Newsletter

September 2016

The World According to Pastor Monica...
It's hard to believe that I've been Epiphany's pastor
just over six weeks! I'm so excited to be here, and
thankful for each of you and your enthusiasm, service
and prayers. I've been busy meeting area leaders,
investigating civic organizations and volunteer
opportunities, and I've begun to make home visits to
every member family, which I hope to complete by
the end of September.
Epiphany is blessed with a high energy level
and a can-do spirit that continues to amaze me. God
works through each of you as we come together to
be living witnesses of the love we share in Christ
Jesus. I'm also a high-energy
You called me gal, dedicated to helping our
grow
and
to pastor this congregation
flourish.
congregation
But new relationships
into renewal need nurturing and time, if
and expansion, they are to be genuine, strong
and enduring. As much as I
but it's not wish I could bring in hordes of
only up to me. new members tomorrow,
that's just not realistic. I ask
for your continued prayers as I “meet and greet” our
members, friends, and community leaders. I'll begin
the Leadership Collierville program this month, to
become immersed in "all things Collierville" so I can
effectively network and announce that Epiphany is, to
quote Chris Kelyman, "a mighty mouse." Our growth
won't happen overnight, but I'm confident that God

will lead us to proclaim the
Gospel in such a way that
folks will be drawn to
participate in worship and
service with us.
You called me to
pastor this congregation
into
renewal
and
expansion, but it's not only
up to me. If you care about
our faith community's
future, I ask you to roll up
your sleeves, sign up for
the Team of your choice
(Fellowship,
Worship,
Stewardship, Evangelism,
etc.) and participate. Let's not be part of the 80/20
norm, where 20% of members perform 80% of the
tasks. I'd like to brag that every Epiphany member
serves on a Team of some kind. We have an urgent
need for new Worship Assistants, Team members, and
fresh ideas. We need movers and shakers, as well as
folks behind the scenes. You are a vital component to
our success. Get involved here at Epiphany in a way
that is meaningful to you, doing God's Work, with
your hands. I promise you'll be transformed by grace
and joy!
Peace to all here,
Pastor Monica

precautionary measure.
Pastor Monica requested Council support for her
participation in Leadership Collierville. This would give
Pastor Monica the opportunity to network with
community movers and shakers giving Epiphany the best
exposure for growth. Participation would be a one day
commitment per month with graduation in May. The
Council unanimously approved the $750.00 expense with
$100.00 from Pastor's discretionary fund applied to
defray the expense.
Epiphany will participate in an ELCA area project
with our sister churches St. Luke, Living Word, and Peace
on Saturday, September 10, from 9am—Noon. The
churches involved will host a worship service/meal for the
homeless in downtown Memphis. Epiphany's participation
will consist of loaves of bread baked by our church bread
bakers for the 9/10 communion service and a gift of 100
$3.50 MATA bus passes with one bus pass given to each
homeless worship attendee. The bus pass entitles the
recipient to a one day MATA ride any day of the calendar
year. The $350.00 expense was approved by council and
will be taken from the Evangelism budget.
The next Council meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, September 13, at 7pm on St George's Campus.

August Council Meeting Summary
The newly elected Epiphany Church Council and newly
called Pastor, Rev. Monica Weber, met Sunday, August
14, 2016, at 4pm on St George's Campus to conduct
church business. This was the first council meeting of the
new church year 2016—2017. A quorum was present so
business commenced immediately.
An election was held to fill the Executive
Committee positions of President, Vice President,
Treasurer, and Secretary. By a unanimous vote, Ken
Ketcham, Paul Foreman and Dan Marzahl will remain in
their respective positions of President, V.P., and
Treasurer. Chris Kelyman will serve as Council Secretary
for the outgoing Council Secretary and Council Member,
Donna Cohen.
Under new business, a number of important
issues were addressed. By a unanimous vote, the Council
decided in light of reduced weekly offerings due to
member corporate transfers, retirements of members
who relocated to other parts of the country and the
added expenses of a full time pastor, they act prudently
and responsibly to conserve cash by reducing Epiphany's
Benevolence to the ELCA SE District Synod from the 15%
currently given to a tithe of a 10% offering. This will
become effective immediately. As reflected in the
Treasurer's report, Epiphany is financially sound but
Council felt it necessary to take the above action as a

Respectfully submitted by
Epiphany Church Council Secretary,
Chris Kelyman

God's Work/Our Hands Worship & Service for Persons Experiencing Homelessness
As part of the ELCA's national God's Work/Our Hands effort, please join your fellow Epiphians, members of Living WordArlington, St Luke-Cordova and Peace Lutheran downtown on Saturday, September 10, as we bring Word, Sacrament,
and Fellowship to persons experiencing homelessness in downtown Memphis. We will meet at Epiphany's chapel
parking lot at 8:45am, carpool to The Carpenter's House (N. 2nd & Exchange), and pitch in to offer a service of holy
communion and a light meal to persons in need. Pastor Monica will serve as our "street preacher."
Please wear your new ELCA t-shirts to this event. We will return to the Epiphany parking lot by noon. This event
will be photographed and submitted to the ELCA's coverage of God's Work/Our Hands Day, so we'd really like a good
turnout! For more info, contact Pastor Monica at pastormonica@epiphanylu.org.
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Rally Day/Pastor Monica's Installation

ELCA T-Shirt Pick Up

Join us on September 11 as we turn things topsy-turvy a
bit: on September 11, THERE WILL BE NO 10AM
WORSHIP SERVICE. Instead, we will kick off Adult &
Children's Sunday School at 11am, with coffee fellowship.
At 11:45am, we'll share a Potluck Luncheon, and at 1pm,
we will worship in the Agape Chapel and celebrate Pastor
Monica's Installation, with Rev. Dr. Ben Moravitz
presiding.
Wear your ELCA t-shirts on this day to show your
Epiphany spirit in the photos that will be published on the
Southeastern Synod website! As this is also God's Work/
Our Hands Sunday, please bring a canned ham to be
donated to the Collierville Food Bank in anticipation of
their increased winter demand. Please see Martha
Garner to sign up for the Potluck.

Tees have been ordered, and are scheduled for delivery
by Sunday, September 4. Please plan to attend worship
on September 4 to collect your t-shirts, so you can wear
them to worship with the homeless on Saturday,
September 10.

New Adult Sunday School
Class!
Grab some coffee and a snack
at coffee hour on September
11, then join us for Pastor
Monica's Adult Sunday School
class, "Was Ist Das?" This
German phrase, "What is
that?" is literally what prompted Martin Luther to write
his Small Catechism. Class will consist of a brief
PowerPoint presentation each week, followed by
discussion. All are welcome!

Papers for Puppies Returns!
Most of us get the newspaper
delivered to our home, and
regardless of whether or not we
read it, they usually end up in the
trash or (hopefully) recycling bin.
There’s someone else who could
use those papers: The Collierville
Animal Shelter.
The shelter uses the papers to line the bottom of
the animal cages. It’s a little-known need of theirs and a
very simple way to make a difference in the lives of
animals that need it.
When you’re done with your papers, before you
throw them out, consider bringing them in to church on
Sunday. If you’d like to donate to the shelter’s other
needs as well, they are always in need of the following:

MOE (Men of Epiphany)
The Men of Epiphany (MOE) meet regularly for
fellowship, devotions, and service. From October through
April, you're invited to participate in MOE Bacon: a
monthly breakfast gathering at Perkins restaurant in
Collierville. MOE Bacon meets on the 2nd Saturday of
every month at 8:30am. Additional meetings and events
include volunteering at the Collierville Jr. Fishing Rodeo,
working Epiphany's Community Garden, and hosting
special fellowship events at the Garden and other sites.
For more info on MOE, send an email to
info@epiphanylu.org.

GOE (Gals of Epiphany) Walking Devotion: Bad
Girls of the Bible

Purina Cat & Kitten Chow
Canned cat food Paté (only), Friskies and Fancy Feast
Iams Dog & Puppy Food
Dog leashes & buckle collars
Canned dog & puppy food
DAWN dish detergent
Laundry detergent
Office supplies, especially copy paper
Bleach

The Gals of Epiphany (GOE) will begin a Walking Devotion
group on Saturday, October 1, 9am. Meet at the Chik-FilA on Germantown Road, adjacent to Wolf River
Trailhead. We will stroll (easy pace, we promise!) for 1
mile, then gather at ChikFilA for fellowship and a
discussion of Liz Curtis Higgs' fabulous, fun study, Bad
Girls of the Bible. We'll learn about female biblical
heroines who stepped outside society's box in order to
be faithful to God. Invite a 'gal pal' to join us! To reserve
devotion materials, please see Martha Garner or Pastor
Monica. This will be a monthly activity, so come see what
GOE is all about!

Puppy Sunday is the last Sunday of every month, so bring
in those papers! Jaclyn Harwell will be collecting them in
a bin by the doors. Contact her (jaclyn@epiphanylu.org)
with any questions.
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Property and Garden News
With the higher than normal rainfall this year, to keep the lawns in good shape, the grass needs to be mowed each
week. We did have a shortage of labor and some mechanical problems in July, so a professional mowing service was
employed for one mowing. Fortunately, our volunteers were able to return from vacations, extended stays, and medical
issues, therefore, we’ve been able keep up the pace to keep the lawn in good shape.
Again, we could use more volunteers to work in this area: operating a riding or push mower, plus using the weed
whacker.
The Garden also suffered due to the lack of volunteers in July. With the consistent rains, the weeds and grass
overwhelmed all of our Garden areas. We have battled back as we have attacked the weeds in the beds, however, we
still have a portion to go. Also, we are pruning the tomato plants aggressively so they can hold on until the cooler early
fall temperatures will allow flowering and fruiting of additional tomatoes. Presently, we continue to get some tomatoes,
plus squash, peppers, and eggplant. Season-to-date, we have produced 555 lbs of veggies, of which most has been
donated to the Collierville Food Pantry with a lesser amount to the Page Robbins Day Center.
We are pushing to get our raised beds weed free so in late August/early September, we can plant our late
season crops, namely greens (turnip and mustard), purple hulled peas, radishes, carrots, beets, and kohlrabi. Marjorie
and Janice have been busy providing seed tapes.
Thankfully, we have a great team, however, we always could use more help!
Cheers,
Wendell Kruse
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Some New Pictures from the
Epiphany Community Garden!
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At the Collierville Food Pantry with
Produce from the Garden
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September Worship Servants
9/4

9/11

9/18

9/25

Assistant Minister

Wendell Kruse

John Crossmock

Donna Cohen

Carol Rife

Lector

Diane Kruse

Donna Cohen

John Crossmock

John Garner

Greeter/Usher

Dan & Pat Marzahl

Ken & Lois Ketcham

Jon Curler & Dianne
Polly

Candy Knight &
Prannoy Lankapalli

Communion Assistant

Martha Garner

Lori Crossmock

Twila Hooverson

Jeanne Foreman

Acolyte

John Garner

Prannoy Lankapalli

Praharsh Lankapalli

Bill Sykes

Crucifer

Scott Fisher

Candy Knight

John Garner

Jon Curler

Baker

Diane Kruse

Candy Knight

Twila Hooverson

Carol Rife

Communion Linens

Linda Fisher

Candy Knight

Twila Hooverson

Jennifer Sykes

Coffee Hosts

Jennifer Parker &
Candy Knight

Dan & Pat Marzahl

Anil & Olivet
Lankapalli

John & Lori
Crossmock

Altar Guild

Ken Ketcham & Dan
Scherf

John & Lori Crossmock Jon Curler & Prannoy Bill & Jennifer Sykes &
Lankapalli
Ken Ketcham

Council Host

Wendell Kruse

Chris Kelyman

Paul Foreman

Carol Rife

September Events
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9:30am

Epiphany Garden Work Day

4

10am
11am

Worship with Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship
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9:30am
1:30pm
5:30pm

Epiphany Garden Work Day
Adult Bible Study
Confirmation Class

10

8:45am

Carpool from Agape Chapel to
Carpenter’s House
Carpenter’s House Worship & Fellowship
with the Homeless

9:00am
11
10:15am
11:00am
12:00pm
1:00pm

17

18

7pm

Council Meeting

14

9:30am
1:30pm

Epiphany Garden Work Day
Adult Bible Study

Confirmation Class

9:30am

Epiphany Garden Work Day

October Newsletter Submission Deadline
Choir Practice
Contemporary Service of Joy with Holy
Communion
11:00am Coffee Fellowship
11:15am Sunday School
9:15am
10am

God’s Work. Our Hands.
Choir Practice
Sunday School; Coffee Fellowship
Potluck
Worship with Holy Communion; Pastor
Monica’s Installation with Rev. Dr. Ben
Moravitz; Installation of Council Members
and Sunday School Teachers
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5:30pm

21

9:30am
1:30pm
5:30pm

Epiphany Garden Work Day
Adult Bible Study
Confirmation Class

24

9:30am

Epiphany Garden Work Day

9:15am
10am
11:00am
11:15am
6pm

Puppy Sunday
Choir Practice
Worship with Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
Worship & Music Team Meeting

9:30am
1:30pm
5:30pm

Epiphany Garden Work Day
Adult Bible Study
Confirmation Class

25

28

August & September Birthdays
8/1
8/5
8/6

Ken Ketcham
Rick Barnard
Ray Heilener

8/10
8/21
8/25

Olivet Lankapalli
Jennifer Sykes
Pastor Monica Weber

8/27
9/25

Joann Weiland
Dan Scherf
Linda Fisher

If you don't see your birthday listed, please contact Pastor Monica so it may be added!
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Epiphany is a congregation
of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.

Epiphany Lutheran Church
Worship Location
1880 Wolf River Blvd
Collierville, TN 38017
Mailing Address
PO Box 1805
Collierville, TN 38027

Pastor Monica Weber
Phone
Email
Website
Facebook
Twitter
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pastormonica@epiphanylu.org
901-861-6227
info@epiphanylu.org
www.epiphanylu.org
www.Facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran
www.twitter.com/epiphanycville
www.twitter.com/pastormonicaweb

