the King and will be
live streamed on the church’s YouTube channel. Similarly, this year’s guest preacher, Rev. Brenda Smith,
until recently the director of the ELCA’s Book of Faith Initiative, will participate from Chicago via video.
Music will be provided by a small Gospel ensemble from Pleasant Grove Church of Cary and by Dr.
Abraham Cáceres of Worldhousemusic. Also participating will be CTK member Vicki Gallagher with the
“virtual MLK experience” which she leads at NC State. Other event sponsors are Beth Shalom
Synagogue, the Islamic Association/Cary Mosque, the Town of Cary, the Cary Area Ministerial Alliance
and the Triangle Conference of the NC Lutheran Synod. The service can be viewed live on January 17 at
3:30 pm at www.ctkcary.com/dreamfest or as a recording after the live event.

Be Kind – The ‘Be Kind’ t-shirts and yard signs are now available only at my home. If you want some, just
email me: rev.wendywaugh@gmail.com. The shirts and yard signs are still free but you may donate to the cost
of making them. T-shirts are $5.50, sweatshirts are $15.00 and yard signs with stands are $10.00. There are
plenty of shirts and yard signs still available.

St. Paul’s Calls Ministry
During this period of pandemic and uncertainty, a group of more than 20 St. Paul’s members have shared the
love of Christ with other St. Paul’s members via a frequent phone call. These calls have helped everyone to stay
connected to St. Paul’s and each other.  As we begin a new year, we are seeking volunteers to expand the
number of callers. Also, we are reaching out to anyone who is not currently receiving a call but would like to
receive calls. Please contact Phil Hart to volunteer to help with this ministry or to be put on the list for calls. Phil
may be reached by email at psbhart@gmail.com or by phone at 817-692-9487.

St. Paul’s Readers – Join in the discussion of The Water Dance, by Ta-Nehisi Coates, on Thursday, January 21
at 3 pm. Book selection for February is Reason for Hope, by Jane Goodall.

Annual Reports – It is time again for our annual reports to be submitted. Please have them to Susan Esposito
by January 20. They should come from each committee and active group at St. Paul’s. Content should include
membership and what has been accomplished in 2020. They can be left in Susan’s mailbox or emailed to
admin@stpaulsdurham.org.  If anyone has changed emails, phone, or addresses, please be sure we have that
information updated in the church office.
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