CALENDAR AT A GLANCE
Sept 1 - 7:00 pm - Mission Committee Meeting

Lakewood Window

Sept 2 - 7:00 pm -Health Ministry Team Training
Sept 3 - 8:00 pm - Chancel Choir Practice Begins
Sept 6 - 8:20 & 11:00 am - Worship Services
Communion and Anointing at both Services
Sept 7 - Office Closed for Labor Day
- “1:30 pm - Ride for the Refuge”
Sept 9 - 6:30 pm - SPRC Meeting
Sept 10 - 9:00 am - Clergy Meeting
6:30 pm - Trustees Meeting
7:00 pm - Lay Leaders Meeting

Lakewood United Methodist Church

September, 2015

Life-Long Learning
September is here & summer is ending. As our children
head back to school, it is when we start looking (again) at
what learning opportunities are available to us during the
coming months.
Some educational sources available to us include:

Sept13 - Rally Day - 9:45 am in Fellowship Hall
Regular Church Worship Hours Return

Training classes - whether for a new career, a new hobby
or to update what we already know;

Sept 14 - 7:00 pm Pastor’s Bible Study
“ Disciple’s Path”
7:30 pm - Presque Isle Chorale Practice

Lectures - on a variety of subjects such as religion, history,
politics and current events;

Sept 15 - 7:00 pm - Soul Keeping Bible Study

Books - You can read or listen to books on any subject you
can imagine. Did you know that in 2013, over 300,000 new
books (or re-editions) were published in the US alone?
That’s part of a total of 2.2 million books published in 124
different countries. So, don’t tell me you’ve read everything
out there!

Sept 16 - 11:45 am - Epilogue at Beachwood
-7 to 9:00 pm - Health Ministry Team Training
- 7:00 pm - Church Council Meeting
11:45 am - Epilogue at Beachwood
Sept 17 - 7:00 pm - Lay Leaders Meeting
Sept 20 - 8:20 & 11:00 am - Worship Services
12 Noon - Worship Committee Meeting
Sept 24 - 7:00 pm - Lay Leaders Meeting
Sept 25 - 1- 6 pm - Book Sale in Fellowship Hall
Sept 26 - 9 -1 pm -Book Sale Continues
Sept 27 - 8:20 & 11:00 am - Worship Services
1:30 pm - Crop Walk
Sept 30 - 7:00 pm Health Ministry Team Training
Holy Communion; Prayer and Anointing:

Holy Communion will be celebrated on September 6th this month, while seated in the pews..
After both services, there will be a brief prayer
and healing service for anyone desiring prayers
and anointing, either for themselves or for others.
Attendance:
The average worship attendance during the
month of August was 140. The average worship
attendance for the year is 155.

TV and Online -There are GOOD programs available.
Check PBS (WQLN), National Geographic Channel and
some of the news networks for just a few of the many options available.
Talking to each other - Maybe someone here at Church, or
where you work, does a hobby that you would love to learn
– ask them to teach you. If you love to learn about other
places, we have people here in the church who just went to
Paraguay and others who climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro. They
must have wonderful stories to tell. What about our elderly
members - many of them have stories to tell about past experiences and if we don’t listen, the stories will be lost to
future generations.
Lakewood UMC - Our church starts its educational year this
month with the Sunday School “Kickoff”.
Classes are
available for all ages. There will be bible study groups reforming as well as other opportunities for learning.
The people of Erie are blessed to have several universities,
hospitals, and other sites that conduct educational programs. Check them out. I think you will find something if
one of your goals is to continue “Life-Long Learning.”
An intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and the ear of the
wise seeks knowledge.” Proverbs 18:15
Suzi Rosendahl
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
“Soul Keeping”
“When is the last time you thought about the state of
your soul?” That’s a quote from the book-flap of John Ortberg’s
book Soul Keeping: Caring for the Most Important Part of You.
His book is going to be the basis for the next sermon series I’ll
be preaching beginning September 13th. It’s also the basis of a
seven week study group I’ll be leading beginning September
15th through October 27th, 7 to 8:30 pm in the library.
The book-flap goes on: “The health of your soul isn’t just a matter of saved or unsaved. It’s the
hinge on which the rest of your life hangs. It’s the difference between deep, satisfied spirituality and
a restless, dispassionate faith.”
How is it with your soul? Do you feel a deep connection to God? Or, is your soul restless
and disturbed? Do you feel fulfilled or do you feel starved spiritually, wanting something more but
not sure what? Is your prayer life deep and satisfying or perhaps it is shallow and rather dry?
Many souls, even active church members, are starved spiritually, feeling unsatisfied with
their walk with God and not knowing what to do about it. “We’ve neglected this eternal part of ourselves (the soul), focusing instead on the temporal concerns of the world – and not without consequences!”
“Best-selling author John Ortberg presents a spiritually satisfying classic that will help you
rediscover your soul – the most important connection to God there is – and find your way out of the
spiritual shallow-lands to true divine depth.”
I invite you to join me for this 7-week adventure. Join us for worship when I’ll be preaching
on this important topic. Join us on Tuesday nights for Christian fellowship and study. Or, simply
pick up a copy of Ortberg’s book in the church narthex/lobby. If you take a copy of the book or a
copy of the study guide, please be sure to let us know by simply signing the clip board registration.
(Suggested donation of $10). Thanks!
May God be with us as we rediscover our souls and how to care to them. I’ll look for you in
church.
Sharing the journey with you,

**** New Member Class and Beginning Discipleship Class ****
Rev. Lewis will be leading a group of interested people through James Harnish’s book “A Disciple’s
Path” in preparation for the reception of new members on November 1 st, All Saints Day. Persons
who have recently joined but didn’t take the class previously are invited to join us. Persons who are
curious but not sure if they’re ready to join are invited to join us. And persons ready to become professing members of Lakewood UMC are invited to join us. As well, any member of the congregation
who would like to deepen their understanding of Christian discipleship is welcome to join us. Meeting on Monday nights at 7:00 pm in the church library, room 22 in the education building. Sign-up in
the narthex (lobby).
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Prayers and Sympathy
Prayers and Sympathy: to the family of Bob Christman who passed away on August 7 th. Funeral
services were private. May his family and friends be comforted by the Holy Spirit and the assurance of life eternal in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
Nominations Committee to begin
work soon.
th

Church Conference is October 25
this year. The Lay Leadership Committee will begin meeting on September 10th to start their annual
ministry of assessing leadership
needs and ministry gifts and graces.
Please be in prayer if called to
serve in a leadership capacity or to
serve on a ministry team or committee. May God raise up the spiritual
leadership we need for such a time
as this.

EVERYBODY, SOMEBODY, ANYBODY & NOBODY
This is a story about four people named Everybody,
Somebody, Anybody and Nobody. There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about that because it
was Everybody’s job. Everybody thought that Anybody
could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t
do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody
when Nobody did what Anybody could have done. The
moral of the story is that …….

Sometimes YOU just have to do it!!

Books, Books and More Books
The UMW/Faith Circle Book Sale is almost here. The sale takes place Friday, September 25th and Saturday, September 26th.
Donations will be
accepted until the book sale takes place! This year’s will be bigger and better as we are moving it to Fellowship Hall.
Friday Hours - 1pm to 6 pm
Saturday Hours - 9am to 1 pm
*********ATTENTION**********

The Person in the Pew
Someone in our church family
previously was a reporter for
Channel 12 television and also
was featured in a local TV commercial. She played on a winning YMCA Christian basketball
team in high school.
Do you know who this person is?
Last Month’s answer: Nancy Lamanna

Regular Morning Worship hours begin on September

13.

First Service at 8:30 am and Second Service at 11:00 am
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 am

When a young minister was still single, he preached
a sermon he entitled, "Rules for Raising Children." After he
got married and had children of his own, he changed the
title of the sermon to "Suggestions for Raising Children."
When his children got to be teenagers, he stopped preaching on that subject altogether.
— Rev. Bernard Brunsting
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New Adult Study
“The Call” by Adam Hamilton.
Follow the journeys of Paul, beginning with his
dramatic conversion, as he spread the Gospel
through modern-day Greece and Turkey. Travel
to the early church sites and explore Paul’s conversations with the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians,
Philippians,
Colossians,
and
Thessalonians. In this six-week
study, beginning on Sunday, September 20th, you are invited to
experience faith through Christ’s
greatest teacher and missionary.
Please join us starting on the 20th
in Room 25 at the end of the hall.

Health Ministry Training
Our newly formed Health Ministry Team will be offering some training for those interested. This is an
opportunity to learn more about how we can better
meet the needs of our congregation and outreach to
our community. Barb Lewis will be leading our training sessions from 7-9 pm on the following Wednesdays: September 2, 16, 30, and October 14. If you
are interested in participating, please contact Maria
Spicher at mspicher@roadrunner.com or at 8338237.

The United Methodist Women want to extend a big, bold

THANK YOU
to everyone for all their hard work on the rummage sale. I know I (Bev) am tired and I am sure that
you are too. As of now we have made $2071.82, without expenses, and more money is expected
to be collected. Profit should be over $2000. We have a wonderful team and we all work for together vey well. We could not have done it with out everyone‘s help. Thanks to the men's group,
the youth and especially Dan Thompson. Thank you again for a wonderful job done by everyone.

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE COURSES
Erie: Glenwood
Sept & Oct

RALLY DAY 9/13/2015

The Northwestern PA Faith Community Nurse and
Health Ministry Advisory Team is pleased to once
again offer the
Faith Community Nurse Course.

refreshments

This newly revised curriculum provides 38 hours
of CE's and includes 2 new sections. We will be
praying with you as you prayerfully consider taking the course and becoming a part of our
community of nurses who minister wholistically
and are being abundantly blessed as we bless
others.

together!

Contact Barb Lewis for more details, 838-1104.

Fellowship Hall 9:45 – 10:45 am
Come kick off the New Sunday School
Year in fellowship and enjoy

****Please Sign the pew pads. It assists the Pastor.****
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPONSOR A CHILD at the Methodist School in Paraguay? The Methodist Church is growing in Paraguay and many have come to know the Lord through their children
at Escuela Metodista Nuevo Horizonte. New Horizon School is a private school with tuition for
each student. Some families are able to pay for part of the tuition, many can not pay any of it, so
need sponsors. Sponsorship for one year is $480, which is $40/month (less than most cell phone
or cable bills ). This can be paid monthly, yearly or anything in between! You may request a boy
or girl and an age, and you will receive a picture of your child as well as a handwritten letter. Several of you can go together to sponsor a child, like a Sunday School class, a lunch bunch, family
members, etc. Perhaps there will be enough interest in the church for Lakewood to sponsor a 3rd
child. Speak with Russ or Kathy Fisher or Fred or Jackie Garnon to find out how you can sponsor
a child or offer more support to Lakewood sponsorships.

REGISTRATION OPEN FOR EUMA’s “The RIDE”
Registration is now open for the 16th Annual Ride for The Refuge. EUMA’s charity bicycle event is set for Mon, Sept. 7 (Labor Day) from our two event locations: Shades Beach
and Albion Fairgrounds. Visit our website at www.euma-erie.org to register online. Kurt
has issued another Executive Director’s Challenge – help us raise $20,000 and he will
shave his hair. He will also ride his bike from the EUMA Administration office to the top
fundraising church and throw a pizza party for those who participated! So, start assembling
your team (and list members under the same team name to help us keep track).
Prayer Shawl Ministry will be meeting September 21st at 6:00 at Bev Shrum's
house. Please join us. We have yarn, knit and crochet patterns, and knitting needles
and crochet hooks. You can join us to knit, crochet or just enjoy good fellowship. The
shawls are appreciated by all who receive them. Yarn or money to buy yarn are always
needed. Thank you to everyone who helps with this ministry.
Erie County CROP Hunger Walk
Sunday, September 27, 2015
1:30 – Presque Isle
The Erie County CROP Hunger Walk is celebrating its 40th year. It is the largest in
Pennsylvania, with more than 800 participants walk amidst the beauty of Presque Isle
State Park.
CROP is an international effort to alleviate hunger. Over the past 39 years, over $2 million has been raised
for hunger relief in Erie County. 25% of the total collected remains in Erie County and is distributed to local
relief agencies and food pantries.
Volunteers are needed to walk the walk and to seek sponsors. There will be two walks available:
5.5 mile walk 1 mile walk
If you can’t walk, sponsors are needed to make pledges to the walkers.
Contact Lakewood’s Walk coordinator, Chris Paul, to walk or to make a pledge. He can be reached by
email at bertachris@yahoo.com or by phone at 838-4767. Pledges can also be made online at crophungerwalk.org.
For those interested in ordering a 40th Anniversary 2015 Erie County CROP Walk shirt or sweatshirt, an
order form is available in the Lakewood Narthex (lobby).
Erie County CROP Hunger Walk has been chosen as a recipient for Community Day at Ye Ole Sweet Shop
on September 18, 2015. Buy cookies at Ye Ole Sweet Shop on that day and CROP will receive a portion
of the proceeds.
A 40 day Walk devotional in honor of the Erie County CROP Walk 40 th anniversary is available for download at www.cropwalkerie.org. Devotions began August 19th and continue through the walk day on September 27th.
5

SERMONS ON LINE
If you missed a Sunday Worship Service, Pastor Bob’s
sermons
are
posted
on
our
web
site
(www.lakewooderie.org). Go to the home page and
click on the “About” button and a menu will drop down.
Locate the link “Sermons” and click on it and a list of
sermons will show up. Find the Sunday date or the
sermon title you are interested in, click on it and the
sermon will appear. You can read it on line or print it
out if you still enjoy holding paper in your hand when
you read, or if you’d like to share it with someone else.
God bless!
August Sermons :
Aug 2 - “Don’t Forget the Bread”
Aug 9 -

“An Attitude of Gratitude”

Aug 16 - “Life Goes On ”
Aug 23 - “The Disciples Return and Report ”

Think About It
The moment you pray, you release God’s
power!
Joyce Meyer

IT'S NOT TOO LATE!
SIGN UP FOR AMBIT ENERGY as your utility
provider. Some of you have even received a letter
from First Energy saying they no longer can provide a competitive renewal offer and to choose
another supplier. Speak to Fred or Jackie Garnon, 814-833-3267 to discuss choosing Ambit
Energy, which will benefit you AND Lakewood.

Aug 30 - “What is a Soul?”

CHANGE THE WORLD, one student at a time! Loose change, bills and checks (made out to Samaritan
Hands/Paraguay) are all being accepted in the white Change the World bucket in the Narthex, by the stained
glass window. This money goes specifically for two students that Lakewood sponsors, Jennifer and Sebastian.

Cub Scout News
GOOD NEWS!
Lakewood has received
over $1500 from Ambit Energy, thanks to the many
families that have chosen
Ambit as their utility provider. Some members have
even gotten a rebate check
from Ambit Energy as part
of the 3% Guaranteed Savings Plan.

The Cub Scouts kept busy in August with a hike
to Buttermilk Falls in Asbury Woods. They also
went on a Family Camping Trip to Penn’s Cave
where they took an underground boat ride to explore the
cave. The animals at the Wildlife park were super cool! Our
thanks go out to the United Methodist Women and the Congregation for allowing us to run the bake sale and hotdogs at
the rummage sale. We greatly appreciate the support of all.
Our Scout Roundup is September 18th at the Park across the
street - make sure to bring your neighbors, nieces, nephews
and grandkids to the Rodeo. Look for more information to be
posted at the Church.

Financial News:
Give: to freely transfer something to someone
Sacrifice: surrendering a possession as an offering to God
Given the recent volatility of the stock market and uncertainty of the global financial climate,
it's easy to understand why one would become cautious with his/her money. In the last newsletter,
it was communicated that giving promotes healthy and happy relationships and makes the giving
individuals feel better and more connected. Understand that while stock market volatility is short
term, your spiritual well being is long term. In the grand scheme of things, your spiritual need to
give is greater than the church's need to receive. However, when you give, you become more connected to the church while strengthening your spiritual well being. Make a sacrifice. Strengthen
your spirit.
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September Birthdays
Zephaniah 3:17
GILCHRIST, Alexandra 09/01

MOON, Clifford

09/19

GILCHRIST, Elizabeth 09/01

CLARK, Laura

09/20

LEWIS, Jamie

09/01

LYONS, Jennifer

09/20

LIM, Errol

09/01

MACDONALD, Mildred

09/20

BULL, Jeremiah

09/02

CRIST, Kristy

09/21

LAWTON, Phill

09/02

MILLER, Lori

09/21

OFFNER, Linda

09/02

MINNICK, Margaret

09/2

GERARDE, Neal

09/05

BIGLOW, Donald

09/23

KINSINGER, John

09/05

HOUSTON, Heather

09/24

LEWIS, Megan

09/05

LASHER, Patricia

09/24

BAKER, Nevin

09/07

GIDDINGS, Louise

09/25

DAY, Janice

09/07

NAGLOWSKI, Janice

09/25

SHANER, Joyce

09/07

GOODMAN, Daniel

09/26

ENTERLINE, Stuart

09/08

ADAMS, David

09/27

WILLIAMS, Gleck

09/10

BARR, Zachary

09/27

BISBEE, Sharon

09/11

LEWIS, Robert

09/27

BUCHEIT Jr., Eric

09/11

PENCE, Nancy

09/27

BIGGIE, Katrina

09/15

PIKE, Sharon

09/27

HESS, Emma

09/15

MOORE CHISHOLM, Wilma

HOFFER, Brenden

09/15

RHOLLANS, Ruth

09/28

KOWALSKI, Riley

09/15

BELKNAP Sr., Dennis

09/29

REHDER, Mandi

09/15

BLAIR, Roy

09/29

HESS, Adrienne

09/17

CHANDLER, Alicia

09/29

KOSIOREK, Sue

09/18

FERRIER, Stefanee

09/29

SMITH, Mary

09/19

CHANDLER, Mackenzie 09/30

GLENN, Suzan

09/19

09/28

NIV

The LORD your God is
with you, he is mighty to
save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet
you with his love, he will
rejoice over you with singing."
17

The prevailing opinion seems
to be that the Romans were
the first civilization to celebrate birthdays for nonreligious figures. Romans
would celebrate birthdays for
friends and families, while the
government created public
holidays to observe the birthdays of more famous citizens.
However, female birthdays
still weren't celebrated until around the 12th century.
Attention potential
Sunday School Teachers!

Do you feel the calling to
help children learn what it
means to be a disciple of
Jesus Christ?
If so, we would be blessed
to welcome you to our
team of dedicated teachers. Please contact Pam
Anthony, 450-4819, to get
started!

EPILOGUE GROUP TO MEET AT BEECHWOOD GOLF CLUB RESTAURANT
The Epilogue Group of Lakewood widows and widowers will meet Wednesday, September 16,
2015, at the Beechwood Golf Club Restaurant, 6401 Gorski Road, Fairview, PA (off Sterrettania
Road after you go over the I-90 bridge immediately turn left). Those who wish to carpool may gather at the church and will leave at 11:30 a.m. The luncheons offer a time of sharing, support and
good fellowship. Please see Karen Mencer no later than Sunday, September 13, 2015, or call her
at (573)-356-8627 to make your reservation.
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Lakewood Youth Group
Friday/Saturday, Sept. 11

th

September 2015 Schedule

th

and 12 - Camp out at the Bull’s Land

(see flyer for details/permission slip required)

Sunday Sept. 13th – Rally Day at church 9:45am – Sunday school kick-off
Sunday, Sept. 20th - Youth meeting at church 6:00 – 7:30pm
Sunday, Sept. 27th - Crop Walk (after 11am service)
We will gather at noon in Fellowship hall for a light lunch and then carpool to Presque Isle. The
CROP WALK is a 1 mile or 6 mile walk to raise money for hunger relief in Erie and worldwide.
Permission slips required unless you are participating with your family.

From your Paraguay Mission Team! We would not have been able to go to
Paraguay without your spiritual and financial support. A special thanks to
Norma Buerk for making the 5 puppets, Maria Spicher for sewing the curtain
for the puppet stage and Louise Giddings for recording the program .
WHAT DID WE DO IN PARAGUAY?

We presented a puppet program with the theme God is Love ~ Dios es Amorto, to almost 3000
public school children. Through skits, songs and Lisa's narration, all in Spanish, some children
heard the message of Salvation for the first time in their lives. Many seeds were planted in those
little hearts and many watered.
Our plan was to leave behind at the New Horizon Methodist School all the puppets, stage, scripts
and recorded message and songs with the hope that they would be used somehow by those teachers and students. The day we left, missionaries who helped with our program were going to "the
interior" of Paraguay as part of a Medical Mission team. They were also going to do some children's
ministry while there. Imagine our joy that they wanted to take the entire puppet presentation! We
have since heard that at least 800 children saw the program! What an added blessing!
Sue Givens Newletter: (It made me think of this verse as I read what Sue wrote below. Acts 2:47 (NIV)47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number
daily those who were being saved.)
Maria, Carlos, Pablo, Hose and Gabriella are still doing presentations and kids are doing cards,
Dios Es Amor. Twenty-three from St. Matthew’s church in Belleville, IL, came for their yearly medical campaign in the rural San Pedro area of Yrybucua. Working along with local missionaries and
Paraguayans, our team provided vision, medical and dental services to 800 patients. Also, we had
youth who provided fun activities for the children and were able to share the word of God through
the puppet skits and songs. (The puppets were also used at the Susana Wesley Methodist School
to help celebrate their Children’s Day. That day they made a stage out of an upside down table.) Thank you, Lakewood UMC for leaving your puppets and materials for the missionaries to
use. Local Methodist pastors and their members provided prayer support during the clinic and over
150 children, youth and adults gave their lives to Jesus.
"Praise God for all the lives that were touched spiritually, physically and emotionally. May each new believer
grow in your truth and love." Richard Estes
8

