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North Idaho Unitarian Universalist’s

Schedule of Upcoming Events
June 5
10:30 AM

June 9
7-9 PM

Worship Service with Guest Speaker Fred Toerne
The Power of Evidence: Our brains are hard wired to filter
out useless information. We can use evidence of shared
realities to make the filter work powerfully for us.
and not against us.
Dances of Universal Peace. The Dances of Universal
Peace are always on the 2nd Thursday of the month, 7-9
pm in room 107 at the Harding Center, except during
the summer months of July and August.
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SUNDAY SERVICES
June 12
10:30 AM

Worship Service — The Power of Community: Flower
Communion and New Member Recognition and Child
Blessing. Please bring flowers for communion!
Also, the semi-annual congregational meeting is
happening after the service during the Pot Luck and the
winner of the baby contest will be awarded a prize.

All services begin at
10:30 a.m.
Worship Services
Touchstone Worship Services
Intergenerational Services

BOARD MEMBERS
June 19
10:30 AM

Summer Solstice — Let us come together to honor the
earth and celebrate the power of light with
Sue Hansen-Barber

June 23
5:30 PM

Non-violent Communication (NVC) Discussion Group
meets every 4th Thursday of the month at Morning Light
Yoga Studio, Govt. Way and Harrison. For more info call
Elke Helmuth 771-1703(c) or 765-5409(h).

June 26
10:30 AM

June 28
5:30 PM

Worship Service — Power
“Knowing others is intelligence; Knowing yourself is
true wisdom. Mastering others is strength;
Mastering yourself is true power.” Lao Tzu
The book club will meet on Tuesday, June 28th at 5:30.
The book is "A Man Called Ove" by Fredrik Backman.
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NORTH IDAHO UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
Harding Family Center 15th & Wallace Avenue

P.O. Box 221 Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816 (208) 416-1599

June Newsletter

Page 2

I preached on May 22 on the commitments we make and how the act of making a commitment
can change our orientation to life. Since then I’ve been thinking more about how we choose our
commitments and life orientation. What do we value? What do we hold on to most dearly? And
why do we change what we value and what we do?
James Luther Adams said it was “raised affections” or strong feelings. After that our heart is in a
new place and we commit to new actions and change our life orientation. Having a child is a
perfect example of this. Before you have a child, you have certain priorities and after the child
you orient your life differently because you love your child. I have heard many parents-to-be in
their nervousness explaining how this new baby won’t change their life. They will still go to
concerts and jog five miles a day. I never say anything, but I know that when that baby comes
they will want to reorient their lives. Concerts just won’t seem quite as important. It happens
almost every time.
Reorienting a life to a baby is easy though. Nature, with its emphasis on survival, makes sure of
that by triggering all sorts bonding and happiness hormones at birth, even in those who did not
give birth.
What of other things though? What makes us commit, then reorient our lives toward gratitude or
generosity or spiritual practice or compassion or the on-going work for justice.
I think often of heroes – those people who do something at great cost to themselves for the
benefit of others with little expectation of praise – those who grab a child out of the street when
they could have been killed, those who hid and smuggled Jewish families out of Germany, or
those who spoke truth to power and had to go into hiding. We admire them and wonder, would I
do that?
Many people, at least Americans in the 21st century, orient themselves to security, individual
preferences, and the well-being of those closest to them. Consumer culture and nature collude to
make these the most obvious, rational choices. Reorienting away from those, toward other goals,
is a challenge. Strong feelings are certainly part of it, but I think there is more.
I think that one day we discover that security isn’t very secure, that meeting our preferences
makes us comfortable, but not happy and that the fate of those closest to us bound tightly with
everyone’s fate. We discover that reorienting our life to compassion, generosity, justice and love
is the truer more honest life.
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Considering Membership?
If you have been in a UU congregation before or have taken our new
member class, you are welcome to “sign the book”
the official act of membership.
We will have a new member ceremony on June 12 during the
service. Let Tracy Springberry know at niuuminister@gmail.com

Circle Suppers are coming again
to NIUU this spring through
early fall!
Circle Suppers, that loved and
esteemed UU tradition of excellent
food and conversation among small
groups of people, are planned to
start as soon as hosts, guest lists,
and dates are
arranged.
According to Circle Supper
tradition, the host picks a date,
sets the menu and assigns each
guest something to bring to the
feast. Several hosts have already
signed up, but more are needed to
accommodate our whole
congregation.
(Hosts may participate as guests at
other Circle Suppers, also).
If you are interested in hosting a
Supper, please email or call Paula
Neils (paula@ventry.com;
208-755-9590).

PFLAG Coeur d’Alene is proud to again
sponsor the 2nd Annual Pride in the Park in
Coeur d’Alene. Pride in the Park will be
held June 4, 2016 from 10:00 - 1:00pm at
the City Park
Picnic Shelter.
Pride in the Park is a FREE family friendly,
community picnic celebrating diversity and
building a safer and stronger community for
all. There will be food, entertainment, a
children’s area, and a tabling area for
community resource and local
businesses.
PFLAG is an organization of parents, families and friends UNITED with lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender people working
together to build a stronger and safer
community through support, education and
advocacy. For questions please call
509-944-5203.
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Fred “Turney”, or Pastor Fred
as he's sometimes called, was
born and grew up in San
Antonio, Texas, where he
attended Trinity University.
He attended Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary
in Columbia, South Carolina,
and both of his children, Kevin
and Karen “Turney” were born
there. Fred is also the proud
grandfather of Kyla, Kian and
Lucas.

Thanks to Beth’s son John, and his wife Amber, who live in the
Seattle area, Fred and Beth have three grandchildren, Katie,
Lizzie and Brandon.
Fred served as a Lutheran pastor for over twenty years, all in
Texas, in the Austin and Houston areas. Fred and his lovely
wife, Beth, live in Pullman and are members of the Unitarian
Universalist Church of the Palouse in Moscow.
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June 22—26, 2016
Registration and Housing open March 1.
GA Registration and the GA Housing Reservation System open at 9 a.m.
EST.
GA THEME: "HEART LAND: WHERE FAITHS CONNECT"
“The faith world is increasingly multi-faith. People are crossing borders of
religion and spiritual practice to create wholeness in their lives. General
Assembly 2016 will assemble leaders and communities of many faiths to
worship together, learn from one another, and create a new vision of faith
that no longer divides us, but connects us to an interdependent
future for all.”

Downtown Columbus, Ohio at Night

Unitarian Universalist Association Principles
We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist
Association, covenant to affirm and promote :

NORTH IDAHO UNITARIAN



The inherent worth and dignity of every person;

P.O. Box 221
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83816



Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;

Phone: (208) 416-1599
Email: admin@niuu.org



Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in
our congregations;

We’re on the Web!
Our website has
archived newsletters
and sermons,
upcoming speakers
and events. Just
“Google” NIUU.org

We Believe



A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;



The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within
our congregations and in society at large;



The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;



Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a

Principles in Poetic Language for Children



Every person is important



All people need a voice



Be kind in all you do



Build a fair and peaceful world



We’re free to learn together and search for
what is true



We care for Earth’s lifeboat

North Idaho
Unitarian Universalist Church
P.O. Box 221
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816

q

Refused… If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please

check this box and return. Thank you.

