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The Conestoga wagon was a large, four-wheeled, horse-drawn vehicle, widely
used in the United States during the first half of the 19th century, It was used
for the transporsation of heavy loads of freight over long distances, and origi-
nated near Lancaster, Pa,, in a section occupied by the Conestoga Indians, Among
its distinctive features were broad wheels, a white fabric hood and a convex wagon
box, The average wehicle, usually drawn by six horses, had a capacity of five tons
of frelght, Prior to the extension of railroads into the frontier regions, most of
the inland commerce of the United States was transported in the Conestoga wagon,

It was the prototype of the famed American prairie schooner used by tens of thou=
sands of westward-bound settlers during the 19th century.

The prairie schooner, or covered wagon, was used in the 19th century by Ameri-
can pioneers for transportation across the western prairies and plains to frontier
settlements, Its characteristic white'canvas covering resembled the topmost white
canvas sails of the seagoing schooners of the periods The prairie schooner was
lighter than the Conestoga wagon, and was drawn by only two or four horses. Like
the Conestoga wagon, the prairie schooner was of simple construction, consisting of
a common farm wagon with a horseshoe-shaped canvas top extending down both sides
of the wagon, Ovaleshaped openings in the front and rear allowed sun and air to
enter the interior,
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The first known historian, the so-called "Father of History," was the Greek Herod-
otus, who 1lived in the Sth century B.C, Herodotus, however, was primarily a
narrator, recording some events with great accuracy, but tossing in so many fabri-
cations with his narratives that he is also known as the "Father of Lies," So,
genealigists, bewarel
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The term "Hobson's Choice" is an expression used to denote a choice without an ale
ternative. The term has reference to the practice of an English liveryman, Thomas
Hobson, who insisted that persons who hired a horse from him had to take the one
standing neareat the stable door. His action was commemorated by English poet,
Thomas Ward, in "England's Reformation," which contained these words:

Where to elect there is but one,

'Tis Hobson's choice; take that or none,
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Pennsylvania Dutch was a High German dialect,
German immigrants to Pennsylvania after 1683,
Rhine provinces, Bavaria and Saxony,
of their religious communities,
with English for a long time,

first imported into America by the
These Germans came from the Lower
Owing to their rural 1ife and the segregation
they were able to keep their High German unmixed
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The University of Illinois was founded in 1867 as Illinois Industrial University,
It was not until 1885 that it was given its present name. It is s moot question
as to when its athletic teams became known as the "Pighting I1lini,"
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