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	REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING:   September 6, 2017 – 10:00 AM at AAA Building, Hamilton, NJ.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: As a reminder:  We do not conduct meetings during July and August.  Our next meeting is on September 6, 2017.  Schools will reopen in September so now would be a good time to check school posts for safety hazards (blind spots) train and check on your school guards.  Remember experienced adult school guards must be reappointed by the Mayor and Council each year.  It’s also time for the “Back to School” AAA signs to go up.  If you do not have a supply check with your local AAA Office. In the meantime enjoy the summer and always remember that keeping your municipality safe starts with you.  Stay safe - Tim    
FATALITIES CLIMB:  An estimated 26 percent of car accidents in the United States are caused by cellphone use.  Smart phones in mass production have only been around for the last seven to eight years, And that’s right around the time that the [traffic] fatality rates in the United States stopped dropping. It’s only going to get worse until we make a change.  The same year, an estimated 40,200 people were killed in motor vehicle accidents, marking not only the highest number of traffic fatalities in nearly a decade, but also the sharpest rise — after years of decline — in more than five decades. More than a quarter of car accidents are caused by phone distraction. But new technology and legal initiatives to end phone-related distracted driving are now paving the way to combat the habit.  No state in the U.S. has a complete ban on phone use while driving. An increasing number of apps and in-car devices aim to prevent drivers from using their phones — or at least reduce the temptation. Some are designed to prevent distracted driving but also to improve overall driving skills. A hardware solution for example, limits a driver’s phone use while the car is in motion and also collects data about driving events. When a journey is complete, the system sends a report to the driver and the account administrator, often a parent, detailing instances of braking, acceleration and aggressive maneuvers.                                                             DISTRACTED DRIVING:  Distracted drivers result in more crashes causing more costs and more harm for drivers Technology is not going to slow down. While text messaging is illegal for drivers in 46 states, and 14 states prohibit hand-held cellphone use entirely (both are outlawed in D.C., Puerto Rico, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands) no state has a complete ban on phone use for all drivers. In some cases, such as when issuing voice commands, it may be even more distracting.  Taking your eyes off the road at 55 mph for the five seconds it takes to send or read a text is similar to driving the length of a football field with your eyes shut.  According to a University, using a phone, whether hand-held or not, impairs driver performance as much as or more than drinking. And many safety advocates hope that distracted driving soon carries the same behavior-altering stigma.  At least 32 countries  have laws targeting hand-held phone use while driving, according to the NHTSA. In the U.S., both the NSC and the National Transportation Safety Board have called for a complete ban on all phone use for drivers of all ages. The NSC would also like laws in every state to include “primary enforcement” provisions, allowing motorists to be ticketed for using phones even if they are not stopped for any other traffic offense.                                       [image: image1.png]


WATCH CHILDREN IN CARS: Since 1998, 701 children have died due to heatstroke after being left or trapped in a hot vehicle. Follow these tips:   Look Before You Lock. Get into the routine of always checking the back seats of your vehicle before your lock it and walk away.  A Gentle Reminder. Keep a stuffed animal or other memento in your child’s car seat when it’s empty, and move it to the front seat as a visual reminder when your child is in the back seat. A Routine Check. If someone else is driving your child always check to make sure your child has arrived safely. A Key to Safety. You know to keep your vehicle locked, but also keep your keys out of reach; nearly 3 in 10 heatstroke deaths happen when an unattended child gains access to a vehicle.  On a mild day, as low as 57 degrees, the temperature inside a vehicle can reach 110 degrees. If a child’s body temperature reaches 107 degrees, that child will die. If you live in parts of the country with very mild winters, then heatstroke can happen any time of year. Tragically, 2017 has already witnessed two heatstroke deaths in Florida.   If you’re a mom or dad who has ever found yourself tired and overwhelmed then heatstroke can happen in your family.                                                                                                                             
MOTORCYCLE SAFETY:  Based on 2014 fatal crash data Motorcyclist deaths occurred 27 times more frequently than fatalities in other vehicles.  Watch out for motorcycles especially during the summer months when you are more likely to see bikers on the road.
As of July 20, 2017 there were 301 traffic fatalities in NJ compared to 247 during the same period in 2016. 
AN INCREASE OF 54 DEATHS.                 
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Deaths: Driver169/141 Passenger 46/33; Pedalcyclist /07; Pedestrian 79/67. Crashes 283/236                                           
JULY 4th FATALITIES:  2016 – 8.  Garden State Parkway Holmdel, 2 Passenger Car Passengers.  Pleasantville, Passenger Car Driver.  Upper Freehold Township, Motorcycle Driver.  Winslow Township, Motorcycle Driver. Jackson Township,  Passenger Car Driver.  Folsom Boro, Passenger Car Driver.  Mount Laurel Township,  Pedestrian.  2017 – 4. Upper Freehold, Passenger Car Driver.  Stow Creek Township, Passenger Car Driver.  Glassboro Boro, Motorcycle Driver.  Rockaway, Pedestrian.  
TEXAS REPORT EXPLORES PER MILE TAX:  The transportation industry in Texas is pushing for a shift to a per-mile tax. A report by the Texas Transportation Institute (TTI) released in April explored the policy implications of various ways of implementing the new tax likely to use GPS systems that would track motorists as they drive.  Researchers reviewed pilot projects and studies in Minnesota, Oregon and Washington to identify the key issues of concern. Lawmakers in these states are anxious to see per mile taxation as a "sustainable" replacement for the gasoline tax. These politicians desire to collect additional revenue, but they consider directly raising the gas tax to be politically difficult.  Road user charging systems have the potential to accomplish a number of transportation as policy goals, but the central policy focus in efforts undertaken by the states thus far is the generation of sustainable revenue in proportion to road use.  Researchers found that the largest obstacle to public acceptance of per mile taxation is the concern over privacy. The report suggested that offering "choice" was the best solution. For instance, a low-tech odometer reading system could be an optional method of tracking mileage while also offering a GPS dongle as a high-tech option. The report noted that as technology advances, so too have options for the tracking systems. Still, the systems represent a massive increase in cost and complexity compared to the gas tax.  "The current fuel tax system relies on relatively few collection points, as fuel taxes are collected from fuel distributors and suppliers as opposed to individual drivers.  Road user charges, on the other hand, would have to be collected directly from drivers or, more likely, the registered owners of vehicles. This represents a significant administrative burden for state entities, particularly in the state of Texas, which processes an average of 23 million vehicle registrations per year.  The Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts collects $2 billion a year in gasoline tax from 6366 fuel distributors Nearly all of the transactions are handled electronically, resulting in low overhead costs.  This collection method has often been talked about in the New Jersey legislature but so far they failed to act.  
RECALLS:  January 19, 2017: Issued amended order to continue the acceleration of recall repairs for Tataka air bag inflators, amounting to 42,000,000 vehicles. September 8, 2016: Airbag sensing and diagnostic module (SDM) my activate a diagnostic test under certain driving conditions, amounting to 3,620,162 vehicles. September 6, 2016: A component within the door latches may break causing the door not to be secure. Latches open while the vehicle is in motion, amounting to 2,046,297 vehicles.
LEGAL MARIJUANA ROAD SAFETY:  Colorado, Oregon and Washington, five other states and Washington, D.C., legalized marijuana for all uses, and 21 states have comprehensive medical marijuana programs as of June 2017. An additional 17 states permit limited access for medical use. Marijuana is still an illegal controlled substance under federal law. The early experience of Colorado, Oregon and Washington should give other states eyeing legalization pause. Legalizing recreational marijuana use in Colorado, Oregon and Washington has resulted in collision claim frequencies that are about 3 percent higher overall than would have been expected without legalization.  Some studies have found that using the drug could more than double crash risk, while others, including a large-scale federal case-control study, have failed to find a link between marijuana use and crashes. 

NEXT MEETING:  September 6, 2017 – AAA Building, Hamilton, NJ.  NO MEETING IN AUGUST 

.                   ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELTS AND BULLET PROOF VEST WHILE ON DUTY                                                         
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NJ Police Traffic Officers Association

PO Box 664

Voorhees, NJ 008043

856-220-1433

E-MAIL: njptoa@hotmail.com
2017 INVOICE

DATE
ITEM
AMOUNT
1/1/2017
Annual Membership Dues for Police Department
$50.00
TOTAL:
$50.00
DATE:  1/1/2017   SIGNED:  Timothy Franco,  President.

Our Tax ID number is 22-2344113

Copies of purchase orders can be faxed to 856-783-0012 or scanned for an e-mail and sent to NJPTOA@Hotmail.com.

Note:  If you would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of by postal mail, please send your request to njptoa.tparenti@gmail.com
(Please check mailing label.  Correct if necessary by phone call, text, or e-mail)
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