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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

MARCH 15. 2020

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL!
PRAY & PLAY PACKS are available in the Narthex. Children are welcome to take a pack as they enter the
Sanctuary and return it on the way out.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS …
The Sick: Ruth Carbone, Joan Collins, Donielle Didiano, Doris Gargone, Pat Kendrick, Ina Montelius,
Lynne Palomaki, Betty Polverari, Bob Puckett, Annabelle Spaulding and Bryan Tuccillo.
Homebound Members: Chet Blomquist, Barbara Lane and Ken Sondergaard.
The Grieving especially the family and friends of William Benni and Trudy Wimmer.
Military: For all those serving, and all those who have served in the Middle East and around the world,
and the chaplains of our churches who serve them, especially Cody Cox, Alexander Hassen, Ben Hassen
and Patrick Tuccillo.
(Time will be allowed in the Prayers of the Church for you to name anyone else in need of prayers.)

FLOWER CHART FOR 2020 SIGN-UP LIST IS POSTED
Sign Up in the Narthex Today!!
You may take the flowers following the 10:30 Service. The cost of two bouquets is $30.

Your gift is an opportunity to honor and/or remember loved ones, a special occasion or event!
**PLEASE MAKE SURE TO SIGN THE ATTENDANCE SHEET LOCATED AT THE
END OF EACH PEW.****FIRST AND LAST NAMES!!!!**

LAST WEEK’S WORSHIP ATTENDANCE:
LAST WEEK’S MEMBER GIVING:

8:00am – 11

10:30am – 47
$2,095.00

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
GREETER:
USHERS:
LECTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
COMMUNION ASSISTANT:
CRUCIFER:
COFFEE HOST:
ALTAR GUILD:

10:30am Volunteer Needed
10:30am Jerry & Brenda Graminski
10:30am Volunteer Needed
10:30am Heather Loehmann
10:30am Volunteer Needed
10:30am Chase Barone
Theresa Ferguson
Donna Stanish and Susan Talviste
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WE GATHER TOGETHER
“Aria in the Style of a Reverie”

PRELUDE

Gordon Young

BELLS

(Stand)

WORDS OF WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

OPENING HYMN

ELW pp.94-96

“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”

KYRIE

ELW #319

ELW p.203

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: Let us pray.
(A brief silence)
Merciful God,
the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin.
Give us this water always.
Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
All:
Amen

(Sit)

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER REQUESTS
Welcome to all who worship today!
May our singing, our fellowship with Christ and with one another,
our prayers, our hearing and our studying of the Word,
and our receiving of the Sacrament, all be blessed by God.

Please take a moment to sign the Welcome Pad and then pass it to the person next to you.
Guests, after worship, please introduce yourself to the pastor and come again.
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THE READING OF GOD’S WORD
The FIRST READING is from Exodus:

Exodus 17:1–7

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put the Lord to the test, Moses cried out in desperation
to the Lord. The Lord commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled
question—”Is the Lord among us or not?”—received a very positive answer.
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people quarreled
with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do
you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said,
“Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out
to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The LORD said to Moses,
“Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with
which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock,
and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.
7
He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the
LORD among us or not?”
1

Lector: Word of God! Word of life!
People: Thanks be to God!

The SECOND READING is from Paul’s letter to the Romans:

Romans 5:1–11

Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through Jesus’ death
God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled to God in the cross, we now
live in hope for our final salvation.
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have
obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not
only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 6For while we were still weak, at
the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we
still were sinners Christ died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will
we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God
through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But
more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.
1

Lector: Word of God! Word of life!
People: Thanks be to God!

(Stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

“We Are Turning”
4

ELW p.205

GOSPEL

John 4:5–42

Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation.
Her testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith.
Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel, according to Saint John:
Glory to you, O Lord!
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[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son
Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.
7
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His disciples had gone
to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a
woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he
would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep.
Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with
his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty
again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give
will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this
water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”
16
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands,
and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I
see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people
must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God
is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that
Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26Jesus said to
her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”
27
Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said,
“What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the woman left her water jar and went back
to the city. She said to the people, 29“Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot
be the Messiah, can he?” 30They left the city and were on their way to him.
31
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to them, “I have food to
eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him
something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his
work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal
life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another
reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their
labor.”
39
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me
everything I have ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he
stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no
longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly
the Savior of the world.”
Pastor:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ!
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(Sit)
SERMON

Pastor Myers
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

(Please remain seated for the Hymn of the Day)

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Give Me Jesus”

APOSTLES’ CREED

ELW #770
ELW p.105
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(The petitions marked “Worshipper” may be read by anyone who feels so moved by the Spirit.)
Leader:
(Kneel or Sit)

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful,
we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

Worshipper: God of living water, send your church beyond boundaries to proclaim your grace.
May its witness be a source of refreshment for thirsty souls. Strengthen our voices, that all
people can know and believe that Jesus is truly the savior of the world.
We pray for our mission partners, especially the University Lutheran Ministries at Yale.
(silence)
Hear us, O God.
People: Your mercy is great.
Worshipper: God of living water, protect from pollution or misuse all rivers, lakes, oceans, and streams.
Bless the work of those who dig wells and those who advocate for access to clean water,
that all people and animals have enough to drink.
(silence) Hear us, O God.
People: Your mercy is great.
Worshipper: God of living water, open the hearts of leaders and authorities, that they hear the cries of the
suffering and act with compassion toward them. Bring peace to disputed lands
and bring reconciliation to people divided by race, culture, or nationality.
(silence) Hear us, O God.
People: Your mercy is great.
Leader:

People:

God of living water, mend the hearts of those who grieve broken relationships,
whether by conflict, abuse, divorce, or death. Draw near to all who are ill.
Assure those questioning your presence in the midst of doubt or suffering.
We pray for the sick, especially....
We also pray for the homebound, especially....
We pray for the grieving, especially the family and friends of William Benni and Trudy Wimmer.
We pray for our troops in the Middle East and around the world,
and the chaplains who serve them, especially....
And we pray for those we name now in our hearts and on our lips, especially….
(silence) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Worshipper: God of living water, renew us in the promises of baptism.
Join us together in worship, fellowship, and sharing your good news.
Embolden us to serve others and to work for justice and peace.
(silence) Hear us, O God.
People: Your mercy is great.
Worshipper: God of living water, we thank you for those who endured suffering and who now boast
in the glory of God. Pour your Holy Spirit into our hearts
and give us peace as we live in the hope of our salvation.
(silence)
Hear us, O God.
People: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Pastor:
All:

According to your steadfast love, O God,
hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.
Amen
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(Stand)
PEACE
(Sit)
OFFERING
We offer to God our tithes and our offerings in joy and thanksgiving for what we have first been given –
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of God’s gracious love.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“At the Cross”
Tabor Choir

Mary McDonald

(Stand)
OFFERTORY

“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”

During the singing of the Offertory,
the communion elements, and gifts of food and money are brought forward to the altar.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Leader: Let us pray. (a brief silence)
Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as friends.
Prepare us to witness to your goodness with every gift you have given us to share,
that all people may know your peace through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
All:
Amen
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

ELW p.206
“Holy, Holy, Holy”

SANCTUS

ELW p.207

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

ELW p.208

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Pastor: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, and let these gifts to us be blessed.
All: Blessed be God, who is our Bread; may all the world be clothed and fed. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD

ELW p.208

(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION
We believe that Christ is present in the Sacrament.
All who are baptized are welcome to receive; those who do not receive are invited for a blessing.
You may take a small pre-filled glass of red wine or white grape juice.
Gluten-free wafers are available.
If you would like to receive communion and are unable to come forward,
please notify one of the ushers and communion will be brought to you.
COMMUNION MUSIC
COMMUNION BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Leader: Let us pray. (a brief silence)
We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of your Son,
which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike.
As Christ has loved us in this feast, so send us to love Christ in our neighbors.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
All:
Amen
NUNC DIMITTIS

“Now Lord You Let Your Servant Go in Peace”

ELW p.113

BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN

“Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”

ELW #618

DISMISSAL
Leader: Go in peace. Share the good news.
People: Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE

“Fantasia on OLD HUNDREDTH”
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setting by Gordon Young

ANNOUNCEMENTS
EASTER PLANTS – Orders will be taken through Sunday, March 29th, for Easter Plants which will grace our
Chancel and Nave on Easter. Details are provided on order forms available in the Narthex.
DEVOTIONALS for January, February and March are available in the Narthex today for a small fee. Take
and use these materials to enhance your prayer life.
TABOR TO SERVE AT BRANFORD COMMUNITY DINING ROOM on May 3, 2020 from 10:00am2:00pm. Please check the bulletin board for a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. This is a great outreach opportunity
and one way Tabor can help and support the Branford community. Please prayerfully consider signing up!
2019 STATEMENTS & 2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available in the Narthex. Please take yours as
you leave today! If you do not see envelopes with your name on it, please see Heather in the church office.
Thank you for your continued support of Tabor Church and have a blessed holiday season!
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CHURCH CALENDAR
March 15, 2020 – March 22, 2020
Sunday, March 15, 2020
3rd Sunday in Lent
8:00am – 8:45am
9:00am – 10:15am
9:15am – 10:15am
9:00am – 10:30am
10:30am – 11:30am
3:00pm – 5:00pm

Worship
Sunday School
Adult Book Club/Bible Study
Coffee Hour
Worship
Tabor Arts Rehearsal

Monday, March 16, 2020
8:00am – 3:00pm
10:00am – 11:00am
6:00pm – 8:00pm
7:00pm – 9:00pm

Church Office Hours
Tellers
Yoga
Boy Scout Troop Meeting

Tuesday, March 17, 2020
12:30pm – 3:45pm

Church Office Hours

Wednesday, March 18, 2020
12:45pm – 3:45pm
6:00pm – 8:00pm
7:00pm – 8:00pm
8:00pm – 8:30pm

Office Hours
Tabor Arts Rehearsal
Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Adult Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, March 19, 2020
12:30pm – 3:45pm
7:00pm – 8:30pm
8:30pm – 10:00pm

Church Office Hours
A.A.
A.A.

Office
Room C
Room C

Friday, March 20, 2020
12:30pm – 3:45pm

Church Office Hours

Office

Chapel
Office
Lounge
Room C/Narthex
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

Office
Room C
Fellowship Hall
Room C

Office

Office
Fellowship Hall
Choir Loft
Sanctuary

Saturday, March 21, 2020
Sunday, March 22, 2020
4th Sunday in Lent
8:00am – 8:45am
9:00am – 10:15am
9:15am – 10:15am
9:00am – 10:30am
10:30am – 11:30am
3:00pm – 5:00pm

Worship
Sunday School
Adult Book Club/Bible Study
Coffee Hour
Worship-LIVE STREAM
Tabor Arts Rehearsal
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Chapel
Office
Lounge
Room C/Narthex
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall
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