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Your Community Newsletter

BOARD UPDATE
Dear Community,
Welcome Spring! Now that the sunshine has arrived
and the days are warmer and longer, take a moment to
walk around our beautiful property, look for the trees
budding out and the daffodils poking up out of the
ground. Say hello to your neighbors and meet a few
new ones. Let’s try to find peace and happiness in our
own back yard.
Here are some updates:
Board Meeting this Tuesday, March 26 at 7pm in the
Clubhouse.
The main topic for the evening will be the proposed
leasing amendments recently delivered to all Owners.
Based on recent calls, emails and conversations with
Owners, it is quite clear that we misread what the majority of the community wanted in restrictions that
would limit the number of rental units at Oak Hill.
Please come to the meeting and tell us what you want.
We’ll discuss all options with the help of our attorney
and try to determine what the community wants, the
rational for limiting rentals to some percentage
(though not as low as 10%), the feasibility of securing
the necessary 67% approval and any other pertinent
matters.
Gas Meters
The gas meter replacement project will begin on April 1
and is expected to take two weeks to complete; not so
bad. Yes, we have continuing problems with the utility
meter readings for many owners, but we clearly have
an infrastructure problem that we identified and immediately took steps to correct. Once we have accurate
gas readings, we will review bills that are noticeably
out of whack and will work to make accommodations
on subsequent bills. Please be patient.
Social
Thank you to our Social Committee for all of their work
in bringing us a wonderful Pizza Party two weeks ago.
We had a great time. Our next event is the annual
Hoagie Party on April 16th. Look for more information.
( Board update is continued on page 6)
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Oak Hill Condominium Association

Employee updates

www.oakhillcondo.com
1660 Oakwood Drive
Penn Valley, Pennsylvania 19072
610-664-8440
Oak Hill Board of Directors
Meryl Gindin, President
Debby Weinstein, Vice President
Pat Metzger, Vice President
Susan Natow, Secretary
Ned Pfeifer, Treasurer
Board’s email address: Board@oakhillcondo.com
Oak Hill Committee Chairs
Joan Birnbaum/Rickie Blumenthal, Social Co-Chairs
Michael Klausman/Patti Pfeifer, Buildings Co-Chairs
Linda Brawner/Nate Klapper, Newsletter Co-Chairs
Steve Braun, Finance
Pat Metzger, Rules and Regulations
Anne Newman/Patti Lane, Garden Co–Chairs
Josh Gindin, Gov Doc Amendment
Robert Schimmel, Tech
Irene Kohn, Internal Dispute

My name is Jamar Williams and I have been working as
the painter for Oak Hill since April 2018. My duties are
the upkeep and painting of all common areas, such as
railings, stairways, exterior signs, and the pool in preparation for summer. In addition to my painting work, I also
help the maintenance team with snow removal, keeping
the grounds clean, and helping out the porters when
needed.
I have worked as a painter for many years, my previous
employment was for Pinnacle house painters.
I also currently have a side business, Nova painters, if you
or anyone is interested in learning more please check out
my flyer below.

Staff
Gary van Niekerk, Property Manager
propertymanager@oakhillcondo.com
Aubrey Keller, Assistant Property Manager
assistantmanager@oakhillcondo.com
Mickey McDermott, Maintenance Manager
Mickey@oakhillcondo.com
Peter Brown, Assistant Maintenance Manager
Office Hours/Package Room Hours
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Important Numbers
Management Office: 610-664-8440
Management Office Fax: 610-667-0744
After- Hours Emergency Maintenance:
610-664-8440 (Wait for message)
PECO: 800- 841– 4141

PACKAGE ROOM HOURS
Monday– Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
CLOSED ON HOLIDAYS
The opinions expressed in the Oak Hill Reporter are those of the writers, and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Condominium Association, Board of Directors or the Association
as an entity. While every effort is made to be accurate, the accuracy of information published
is not warranted, and anyone relying on such information or opinions does so at his/her own
risk. Logos and photographs are not guaranteed to reproduce like the original. The advertisements do not represent a recommendation by the Association. All submissions are subject to
editing. The Association reserves the right to refuse advertisement placement.
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Property manager update
Increase Your Home’s Value
The Association is in the midst of the siding replacement project in the Estates, a vast improvement to the exterior of homes at Oak Hill. It is also in the process of finalizing the Terrace hallway and lobby renovation project.
This too will enhance the buildings at Oak Hill, and these improvements should increase the value of all homes.
A home is one of the biggest purchases a person will ever make, and most want to keep their homes looking
beautiful not only for themselves, but also to entice future buyers. From time to time, it’s a good idea to invest in
some home remodeling to add to its appeal. Of course, before making any major changes to your home, you’ll
want to be sure you go through the proper channels - such as submitting to the Association a renovation packet
(available from management office) for approval along with any necessary township permits, and contractors
insurance.
So when it comes time to give your house a facelift, consider these touch-ups and renovations that will not only
make your home look better than ever but also help increase its value:
Re-paint Your Rooms: One of the easiest ways to dramatically change the entire look of a room is to add
a fresh coat of paint. This will make your walls look crisp and clean, because wall color can greatly dictate the feel of a room. It’s a simple way to change the ambiance of your home. Since darker colors
seem intense on walls and can make a room look smaller, it’s usually best to stick with lighter, warmer
hues for your overall color to make your home feel open and welcoming. If you want to paint with darker
colors, consider limiting them to an accent wall so that the color isn’t overwhelming and pops against the
lighter colors.
Update Your Kitchen and Bathrooms: If your kitchen or bathrooms look like they belong in an era long
since passed, it might be time to update them. That can be as simple as replacing faucets and cabinet
hardware or as complex as completely remodeling the rooms. When you remodel, consider avoiding tootrendy decor and instead stick with classic looks that will stand the test of time. This will keep you from
redecorating again in five years and also make your home all the more appealing to potential buyers.
Let There be Light: When a room doesn’t have enough light, it can feel very drab and enclosed. Bring in
some much-needed brightness by adding new light fixtures to a dreary room. Don’t be afraid to use different types of fixtures to get the best results—for example, in a kitchen you could use a hanging pendant
to spotlight a specific area (like the kitchen’s island), recessed light fixtures to spread the light over the
entire room and track lighting under the cabinet to make the kitchen feel open and bright.
Refreshed Flooring: Carpeting can show wear patterns over the course of time, stubborn stains can keep
reappearing and pets can cause some funky odors! Just a few reasons to consider replacing the flooring
in your home. Carpeting is available in many different colors and styles, and there is an array of newer
flooring materials that can complement any home. For hardwood or laminate flooring options, be sure to
check with management that the correct underlayment is being used to help address noise attenuation.
Like all projects, even simple upgrades or repairs should be given due consideration and planning. It’s not always as simple as one would imagine. Taking the time to plan and hire the appropriate professionals may seem
daunting but it can save both time and money in the long run.
Nobody knows this better than the current Board and I. We have been grappling with the Terrace renovation project for many months now. Above any other Owner, the Board realizes that these renovations will have a major
impact on peoples homes, and the future value thereof. It is therefore that the Board continues to take due care
and process with all decisions related to the project. While this makes for a very time intensive process, the
Board and I, along with Premier Project Management remain steadfast in getting this project started as soon as
humanly possible. If it ultimately takes longer than anticipated to deliver a quality project to the Owners, one
that you can be proud to call home, then this is a small sacrifice to pay and the Board will have achieved what it
set out to do.
We thank you for your continued patience and please feel free to stop by the Management Office to discuss the
specifics of the Terrace Project or even projects that you have planned for the interior of your home. I am always
happy to update Owners or provide guidance whenever possible.
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Committee Updates
Social Committee:
The first event of 2019 was our Pizza Party on March 14th which was attended by more than 40 residents. Delicious pizza, salad, soft drinks and dessert
was enjoyed by all. Our next gathering will be on Tuesday, April
16th which is the Hoagie Dinner, also a great evening. The first
trip to New York City will be on Wednesday, May 15th. Flyers for
both these occurrences will be sent out in plenty of time for you
to sign-up. Be sure to mark your calendars.
Joan Birnbaum was contacted by a local pizza shop asking that they be considered for a future catering job. Someone had given them the flyer for our
pizza party and that’s how they had her phone number. Please be aware that
our phone numbers are for Oak Hill residents only. Non-residents are always
invited to our functions but contact should be through residents only.
Joan Birnbaum and Rickie Blumenthal

Rules Committee:
Rules Committee met on Wednesday, March 13th and will be meeting again on Thursday, March 28th. Edits to the rules have been made and the Committee is now reviewing them for a second time. Once the
Committee is finished with it’s review and final edits, the rules will be sent to the attorney and the Board
for review.

Tech Committee:
The tech committee is currently working with maintenance to retrofit the lamp post outside of the office with LED lights.

Building and Grounds Committee:
The Buildings and Grounds Committee is continuing to address issues during the renovations. Residents should stop by the newly
renovated gym; it looks great! Please send pictures with all correspondence. Spring is ahead.

Management Updates
Recycling and Trash Removal: Regular trash should be properly bagged and placed down the trash chute. Recycling trash should be taken to the recycling trash area/room located outside at both of the rear entrances to the
building. Recycling should not be left in the trash chute room on the floor. Newspapers may be bound and left in
the trash room area on Tuesday nights only.
Parking : When Owners and/or Residents are away for an extended period of time ( Seven or more Consecutive
days), or use their vehicle infrequently, said vehicle must be parked in those parking spaces located furthest
from the building or Unit entrance, or in other parking spaces less frequently used. This will allow other Residents who are home to park as close at possible to their respective building or Unit
entrance. If there is a change in the vehicle you will be parking in the lot, or if you
will be having guests, please get updated parking passes from the management office.
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Advertisement Insert Application Form
The Oak Hill Newsletter has been re-designed, as the Oak Hill Reporter and we are excited to announce that
we will continue with our advertising per issue. All advertisements will be business card size (3.5” x 2”) at
$40 per issue or 12 issues for $400.
If you are interested in advertising with us, please complete the form below, email advertisement to
assistantmanager@oakhillcondo.com and submit check made payable to Oak Hill Condos by the 10th
of the month that you desire your ad to appear.

Contact Name:
Contact Phone Number:
Contact Email:
Company Name:
Billing Address:
For more information please feel free to contact, Judy Behrend at Judybehrend44@gmail.com. To ensure a
timely reply, please specify Oak Hill Reporter in subject line.
Please specify any special instructions.

BOARD UPDATE CONTINUED
Trees
Our arborist, John Ward, and his crew have been hard at work
since January removing many overgrown trees around the Terraces and pruning other trees throughout the entire property. The reason so many trees were removed, especially old pines, is two fold.
First, the roots of some of the trees close to the Terrace buildings
were threatening the foundations; second, the trees had become
so over grown that sunlight was blocked and mold and moss were
growing on the facades and balconies; third, the sap and needles,
especially from the pines, dripped on windows, window sills, balconies, and impeded parking in large areas; and fourth, the plantings
underneath the trees were choked by roots and a lack of sunlight.
We want to see what existing smaller trees and plantings will now
thrive in the open, sunny spaces. We intend to add new trees and
shrubs throughout the property. This will happen in stages once
we establish a comprehensive plan and are in the right position to
fund the work.
Thank you,
Meryl Diamond Gindin on behalf of the Board
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Maintenance Updates
Employee Updates: Our former grounds keeper, Kevin Flynn is no
longer working at Oak Hill. At this time we are currently working with
our landscaper for our spring clean up until we are able to find a replacement. Pictured to the right is a group of landscapers mulching
outside of the South building.
Project Updates:
Baby Pool: In order to prepare for the 2019 pool season, our
pool contractors have replaced the filter for the baby pool.
Gym Updates: The gym is now open for the 2019 year with
all new equipment including a full weight bench set. We encourage
all residents to go down and take a look at the full renovation.
Fences: As the siding work wraps up in Building A of the Estates, our maintenance team is repairing/replacing all fences that
were remove during the project.
Building Valve Replacement: Throughout this year maintenance has gone from building to building replacing the shut off
valves. This will help with any unit owners request for water shut
downs. To date, they have completed sections of the East and West
and North Buildings.
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MARCH/ APRIL 2019 CALENDAR
Sunday

17
St. Patrick’s
Day

24

Monday

18

Tuesday

19

Buildings and
Grounds
meeting in
Clubhouse
7:15 p.m.

25

Wednesday

20

1

Friday

Saturday

21

22

23

28

29

30

4

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

First Day of
Spring

Game night in the
Clubhouse

26

27

Open Board
Meeting in
Clubhouse at
7:15 p.m.

31

Thursday

( Leasing restrictions to
be discussed)

Game night in the
Clubhouse

2

3

Newsletter
Committee
meeting in
management
office at 10
a.m.

April Fools’
Day
Game night in the
Clubhouse

7

8

9
Last day to
sign-up /pay
for Hoagie
Party

14

15

Palm Sunday

21

16
Oak Hill
Annual
Hoagie Party
6 p.m. in the
Clubhouse

22

23

10

Game night in the
Clubhouse

17

First night of
Passover
Good Friday
Office closes
at 1 p.m.

Game night in the
Clubhouse

24

25

26

27

Easter Sunday

Game night in the
Clubhouse
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