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Commandant
Byron Ruch
byme@cox.net
602-430-2010

Marines, Associates & FMF Corpsmen:
First of all, I want to say “welcome back” to all our Marines and families. It has been
extremely rough; however, it is now time to move on. It has been no secret that these past few
months have been a very difficult for the OBD, however we are Marines, and WE WILL COME
BACK.
As you might know by, we now have NEW officers and I feel confident that they will be
taking the Old Breed Detachment to new heights. I look forward to our calendar filling up once
again and giving us the chance to participate in the parades and color guards.
Hope everyone has had the opportunity to receive their Covid shots by now as I know a few
of you have. I know there a few of our members who have been under the weather and pray their
turn comes soon.
The Old Breed Detachment has been fortunate enough to gain a few new members over the
last few months. A few of our new members have the drive and possibility of climbing the ladder,
and it is great to see especially our younger ones stepping up, so let’s show our support as they are
the future of the Old Breed Detachment.
Please keep in mind our Veterans in harm’s way and their families that they may stay
safe. God Bless America, the Marine Corps and ALL OF YOU.
Commandant,
Byron Ruch
Continued on page 2

THE OLD BREED COURIER

Outgoing
Sr. Vice Commandant
Ron Donaldson
rdcpapc@yahoo.com
602-819-1922

March/April 2021

Page 2

Incoming
Commandant
Ron Donaldson

rdcpapc@yahoo.com
602-819-1922

Reflection…
Improvise, Adapt and Overcome…a mantra often used to describe how we, Marines, approach the
challenges life presents. It is this mantra that well describes the state of alertness and determination
required of your Commandant and staff this past year to meet the challenges presented as a result of the
pandemic. We as a team have discovered new ways to communicate, alternatives to meeting,
alternatives to customary fund raising, new and hopefully safer ways to serve our veterans and
Community. We have been blessed with multiple wingless angels helping to sustain the Detachment
and its ability to serve. And wasn't the Marine Corps Birthday cake cutting awesome? Please join me
in giving our Commandant Byron Ruch and his staff an accolade for embodying the essence of
improvising, adapting and overcoming.
No refection would be complete without a moment of heartfelt remorse for the brothers and sisters we
have lost in the past year in our Detachment and throughout the League.
Anticipation…
Now what? It is still too early to return to normal. And yet there are opportunities to be active and
enjoy the camaraderie you hope to enjoy as members of the Detachment. We hope to continue our
regular meetings as long as it appears safe; Marine Schaller has implemented and expanded the
Veterans Court Program and is inviting those interested to be mentors; grants have helped us
enormously and help is needed in submitting applications, the homeless served by Andre House
continue to be an opportunity to serve; there is thought to reviewing and updating the Detachment
bylaws, and the Color Guard is a continuing opportunity to give honor to our Country and Corps, too
mention a few. Our brother Marine, Tony Torres has decided to pursue real estate and is retiring as
Chaplain. We will miss his kindness and caring as Chaplain. If you are interested, let us know.
Training is available.
And while there are many opportunities to serve and be active, this League and Detachment exists
because you saw something in this organization that attracted you to join. What attracted you to join is
critically important too! While serving the goals and objectives of our League, your individual needs
should be served as well. Your input is vital to our success as an organization. Please don’t hesitate to
share.
Semper Fidelis!
Ron Donaldson

THE OLD BREED COURIER

Outgoing
Commandant
Byron Ruch
byme@cox.net
602-430-2010

Marines, Associates & FMF Corpsmen:

It has been a pleasure being your
Commandant these past two years even through
all the trials and errors. I want to thank my great
staff, for without them I could not have
succeeded. Thank you for your support during all
my oversights. There are more people than I can
count that have given me the guidance and
support and all I can say is “thanks” from the
bottom of my heart.
Thank You, God Bless and please give
your new officers and staff all the assistance that
you have given me. Keeping in mind we are the
best detachment in the Marine Corps League at
least that is my feelings.
Semper Fi,
Outgoing Commandant
Byron Ruch

March/April 2021

Page 3

Outgoing
Jr. Vice Commandant
Paul “Smitty” Smith
pasmithsr@gmail.com
480-323-5321

Many thanks to our departing Jr. Vice
Commandant Paul Smith. Due to family health
issues Smitty is unable to serve or attend our
meetings any more. Taking care of an ailing
family member can be extremely stressful and
tiring. Please keep Smitty and his family in your
prayers as they deal with the family health issues.

Incoming
Jr. Vice Commandant
???
Due to some issues with transferring membership
from another detachment, we were unable to vote
in our Jr. Vice Commandant. Come to the meeting
to see if we have been able to iron out the
problems and can get our next Jr. Vice
Commandant elected and sworn in!
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Judge Advocate
Michael Kudla

m.kudla@yahoo.com
928-345-8545

I want to first give a big appreciation to our outgoing Commandant Byron Ruch! This last year proved
difficult to every and all MCL detachments and members due to Covid and all things related. Byron had
to make many difficult decisions in order to keep the Old Breed safe. That was no easy task I'm sure, so
for that, Thank you Sir Commandant! Thank you for all you've done and thank you to your Commander
in Chief Marie who kept you in line and on task! LOL
Moving forward there is still work to be done and I appreciate being re-elected to Judge Advocate as
the competition was fierce! I still have much to learn and much to do. I like this position as it allows me
to ask questions and I'm able to learn how the MCL operates and how political it can be. Our Bylaws and
Administrative procedures are well over due to be reviewed, 2010 being the last time. I'm hoping you the
members will help me review these in the months to come.
I met with a member sometime back as I questioned whether or not I really wanted to stay in the
league. We talked for sometime and my biggest complaint and this is solely my opinion; I just get
frustrated seeing the same members doing the majority of the work whether it is parades, funerals,
fundraising, street cleanups and rummage sales. It can be exhausting to do and to watch. I just turned 51
and I'm a father to 3 kids, 11, 13, 14. I say that because I really do try to find the time for the Detachment
as much as I can as well as being a father. Do members not show up because of the day of the week we
hold our meeting? Is it the time? How can we get max participation for all meetings and for all external
events?
My other complaint was not knowing other members on a more personal level. For example, the
member I talked with had an amazing past. I found out that he was part of the winter Olympics back in
the 60’s (I believe) and he has (2) patents and he credited all of that to the Marine Corps. Anyway, I feel
our meetings are too procedural and we fail to connect with each other and how we can gain new
members. I spoke with another member and it was refreshing hearing what he did after the Corps, he
owned and operated a MAACO car painting company, soo cool for both of those members!
Semper Fi! Michael Kudla

76 years ago on February 26, 2021 one of
our fellow Native Arizonians was making
history.. 76 years ago he was one of the
United States Marines that raised the flag on
top of Mount Surabachi...right in the middle
of hell…(hand salute to Ira Hayes!)
Semper Fi Marine! Thank you for your
service! Ooh Rah!
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Color Guard Commander
Tom Marrin
tpm6804@yahoo.com
602-547-8340

The Color Guard has not been doing any events
because of the Covid virus.
UPCOMING EVENTS: At this time we only
have the POTENTIAL that there might be an
ARMED FORCES DAY PARADE in Flagstaff
on Saturday, May 15. Also, Monday, May 31 is
Memorial Day at the National Cemetery! But, at
this time we are not sure that there will be a
Ceremony again this year. Hope all members are
safe and getting a Covid shot. All members are
invited to join the Color Guard! I have the “Star
Burst” collar pins and the “Color Guard” pins if
you need them.
Semper Fi, Tom Marrin

Poundkeeper
William Francisco

william.francisco7@gmail.com
602-367-4773

Woof Woof,
Our next Growl will be Saturday, March 27,
Michael Kudla’s Doghouse, 18285 W. Sunnyslope
Ln., Waddell, AZ 83533. Phone 928-345-8545.
Please call Michael to see what chow to bring.
Woof Woof,
PDD Bill Francisco
Poundkeeper
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Co-Ball Committee
Chairman
Michael Kudla
m.kudla@yahoo.com
928-345-8545

I wrote Byron last month indicating I no longer
wish to Chair the Ball Committee. I just have a
different view on what the Birthday means. In
my 20 years as a Marine we had many Marine
Corps Balls. It was a time to celebrate the
birthday and a time to show off your Dress Blues
and chest candy and to show off your date. We
hardly ever celebrated on the 10th exactly but we
celebrated on or about that time. It was more so
based on what unit in that area could book the
hotel first. Our Birthday Balls were ALWAYS
celebrated over the 96hr liberty period due to
Veterans Day. One thing that was always done
before the 96hr period started was the Command
Cake cutting ceremony. This was rarely ever done
on the 10th just because it was the holiday
weekend. I attended (2) CMC Birthday Balls in
D.C. that were always on a Saturday before the
10th or closely after. If the 10th was on a
Saturday then even better.
Having been deployed to Afghanistan in 2005,
we did in fact celebrate the birthday of the Corps
on the 10th with a cake cutting ceremony because
there was no 96hr liberty pass! For me, it is not
about celebrating the Birthday on the 10th as
much as it is celebrating with my Marine Brothers
and Sisters together where ever we are and as
close to the birthday as we can, normally on the
weekend before so we could drink alot and recover over the weekend!
I would be happy to make the scarlet and gold
chocolates again this year if the new committee
wishes to incorporate into the ball.
Semper Fi,
Michael Kudla
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Paymaster
Maria Jones

OBDPaymaster@gmail.com
602-684-3648
February 13, 2021, marked the 78th anniversary of the Marine Corps Women Reserve. In
commemoration of that the WMA (Women Marines Association) we wanted to place roses
on the graves of the women who paved the path for the rest of us. Gladys Adame Nichols
(member of the OBD) and myself took on the responsibility of locating the graves. Covid
presented it’s challenge as we were not able to walk into the cemetery office and request
information nor were they returning our calls, we had no other choice but to actually walk
the cemeteries and see if we could locate the graves that way as the search tools will not
allow you to search by gender or branch only by name. We visited a couple of the military
sections of the cemetery only to find that the majority of the females head stones reflected
“loving mother and wife,” “His wife,” “grandmother” and it could be that they were all
wives or widows that were there but I was heartbroken to see the lack of acknowledgment
of their service Marine or service. We ended up at the National Cemetery where we also
walked the sections in search of any grave marker that acknowledged the
service of these great women, we did have a little better luck there however the realization
that we are “The Fewer The Prouder” was evident. The experience has made me appreciate
their service a whole lot more and value their example. It also makes me value the OBD
and what it offers us as Marines, the bond, the guidance, opportunity to grow as people and
volunteers, the opportunity to continue to serve our well earned title and the opportunity to lead at whatever level you
are comfortable at.
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WV VTC
West Valley Veterans Treatment Court
At long last the WVVTC has been approved and getting ready to get down to
business! Attached is a flyer (last page of this newsletter) about the AZ
StandDown which will be held virtually this year. All appointments must be
made prior to March 15, 2021 by calling the Support Line at 866-4AZ-VETS
(866-429-8387). Virtual legal help will be available all through March.
They are in need of mentors to help the Veterans that sign up for this court.
If you are interested please contact Gerry Schaller at vtcmentors@gmail.com
This opportunity is open to Veterans no matter the age, which branch of the
service or male or female. All are needed. Check in to it and spread the word.
This is something the West side really needs to support! There are 27 courts
sending Veterans to this court. It is quite an undertaking. Let’s make sure
they know we are there to support them.
Introducing:
Honorable Donald Watts
Justice of the Peace

Gerry Schaller

oldbreed767 @gmail.com
623-332-5576

Dear Marines, FMF Corpsmen and Associates,
What a great feeling to say we have a Veterans Treatment Court in the West Valley, now the work
begins. At this time the Court is looking for Veterans to serve as Mentors to the Veteran defendants that
find themselves in the justice system. Any Veteran can be a Mentor and make a difference in a brother
or sister’s life. As a mentor you will, Engage with the Veteran, simply talking with and more
importantly listen to the Veteran as they relate to you their feelings. You will Encourage the Veteran by
being a positive influence in their life and lastly you will Empower the Veteran by your support and
encouragement to achieve the goals they and the court have set forth. You are not asked too nor are you
able to give legal advice, that is for the Court and the legal personnel assigned to the case. You are not
asked nor are you able to give any type of counseling to the Veteran as the Court will appoint
professionals to do that. So you see all you have to be is a Big Brother/Big Sister to the Veteran and
stand with them as they navigate through this period of their life. The reward for doing this will be
seeing the Veteran graduate and knowing you played a part in changing the course of a person's
life. Please contact me for more information and an application and look for us on Facebook at "MCJC
Northwest Regional Veterans Treatment Court Mentors."
Semper Fi,
Gerry Schaller
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Historian Robert Bohach

623-764-7563
obdhistorian@oldbreeddetachment.com

Just a little history from our Historian:

U.S. Marine helicopter pilot: Major
Chesarek
receive
the
British
Distinguished Flying Cross award for
saving lives and for his bravery during
combat operations in Iraq while
attached to a British unit. He received
the award from Queen Elizabeth.
2007.
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OBD Servants: Crystal Francisco, Matthew
McLaughlin, Chuck Boll, Bill Francisco, Tom
Marrin and Melinda Reed.

OLD BREED DETACHMENT
SERVING AT ANDRE HOUSE
31 JANUARY 2021

Gerry Schaller in the
kitchen washing dishes
and sharpening knives.

Bill Francisco and Tom Marrin.
Hard at work!

Crystal Francisco, Matt McLaughlin
and Chuck Boll chopping peppers

Tools of the day.
Chopping peppers.

Chuck Boll and chopped peppers
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With some of his free time our Commandant gave his mailbox an upgrade. Good Job Commandant!

Bob Bohach is getting his house ready for the next Growl he
can host. More parking, patio with a/c. This “Old Dog” is
ready for the Growls and meetings to begin again!
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OBD DETACHMENT MEETING
18 FEBRUARY 2021

It was so good to get back together with Marines and Associates. Many are
still missing but COVID19 protocol was followed (masks and distancing).
We had a new Member Gary O’Ferrell and Associate Chris Bolick join our
ranks at this meeting. We had our elections and will have our installation of
officers at the next meeting at our regular time (no potluck! COVID19 has
changed a lot of things!) We will vote on whether we are having a Ball or
Cake Cutting this November so please take some time to decide which
works better for you and be prepared to vote. We will also have an auction
(Randy Miller as the auctioneer!) for our fundraiser (these are few and far
between these days!) Come prepared: bring something that can be
auctioned and/or bring your money to take home some amazing stuff!

Commandant Ruch, swearing in
Associate Chris Bolick, and
Marine Gary O’Ferrell (Adjutant
Deason
watching
in
the
background)

Bill has been spending a lot of
time with the DOGS! And NOT
Devil Dogs! Mollie and Cara
enjoy the time with him! But
Bill is ready to get back together
with Marines and helping
Veterans!

Mollie & Bill Francisco

Mollie, Bill Francisco & Cara
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This is a picture of Pat Connell leaving the "sally port" at
the Navajo County Jail after transporting a DWI prisoner
for temporary incarceration.
Here is an article and thank you from Pat Connell:
“I am the Commanding Officer of the Sheriffs
Auxiliary Volunteers of Navajo County - the SAVs. I am
a Lieutenant in charge of 16 Volunteers in the HeberOvergaard unit who give of their time and
talent to further the mission of the Navajo County
Sheriffs Office. Several of us are retired or former Law
Enforcement Officers and just ordinary plain citizens
who want to protect their community. We assist with winter road closures, prisoner transport, crime scene
security, endangered horse population rescue, search and rescue teams, crowd and parking control at county
fairs, parades, swap meets, football games, high school dances (oh, to be in high school again!), court security,
traffic accident street closures and a host of other activities that the County Sheriff requests. We have four
units that are spread throughout the county and we have the authority to perform our tasks throughout the
entire county to include the Navajo and Hopi Indian Reservations. We are extremely grateful to the
Commandant, the Commandant elect and the members of the Old Breed Detachment who have been able to
supply us with much needed equipment for our unit. Our volunteers are given an initial issue of a uniform
shirt and trousers and then they must purchase all of their additional equipment, i.e. duty belts, winter jackets,
weapons, pepper spray, flashlights holders, handcuffs, keys and cases, etc. This donation we just received was
greatly appreciated by the members of the different units that comprise the SAV Corporation - a total of 68
members. There are a couple of Marines in my unit and also Army, Navy and Air Force personnel. I am
proud that a Marine organization stood up and assisted us in our time of need. It is greatly appreciated.
Semper Fi Marines,
Pat Connell”
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND DATES TO REMEMBER:
Please note that all dates are subject to change.
Please refer to updates from Commandant Ruch
or call an officer or committee member to find out if the event is a go!
MARCH
11

Thu 1730 OBD Staff Meeting (5:30 p.m.)

18

Thu 1900 Old Breed Detachment meeting

27

Sat

1300 Growl, Michael Kudla’s Doghouse, 18285 W.
Sunnyslope Ln., Waddell, AZ 83533. Phone 928-3458545. Call Michael to see what chow to bring.

APRIL
8

Thu

1730 OBD Staff Meeting (5:30 p.m.)

15

Thu

1900 Old Breed Detachment meeting
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Commandant
Byron Ruch
byme@cox.net

Newsletter
Crystal Francisco
602-799-5439
crystal.francisco14@gmail.com

602-430-2010

Sr. Vice Commandant
Ron Donaldson
602-819-1922
rdcpapc@yahoo.com
Jr. Vice Commandant

Judge Advocate
Michael Kudla
928-345-8545
m.kudla@yahoo.com
Past Commandant
Charlie Hightower
602-992-9276
charleshightower@cox.net
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Budget
Ron Donaldson
602-493-5955
rdcpapc@yahoo.com
Web Master
Randy Miller
randy@raceaz.com

623-930-9370

Marine Corps Ball Chairman
Tom Marrin
602-547-8340
tpm6804@yahoo.com
Nominations
Robert L. Bohach

623-764-7563

APPOINTED

Scholarship
Don Beaver
602-618-9133
donbeaver@hotmail.com

Chaplain
Tony Torres
623-328-8639
etlovebug1259@gmail.com

Homeless Veterans Representative
William Francisco
602-367-4773
william.francisco7@gmail.com

Paymaster
Maria Jones
602-684-3648
OBDPaymaster@gmail.com
Adjutant
Roger Deason
602-330-3400
rogerd@premiercomputerusa.com
Sgt. At Arms
Jerry Snyder
623-385-6393
azhiker54_2000@yahoo.com
Color Guard
Tom Marrin
602-547-8340
tpm6804@yahoo.com
Quartermaster
Marie Ruch
602-570-7495
marieruch@cox.net
Historian
Robert L. Bohach
623-764-7563
obdhistorian@oldbreeddetachment.com
Finance Committee Chairman
Ron Donaldson
602-819-1922
rdcpapc@yahoo.com

Old Breed Detachment #767
Marine Corps League
P.O. Box 6325, Glendale, AZ 85312-6325
Meet @ DAV Hall, 8447 N. 61st Ave.
1900 Third Thursday of the month.
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