February XX, 2021

Superintendent Jack R. Smith, PhD
Montgomery County Public Schools
850 Hungerford Drive, Room 122
Rockville, Maryland 20850

Montgomery County Board of Education
850 Hungerford Drive, Room 123
Rockville, Maryland 20850

Via Email
Dear Superintendent Smith and Members of the Board,

On behalf of the MCCPTA Health and Wellness Committee, [ am writing in response to MCPS’
ongoing efforts to prepare schools for safer reopening during the COVID-19 pandemic. Our
committee has met with Seth Adams, Director of the Department of Facilities Management
(DFM), and his team to discuss their work to improve indoor air quality (IAQ) during the
pandemic. We would like to thank MCPS for all their ongoing work to prepare schools for
reopening. We also appreciate the DFM staff members making time to meet with our committee
to discuss their progress in this area, answer our questions, and listen to our recommendations
based on current, science-based guidelines. These are challenging times and as the science
evolves, we are all continuing to learn more about improving IAQ in school environments.

The following recommendations are in alignment with MCCPTA’s 2020-21 Advocacy Priorities
under the heading of COVID-19 - Prepare for a safe return to school buildings in the Covid-19
environment, guided by evidence-based, specific, and transparent criteria, including additional
space, equipment and supplies that may be needed. Audit existing HVAC systems and update to
increase ventilation and filtration in order to reduce exposure to COVID19. These
recommendations are intended to better protect the Equity and Learning Hubs already occupied
by students and staff in addition to better protecting MCPS students, teachers, and staff as
schools prepare for reopening and through the duration of the pandemic while open. These
recommendations stand regardless of when schools reopen and are intended to guide safer
operations.

The MCCPTA Health and Wellness committee proposes the following recommendations to
support the Department of Facilities Management’s (DFM) ongoing work to improve school
IAQ and to reduce the risk of transmission, potential outbreaks, and school closures. Our
proposal is based on current, evidence-based science to support MCPS’ efforts moving forward
as they prepare schools for a safer, successful reopening and for ongoing operations.

We propose consultation with a third-party, independent indoor air quality expert to
advise and support the ongoing work of MCPS’ DFM.



An IAQ expert with a PhD in mechanical or environmental engineering and extensive
training in infectious disease control in public spaces would provide DFM with additional
support in their ongoing IAQ mitigation efforts. Based on our recommendation, this
expert would work alongside the DFM in two phases to help evaluate school buildings’
IAQ on an ongoing basis to ensure the buildings are safer through the duration of the
pandemic and beyond. The following recommendations are based on MCPS’ own criteria
as they state, “The American Society of Heating, Refrigeration and Air-Conditioning
Engineers (ASHRAE), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to be our primary resources for
information and guidance during the COVID-19 pandemic.”* See attachment for details
of Phase I and Il of consultancy work:

e Phase I: Reassess HVAC scenarios after completion of DFM mitigation measures
and rate them using a second diamond (or other approved) system
o Consult with DFM to determine if additional, practical measures can be
taken to bring schools up to current, science-based standards for
ventilation and filtration based on ASHRAE, CDC, and EPA guidance as
stipulated by MCPS. 2
e Phase II: Exposure assessment to verify effective ventilation goals are met in-
operation

Employing these above measures will ensure that airborne transmission of COVID-19 is reduced
as school buildings reopen and operate.® 4 COVID-19 is transmitted primarily from person to
person through airborne droplets and aerosols.> Collaborating with an expert to establish and
implement science-based measures integrating IAQ control strategies to reduce the risk of SARS
CoV-2 infection in schools also has the added long-term benefits of improving MCPS students,
staff, and teachers' physical environments, which promotes learning and overall health.® Studies
have shown that students’ test scores increase with improved IAQ.” These measures also help
reduce the spread of other infectious diseases and minimizing absences.® Thus, this immediate
investment will have long-term benefits. MCPS has the opportunity to build more robust
guidance to improve IAQ if these proposed measures to consult with an outside IAQ expert are
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implemented. This action also demonstrates MCPS’ good will, transparency, and a commitment
to a safer physical environment that inspires the confidence and trust of all stakeholders.

In summary, by accepting our recommendation MCPS would be performing its due diligence to
prioritize the safety, health, and welfare of students, staff, and teachers in school during and after
the pandemic. This action would demonstrate MCPS’ willingness to further protect our school
community and the public’s health.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Is/

Hannah Donart, MPH

Chair, Health and Wellness Committee

Chair, Environmental Health Subcommittee

cc: Cynthia Simonson, President, MCCPTA
MCCPTA Board of Directors MCCPTA Delegates

cc: Seth Adams, Director
Department of Facilities Management
Montgomery County Public Schools

cc: Christopher Lloyd, President
Montgomery County Education Association

cc: Pia Morrison, President
Service Employees International Union Local 500



