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TCPC Remembers John L. Cole
By Duane Stabler
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Do you have a program you’d like
to present? If so, contact Dave
Johnson, program director

For the past seven years, this editor has had
the privilege of getting to know John L. Cole
as a TCPC member who actively participated
on the board of directors, as a dealer at TCPC
shows and as the most prolific writer for this
publication. Although our membership will
get to read a few more of John’s articles, he’s
now traveled on leaving us only with his
memory. He will be missed by all of us who
had the opportunity to learn from his articles
that have graced these pages so often.
John was a life long resident of Kenyon,
Minnesota having graduated from Kenyon
High School in 1950. He entered the US
Navy and served two tours of duty during the
Korean War. He served on two different
ships until returning to Kenyon. John and
Lila were married on November, 1955 and John was employed as a construction
electrician. He worked on such things as traffic signals, street lights, athletic
fields and airports.
John was involved with many groups including being the past Commander and
District Officer of the VFW Post #141, Mayor of Kenyon and on the Kenyon
City Council for 16 years. John was a board member and past president of the
Goodhue County Red Cross for many years. He was a board member of the
South Eastern Minnesota Multi County Housing Redevelopment, Kenyon Land
Company, Kenyon Cemetery Association and a TCPC board member.
John never forgot his fellow veterans and was elected Commander of the Calvert
Association and for 30 years he organized reunions for over 700 people and
published a semi-annual Association Newsletter.
John published three books, “All School Reunion”, “Post Cards of Kenyon”, and
“Business History of Kenyon & Moland Too”. In addition to his many articles
for TCPC, he wrote articles that appeared in the Kenyon Leader “View of the
Past” as well as numerous articles for magazines.
See John C. Cole on page 4
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The Magic Castle
Steve & Nancy Bailey

The Magic Castle is a private club for magicians located in Hollywood, California. It began its
life as a private home, built in 1909 by Rollin B. Lane. Mr. Lane owned much of what is now
Hollywood, dreaming of turning his land into orange groves, farms and ranches. But a severe
drought brought an end to his dreams and orange blossoms never filled the valley.
After the Lane family moved in the 1940s, the mansion was divided into a multi-family home,
then a home for the elderly and was finally transformed into a maze of small apartments. In
1960, Milt Larsen met the owner, Thomas O. Glover. Milt was a writer on the NBC TV show
“Truth or Consequences.” His office was on the ninth floor of an office building on Hollywood Boulevard that overlooked the Lane mansion. Milt’s late father, William W. Larsen, Sr.,
was a renowned magician and had long dreamed of building an elegant private club for magicians. The Lane mansion would become that club. Milt, his brother Bill and a crew of
eternally generous friends and volunteers began the extraordinary task of returning this
run-down apartment building to its glorious past. After months of scraping and sanding, the
rich Victorian elegance began to resurface. The Magic Castle opened on January 2, 1963. The
Castle is the “home” to the Academy of Magical Arts, Inc. and their guests.
On our honeymoon, we visited Niagara Falls and went to the Houdini Museum. At the end of
the museum was a gift shop that sold magic tricks. Steve bought a few, practiced them and by
the end of the week was performing them at the shop, thus the bug was born. We moved from
Minnesota to California, and lived in San Francisco for a year. We met a couple in the magic
shop and soon were performing with them. When we moved to Los Angeles, our first day we
visited Disneyland and the second day we joined the Magic Castle.
The Magic Castle has two types of membership. The first is to be a magician and you must
audition in front of your peers to ascertain that you know what you are doing. Steve was one
of Lance Burton’s peers when Lance first tried out. The second membership is an Associate
membership, which is for people who enjoy magic, but do not perform it. The only way you
can go to the Magic Castle if you are not a member is to find a member and receive a card
from them. You then make dinner reservations and are told the restrictions, which is the dress
code and the fact that no one under 21 is allowed. The dress code is very strict, gentleman
must wear a coat and tie and women a dress. When pants suits came into fashion, they had to
be very dressy. They were not above turning people away from the door. They did have some
ties on hand in case someone needed one of them. It didn’t matter if you had jeans that cost
hundreds of dollars – they wouldn’t let you in. You had to present your numbered card and
recite the name of the member who invited them. You then stepped up to an owl in a bookcase
and said “Open Sesame”. The wall slid open and you entered the club. There were magic acts
in several different rooms, both close up and stage. These were on the first floor and the
basement. The second floor is the dining room and the third floor, which was only accessible
to the magician members, is the library, which contains magic secrets of the ages.
See Castle continued on page 3
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Castle continued from page 2

On the main floor off the bar, is Irma who was an
invisible piano player. She died in 1938. She talks
through her piano and took requests and played them.
Her repertoire is very large and only once or twice when
we were there did she not know one. You could watch
the keys move as she played and if you could play, she
would play a duet with you. On the piano was a bird
cage. You could hear the bird, but not see it. It would
join in on some songs, its swing would move and people
would leave tips in the bird cage. Also at the main bar,
one of the bar stools would slowly sink. The person
didn’t realize it until they noticed they were level with the
bar. In the women’s restroom, they had regular flush
toilets, but had the pull chains from the water closet on
top. If you pulled the chain, music would play. The soap
dispenser was the statue of David and when you pushed
his naval, the soap came out below. In the men’s room
when you flushed the urinal, a devil’s voice would laugh
at you.
Children are allowed one day only, for Sunday brunch.
Then the acts would be geared more towards the children.
A special event was to hold a séance. It was for a member
and eleven guests. It was held in the Houdini room. You
would be served a six course meal, which the chef would
cook in your room with different wines at each course,
and after dessert, at precisely midnight, the medium
would enter the room and the séance would begin. It
included voices, levitating table, candles blowing out, a gun going off, etc. These were all things Houdini
had encountered when he was trying to reach his mother after she passed away. The medium would also do
some cold readings. There were different mediums and they were all good.
Another magician only perk was they would hold a swap meet where magic items would be sold. David
Copperfield collected older playing cards and bought a few from us.
All the greatest magicians in the world have been or are currently affiliated with the Magic Castle from
Siegfried and Roy to Lance Burton to Penn & Teller. You may recall seeing Johnny Carson perform his
“Karnac the Magnificent” routine on “The Tonight show”. Johnny Carson was a Castle member. The
inspiration for his television routine was an arcade fortune-teller named Madame Karnac, who currently is
housed in the Magic Castle. Madame Karnac was a gift from Mr. Carson himself.
There were always visiting magicians working at the Castle. About once a month a visiting magician would
give lectures to magician members and they usually had some new tricks. They would show how they
worked and then sell them.
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John L. Cole continued from page 1

John is survived by his wife Lila Mae Cole, three daughters, seven grandchildren and two great grandchildren. He
was preceded in death by his parents, one son and his sister.
John and Lila also sponsored a foreign exchange student from Thailand and had traveled to Thailand to visit her and stayed in touch with her.
John and Lila were active as TCPC board members. This editor will always remember
him for his skill at telling jokes and the look he’d have on his face when he delivered
the punch line as he read the faces of the listeners.
His favorite meal at Hopes Restaurant (where the board meeting is held) was Lemmon Grass Chicken. He and Lila didn't need to see the menu as they always
looked forward to that meal.
There was much more to John than most of us had realized. He lived life to the
fullest and was always so willing to share of his knowledge of post cards. May
John now rest in peace. We will miss him greatly.
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nd

22 Annual

Cambridge Antique Fair
cambridgeantiquefair.com

August 3rd and 4th
Saturday, August 3
Sunday, August 4

8 AM to 5 PM
9 AM to 4 PM

Isanti County Fairgrounds
CAMBRIDGE, MN
1 Mile East of Highway 65 on Highway 95
Just 40 Miles Due North of the Twin Cities.
12 miles west of I-35W and Tanger Outlet Mall on Highway 95

August 3—4, 2013
Saturday 8 AM to 5 PM
Sunday 9 AM to 4 PM
Admission $6.00 Good Both Days
Children under 12 years old are free
Clip and bring this ad for a $1.00 discount off each
ticket purchased.
Metro Promotions, Inc
Kermit & Jeanie Wellman Kerstin Quigley
PO Box 219 Cedar, MN 55011

kwel16421@aol.com or 763-434-6664
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Solve the Mystery with a Solution
Original Story by Wayne Duznski with
updates and summary by Duane Stabler

This Solve the Mystery postcard generated numerous suggestions as to what the building between the house and the
barn was used to do for this dairy.
The first suggestion that Wayne heard was “it’s a two story outhouse” , we had a good laugh about it and dismissed it
as not likely. The second suggestion came from Thomas Landheer who writes “ I asked my Uncle Slim about the
building between the house and the barn and he believes it’s a pump house with a water cistern on the top.” Thomas
goes on to state that a gas engine was used to pump the water up to the top of the building for storage and gravity
provided the ability to have the water run into the house or barn.
Dean Borghorst collaborated with Larry Meyer and Jeff Wocolka. Jeff remembered such a building on a relative’s
farm. The tall building, like this, on the relative’s farm contained a large water tank in its upper portion. From it,
water was pumped to the house or barn. How the water was pumped up to the tank wasn’t known. The lower part of
the structure would have been used to house a way to heat the building to keep the water from freezing. Most likely a
pot-belly kind of stove was maintained thus allowing running water all year long. Since this photo is that of a dairy,
there were numerous cattle that needed the water as did the residents of the farm.
These two stories seem to match and your editor considers the mystery solved. Wayne, thanks for sharing the photo
and thanks to Dean, Larry and Jeff for providing some insight into the technology of the past.
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Summer 2013
11th Annual Land of Lakes
Antique Postcard & Paper Show
Friday, July 26th
9am to 6pm
th
Saturday, July 27 9am to 4pm
Eagan Community Center
1501 Central Parkway

Eagan, Minnesota
The Twin Cities’ Largest Show of its kind
Featuring Top Dealers from all over the U.S.A.
Presented by Yesterday’s Mail
Morgan Hassenmayer postcardlady@comcast.net 860-319-4022
Plenty of Free Parking & On-site Food Available
Easy access from Interstates 35 & 94
Near Minneapolis/St. Paul Int’l Airport
$4 Admission --- Good for Both Days
Free Appraisals

Don’t Miss the Upper Midwest’s Most Exciting Summer Show
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Spring 2013 TCPC Show
A look back at the show/sale

The Kelly Inn was again the location for the
Spring show of the Twin City Postcard Club.
The room was filled with many postcards,
lots of buyers and dealers willing to make a
deal on their merchandise.
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The Twin City Postcard Club wishes to
thank the many volunteers, dealers,
buyers and the Kelly Inn for helping to
make this show a success.
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Do you have a program you’d
like to present? If so, contact
Dave Johnson, program
director.
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Advertising:
General advertising will appear in the newsletters. Members can have one free line ad in the newsletter each year.
Send your ad (and payment if required) to the newsletter
editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

TCPC News

Wanted: A volunteer to assist the editor in
identifying upcoming postcard shows or
antique shows where postcards are available
for sale. This would be added to this
newsletter. Contact Duane Stabler
(dstabler@bigfoot.com)

Please plan to attend the monthly meetings where you’ll find frequent auctions
and dealers with postcards for sale but also you’ll have opportunities to learn
more about this terrific hobby.

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center, 1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN Unless otherwise noted

Programs
Jul 17 - Remembering John L. Cole—the editor has provided an insight into John as we
say goodbye to a friend and fellow TCPC member. Bring your stories about John to
share as we reflect on John’s impact on our lives.
Aug 21 - Show and Tell us about Baseball—bring a sample of your favorite baseball
postcard (or other sport if you don’t have baseball postcards)

WELCOME NEW MEMBER(S):
John Dockendorf
Camp Hill, PA
collects bus related including school buses, city and
intercity buses, Greyhound and Trailways, bus stations,
tour and sightseeing buses

Meeting Schedule for 2012-13
July 17, 2013
August 21, 2013
September 18, 2013
October 16, 2013
November 20, 2013
December 18, 2013
Board Meeting Schedule for 2013
September 4, 2013
November 6, 2013

Upcoming Programs
It’s time to plan for 2013 and we hope to offer programs at
least once per quarter again this year. Do you have a suggestion for something you’d like to see?
Or, perhaps you’d like to offer a program yourself (don’t be
shy)? Programs should be about 15 minutes in length and
can be about anything from your favorite card topic or a
general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further details.

TCPC Board of Directors and Officers
President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP/Membership : Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428

Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Paul Scheuer, 651-335-9722
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
Member-at-Large: Don Morgenweck, 952-926-8668
Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
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Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
Time: 5:30 - 8: 30 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)

Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com
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