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 WARREN COUNTY (PEQUEST RIVER)  
 MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY  
 REORGANIZATION MEETING 
 MINUTES 
 FEBRUARY 19, 2014  
Chairman Chamberlain called the reorganization meeting of the Warren County (Pequest River) 
Municipal Utilities Authority to order at 7:30 P.M.  The meeting was held at the Authority’s 
Administration building located at 199 Foul Rift Road, Belvidere, New Jersey.   
 
He congratulated Ms. O’Connor on her reappointment to the Board by the Warren County 
Freeholders.  Mr. Tipton administered the Oath of Office to Ms. O’Connor. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Sidney Deutsch      Drew Kiszonak Absent  
Laurel Napolitani, Secretary 
Donald Niece        
Everdina O’Connor 
Robert Piazza, Treasurer 
Philip Rosenberg 
A. Morris Scott, Jr., Vice Chairman 
Chad Chamberlain, Chairman 
 
Also, in attendance were: Steve Donati, P.E., Authority Engineer; Brian Tipton, Esq., Authority 
Legal Counsel; Charles L. Houck, Authority CFO; Billy J. Wauhop, Authority Consultant and 
Patricia Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant.  
 
Chairman Chamberlain led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance and then read the Introductory 
Statement.       
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
Finance Committee:  Mr. Piazza, Chairman of the Finance Committee, thanked Mr. Houck and 
his staff for their guidance and cooperation.  Even though the budget for 2013 was basically flat, 
Mr. Wauhop and his staff came in under budget by $322,000.  Mr. Piazza expressed his 
gratitude.  Once again the Finance Committee is supporting a very tight budget for 2014, and 
looks forward to working with the county and expects the same due diligence on the part of Mr. 
Wauhop and his staff.    
 
Chairman Chamberlain expressed appreciation for the contributions of the Finance Committee, 
and reiterated the positive comments made by Mr. Piazza about Mr. Houck, his staff and our 
employees.   
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Personnel Committee:  Chairman Chamberlain, Chairman of the Personnel Committee, remarked 
that the Authority had a very productive year, specifically with the contributions from Mr. 
Wauhop.  His leadership has created an atmosphere of teamwork and the individual 
contributions of the employees have been outstanding.  Chairman Chamberlain had the 
opportunity to tour the plants and everything was immaculate.  It was evident the pride the 
employees take in the facilities. Jobs that were contracted out in the past are now performed in-
house, saving the Authority money and instilling a sense of satisfaction in the employees.  The 
Authority has a very smooth operation and he looks forward to another great year.   
 
Oxford WWTP Upgrade Committee:  Mr. Rosenberg, Chairman of the Oxford WWTP Upgrade 
Committee, stated the contractor has been unable to break ground on the project, mostly due to 
the inclement weather.  However, this could work to our advantage because this means the 
concrete may be poured in more favorable weather.       
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Chairman Chamberlain passed the gavel to Mr. Tipton for the Election of Officers. 
 
Mr. Tipton stated the commissioners had the option of nominating officers as a full slate of all 
four officers or nominating them individually.   
 
Mr. Scott made a motion to nominate the same slate of officers as last year.  Mr. Deutsch 
seconded; the motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.    
 
Mr. Tipton congratulated everyone and relinquished the gavel to Chairman Chamberlain. 
 
Chairman Chamberlain thanked his fellow members for their vote of confidence and 
congratulated his fellow officers.    
 
APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS 
 
General Counsel: Mr. Tipton explained the reasons for the proposed increase in the hourly rate to 
$160.00 for attorneys at Florio Perrucci Steinhardt & Fader.  The current rate has been the same 
($145.00) since he became General Counsel for the Authority and, for the most part, the 
representation from the firm has been from senior attorneys for our various projects.  The firm 
raised its hourly rate for other entities as well.     
 
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #14-05, awarding a non-fair and open contract for 
professional services with Florio Perrucci Steinhardt & Fader, LLC, for legal services for one 
year.  Ms. O’Connor seconded.  The motion passed; roll call was as follows: 
 
Mr. Deutsch  Yes   Mr. Piazza   Yes 
Mr. Kiszonak  Absent   Mr. Rosenberg  Yes   
Ms. Napolitani Yes   Mr. Scott   Yes 
Mr. Niece  Abstain  Chairman Chamberlain Yes 
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Ms. O’Connor  Yes 
 
Mr. Tipton thanked the Board. 
 
Consulting Engineer:  Chairman Chamberlain presented a resolution authorizing the award of a 
non-fair and open contract for professional engineering services for 2014 to CP Engineers, LLC. 
  
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #14-06, awarding a non-fair and open contract for 
professional engineering services for 2014 to CP Engineers, LLC.  Mr. Piazza seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote. 
 
Mr. Donati thanked the Board and said CPE does not take the reappointment for granted. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Appointment of Committees for 2014 is as follows:   
 

Finance Committee: 
 

Robert Piazza, Chairman 
Sidney Deutsch 
Donald Niece 
Morris Scott, Jr. 
 
Personnel Committee: 
   

 Chad Chamberlain, Chairman     
Drew Kiszonak 
Laurel Napolitani 

 Everdina O’Connor 
 
   Oxford WWTP Upgrade Committee: 
 
 Philip Rosenberg, Chairman 
 Drew Kiszonak 
 Donald Niece  

Robert Piazza 
 

At previous meetings, Chairman Chamberlain recommended forming an Insurance Committee to 
investigate insurance options and the Board agreed.  At that time, Mr. Rosenberg and Mr. Piazza 
expressed interest in being members of such a committee; so, Chairman Chamberlain asked if 
they would serve on the new insurance committee.  Both agreed to do so and Mr. Deutsch and 
Mr. Scott volunteered as well.   
 

Insurance Committee: 
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Philip Rosenberg, Chairman 
Sidney Deutsch 
Robert Piazza 
Morris Scott, Jr. 
 

This committee was discussed further under new business at the regular meeting.   
 

Chairman Chamberlain introduced a resolution for the appointment of the Authority’s Public 
Agency Compliance Officer for 2014.  In the past, Mr. Piazza has been our PACO and he 
recommended Mr. Wauhop as the new PACO.     
 
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #14-07, authorizing the appointment of Mr. Wauhop as the 
Authority’s Public Agency Compliance Officer (PACO) for 2014.  Mr. Piazza seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.   
 
Lastly, Chairman Chamberlain introduced resolutions for the schedule of meeting dates and 
official newspapers. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding meeting dates in June and November.  Mr. Wauhop would have a 
conflict if the June meeting was held on the third Wednesday of the month and the NJ League of 
Municipalities Annual Conference is being held during the third week of November. 
 
Mr. Niece moved and Mr. Rosenberg seconded to adopt Resolution #14-08, for establishing the 
schedule of meeting dates.  All in favor, motion carried. 
   
All regular meetings will be held on the third Wednesday of the month, with the exception of the 
June 2014 and November 2014 meetings, which will be held on the second Wednesday of the 
month. All regular meetings will start at 7:30 p.m., with the exception of the December 2014 and 
February 2015 regular meetings, which will immediately follow the Annual Rate Hearing and 
Reorganization Meeting that will start at 7:30 p.m.   
 
Mr. Niece moved and Mr. Scott seconded to adopt Resolution #14-09 for designation of the 
Authority’s official newspaper.  All in favor, motion carried.  The Board designated the Star 
Gazette as the Authority’s official newspaper, and with The Express Times, as the two 
newspapers to receive notices of meetings.   
 
Ms. Napolitani moved and Mr. Niece seconded that the Reorganization Meeting be adjourned.  
The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 
 

Patricia Kaspereen                                                

Patricia Kaspereen 
Administrative Assistant  
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