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President’s Report
Well, this is my third report to you as the President of TVCSAR. When I thought about
that, I had to stop and count the months to make sure if what I had just realized was accurate.
Yep, six months have passed. Hard to believe, because time really does fly when you are having
fun. Speaking of having fun, I hope that all of you that attended the Summer Social had as much
fun and Bev and I did. It was really great seeing you and visiting with you in a purely social
setting and having the opportunity to learn a little bit more about one another. That is one of the
things I regret about our organization, we are so busy at our meetings, that we really don’t have an
opportunity to sit together and learn about our shared thoughts.
I’m always amazed at the background and experience of the people we have in our group of
Compatriots. We are from a truly extraordinary breadth of backgrounds and histories. That is
one reason that we have been trying to establish a data base of our membership to allow us to be
able to know more about the guy sitting next to you in the meeting. If anyone of you have a
suggestion on how we can become better acquainted, buttonhole me or Vice President Bob
Baccus and give us an earful.
Your Chapter has been really busy since my last report. The Summer Social was a major
event, and it was followed by numerous Color Guard Activities, Scheduled Monthly Meetings,
Board of Officers Meetings, Constitution and By Laws Revision meetings, Youth Programs
Committee Meetings, and all of the day to day individual efforts of coordination, planning and
execution of plans made to keep the TVCSAR, your Chapter, active, moving forward and
achieving the goals of our society which are the preservation and promotion of American Heritage
and Patriotism through Education.
I got to thinking about this the other day and this is what I came up with. The management
of the Chapter and its many activities and programs are accomplished by the seven elected officers
and the immediate past President comprising the Board of Officers, sixteen Chapter Committee
Chairmen, and all of the past Chapter Presidents (whom I call the “Gray Beards”) as ex-officio
advisors and confidants, and this doesn’t include the support groups such as the Color Guard.
This group numbers about thirty dedicated individuals, depending on how you want to count
them, who spend countless hours of their own time and effort ensuring that the Chapter functions
as desired and defined in the Constitution and By Laws to the best of their ability. THESE
COMPATRIOTS ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS! Where I’m going with this is that our
Chapter has become the pre-eminent Chapter in the State, and as recognized by our recent award
at National Congress, the most outstanding chapter of our size in the entire nation. We did not
gain that recognition without a lot of hard work by a lot of different Compatriots, and let’s not
forget all of our lovely ladies that support all our activities, from making Color Guard uniforms,
to serving us a “Buffet Lunch” every month.
For the Chapter to continue in its “March for Excellence,” we must continuously reinvigorate our management staff. We are always in need of additional people to serve in many
different areas of the Chapter’s activities. We have lots of needs, and if you will VOLUNTEER
your valuable time and effort, the Chapter will continue on its current path. If you don’t, it won’t,
because the Chapter is the membership and the collective effort of all the Compatriots.

Hal Thornton
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Secretary’s Report - August Meeting
The August Chapter meeting was called to order by
President Hal Thornton at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium of the
Huntsville-Madison County Public Library. The meeting opened
with the pledge of Allegiance led by President Thornton and
followed by the SAR pledge, led by Compatriot Len Lanham.
The prayer of invocation was given by the Chapter Chaplain
Conrad (Connie) Cook. A motion was made to dispense with
Reading of the July 13 minutes.
Thirty six members and nine guests were present. Each
officer and committee chairman presented their reports. Vice
President Bob Baccus stated today’s program speaker would be
our Compatriot Bob Doherty and September’s program would be
Alan Maiorano speaking on “The Startup of the Navy During the
American Revolution”.
Secretary Ron Bledsoe’s report emphasized that members
may review the minutes of each meeting in the monthly website
newsletter produced by Compatriot Jim Maples. Secretary
Bledsoe also mentioned that a much needed and more efficient
process and management change is being established in the
chapter. This change will add a Membership Secretary. At this
time this, Compatriot Chip Pharr was selected to carry out these
duties as Chairman of the Membership committee, and will handle
members and membership in all aspects for the chapter. These
duties are identified in the minutes of a July 17, 2015 meeting on
Membership Processing and Management conducted by
President Hal Thornton. These duties primarily affect the present
Secretary, Registrar and Treasurer. The present Secretary will
primarily be responsible for gathering information from all
Chapter officers and chairmen and preparing the Americanism
Award and State Awards to send to the National and State
Officers. The Secretary will also be preparing the minutes for
each chapter and board meeting and distribute to the officers and
chairmen.
Treasurer Brian House presented the present status of the
Chapter income and assets.
Compatriot David Byers summarized the status of member
applications for Registrar Charles McMurry. Reports were
submitted earlier. Two new members expecting induction today
were not available and will be inducted at a later date.
Historian Bob Doherty presented a report of information
placed in the Chapter Archives on the third floor of the Huntsville
- Madison County Library. He also mentioned letters written
about the 125th NSSAR Congress Memorial pamphlet and to our
World War II veterans.
Chaplain Connie Cook mentioned the outstanding program
given at the Space and Rocket Center to honor over 500 WWII
veterans. Also Compatriot Cook asked the members for any
contacts we may know for collecting funds for the chapter as part
of his Funding Committee.
Color Guard Commander Bob Anderson also noted the
outstanding crowd present at the ceremony honoring the veterans.
Many pictures were taken and much pride was given to the Color

Page 2

Guard. Compatriot Bob Anderson mentioned several future color
guard activities scheduled.
Membership Compatriot Chip Pharr announced that
membership and guest attendance sheets and badges are part of his
new duties.
Flag Chairman Jim Grubbs said that several organizations
are being evaluated for SAR certificates.
President Hal Thornton spoke for Compatriot Mac Moon
stating that three individuals have been deemed worthy by the
Chapter Awards and Medal committee to receive the SAR Medal
for Heroism: Calindo Fletcher, a recent high school graduate who
died attempting to save a man in a local North Alabama lake;
Vince Crivelli, a TV news reporter who prevented a woman from
being robbed in a grocery store parking lot; and Gram Flowers, a
six year old boy who prevented his unconscious grandfather from
drowning, following a jet ski accident. The individuals have been
contacted regarding the receipt of this special recognition.
Compatriot Bob Doherty presented Military Service
Certificates to Ted Bledsoe, Frank Vinz, Jim Maples, George
Stone and Richard Blanton. Don Smith and Ed Bledsoe were not
present to receive their awards. They will be given to them later.
Compatriot Jim Maples spoke about our Chapter website,
and its status. Jim stated that the website is almost completely
revised, and has a lot of great pictures and status of things that
have taken place in recent months and activities coming up in the
future.
President Hal Thornton stated that the data base is in the
works. President Thornton also recognized the guests that were
present.
The Tennessee Valley Chapter Board of Officers
recommended that a motion be made to the membership to
increase the local chapter dues from $18 to $25. The motion was
made and seconded to increase the Chapter dues from $18.00 to
$25.00 per year. The vote was called and passed with no dissent.
The National dues have increased from $30 to $35. The State
dues remain at $20. The total increase in dues for 2016 will be
from $68 to $80.
Historian Bob Doherty presented his “Little Known Facts of
History.” Chaplin Connie Cook presented his usual history
challenge, quotes from 25 different Revolutionary Patriots.
Compatriot Bob Doherty suggested his Program of “David
Busnell and the Turtle” be delayed for a later date.
President Hal Thornton thanked the Ladies Auxiliary:
Linda Maples, Linda Doherty, Beverly Thornton, Wilma Stone,
Janey Byers, Sue Royer, Susan Crabtree, Pat Cook, Kay Anderson
& Compatriot Frank Vinz for providing food and drinks for the
meeting. Special thanks to Linda Maples and Linda Doherty for
the extra effort in filling in for Beverly Thornton.
President Hal Thornton reminded everyone about the
summer social, August 21st at the Whitesburg Baptist Center.
President Hal Thornton concluded the meeting with the
SAR Recessional, followed by the benediction by Chaplin Connie
Cook and a motion to adjourn. The meeting ended at 12:15pm.
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Greeters today were Compatriots Len Worlund and Spike
Field.

Ron Bledsoe, Secretary
Secretary’s Report - September Meeting
The September Chapter was called to order by President Hal
Thornton at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium of the HuntsvilleMadison County Public Library. The meeting opened with the
posting of the Colors by the Tennessee Valley Chapter Color
Guard. The Pledge of Allegiance was then led by President
Thornton and followed by the SAR Pledge, led by Compatriot
Bob Doherty. The Prayer of Invocation was given by the Chapter
Chaplain Conrad (Connie) Cook. Forty four members and twenty
guests were present. Guests were recognized and introduced.
Special Guest was the Alabama Society SAR (ALSSAR) Senior
Vice-President Dr John Fred Olive of the Birmingham Chapter
and honored recipient.
President Thornton introduced the meeting honoring
heroism within the Huntsville Community by the presentation of a
SAR Medal of Heroism. Senior Vice-President Dr John Fred
Olive described meaning of the Medal for Heroism (to recognize
individuals that have gone beyond sacrificed or put their life on the
line to protect someone else). The recipient and his Act of Valor
were introduced by Compatriot Bob Baccus. The recipient was
Vicent Crivelli. Vicent Crivelli is a WAFF 48 Reporter and was
presented the Medal for Heroism and a certificate. Photos were
taken to document this special event and was reported on the local
news TV station, WAFF 48.
A motion was made to dispense with reading of the August
11, 2015 minutes
Officers and Committee reports were given. Compatriot Jim
Grubbs stated that three flag certificates were given to Businesses
since the August 11 meeting.
Compatriot Bob Anderson reviewed the future activities of
the Chapter color guard.
Compatriot Bob Doherty presented a Military Service
Certificate to Dr David Billings and Compatriot Dr Billings was
also recognized for his military service at the National Congress.
Compatriot Bob Doherty also mentioned that nineteen Military
Service medals and nineteen Military Service certificates have
been given to the Tennessee Valley Chapter Veterans this year.
Four new members, Dr William Sansom Armstrong, Kevin
Wayne Breuers, Donald Lee Christian and Robert Edward White
were inducted into the chapter and given the oath of membership
by President Hal Thornton.
Each were presented their
membership rosettes from Registrar Charles McMurry. The new
members were given the opportunity to speak of their patriot
ancestor, and warmly welcomed into the chapter.
Two new
members, Arthur Wooten Orr and Fletcher Shane Killingsworth,
were not present and will be inducted at a later date.
President Hal Thornton mentioned that the Tennessee Valley
Chapter coffee cups were available for $10 per cup and encouraged
the members to purchase. President Hal Thornton also stated
Photo by Jim Maples
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that a revision of the Tennessee Valley Chapter Constitution and
Bylaws are in work and will be submitted to the members by email
for review. The changes will be voted on for approval at the
October 12, 2015 meeting.
Vice President Bob Baccus introduced the Program Speaker,
Alan Maiorano. Alan is a retired Navy Captain and served 27
years in the US Navy. The program was on the “Continental
Navy and the Startup of the US Navy During the American
Revolution”. The program was excellant and well recieved.
Following the presentation Alan Maiorano was presented with a
Certificate of Appreciation and Honorarium, Tennessee Valley
Chapter coffee mug. Vice President Bob Baccus announced that
next month’s guest speaker will be Tom Walker discussing “The
American Village”.
President Hal Thornton then thanked the Ladies Auxiliary
for providing food and drinks for the meeting. The Ladies of the
Auxiliary led by Beverly Thornton were Linda Doherty, Kay
Anderson, Linda Maples, Carol Cornelius, Pat Cook, Sue Royer,
Janie Byers, and Wilma Stone .
The Chapter greeters today were Compatriots Larry Crabtree
and Richard Tingle.
President Hal Thornton concluded the meeting with the
Benediction by Chaplin Connie Cook and the SAR Recessional led
by Compatriot Spike Fields with a motion to adjourn.
The meeting ended at 12:20 pm.

Ron Bledsoe, Secretary
Upcoming Events
12 October 2015 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville Public
Library.
9 November 2015 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville Public
Library.
14 December 2015 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, Huntsville Public Library.

New Chapter and State Websites
The Tennessee Valley Chapter has a new and much
improved website. The new site is located at www.tvcsar.org.
For now the old site, www.sar1776.com, has been redirected
to the new site. Comments and suggestions welcome: Jim
Maples, sar1776@sar1776.com.
The State Society also has a new and greatly improved
website at www.alssar.org. You can get the latest state information as well as the latest state newsletter at the new website. Let me know what you think at the email address above.
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Treasurer’s Report
January-August 2015
Income
Annual Banquet Income
Corp Contributions- Youth Programs
Interest-Savings, Short-term CD
Annual Chapter Dues
New Member Application Fee
Miscellaneous Revenue
Membership Dues
Total Income
Expense
Awards and Grants
Brochure Contest
Eagle Scout Award
JROTC Cash Award
Orations
Poster Contest
Accounting/Bank Fees
Medals and Awards
Operations
Postage
Supplies/Printing
Officer Expenses
Color Guard Expense
Website/Newsletter Expense
Travel and Meetings
Conference, Convention, Meeting
Travel
Total Expense
Net Income
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
Endeavor Money Market
RFCU Business Checking Account
Total Checking/Savings
Accounts Receivable
Undeposited Funds
Total Current Assets
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities (National/State Dues Payable)
Equity
Opening Balance Equity
Unrestricted Net Assets
Net Income
Total Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

$1,930.00
195.00
9.47
430.00
225.00
1520.00
-68.00
$4,244.73
0
0
250.00
0
312.60
77.58
400.50
106.16
760.73
424.67
1,053.45
300.76
1995.09
233.20
$5,914.74
$-1,670.01

$9,572.52
838.55
10,411.07
0
0
$10,411.07
220.00
15,005.00
-3,606.66
-1,207.27
$10,191.07
$10,411.07

Brian House, Treasurer
Photo by Jim Maples

Hoyt Oron Smith
October 9, 1929 September 19, 2015

Photo by Jim Maples

Passing of Compatriot
It is with great sadness that we note the passing of Compatriot
Hoyt Smith. Hoyt joined the SAR in 1992 and was Alabama State
President 1999-2000. He was a very active member of the Tennessee Valley Chapter Color Guard. The picture above is one of my
favorites of Hoyt. This was a grave marking held in Athens several
years ago. Our State Newsletter Editor, Tim Gayle, wrote an outstanding article on Hoyt in the latest State newsletter which is
available at alssar.org under newsletters. The Tennessee Valley
Chapter Color Guard was honored to participate in Hoyt’s funeral
service held in Ardmore, Alabama on September 23rd. The Color
Guard is shown at the grave site in the picture below.
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Welcome New Members! - September Meeting

Donald Christian
Bobby White

Bill Armstrong

Kevin Breuers

NOTICE: Again this year we will take signed Christmas Cards to the
Tut Fann Veterans Home after the December meeting. If you have some
extra Christmas Cards and would like to participate, put a sentiment such
as “Thank you for your service,” sign the card, and bring them to the
October, November, or December meetings. After the meeting in December, we will go to Tut Fann and give the cards to a representative of
the veterans. Anyone who would like to attend is welcome.
Also, we will place Christmas wreaths on some of the Revolutionary War
soldiers buried in Madison County. We will probably do this the weekend before Thanksgiving. A time and place to meet will be announced at
the November meeting and by email. All are encouraged and welcome to
participate.

Vice-President Bob Baccus presents a Certificate of
Appreciation and a Tennessee Valley Chapter coffee mug to our
September speaker, Alan Maiorano.
Photo by Jim Maples
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COSTCO COSTCO

Willowbrook
Willowbrook
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Hilton
Hilton Garden
InnGarden Inn

Ray Pearman
Ray
Lincoln
Pearman Lincoln

PNC Bank

In the photos above, Flag Chairman James Grubbs is shown presenting Flag Certificates
to five businesses in Huntsville for the proper display of the American Flag

At our August meeting, Certificates
of Patriotism for Military Service
were presented to Ted Bledsoe,
Richard Blanton, Jim Maples,
George Stone and Frank Vinz.
These certificates were given by the
National Society, Sons of the
American Revolution.
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On the left, Senior Vice-President Fred Olive was our guest at the September meeting. Fred gave a talk on the
significance of the Medal for Heroism prior to the award of the medal to Vince Crivelli. Above on the right,
President Hal Thornton presents the Medal for Heroism to Vince Crivelli. Vince was able to stop an assault on a
lady in a grocery store parking lot and restrain the assailant until the police arrived.

President Hal Thornton presents a
Supplemental Ancestor Certificate to VicePresident Bob Baccus.
Photo by Jim Maples
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Veterans Committee Chairman, Bob Doherty
presents a Military Service Certificate to Dave
Billings.
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Summer Social

Our Chapter held our annual Summer Social at the Whitesburg Baptist Center on August 21st. A great
time was had by all with outstanding food and fellowship.

Photo by Jim Maples
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Our Color Guard has been very active since the last newsletter. Starting at the top: We presented the Colors
at the Second Marine Division Ladies Luncheon. We were once again asked to participate in the Athens
State Constitution Day Celebration. We presented the Colors at the Annual Bell Ringing Ceremony at
Constitution Village. We were honored to be asked to participate in Compatriot Hoyt Smith’s funeral.

Photo by Jim Maples
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The American Patriotic Chronicle
The Alabama Society website www.alssar.org has added a new feature that I hope you will visit on a daily basis. Many of you know
that our Historian General Jack Manning sends out a daily email
on a historical event related to the Revolutionary War. The Alabama Society now captures this daily in a blog which you can access
from the Home page of the Alabama Society at www.alssar.org or
you can access the blog directly at blog.alssar.org. If you don’t see
the current date, be sure to refresh your browser.
Jack has been sending out these emails for many years and they are
always interesting glimpses into the history of the Revolutionary
War and the individuals who gave us this great Nation.
Check it out and let your friends know about it, and especially let
teachers know about this resource that is available on a daily basis.

Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801
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