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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Compatriots, prospective members and friends,
The theme for 2011-12 is
“Leadership Development.” It is
based upon the information
gleaned from my chapter visits, my
Chapter Best Practices and Future
Plans report and Alabama being the
10th largest state society. We have
a responsibility to develop leadership within our chapters and within
our state society and to provide
leadership within the national
society.
Alabama compatriots have the
following four goals:
1) Leadership,
2) Recruitment,
3) Youth, and
4) Programs.
Alabama compatriots are working to:
 Strengthen chapters by developing our chapter leadership;
 Improve chapters’ ability to
recruit, retain, reconnect, and
reinstate members with a membership goal of 930 members by 2012
and 1,000 within three years;
 Expand chapters’ participation
in youth programs, and
 Enhance chapter’s interesting
programs at meetings.
At the May 14 Board of Managers meeting I reported on the
progress on these four goals.
See MESSAGE, Page 2
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BOM elects delegates to Congress

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

Brian Newton, right, discusses the activities of the
proposed Shoals chapter as ALSSAR president
David Billings looks on at BOM meeting in May.

Thirty-five members of the ALSSAR Board of Managers, meeting in
the historic Shelby County Courthouse in Columbiana on May 14,
elected a full slate of delegates and
an alternate delegate to the 121st
Congress in Winston-Salem, N.C.,
on July 8–13.
For the first time in a long time the
ALSSAR had more compatriots seeking to serve as delegates to Congress
than were authorized. NSSAR ByLaw No. 20 provides the formula that
authorizes delegates for each state
society. Based upon the number of
ALSSAR regular members, Alabama
is authorized 20 voting delegates.
See BOM, Page 4

Birmingham chapter plans event to honor
war veteran, award youth scholarships
The Birmingham chapter is planning a special
event in December both as a way to honor a war
hero and initiate a great SAR youth award at the
same time.
On Dec. 7, 2011, the chapter plans to honor
Major Thomas C. Griffin for his participation
with the “Jimmy Doolittle Tokyo Raiders.”
Griffin, a 1939 graduate of the University of
Alabama, was the navigator on the ninth aircraft
to fly off the deck of the U.S.S. Hornet and
bomb Tokyo after the Pearl Harbor attack.
The guest speaker for the banquet is Jonna
Doolittle Hoppes, granddaughter of Gen. Doolittle.
The Birmingham chapter, along with other
patriotic organizations, will be awarding 10
$500 scholarships in the name of Major Tom C.
Griffin and the Tokyo. These scholarships will
be awarded to ROTC cadets from six universi-

ties in Alabama. Can you imagine the pride of
receiving a scholarship in the name of these
heroes?
The Wednesday night event promises to bring
together all of our patriotic organizations in and
around Birmingham to support our future leaders of our military as well as recognizing a son
of Alabama and the “Jimmy Doolittle Tokyo
Raiders” and what this small band of heroes did
for the United States of America when they
were needed.
The celebration will take place at The Club on
top of Red Mountain beginning at 7 p.m. Tickets are $60 each and include dinner. Tables will
seat eight guests. A cash bar will be available for
your convenience.
E-mail aligonco@aol.com for more information.
— John Bryan
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Message
(Continued from Page 1)
Leadership — We are focusing on strengthening chapters through
officer training and incorporating chapter best practices. SAR specific knowledge and skills is the focus of the ALSSAR chapter leadership training program. Every year we have new chapter officers
who are capable and qualified leaders but do not have SAR specific
knowledge and skills. We can strengthen our chapters by developing
our chapter leadership’s SAR specific knowledge, skills and abilities.
We have a cadre of seasoned experts using standard material. They
will provide training at a chapter location. Read more about this
leadership development program in the accompanying article in this
newsletter.
Membership — ALSSAR is projected to exceed its December 31,
2011 membership goal of 930 regular members. ALSSAR Secretary
Marvin Vickers reported that our membership had grown from 846
regular members on January 1, 2011 to 862 as of March 1, 2011.
In addition, we have 35 reinstatements at NSSAR, 71 applications
at NSSAR, and project a loss of 15 members through death during
the last three quarters of 2011 for a total membership of 953.
Youth Programs — Chapters reported they planned to expand participation in youth programs. We have five youth programs:
The Americanism Elementary School Poster Contest
The Knight Essay Contest
The Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest
The ROTC/JROTC Recognition Program
The Eagle Scout Scholarship Program
Chapter Presidents may begin reporting their progress on this goal
in the fall.
Interesting Revolutionary Era Programs — The number one best
practice reported by chapters was offering interesting and relevant
revolutionary era programs at chapter meetings. In addition, chapters
reported they planned in 2011-12 to offer interesting and relevant
revolutionary era programs at chapter meetings.
We have identified a cadre of speakers on interesting revolutionary
era programs. If you would like to schedule one of them to speak at
your chapter, send me an email at David.Billings@uah.edu or call me
at 256-683-3456.
I have visited each of the 15 chapters of the ALSSAR, some of
them more than once, and given programs at some of the chapters. If
you would like for me to speak to your chapter, contact me and we
will schedule a visit and you may select a program topic you would
like for me to cover.
I have had the honor of representing you at meetings of DAR chapters and genealogical societies; multiple times at the provisional SAR
chapter at the Shoals; at the Alabama DAR state convention; at the
Mississippi, Tennessee, and Missouri State SAR conventions and at a
Southern District SAR meeting. Involvement of ALSSAR members
in meetings outside the state is vital to maintaining ALSSAR’s stature within the District and National Society and obtaining current
information.
The Board of Managers (BOM) meeting on May 14 in Columbiana
covered a lot of subjects. Be sure to read about it in the accompanying article in this newsletter (on page 1).
In your service,
C. David Billings

VOLUM E 25, NU MBER 2

COMING EVENTS
STATE
ALSSAR Board of Managers Meeting,
Montgomery, October 8, 2011
10th Annual Alabama Cemetery
Preservation Workshop, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Tuscaloosa,
November 12, 2011
ALSSAR Annual Convention, Huntsville,
February 24-25, 2012

SOUTHERN DISTRICT
Gathering at Sycamore Shoals, Sycamore
Shoals State Historic Park, Elizabethton,
Tennessee, September 16 – 17, 2011
Battle of Kings Mountain, Clover, South
Carolina, October 7, 2011
Southern District Meeting, Huntsville, AL,
February 25, 2012

NATIONAL
SAR Annual Conference on the American
Revolution, Slavery & Liberty: Black
Patriots of the American Revolution,
Baltimore, MD, Jun 24-26, 2011
Independence Day July 4, 2011
121st National SAR Congress,
Winston-Salem, NC, July 8-13, 2011
Genealogy 101 Workshop, SAR
Genealogical Research Library, Louisville,
KY, August 8, 2011
NSSAR Fall Leadership Meeting,
Louisville, KY, September 30-October 1,
2011
Veterans’ Day, November 11, 2011
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UAH professor Debra Moriarity receives SAR’s
Heroism Award for role in stopping campus tragedy
Debra Moriarity, a biology professor and interim chair of
the Biological Sciences Department at the University of Alabama in Huntsville, was honored in early April by ALSSAR
president David Billings with a citation and medal for heroism by the National Society of the Sons of the American
Revolution.
She received the award during the university’s annual Undergraduate Academic Honors Convocation from Billings,
dean emeritus of the College of Business Administration.
The organization honored Dr. Moriarity for demonstrating
personal courage and bravery on Feb. 12, 2010, during an
attack that killed three and seriously injured three more of her
colleagues at UA-Huntsville during a routine faculty meeting.
During a staff meeting, one of the faculty members produced a hand gun and began systemically firing at the other
11 members in attendance. During the shooting, three members were killed and three others were seriously wounded.
When the assailant firing the pistol paused to reload, Dr.
Moriarity led the effort that removed that person from the
room and then assisted in barricading the door, thus stopping
the gun fire. Five staff members were unharmed due to the
action of Dr. Moriarity.

—Photo courtesy of David Billings

ALSSAR president David Billings, right, presents
award to Dr. Moriarity at UAH honors convocation.

NSSAR provides insurance report on state societies, chapters
Editor’s Note: ALSSAR president David Billings provided the
following report to chapter presidents.
The purpose of this report is to respond to questions about insurance from State Societies and Chapters. Needless to say, each state
and chapter are different and each has different exposures. This is a
general observation and is not intended to give specific advice.
The National Society and The SAR Foundation are insured by
several types of insurance; however, the state societies and chapters
are not named insureds and therefore are not covered for any loss that
they might incur.
Each state and chapter governing body must determine their need
for insurance and how to handle their risk; that may range from very
little to considerable risk.
One area that each state society and chapter should consider is
incorporation in their state. As a separate legal entity you help protect
officers and members from personal liability. The corporation can sue
and be sued in its name rather than its officers and members. States
that have volunteer protection laws are generally treated more favorably if incorporated. Obtaining insurance is often more difficult for an
unincorporated organization.
Volunteers are the life blood of the SAR and many states have
enacted volunteer immunity statutes and the federal government
passed the Volunteer Protection Act of 1997. The immunities apply if
a volunteer is acting within the scope of his duties, authorized to perform the duties and does not engage in willful or criminal misconduct
or gross negligence and is not compensated. The Volunteer Protection
Act contains exceptions which allow liability to exist.
At the present time a number of state societies carry a general

liability policy and a few directors and officers insurance. In some
cases there may be a need for property insurance and bonding.
The most often asked question is: “Do we need Directors and Officers Insurance” (D&O) as a nonprofit. Each governing body must
make its own decision with the assistance of legal and insurance professionals.
It is a fact that non profits have fewer liability claims.
Suits are usually against the organization itself and not the directors.
Few volunteer directors have been held personally liable unless
they engage in serious misconduct.
Legal defense cost is very high.
Volunteer protection laws do not eliminate the need for D& O.
D & O policies generally do not list specific types of claims covered but extend coverage for any "wrongful act" which is very broadly
defined. The coverage is then narrowed by a list of limitations and
exclusions. Some common exclusion: Failure to obtain adequate insurance e.g. General Liability, Fidelity, Bond, Property, and for a nonprofit organization "insured versus insured" exclusion. There are
many more not listed.
Few insurance policies that individuals purchase primarily for
other purposes will protect them against a D & O claim. e.g. Homeowners, Auto and Personal Liability Policies.
The National Society through its insurance agent is looking for a
carrier who will provide some of the coverage that may be needed at
the state and chapter level on an optional basis; however, his results
have not been favorable. In the interim, analysis your organization and
determine your risks and apply all risk management tools available.
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In Memory…
Heath Leigh McMeans Jr.
The Birmingham chapter of the Sons of American Revolution
recently lost a member when LT. COLONEL HEATH
LEIGH McMEANS JR. (USMC-RET) passed away on May.
4. He was 88.
McMeans, a resident of Birmingham, was born on Oct. 19,
1922 and was a graduate of Fairfield High and Auburn University, where he was a member of the Kappa Alpha Order.
He was preceded in death by his wife of 60 years, Josephine
McMeans, as well as his parents and a brother and sister. He is

survived by his sons Heath L. McMeans III and Larry
McMeans, daughter Linda McMeans Byrne, grandchildren,
Christal S. Hancock, Lieutenant Paul M. Byrne, III, Rachel
McMeans Miller, Mary Haley Byrne and Patrick Bachmann,
great grandchildren, Kailey Hancock and Braxton Hancock and
a sister, Camilla McMeans.
Services were held on May 9 at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic
Church in Hoover.

BOM
(Continued from Page 1)
This year 21 compatriots were on the
ballot. The delegation consists of national trustee John Killian
(Birmingham), alternate trustee Bruce
Pickette (Gen. Richard Montgomery),
ALSSAR president David Billings
(Tennessee Valley), Jim Alexander
(Tennessee Valley), Conrad Cook
(Tennessee Valley), Larry Cornwell
(Gen. Richard Montgomery), Ron Davis
(Gen. Richard Montgomery), Rod Hildreth (Little River), Price Legg (Gen.
Galvez), Jim Maples (Tennessee Valley), Stan Phillips (Gen. Richard Montgomery), C.W. Posey (Cahaba-Coosa),
Walter Stevenson (Gen. Richard Montgomery), Lee Swart (Little River), Bob
Thomas (Birmingham), Benjamin B.
Thomas (Birmingham), Marvin Vickers
(Wiregrass), John Wallace (Wiregrass),
Michael Wells (Birmingham), Dick
Wells (Gen. John Archer Elmore) and
alternate delegate Rick Price (CahabaCoosa).
The BOM voted to introduce a resolution at Congress to require the NSSAR
Gold Good Citizenship Medal be
awarded with the approval of the
NSSAR Medals and Awards Committee
AND the NSSAR Executive Committee.
The BOM discussed resolutions by Tennessee, Missouri and other states to
amend NSSAR By-Law No. 16 concerning the composition of and the manner
of the election of the NSSAR Board of
Trustees.

Senior Vice President C. W. Posey,
serving as chair of the By-Laws Committee, asked the BOM membership to
review and comment on the proposed
Ethics By-Law. It and other proposed
changes to the By-Laws will be voted on
at the fall BOM. Changes in the ByLaws agreed to by the BOM will be sent
forward for action at the state convention.
The ALSSAR and the chapters currently do not have liability insurance. If
the ALSSAR were to incorporate, it
would provide some protection to members of the Board of Managers and the
officers. Billings appointed two ad hoc
committees to study, review and report
at the fall BOM, one on incorporation of
the Alabama Society and one on the
need for liability insurance.
Compatriot Bruce Pickette reported
that an action will be taken at Congress
to eliminate the Youth Registrant Program. Current youth registrants would
be converted to junior members or regular members depending on when their
18th birthday fell. He has sent a list of
youth registrants to several chapters and
explained the advantage of converting
Alabama’s youth registrants now. Converting now will keep Alabama’s records from getting caught up in the
heavy workload at NSSAR headquarters
that will result when the decision to convert is made and all the states send their
records in for conversion.
Brian Newton, a prospective member
of the Shoals Area provisional chapter

reported on the progress of developing a
chapter in the Shoals Area. Newton reported the chapter is in the process of
writing their constitution. They have met
monthly since January. Each meeting
has had a guest speaker. The chapter is
set to have nominations for chapter officers at the June meeting. They currently
meet in the Sheffield Library.
Compatriot Larry Cornwell, serving as
Chair of the Speakers Bureau, reported
many ALSSAR members have prepared
speeches that could be utilized at chapter
meetings. He asked the chapters to encourage members to develop a speech
and add it to the list of available speakers for the Speakers Bureau.
The NSSAR awarded the ALSSAR a
flag streamer and certificate in recognition of the state’s $1,000 contribution.
The Certificate, titled “Center for Advancing America's Heritage Capital
Campaign”, is dated March 12, 2011.
Chapter presidents were reminded that
now is the time for the chapters to review the personal data of their members,
update any changes in the national data
base and the state membership roster.
Updates are to be sent to Secretary
Marvin Vickers, Jr.
Also, chapters should inform recording
secretary Bruce Buehler of chapter dues
increases for 2012 and any chapter
changes to the dues structure so they
may be included in the printing of the
annual dues cards. 2012 dues cards will
be sent to the chapters in August 2011.
—David Billings
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Gen. Galvez chapter holds memorial for namesake
The General Galvez chapter held its
second annual “Memorial Service at
the General Bernardo de Galvez Monument” in the Baldwin County Bicentennial Park near Stockton on April 2
to honor the namesake of the local
SAR chapter.
The chapter, in conjunction with the
ALSSAR and NSSAR, dedicated the
monument on May 9, 2009 and holds a
memorial service for the general every
year.
The American Revolution was a
transatlantic event that involved virtually every court in Europe. France’s
role in the conflict is well-known, but
Spain, too, played a vital part in helping to create the United States.
In the early years of the Revolution,
Bernardo de Galvez, governor of the
Spanish territory in Louisiana, provided aid to the American cause by
allowing tons of supplies to be shipped
up the Mississippi to patriot forces in
the north.
With Spain's official entry into the
war in 1779, Galvez marched on British-held forts at Baton Rouge and
Natchez. A year later, assisted by the
area patriots, he engaged the British at
Mobile seizing Fort Charlotte (now
called by its French name, Fort Conde),
and a year after that at Pensacola. In
each case, Galvez was able to force the
British from their entrenchments.
These victories diluted British strength
in the south when Great Britain needed
it most — just as it was bringing the
campaign into the southern colonies.
The second memorial service was
well attended by SAR, DAR and the
general public. Those present included
a four-man musket firing squad dressed
in Revolutionary War uniforms.
The program included a welcome,
posting of the colors, pledge of allegiance, an invocation by Dan McDonald and the keynote address by Gen.
Galvez chapter president Wayne Sirmon, who noted how the role of Gen.
Bernardo de Galvez is currently omitted from our school textbooks.
Wreaths were then laid by both Gen.

—Photos courtesy of Leroy McGaughy

Above, members of the SAR and DAR gather at the Gen. Galvez
monument; below, SAR members form a musket firing squad to fire
a volley in tribute of the general.

Galvez and Pensacola SAR chapters,
both Mobile and Pensacola DAR Chapters and the San Bernardo Society Children of the American Revolution
(CAR) chapter from Pensacola.
The program continued with the three
volley musket salute, taps played by
trumpeter Garrick Bilbrey from the
Mobile Christian School band, retirement of the Colors, closing remarks
and a benediction by McDonald.
Refreshments followed, courtesy of
the Mobile chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution.
—Leroy McGaughy

—Photo courtesy of Leroy McGaughy

Gen. Galvez chapter president
Wayne Sirmon delivered the
keynote address at the ceremony.

S A R A LA B A MA

PAGE 6

VOLUM E 25, NU MBER 2

Montgomery compatriots honor war heroes
By KYM KLASS
Montgomery Advertiser
Those in the armed forces who have
given their lives have paid the ultimate
price in war so that others might have
peace, said a veteran of both Iraq and Afghanistan.
U.S. Army Chaplain (Maj.) Roger
McCay, a Montgomery native, spoke to
hundreds at the third annual “Service of
Remembrance for Our Nation’s Fallen in
All Wars” at Trinity Presbyterian Church.
“In the sacrifices of our fallen, we glorify God,” he said. “We must never, ever
take for granted how blessed we are. We
must never ... forget sacrifices.”
Sunday's service was co-sponsored by
the Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter of
the Sons of the American Revolution.
There also were scheduled to be 22
“Laying of the Wreaths” tributes in memory of those who have died.
A collection was taken for the Intrepid
Fallen Heroes Fund, which provides medical treatment to returning wounded veterans. The organization currently is in the
process of building the National Intrepid
Center for Excellence, which will assist
those suffering from traumatic brain injury.
Psalm 23 was read at Sunday’s service.

—Photo courtesy of Montgomery Advertiser

U.S. Army Major Roger McCay
speaks at Montgomery Memorial
Day service at Trinity Presbyterian.
McCay wanted it read because as a chaplain, he said it is read at almost every memorial service.
“It is held very dear to the hearts of so
many soldiers, airmen, Marines, sailors,”
he said, “just because of what it has to say
to us.
“Soldiers read that before going into

harm’s way. (Psalm 23) teaches us that the
Lord is with us regardless of the danger,
regardless of how difficult the circumstances we are in. It teaches us that the
Lord blesses us throughout our lives and
into eternity. So when death is a possible
option ... that’s a quite a bit of comfort.”
McCay served as an artillery officer
before joining the chaplaincy. He shared a
journal entry from his time deployed, on a
day when men lost their lives, and later
discussed James 1:17, which reads in part:
“Every good and perfect gift is from
above.”
“The Lord has blessed the United States
so much,” McCay said. “We must never
forget that every blessing is from the
Lord.”
He said as the fallen are remembered
this Memorial Day, we should remember
the sacrifices they made and the freedom
sustained.
“We have men and women in combat
right now,” McCay said. “We have people
leaving to go there today ... tomorrow.
“We must be grateful to those who are
willing to fight, to risk everything by placing themselves in the gap between the
people in the United States and those who
seek to destroy us.”

SAR compatriots’ help secures
painting for American Village
Former ALSSAR presidents
Bruce Pickett and Larry
Cornwell recently were asked
by Marion Plylar of Birmingham to sponsor her three
grandsons, Jonathan Paul
Angell, Thomas Agee Webb
and William Ward Webb, into
the SAR.
To thank them for their detailed research of her lineage
and subsequent sponsorships
of her grandsons, she donated
a reproduction of an oil painting owned by George Washington to the American Village
in Montevallo where it hangs
in the Yellow Drawing Room
of the Presidents’ House.
The painting is a reproduc-

tion of William Winstanley's
landscape “View of the North
River.” The original originally
hung in the Yellow Room of
the Presidents’ House in Philadelphia before the White
House was built and now
hangs in Mt. Vernon.
The painting has a brass
plaque noting Mrs. Plylar as
the donor, and expresses appreciation to both Cornwell
and Pickette. The printed program noted that “The honorees
have rendered patriotic service
to our county in many ways,
including through their respective leadership roles in the
Sons of the American Revolution (SAR).”

—Photo by Rita Pickette

Pictured with painting are, from left: American Village
executive director Tom Walker, Larry Cornwell,
Marion Plylar, Bruce Pickette and Johnny Curry.
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—Photos courtesy of Cheaha chapter

Cheaha chapter inducts new officers for 2011-12
At its May 11 meeting, the Cheaha chapter inducted its officers
for 2011-12. From left: Edwin Mac Smith, sergeant-at-arms;
Hon. John Charles Thomason, chancellor; Louis Cleveland
Culver, historian; Charles Lloyd Dinsmore Jr., registrar; Robert
Bartlett Folsom Jr., treasurer; William Houston Rozier, secretary; William Lee Phillips Jr., vice president; Rev. R. Jefferson
Coker, president; Rev. David Underwood Bryant, chaplain; and
past ALSSAR President Rod Hildreth, who presided over the
ceremony. Not pictured is genealogist Jonathan Wade Dinsmore.
At right, outgoing president Charles Dinmore Jr. (2008-2011)
was awarded a certificate of appreciation and the Past President
Medal by President Coker. Coker also had the honor of welcoming his son, Robert McLure Coker, and grandson, Russell
McLure Coker, into the chapter as its two newest members.

Tri-State presents JROTC award to Rehobeth cadet
Tri-State chapter secretary Dan Berry made a special presentation at Rehobeth High on May 9, honoring Cadet Ensign Tyler
Edwards with the SAR Bronze ROTC Medal and certificate.
Rehobeth’s ROTC program has approximately 70 cadets and
has been recognized as among the top 10 percent in the nation.
Of this year’s senior class, six will be enlisting in the U.S. Navy
in the next few months.
During one of the map orientation competition exercises the
cadets participated in, one of those cadets came across a female
cadet from another school who had injured herself and was unable to walk. She had already been passed by several other cadets from her school who did not attempt to assist her.
The Rehobeth cadet, upon seeing the situation, said “I cannot
leave you here,” and proceeded to assist her back to the base.
After attempting to walk with her for a short distance, he ultimately carried her almost a mile back to the base. After doing
so, he himself was unable to complete the exercises but is to be
commended for his devotion and dedication to help his fellow
cadet.
—Dan Berry

—Photos courtesy of Dan Berry

Tri-State secretary Dan Berry, left, with Rehobeth
High cadet ensign Tyler Edwards.
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NSSAR store back online

—Photo courtesy of C.W. Posey

Blue Star salute
ALSSAR senior vice president C.W. Posey Jr.,
presented a wreath on behalf of the SAR at the Blue
Star Salute on Memorial Day to honor all fallen
soldiers who gave their lives in all wars for the
freedom of all Americans.

After a two and a half month absence, the NSSAR Merchandise Store is back online. The Store can be found at http://
store.sar.org, or by going to the “Compatriots” tab on
www.sar.org, and then selecting SAR Store found at the bottom of the list.
The “new” store went online Sunday, May 15, and has been
operational since. The “new” store has several improvements
and will make life easier for our members. One of the new
features allows you to search www.sar.org for a product by
title or SKU# and find it on the store website.
One of the biggest new benefits of the “new” store is the use
of a single set of login credentials. If you have a user account
on www.sar.org, you can (and should) use that to login at the
store at check out. You will no longer have to remember a
separate set of login credentials for the two different websites
(http://store.sar.org and www.sar.org). If you did have a set of
login credentials for the old store site (prior to March 2011)
those will no longer function.
Please take the time to stop by the new store (http://
store.sar.org) and browse around. Please let your local State
Society and chapter members know that the online store is
back in business. If you have any issues, comments or questions, please feel free to contact the Webmaster at sarwebmaster@sar.org.
—J. David Sympson

Chapter development needs to focus on officer training
In my Best Practices and Future Plans
study, the strength reported by the largest
number of chapters (eight) was having a
strong group of energetic and dedicated
officers, committee chairs and volunteers
that create ideas and opportunities. We
are focusing on strengthening chapters
through officer training and incorporating
chapter best practices. SAR specific
knowledge and skills is the focus of the
ALSSAR chapter leadership training program.
Every year we have new chapter officers who are capable and qualified leaders, but do not have SAR specific knowledge and skills. We can strengthen our
chapters by developing our chapter leadership’s SAR specific knowledge, skills
and abilities. We can accomplish this goal
by providing standard training for chapters using a cadre of seasoned experts.
There currently exists a small cadre of
seasoned experts using standard material.
These trainers are available to provide a
training program at a chapter location.

There are two training programs available.
One program focuses on chapter officer’s SAR specific responsibilities and
duties. It is presented by former ALSSAR
president Jim Alexander.
Another program focuses on chapter
SAR specific programs, SAR best practices, and chapter development. It is presented by past ALSSAR president Bruce
Pickette.
In addition, Pickette has developed the
ALSSAR Chapter President Leadership
Training Handbook which is a useful
guide for chapter officers. It is available
on the ALSSAR website at <http://
w w w . a l s s a r . o r g /
LeaderTrainingHandbook.pdf>.
In addition to Alexander and Pickette,
other former officers of the state have
volunteered to assist. With more trainers
available, chapters can schedule training
on a more timely basis. With additional
trainers, more chapters can schedule programs this year without obligating one or

two former state officers to train all the
chapters in the Alabama Society.
To this end, we are looking for “a few
good men” who would be interested in
becoming a part of the cadre training
team. The teams will be organized geographically within the state. The trainers
will first be trained to present the standard
material. Once the cadre members are
trained they will be integrated with other
trained cadre members. When the cadre
trainers are fully qualified they will be
assigned to a team to support chapters
within their immediate area and provide
the standard training. If you want to be a
member of the cadre training team, contact ALSSAR senior vice president C. W.
Posey at cwposeysar@bellsouth.net.
Chapters that want to schedule training
of existing and/or potential officers or the
entire chapter at a chapter location may
contact the current cadre. Contact Alexander at jgalexander@knology.net and
Pickette at pickette@att.net.
—David Billings
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Wiregrass honors Revolutionary War patriot
Under cloudy but rain-free skies, approximately
100 people that included family members, SAR
compatriots from three states and DAR ladies from
four chapters gathered on May 15 at the Pea River
Cemetery near Brundidge in Pike County to participate in the Wiregrass chapter’s grave dedication program for Revolutionary War soldier John Griffin.
Color guard members from several Alabama chapters, along with elements of the Florida color guard,
were joined by Boy Scouts and the Marine Corps
League in presenting the national colors and Revolutionary War flags.
ALSSAR president C. David Billings was on hand
to provide greetings and opening remarks about the
importance of remembering patriot ancestors, while
Dr. John Pugh of Atlanta presented family remarks
and recounted visits to the cemetery with older family
members and listening to stories about Griffin.
Three 5th great-grandsons participated in the actual
dedication and unveiling of the headstone.
Like so many other Revolutionary War veterans
Griffin looked westward, and helped settle the wilderness of the new nation bringing with him the ideals of freedom and liberty gained by American Revolution.
Records indicate he arrived in Pike County in 1822
and based on a newspaper interview with a grandson
published in 1895, Griffin “carried British lead in his
body to the day of his death.” He served with the 2nd
South Carolina Regiment and died in 1840.
At the conclusion of the program, chapter Piper
Nelson Gwinn, MD was presented a Meritorious
Service Medal for his support at numerous chapter
grave markings. This program marked the sixth grave
marked by the Wiregrass Chapter in seven years, and
plans are already being developed to conduct a similar event in the fall of 2012.

—Photos courtesy of John Wallace

Wiregrass chapter vice-president Marvin Vickers, center,
makes presentation to grandsons Jonathan, Matthew and
Michael Murphy as chapter president Perry Vickers assists.

—Photo courtesy of Walter C. Dorsey

Valley recognized by Lee chapter
The Richard Henry Lee chapter
recognized the city of Valley at its May
27 meeting for their patriotic display of
the American flag, which is
continuously flown and well lighted at
night according to proper flag protocol.
Presenting Valley Mayor Arnold Leak
with a flag certificate are Richard
Henry Lee chapter president Walker M.
Jackson, left, and chapter flag
committee chairman Thomas H.
Bufford, right.
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Visit the ALSSAR Web site at www.alssar.org
New e-mail address for newsletter materials
If you’re submitting material for the next newsletter, please take note of
the new e-mail address (timgaylesar@gmail.com) or send information
about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by Sept. 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.

—Photo courtesy of George W. Royer Jr.

Revolutionary War weapons and artifacts
The Tennessee Valley’s May meeting focused on educating the compatriots on Revolutionary War uniforms,
weapons and equipment, with instruction, from left: chapter president Conrad Cook, former presidents Jim
Maples and Hoyt Smith, ALSSAP president David Billings, Otha “Skeet” Vaughn and Bob Anderson.

