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Caught On Camera
Do you have any pictures you would like to share? Post
them in the Caught on Camera spot. Submit your photos,
with a brief description, to rontlougan@gmail.com.
Photos and comments by Doug Albers
Found this guy munching on the leaves of my flowers.
It’s a Lubber Grasshopper (Romalea micropetera).
They are called the most distinctive grasshopper species
within the Southeastern United States because of their
coloration and up to 3 inches in size. In different parts
of the country, they are called everything from “Black
Diablo” and “Graveyard Grasshopper,” to “Devil’s
Horse” in Louisiana. I love the wing shot.

Eagle Ridge’s Vice Admiral Robert Kirksey Honored
By Ed Schuler
On May 20, former Eagle Ridge resident Robert Kirksey
was honored posthumously by the Navy at Coronado (San
Diego), Calif. Robert retired from the Navy as a Vice Admiral
in 1986 and moved to Eagles Flight Lane where his wife
Viola still resides. Their son Andrew, who lives in nearby
Musa Apartments is also well known to many Eagle Ridge
residents.
Andrew escorted his mother Viola and other family
members to participate in the ceremony. Each year, the
Navy honors former service members who distinguished
themselves through their service to our country. In addition
to the ceremony, picture banners such as pictured above were
placed along the Avenue of Heroes.
Vice Adm. Kirksey received many honors in his service
career, including the Distinguished Service Medal, Silver
Star, Legion of Merit (three awards), Distinguished Flying
Cross (four awards), Bronze Star with Combat “V” and Air
Medal (21 awards). In 1976, he commanded the Seventh
Fleet including the period during the Iranian hostage crisis.

Viola Kirksey pictured receiving the award while Andrew and other family members proudly
looked on.

Agritourism? Think Southern Fresh Farms!
So, what else is different about Southern Fresh Farms?
Fruits, vegetables and jams and jellies are all produced here.
Fridays are food truck nights; a craft beer brewery is soon to
be opened; areas for weddings, parties, etc. are available. All
events are obviously weather dependent and Florida’s summer
season may even necessitate the farm shortening its hours and
perhaps days of the week.
What is the most popular item sold? Romaine lettuce, fresh
off the farm! The shelf life is amazingly long and the crunchy
taste will be a favorite of your salad menu. You can visit the
farms website www.southernfreshfarms.com for up-to-date
offerings and current hours/days the farm is open. You can also
call (239) 768-0309. Directions: East on Daniels to Palomino,
north to Penzance and left on Penzance.

By Arlene Schuetz
Agritourism or agrotourism, as it is defined most broadly,
involves any agriculturally based operation or activity that
brings visitors to a farm or ranch. A five-generation farming
family bought land off Penzance 35 years ago and, the
youngest, to our benefit, opened Southern Fresh Farms in 2015.
When thinking farms, one will recognize vegetables, and they
certainly are in abundance at this family owned and operated
property. But, besides the obvious, this is a working farm where
visitors, especially children, are more than welcome to: view
plants and vegetables growing in our Florida soil; pet and feed
the horses, sheep, donkey, etc., (permanent residents); play in
the colorful playground area; and partake of a full lunch menu
including fish tacos, pulled pork sandwiches, etc.
Besides being a blast from the past, where people were
dependent on such farms, this interesting farm seems the
definition of “agritourism” where farming is indeed the priority,
but education and seeing the sights and inner workings of the
process are highlighted.

Extra Copies Of
Eye Of The Eagle
Newsletters
Are Usually Available At
The Golf Course Clubhouse

Please do not leave trash
containers, ladders, etc., where
they are visible from the street.
Also do not place containers
or yard waste out to the curb
more than 24 hours before the
scheduled weekly pickups.
- The Board of Directors

Deed of Restrictions Section A-15: Pets must be on a leash at
all times when being walked outside of the owner’s property
boundaries. The pet owner is responsible for picking up all
animal waste from their pet at all times. This includes the
common areas! Violators are subject to fining.
- The Board of Directors
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‘FAST-PASS’ Security Initiative Debuts
At Two More Lee Health Hospitals
The goal of Lee Health
is to be among the safest
health care systems in the
nation. Indeed, its No.1
core value remains patient safety. That culture of safety
naturally extends to its visitors and employees as well.
In recent years, Lee Health has continued to implement
measures to ensure visitor and patient safety, one of which
is the FAST-PASS identification system.
FAST-PASS requires visitors to show photo identification
to obtain a 24-hour pass for access into the hospital, whether
they’re visiting a patient or making a medical appointment.
Children receive a pass with their parent’s picture ID while
teenagers may use their school ID. The security system is
intended to prevent unauthorized visitors from accessing
the hospitals and physician offices. Similar security systems
are employed by some school systems and cruise lines.
The new Golisano Children’s Hospital of Southwest
Florida and HealthPark Medical Center both implemented
FAST-PASS in May. The system was initially rolled out at
Lee Memorial Hospital and Gulf Coast Medical Center in
2013.
“FAST-PASS allows us public control in that we
know what visitors are in our facilities and the nature
of their visit,” says Dawn Strey, guest service manager
for HealthPark Medical Center and Golisano Children’s
Hospital. “It helps keep our patients and staff safe. If you
don’t have business being here, then you shouldn’t be in a
hospital setting.”
The nation’s newest children’s hospital offers not only
state-of-the art medical systems and technology, but also
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leading-edge security
measures like the
FAST-PASS system,
which was planned into
the facility’s design.
FAST-PASS stations
are available at the
main hospital lobby,
all public entrances,
and the Emergency
Department entrance.
A d d i t i o n a l l y, t h e Lee Health volunteer takes photo
garden entrances at for a FAST-PASS.
both the children’s
hospital and HealthPark Medical Center have FAST-PASS
installed.
Upon entering the hospital, all visitors must present their
photo ID at the FAST-PASS station, where a guest service

representative or security personnel member will scan and
print their picture onto a sticker. Passes are valid for 24
hours. All employees and physicians entering through other
entrances need to use their hospital ID to swipe the badge
reader.
“All visitor identifications are checked against criminal,
sex offender and internal watch lists,” Dawn explains. “The
sticker, which must be worn above the waist and made
visible, includes information such as name, picture, visit
date and the visitor’s destination. The process doesn’t take
long at all. For repeat visitors, it’s even quicker because
their photo ID automatically brings up their information.”
Dawn says plans are for Golisano Children’s Hospital
and HealthPark Medical Center to develop a long-term pass
for family members of incubated infants or intensive care
unit patients.
Cape Coral Hospital administrators are currently
examining implementation plans for FAST-PASS.

Catch The Action
Summer Heating Up
By Capt. Bill Russell
With summer heating up, fishing both inshore and
offshore can be good, just prepare for hot days and keep
an eye on the weather. A majority of anglers prefer to get
an early start and be off the water ahead of the midday
heat and afternoon storms.
Inshore, the mangrove snapper bite will continue to
heat up as fish to 15 inches are common throughout the
inshore waters and estuaries. A variety of baits including
shrimp, pilchards, herring, small pinfish, and cut bait will
entice fish around docks, piers, bridges, under deeper
mangrove shorelines, oyster bars, sand potholes, and rock
ledges in and near the Passes. Mangrove snapper are one
of our tastier fish and fight really hard for their size and
make a great summer target. They are often leader and
hook shy, if the water is clear it’s necessary to lighten the
tackle. Inshore, I generally go with a couple feet of 12- to
20-pound fluorocarbon leader and a 1/0 circle hook.
Snook are a good bet along the beaches, either walking
the surf or fishing from a boat. On the light wind days the
fish are easily visible just a few feet off the beach. Snook
from little guys to big females well over 40 inches can be
caught along the beaches and gulf inlets.
Calm summer mornings will give good opportunities
to run offshore and target grouper and other species. Gag
grouper season is open, expect the larger fish to be in
deeper water. Seventy feet is generally a good starting
point. To get updated grouper and fish regulations go to
www.myfwc.com.
Closer to land, wrecks and reefs can be productive with
everything from snapper to barracuda. Anchoring up current
of structure with a fresh chum bag is preferred. A variety
of baits is a good idea as well as an arsenal of rods rigged
and ready for light to heavy action.
For fast action offshore look for bonito and Spanish
mackerel harassing bait schools in depths from 30 to 80
feet. Trolling silver spoons or Tuna Jets in various colors can
bring instant hookups when trolled around feeding activity.
Watch for birds and surface commotion to locate the fish.

Sharks are another summertime favorite. Varieties of
species both large and small are common catches both
inshore and off. While they are a nuisance for some, many
anglers target them for their fighting ability. Sharks play
an important role in our ecosystem; please make every
effort to quickly release them unharmed. Every kid loves
to catch a shark of any size, now is a good time, just make
sure to do it safely for both the angler and the shark.
For charter information, please contact us at Gulf
Coast Guide Service and “Catch the Action” with Capt.
Bill Russell, phone: (239) 283-7960, website: www.
fishpineisland.com, email: gcl2fish@live.com.
Capt. Bill Russell is a native and
lifelong resident of Pine Island who
has spent his entire life fishing the
waters surrounding Pine Island and
Southwest Florida. For the past 21
years Bill has been a professional
fishing guide who takes pride in
customizing each trip to ensure everyone on board has a
great time and will return again. Come join us and “Catch
the Action.”

WE SEE PERFECT INDOOR
WEATHER IN YOUR FORECAST.
BREATHE THE DIFFERENCE

TOTAL
HOME
COMFORT

0.0% APR FINANCING.* 100% COMFORTABLE

www.Spectrum4air.com

Up to a $1,625 Instant Rebate.*

239-543-2722

FINANCING AVAILABLE

CALL NOW FOR THE LOWEST PAYMENTS ON
HIGH EFFICIENCY TRANE EQUIPMENT!
WE TAKE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION TO THE HIGHEST DEGREE.

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane

STATE LIC# CACO53837
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What’s Blooming At Edison & Ford Winter Estates?
By Debbie Hughes, Senior
Horticulturist at Edison &
Ford Winter Estates
After several months
of drought, the summer
rains are finally here.
Along with the rain, we are
experiencing longer days
and hotter temperatures.
This is typically a time for
increased growth of many
of our palms, natives and
tropical plants and trees and that means our plants will need
more nutrients to make branches, leaves and flowers.
Many gardeners are not sure what type of fertilizer to use.
A slow-release, granular fertilizer with 8-2-12 (nitrogen,
phosphorus, potassium) nutrient amounts for palms and
shrubs is recommended for most tropical specimens.
Nitrogen is responsible for all of the green chlorophyll
necessary for photosynthesis. Slow-release nitrogen can be
an organic form or a coated, granular pellet that releases
small amounts of nitrogen as the rain or water penetrates
the soil surface.
Quick-release nitrogen can be used on potted plants or for
a quick green-up, but is not good for supplying daily nutrient
requirements during the summer rainy season. Quickrelease fertilizers used just before a huge downpour will
likely wash away into storm drains and waterways. Nitrogen
and phosphorus runoff is environmentally damaging and a
waste of money and resources for homeowners.
In Lee County, all landscape professionals are required
to have a Best Management Practices certificate; fertilizing
is banned from June 1 through Sept. 30. There are other
important rules concerning fertilizer applications throughout
the year. The use of fertilizer is not permitted within 10 feet
of a body of water and grass clippings should be cleaned
from sidewalks (blowing or sweeping back into the grass is
preferred). The county extension service or knowledgeable
staff at a garden center such as the Edison Ford Garden
Shoppe can provide information and advice on how to
properly fertilize your garden.
If you were not able to apply fertilizer during the
allotted time period, using other nutrient formats may be
the answer. A potassium blend (0-0-12) with other minerals
can be used during the summer months. Micronutrients,
such as ironite and foliar nutritional sprays are useful for
hibiscus, gardenias, citrus and turf. Soil amendments such as

kept away from home foundations and trunks of trees and
plants.
Our yards can be so much more than green lawns; we
can create areas for enlightenment and relaxation. The
garden is a great place to view nature from a porch swing
or a comfortable chair under a shade tree. Be sure to walk
around your garden every day to see what’s blooming. If
you plant a variety of trees, shrubs, perennials and annuals,
you’ll have something different to observe every day, just
as Thomas Edison would have in his botanical garden along
the Caloosahatchee River.
July is a great month to see flowering plants at Edison
Ford! Come enjoy the gardens and get inspired to create
your own botanical haven!

Sheriff’s Senior
Safety Seminars
compost, humic acid
and worm castings
can be used to better
the overall soil
composition, which
in turn can improve
the use of nutrients
already contained in
the soil.
Along with
the summer rains,
we have a return
o f p e s k y w e e d s . There are a lot of ﬂowers blooming
Pulling weeds can in July at Edison Ford, including
be meditative and orchids and plants that attract
great for physical butterﬂies such as the passion ﬂower.
exercise. I personally
embrace those benefits for myself and enjoy getting down
on the ground with my weed tool in hand. One way to
decrease the amount of weeds in garden beds is to remove
the weed before seed formation occurs. Another huge help
in decreasing weed germination is to spread 3 to 4 inches of
mulch throughout the garden. Mulch can be helpful in other
ways as well. It can help keep plant roots cool, improve the
soil structure through decomposition, hold moisture and
creates a visually appealing appearance. Mulch should be

Mark your calendar for this year’s series of educational
seminars and come join us for one or for all, through
September.
Each session will last approximately one hour and will
feature a variety of public safety topics including an update
on the latest frauds and scams, home security and vehicle
burglary prevention tips, and what you should do if you find
yourself involved in an active shooter situation. You will also
have an opportunity to “get to know your LCSO” as members
of our specialty law enforcement units share valuable
information about the inner workings of the Lee County
Sheriff’s Office. Meet our four-footed law enforcement
partners, learn about traffic laws and the techniques used to
control traffic, and learn how our dive team members conduct
crime scene investigations underwater.
• July 25
ID Theft – How vulnerable are you?
• Aug. 1
Social Security Benefits Hacking – Are your
benefits safe?
• Aug. 29 Home Improvement Fraud – What you need
to know
• Sept. 5
Residential Security – Are you a target for a
burglar?
• Sept. 26 Cell Dogs – Meet the dogs and learn how
they are trained.
All seminars will be held at the United Healthcare
Medicare Store located at 6900 Daniels Parkway, Unit 23-C
in the Daniels Crossing Shopping Center (at the corner of
Daniels Parkway and Six Mile Cypress). Seating is limited,
so reserve yours today by calling (239) 561-9142. All sessions
begin at 10 a.m.

June 29 - August 12, 2017

 New selection of 

Antiques, Waterford, Swarovski
Crystal Lamps, Pictures

Vintage Peddler
Sid Dickens Authorized Dealer

Classic Furniture & Consignment

437-9117
Horizon Plaza

One mile south of Gladiolus

16050 S. Tamiami Trail, #106 • Ft. Myers, FL 33908
Just North of The Forest

Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11-4

Everyone’s favorite
nanny takes the
stage
in
this
musical adventure!
Young Jane and
Michael have sent
many a nanny
packing
before
Mary Poppins arrives on their doorstep. Using
a combination of magic and common sense, she
must teach the family how to value each other
again. Mary Poppins is an enchanting mixture
of an irresistible story, unforgettable songs,
breathtaking dance numbers and astonishing
stagecraft. You’ll hear beloved songs such as
Chim Chim Cher-ee, A Spoonful of Sugar and
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious.

NOW OP
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Cooking By Connie
By Connie Hope
The snowbirds have left and the weather is hot, hot, hot.
Hopefully the rain will begin soon to water the trees and
plants. Then the rain won’t stop.
What is July known for? We all know that it is July 4,
Independence Day. Here’s one that is funny, it is Nude
Recreation weekend on July 10 to16. I’m laughing about
that. It is also Nectarine and Garlic Month and National
Horseradish Month. Here is one all should consider – Cell
Phone Courtesy Month. National Ice Cream Month is also a
cooler idea. But my favorite for the month of July is National
Blueberry Month. I love blueberries and there are so many
things you can do with them. Serve them on pancakes, cereal,
even ice cream. Here is something a little more unique to
do with blueberries. I am a great lover of soups – hence

Architectural Control
Information
Please remember that any exterior changes you
plan to make to your home need to be approved by
the Architectural Control Committee.
For example, this includes reroofing, exterior
painting, landscape changes, swing set installations,
etc. We live in a deed-restricted community and
these controls have been put into place for the good
of each homeowner so as to maintain our beautiful
community. Please contact Bill Simons (239) 5654343 or erArchiture@aol.com so that your changes
can be reviewed and approved.
A form is available for download from the Eagle
Ridge website: www.EagleRidge33912.com on the
Resources tab.
We plan to work hard for you to keep our community
– the one you all moved into – please help us do that!
The Board of Directors

Eagle Ridge Board Of Directors
2016 To March 2017
From March 2017
2018
John Spiegel, President
Richard Herman, Vice President
Peter Van Leeuwen, Secretary/Treasurer
Hewitt B. McCloskey, Jr, Director
Christine Leslie, Director

Committee Chairs For 2017

305-804-3051
239-940-8599
239-571-9190
239-225-6609
239-292-7182

Board Liaison

Arbitration Board
John Spiegel
Charlene Wendel, Chairperson
(239) 466-0591
Architectural Control
Hewitt McCloskey
Bill Simmons, Chairperson
(239) 565-4343, erArchiture@aol.com
Deed of Restrictions
Hewitt McCloskey
Don Peters, Chairperson
(239) 561-1511
Election/Mailing Committee
John Spiegel
Steve Norris, Chairperson
Golf Committee
Richard Herman
Gary Melillo, Chairperson for Men
(239) 777-0137
Fran Danek
and
Phyllis Wayco
(239) 454-5026
(239) 561-4619
Co-Chairpersons for Women
Golf Liaison Committee
John Spiegel
Steve Norris, Chairperson
(614) 284-0445
Holiday Decorating Committee
John Spiegel
Gail Newmark, Chairperson
Legal Committee
John Spiegel
John Spiegel, Chairperson
(305) 804-3051
Landscape and Beautification Comm. Hewitt McCloskey
Hewitt McCloskey, Chairperson
Security/Safety Committee
John Spiegel
Connie Hope, Chairperson
(239) 225-6609
Social Committee
John Spiegel
Sherri Holly, Chairperson
(239) 770-3099
Surface Water Drainage Committee
John Spiegel
Christine Leslie, Chairperson
(239) 292-7182
Welcoming Committee
Richard Herman
Arlene Cabai Schuetz, Chairperson
(239) 768-9566
Eye of the Eagle
John Spiegel
Ron Tlougan, Editor
RonTlougan@gmail.com (651) 764-4438

Eagle Ridge Additional Contact Information
Replacement of Lamppost Bulbs and Light Sensors:
Contact Joe Foster....(239) 218-7714 and leave your name,
address and phone number.
Flagpole Holders and Damaged Mailbox Repairs,
Painting of Mailboxes and Light Poles
Contact Dennis Shelley, (239) 887-1042.
ERPOA Web Maintenance
Contact Ed Schuler, (267) 513-0800.

my second cookbook, Soups and Stews ... Comfort by the
Spoonful. (If you would like a copy, please email me at
conniehope@comcast.net, I have plenty in my garage.) So,
I am sharing with you a cold soup again from my book –
Blueberry Soup With Wine. Give it a try and enjoy!

Blueberry Soup With Wine
2 cups water
1 tablespoon cornstarch
2 ½ to 2¾ cups fresh blueberries
3 tablespoons sugar
1½ cups wine *
½ cup sour cream or plain yogurt
Wire whisk cornstarch with ¼ cup water. Combine
blueberries, cornstarch, water, sugar, and wine. Cook on low
heat until blueberries are soft (15 to 20 minutes). Put in food
processor and blend until berries are smooth. (You can also
use an immersion blender). Chill overnight in refrigerator.
Serve with a dollop of sour cream or yogurt. Serves 2 to 3.
*Here are some ideas for wines to use in the blueberry
soup:
• 1 ½ cups Marsala wine
• 1 ¼ cups grape juice and 1 teaspoon brandy
• 1 ¼ cups dry white wine and 1 teaspoon brandy
• ¾ cup sherry and ¾ cup sweet vermouth
• Use your favorite and experiment.

Eagle Ridge Job Spot
Nonbusinesses please! All business owners should contact Seabreeze
Communications to place an ad.
Are you looking for an odd job? Want to be included in the Eagle Ridge
Job Spot? Email your information to rontlougan@gmail.com. Baby-sitters,
pet sitters, yard work and more.

Jenni Caves, (239) 336-4282. Marketing Professional.
Offering services in branding, website development,
management, social media, public relations, etc. I have over 15
years’ experience in marketing and public relations in the public
and private sectors. I have lived in Eagle Ridge over seven years.
J.J. Claypool, (239) 810-4724. Dependable, trustworthy,
hard worker. I can do yard work, pressure washing: lanais,
driveways, windows, outdoor furniture, etc. You will be pleased
with my work ethic. I am headed off to college soon and would
love the opportunity to work for money. Thank you.
Connie Hope, (239) 225-6609. Absentee Homeowner
Services: “While you’re away” I can check your home or condo.
(Weekly/biweekly/monthly). I can validate yard maintenance
and irrigation, pick up parcels and mail, check water, check
appliances, arrange for repairs and services and much more. I
am in the community. Call or email conniehope@comcast.net.
Connie Hope, (239) 225-6609. Secretarial work, outreach
office work, write your letters, answer your email, also light
accounting, prepare things for taxes. I have been a Florida notary
for the last 10 years.
Crystal Jozsa, (419) 460-3866. Photography. I am a
professional photographer who specializes in family, children,
weddings and high school senior portraiture. I can come to
your home or go on location. My work can be seen at www.
crystaljozsaphotography.com.
Patty Fajardo, (239) 208-9956. Are you looking for some
help? I am a permanent resident at Eagle Ridge and am available
for a variety of jobs – house cleaning, running errands, yard
work, planting, pulling weeds, grocery shopping, etc. Please
call – home (239) 208-9956 or cell (757) 449-9823.

Andrew Kirksey, (239) 768-0335. Pressure washing: roofs,
driveways, rain gutter cleaning, lanais and cages. No job too
small.
Isabella Marrali, (330) 310-1230 or (330) 256-8309.
19-year-old sophomore at OU looking for a nanny job, dog sitter/
walker or any type of oddball jobs from June 5 through August
7. References available and she has dependable transportation.
Kathie McDonough, (239) 478-0060. A resident on Triple
Eagle Court, Kathie does pet sitting and home watch.
Diane Nichols, (239) 825-5861. Notary Public state of
Florida since 1986. I will pet sit, house sit, and baby sit.
Marlin D. Rott, (239) 986-1589. Computer Training
– Retired career computer professional can help you learn
computer technology and software programs like Excel, Word,
or other programs of your choice. If your interest is in how to
subscribe, learn and manipulate social networks like Facebook,
call now. Improve your understanding about computer literacy.
One-hour lessons are available at reasonable rates. Marlin is a
resident of the Eagle Ridge community.
Ginny Schuler, (215) 542-9474. College Applications. I
provide assistance in all aspects of the process. I have 30-plus
years’ experience in helping students gain entrance into the
most competitive colleges and universities in the nation. By
the time your child completes his or her sophomore year, the
process of college selection should be underway. This requires
timely scheduling of PSATs, SATs and ACTS tests, organizing
activity sheets and selecting reasonable college choices (reach,
average and safety). My additional specialty is assisting students
in writing excellent personal essays and short supplements.
Dennis Shelley, (239) 887-1042. Handyman and home
services. Lanai screens, painting, junk hauling, home watch,
lighting, garage cleanups, local moves, and he is a specialist
in home security consultations and upgrades, offers free home
security evaluations and tips.

Eagle Ridge Bulletin Board
If you have an announcement, we will include it in this
column. Email rontlougan@gmail.com with your request.
Fort Myers Republican Women’s Club – Will Resume
Meetings In September
Additional information about the club may be obtained
by contacting the president, Carole Green, (850) 590-2206.
*****
The Greeters Club – Will Resume Meetings In The Fall
*****
Continental Women’s Club Of Fort Myers
The Continental Women’s Club meeting on Thursday,
July 6 will feature a representative from Make-A-Wish,
an organization that grants a wish every 16 hours. Join us
to find out how wishes make life better for kids with lifethreatening medical conditions.
The club’s monthly meetings are held on the first
Thursday of the month at 11:30 a.m. at Colonial Country
Club, located at 9181 Independence Way in Fort Myers.
The cost to attend the luncheon is $19. Please call (239)
691-7561 for additional information.
*****
Dining In Club
If you live in Eagle Ridge, maybe you have heard of
the Dining In Club where people in our community get
together to meet, talk and have fun. Everyone who attends
these parties really loves them.
We meet monthly from November to April. If you would
like more information about Dining In, please call Connie
Hope at (239) 225-6609.
*****

The Florida Yards & Neighborhood (FYN)
Join us at a Florida Yards & Neighborhoods class
and learn the nine principles that guide Florida-friendly
landscaping in Lee County. The class is given under the
auspices of University of Florida IFAS Extension Lee
County.
Each principle is explored in class so you can apply what
you learn to your own yard. Plant selection and placement,
efficient irrigation, proper mulching, and techniques to
obtain a beautiful and healthy yard will be discussed. To
learn more, visit http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/.
*****
Volunteer In Your Eagle Ridge Community
If you are interested in serving on the Eagle Ridge
Board of Directors, or would like to serve on one of the
committees, please contact one of the following: Hewitt
B. McCloskey Jr., John Spiegel, Peter Van Leeuwen,
Ed Schuler, or Rick Herman through the Eagle Ridge
website: www.eagleridge33912.com.
*****
Your Eye of the Eagle
If you are not receiving your Eye of The Eagle
newspaper, please contact Peggy Watts, (239) 910-1039
or Connie Hope, (239) 225-6609.
Extra copies of Eye of the Eagle newsletters are usually
available at the golf course clubhouse. They also may be
downloaded from the Resources tab on the Eagle Ridge
website: www.EagleRidge33912.com.
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Security Central
By Connie Hope
Lucky for Eagle Ridge it has been rather quiet in May. The
only thing I have noticed are the tire marks as you go out on
American Colony. I assume that since school is out – both
high school and college – kids are celebrating by making
donuts in the grass. It is very sad to damage property in
that manner. A call to all who think this is fun, please stop
destroying the lawns.
We have replanted the plants in the center island as you
enter Eagle Ridge, which was damaged several months ago
by a car that went out of control. It will take some time to
get the plants to grow and take hold, but they will fill in the
gaps soon.
Just before this article went to print we had three incidents

in Eagle Ridge dealing with cars not being locked with keys
inside them and someone stealing them.
Please remember, never and I mean never leave keys in
your car. If you park your car in the driveway, never leave it
unlocked. That is a red flag to people who want to steal a car.
And they are out there checking cars late at night for unlocked
cars and keys in the car. Never leave a purse or credit cards
in the car. These things are red flags for them to break into
the car even if it is locked. Always close your garage doors
and lock the door leading into the house. Schools are out and
kids want to get into mischief. Also there are people who are
on drugs that will steal anything and cash it into money for
drugs. You need to be aware of this.
Please drive safely and be courteous to other drivers.

Eagle Ridge Residents
Jogging, bicycling, walking and other nongolfing activities or unregistered golf play are not permitted
on the golf course.

Notice: Advertisements for the newsletter must be placed
through Seabreeze Communications. Call (239) 278-4222
for information. I have no role or pricing information on
the placement of ads and/or inserts.
Deadline: Submission of articles for the Eye of the Eagle
must be received no later than the 6th of each month. Email
articles, pictures or information for the Bulletin Board, to
rontlougan@gmail.com.
Articles can be submitted attached to or contained in
an email. Photos should also be emailed as attachments. If
you have any questions, please call Ron Tlougan at (651)
764-4438.
Eye of the Eagle: If for any reason you do not receive
your Eye of the Eagle or if you need extra copies, the paper
is also available at the golf clubhouse.
Flagpole Holders and Damaged Mailbox Repairs and
Painting: For mailbox repairs, including doors, springs or
broken parts and painting, call Dennis Shelley, (239) 887-1042.
Replacement of lamppost bulbs and light sensors:
Please call Joe Foster at (239) 218-7714 and leave your
name, address, and phone number.

Mailbox Maintenance And Repair
Mailbox doors have a
closure spring that eventually
breaks after thousands of
openings. It is important to
replace them as soon as they
are discovered as they usually
result in a broken door, which
is a much more expensive repair. Call Dennis Shelley,
(239) 887-1042. The cost of installing a new spring is
$34. If the door casting breaks, it costs an additional
$112 to repair the door. Dennis also has specially
manufactured flagpole holders to match the lampposts.
They are available for $89 installed. Your mailbox
and lamppost can also be repainted for $49, which
will bring them back to their “like-new” appearance.
Dennis also offers handyman services.
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Voted
Gulfshore Life’s
Best In Client
Satisfaction
8 Years in a Row!

239.437.6577

wentworthrealty.com

Ask About Our Full Service Property Management

Rent out your home and enjoy both rental income and price appreciation.

Property Management Services
• Tenant Screening & Turnover

000

9,
$39

D

SOL

• HOA Approvals
• 24 Hour Emergency Service
• Monthly Reporting

14580 Bald eagle - Amazing Sunset Views

• Highly Competitive Fees

All you do is cash the checks!
ü

ü

experience:
•
•
•
•

Market exposure:
•
•
•

ü
ü

Successful brokers in this area for over 18 years
Certified Luxury Specialists
Zillow - Premier Agent
Trulia - Pro
Full spectrum marketing with excellent presentation quality.
Professional photos, email blasts and
syndication to over 50 web sites
Targeted to our network of affluent families,
internationally

Absolutely Gorgeous, updated Eagle Ridge 3BR/2.5BA estate pool home
w/ beautiful golf, lake & sunset views! Recently updated w/ New Roof
& New AC, all top of the line upgrades.

OUR RecenT eAgLe RiDge SALeS
SOLD

1447 Bald Eagle
3BR $315,000

SOLD

14820 Bald Eagle
4BR/3.5BA $359,900

SOLD

7855 Eagles Flight Lane
4BR/3BA $325,000

SOLD

14601 Eagles Lookout
4BR/3BA $325,000

Highly Personalized Service:
•

You won’t be one of 100’s of listings or
our only one either.

Results!

Fast sales, smooth closings and a higher net for you!

Thinking of Selling?

SOLD

7642 Eaglet Court
4BR/3BA $379,000

SOLD

14461 Aeries Way
3BR/2BA $360,000

We work hard to get you TOP DOLLAR!
Personalized Service With Integrity

Dorenda E. Wentworth
Owner-Broker

Voted Gulfshore Life’s Best in Client
Satisfaction 2009 - 2016!

~ Serving Southwest Florida’s Gulf Coast
Communities Since 1997 ~

Are You Receiving
E-mail From Eagle Ridge?
Each month the Eagle Ridge
Property Owners Association
sends out an email with
reminders of activities at the
Ridge. If this image looks
unfamiliar to you, you are not
on our email list.
To correct this, send an email
to info@EagleRidge33912.
com along with your name and
street address.
We will add your name to
the list, which you may opt out of at any time. We are stressing
the use of email as it is faster, easier and cheaper than USPS. You
may send email addresses for all members of your household.
The Board of Directors
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Tips From South Trail Fire And Rescue
By Christie Knudsen,
Public Education Specialist
Sign of a Growing District.
Residents of Gateway may
have noticed the new sign
on Gateway Boulevard
and Fairway Lakes Drive
announcing the future home of
South Trail Fire & Rescue Station
#65. The 6 in Station #65 is an identifier used for all South
Trail fire stations and apparatus, and delineates South Trail
from other fire departments in Lee County. Once Station
#65 is built, South Trail Fire & Rescue will have five fire
stations strategically located throughout the District’s
55-square-mile service area to serve approximately 62,000
residents, 24 hours a day, and 365 days a year.
It will be four to five years before Station #65 is actually
built. Long-range planning is essential in providing
emergency services to a growing, changing community.
The South Trail Board of Commissioners identified

Join Us For
A Bike Ride
SWFL Critical Mass is a group of local bike riders
who enjoy biking around Lee County.
Come be a part of our “Mass.” For more
information visit us at www.swflcriticalmass.com or
on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/
SWFLcriticalmass.
Fort Myers First Friday
7:30 p.m. meetup – 8 p.m. roll out
2160 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers
NE Lee Second Friday
7:30 p.m. meetup – 8 p.m. roll out
Winn Dixie – 14600 Palm Beach Blvd., Fort Myers
Second Saturday On Sanibel
7:30 p.m. meetup – 8 p.m. roll out
Jerry’s Plaza – 1700 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel
Estero Third Friday
7:30 p.m. meetup – 8 p.m. roll out
(New Location) Tropical Smoothie –
1001 Estero Town Commons Place, Estero
Cape Coral Last Friday
7:30 p.m. meetup – 8 p.m. roll out
4700 SE 11th Place, Cape Coral
Saturday Slow Roll* – Last Saturday
9 a.m. meetup – 9:15 a.m. roll out
2160 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers

the growth in the northeastern portion of the Gateway
community, and knew that the emergency response time
to that area from Station #64 in southwest Gateway
would increase as well. As communities build out, finding
affordable and available land for a fire station can be a
difficult task, so when the parcel on Gateway Boulevard
became available, the Fire Commissioners purchased it
for the future fire station. Paying for a fire station that can
cost $2 to $3 million also requires long-range planning.
The South Trail Fire Commissioners will pay for the
construction of the station with funds saved for that
purpose, i.e., with no financing.
Although South Trail began providing emergency
services as a volunteer fire department in 1965, and then as
an independent fire control district in 1976, it wasn’t until
1995 that the South Trail Fire & Rescue District started
providing services to the Gateway community. Previously,
the Lee County Port Authority had provided emergency
services in Gateway. In 1996, the residents of Gateway

voted to be officially annexed into the district, and in 2001,
South Trail Fire Station #64 opened on Commonwealth
Drive in Gateway.
The entire South Trail Fire District has grown
dramatically over the years – responding to 1,319
emergency calls in 1984, 4,585 calls in 1998 and to 8,697
calls in 2016. New, permitted construction throughout the
district includes numerous senior living facilities, medical
buildings and hospital expansion, shopping centers with
new restaurants and a Whole Foods Market. The South
Trail Fire District continues to be a wonderful place to
live, visit, and work, and the South Trail personnel are
committed to providing the highest quality fire and rescue
services to a growing, changing community.
For more information on the South Trail Fire and
Rescue District visit www.southtrailfire.org. The monthly
meeting of the South Trail Fire and Rescue District Board
of Commissioners will be held at 5:30 p.m. on July 17, at
Station #63, 5531 Halifax Ave. The public is invited.

Help Needed!
Hello loyal supporters of Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC)! We are in
great need of diapers in sizes 4, 5 and 6 and new stuffed animals for boys
and girls of all ages. Can you help us? If so, please drop off your donation
at our office, 3830 Evans Ave., Fort Myers, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Questions? Contact Lisa at 939-2808 or lrizzio@cac-swfl.org.
Thank you!

Final Total Is In For The Letter Carriers
‘Stamp Out Hunger’ Food Drive
The 25th annual National
Letter Carriers Food Drive
collected a total of 300,305
pounds of food in Lee
County. That’s a 1.7 percent
increase over the 2016 total.
Of that amount, 208,321
pounds will be distributed
by the Harry Chapin Food
Bank, and the rest will be
distributed by other local
agencies.
The nation’s largest single-day food drive, called
“Stamp Out Hunger,” is the one day when letter carriers
collect nonperishable food that has been left by residents
at their mailboxes.

The drive is held by the National Association of Letter
Carriers. Locally, the Harry Chapin Food Bank and the
United Way of Lee, Hendry, Glades and Okeechobee
counties partner with the letter carriers to make the food
drive happen. Hundreds of volunteers assisted the letter
carriers with picking up the food, and also unloaded and
sorted the food at various postal drop-off sites.
We thank the members of our community who gave so
generously and the volunteers who donated their time and
effort to make the drive a success. Your support will help
fight hunger during the summer months, when school is
out and the need is great.
The Harry Chapin Food Bank serves 28,000 people per
week through more than 150 partner agencies in Charlotte,
Collier, Lee, Glades and Hendry counties.

*Slow Roll rides are recommended for adults new
to cycling or younger inexperienced riders.
By Florida law: Front and rear lights required for all
riders. Helmets are strongly encouraged for all riders
and required for all riders ages 16 and under.

Full Home Inspections Wind Mitigation Four Point

Home Inspections performed by a Licensed Contractor
and Licensed Home Inspector.
Licensed Building Contractor in the State of Florida
for over 30 years.
If you want a Qualified Inspection call a Contractor that has
been building in Southwest Florida.
Commercial and Residential

FREE Pick-Up and Next Day Delivery!

239•567•1468
Extra Service ... No Extra Cost

Call for your Inspection Now

(239) 340-8913
Ft. Myers, Cape Coral, Lehigh, Naples, Bonita, Estero
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Adoptable Cats And Kittens
Precious

Curtis

Sadie

Hi, my name
is Precious. I’m a
beautiful 5-year-old,
spayed female with
long white hair. I’m
looking for someone
to give me lots of love
in a quiet environment.
I’m currently residing with a foster mom. My adoption
fee is $75. I’m up-to-date on all vaccinations. Please call
Diane at (860) 833-4472 or email Haven on Earth Animal
League at havenonearthanimalleague@yahoo.com to make
an appointment to meet me.

Hi there! I’m Curtis.
I’m only 3 months old and
just the cutest little tuxedo
boy around! I’m already
neutered and up-to-date on
all vaccines. I am staying
at the Petco at Gulf Coast
Town Center and I want
to live in a real home so
badly. My adoption fee is
$100. Please come see me
and take me home! For more information, call Diane at
(860) 833-4472 or email Haven on Earth Animal League
at havenonearthanimalleague@yahoo.com.

Hi, my name is Sadie. I am
only a year old and just raised four
babies that are soon to be adopted.
I am a really sweet girl and want
someone to love me forever. I
have beautiful tabby markings with
white legs and belly and a cute
little pink nose. I’m up-to-date on
all vaccinations and spayed. My
adoption fee is $100. I am currently
residing with a foster family. Call
Diane to make an appointment to
see me at (860) 833-4472 or email
Haven on Earth Animal League
at havenonearthanimalleague@
yahoo.com.

MangoMania – Pine Island’s
Tropical Fruit Fair
Saturday, July 15 –
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday, July 16 –
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Join us in celebrating
our 21st anniversary
of the MangoMania
Tropical Fruit Fair. Event
is held at the GermanAmerican Social Club,
2101 Pine Island Rd.,
Cape Coral, FL 33991.
Adults: $6 – Advanced purchases: $5. Children under 10
are free.
Enjoy All That MangoMania Has To Offer:
• Meet our MangoMania Queen of 2017, Jessica Potts
• Food and recipe contests (Visit our website to enter your
mango recipe.)
• Creative mango games and contests for kids of all ages

• Mr. Mango Head; precision mango toss (children and
adults); mango pie eating contests (children and adults);
mango hat parade; mango hat judging; bounce house; world’s
largest mango contest; mango juggling (children and adults);
world’s longest mango throw; kid’s games; face painting and
much more!
• Music
• Great food and beverages
• Mango and tropical fruit specialty food and beverages
• Free mango tasting table
• Art and craft vendors
• Gifts
• MangoMania T-shirts
• Kids activities area
• Educational talks about tropical plants, palms, art and
more
• Tropical plants and trees for sale
For more information and to see the schedule lineup, visit
our website at www.mangomaniafl.net.

Computer Problems?
We do it all through the Internet...
Fast...Easy...Secure!
If We Can’t Fix It - It’s FREE
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Virus / Spyware Removal
Wireless Setups
Networking / Internet Share
Computer Tune-ups / Cleaning
Custom Built PC’s & Notebooks
Data Recovery
Troubleshooting
All Certiﬁed Technicians
Low Rates & Fast Service

or call 1-571-642-2801
LCD Screen Repair • Custom Notebooks • Multimedia Applications
Intel IPD dealer • Microsoft OEM System Builder

Haven on Earth Animal League Inc. is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit animal rescue organization in Fort Myers, operated
completely by volunteers. Our mission is to rescue, house,
rehabilitate and re-home abused, unwanted, neglected and
homeless animals into forever, loving homes.

Declaration Of
Independence
Taken From My Word Wizard.com
There are so many ways to express one’s love for country.
What to do on July 4 to show you love the United States is a
deeply personal matter. For many folks Independence Day
means family barbecues, baseball and fireworks. Others love
to attend an old-fashioned small town parade.
No matter how one chooses to mark the occasion, each
person, in his or her own way, recognizes the incredible
process that came to fruition on July 4, 1776 at Independence
Hall in Philadelphia. On that day the Second Continental
Congress approved the final wording of the Declaration of
Independence, an act that set in motion the separation of the
original 13 colonies from Great Britain. Indeed, this event
ushered in the birth of a new nation and a modern democratic
republic.
It took America nearly 200 years to realize the aspirations
of the founding fathers, who included in the second section
of the document these words:
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.
The impact of the American Revolution is still with us,
inspiring long suffering peoples as they struggle to throw off
the yolk of tyranny. It is our hope that citizens the world over,
no matter to which country they owe allegiance, can come
together in appreciation of the seminal events that took place
during an unseasonably mild day in the summer of 1776.
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Freedom Fest

Tuesday, July 4 – 4 to 10 p.m.
Free Admission
Over 14,000 Lee County residents and area visitors
of all ages are expected in the streets of Downtown Fort
Myers by boat or car for one of the biggest events of the
year – the annual Fourth of July celebration!
Festivities include a patriotic car/truck/motorcycle
show (new this year!), live entertainment, attractions, kids’
activities and will culminate with a spectacular fireworks
show over the Caloosahatchee River.
New This Year – Motor Show – Participation For
Everyone!
Register online by July 1, midnight. Showing at 4 p.m.
Judging at 6 p.m.

American Muscle
Do you own a piece of American automobile history?
Bring the golden days of classic cars back this Independence
Day. Let both young and old alike rejoice in the classic
Americana spirit of your muscle cars and classic rides!
Go-Fast Cars
Got speed? We as Americans have been custom building
amazing speed machines since the first wheel was invented.
Take a break from the racing to showcase your go-fast ride
for all to enjoy. We know it’s hard to park sitting still, don’t
worry, there will be show classes and prizes for everyone!
Lifted And Leveled
Do you prefer smiles per gallon, or miles per gallon?
Show off your real-life Tonka truck to hundreds of cheerful
spectators. Big lifts, big tires and big American flags is
what this class is all about!
Motorcycle Mania
Kickstands up! Throttle your two- or three-wheeler
down to Downtown Fort Myers by yourself or with your
club!
Grocery Getters
Calling all daily drivers! You don’t have to be a diamond

to shine at this show. Decorate your daily driver in red,
white and blue insignia and show the county you mean
business. Finally a show class for all the station wagons
and soccer vans out there. (Clubs are invited to group their
participation.)
Most Decorated Contest Categories
Most Patriotic, Most Artistic, Fan Favorite, Kids Choice
and more!
Best Of Classic Contest Categories
Best of awarded in each of the following categories:
Best Ford, Best Mopar, Best GM, Best Import, Best
of Show, Best Modified, Best American Muscle, Best
Motorcycle, Best Lifted and Leveled, Best Fast Cars, Best
Grocery Getter, Best Female Owned, Best 4-Door, Best
2-Door, Best Shine, Best Work in Progress, Best Audio,
Best Rims, Best Van, Best Paint Job and more!
Secure Your Spot On July 4 From 4 To 10 p.m. In
Downtown Fort Myers!
Register online at freedomfestfm.com or by phone
at (239) 633-6150. Vehicle registrations are $20.
Sponsorships, vendor space and VIP seating are available.
Admission is free.

Harry Chapin Food Bank Launches Fundraising
Campaign To Provide Food For Low-Income Seniors
The Harry Chapin Food Bank is launching the Care &
Share: Senior Feeding Campaign, a new $1.1 million
program aimed at feeding more than 2,200 low-income
seniors in Lee, Collier and Charlotte counties.
The state has designated $400,000 in seed money for the
campaign in the recently-approved budget. Now, the food
bank needs the community’s help to raise the additional
$700,000 to fund its new Care & Share: Senior Feeding
Campaign. A donation of $500 can help feed a senior for
one year.
The Care & Share program will replace the governmentsponsored Commodity Supplemental Food Program
(CSFP), which will no longer be available in Lee, Collier
and Charlotte counties as of July 1. The state Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services, which administers
CSFP for the federal government, decided to end the
program in those three counties due to shifts in priorities.
Meanwhile, the state is expanding CSFP in Hendry and
Glades and in other Florida counties.
State Sen. Kathleen Passidomo (R-District 28)
championed the funding request for the new Care & Share
program during the state’s budget process, with support

from state Reps. Chris
Latvala (R-District 67)
and Heather Fitzenhagen
(R-District 78).
“We are excited to
have the opportunity to
feed more than 2,200
low-income seniors in Lee, Collier and Charlotte counties,”
said Richard LeBer, president and CEO of the Harry Chapin
Food Bank. “We are grateful for the seed funding from
the state of Florida, and the leadership of elected officials,
notably Senator Passidomo and Representatives Latvala and
Fitzenhagen. We are gearing up the campaign immediately
to ensure that no qualified senior goes hungry. We are
confident that our generous community will rally to help
us complete the funding for this campaign.”
The food bank invites you to support the new Care & Share:
Senior Feeding Campaign by visiting harrychapinfoodbank.
org and clicking on the donate button.
About The Harry Chapin Food Bank
The Harry Chapin Food Bank, an affiliate of Feeding
America, is the leading hunger-relief organization in

Southwest Florida. The food bank solicits, collects and
stores food for distribution to families and others in need
through a network of more than 150 nonprofit agencies
in Lee, Collier, Charlotte, Glades and Hendry counties,
providing food to about 28,000 people a week.
For every dollar donated, the food bank can provide $8
in food value. In fiscal year 2015-16, The Harry Chapin
Food Bank distributed 20.6 million pounds of food and
other grocery items, including 6.4 million pounds of fresh
produce. The food, valued at $34 million, is the equivalent
of 17 million meals for people in need.
The Harry Chapin Food Bank is recognized as a fourstar organization by Charity Navigator, the national
nonprofit watchdog organization. The food bank is also
a United Way partner agency. For more information
or to make a donation, call (239) 334-7007 or visit
harrychapinfoodbank.org.

Brick By Brick – Building The
Children’s Garden, One Brick At A Time
By Erin White, Executive Director, Lakes Park
Enrichment Foundation
The Lakes Park Enrichment Foundation’s latest
project is the Children’s Garden. We’ve completed the
infrastructure, fencing and archway, and we’ve just

Are You Having Trouble
Controlling the Way You Eat?
Call for Help

239-338-5948
or visit

www.foodaddicts.org

successfully raised the funds for Phase 1 – The ABC
Garden. The tentative timeline for completion of Phase 1
is October 2017 – just in time for Halloween.
However, design work and construction for Phases 2, 3,
and 4 still remain to be funded. In a moment of brilliance,
our current Board President, Barbara Manzo, was inspired
to fund the rest of the Children’s Garden by paving
its walkways with
custom-engraved
bricks.
Now, with your
help, we can build
t h e C h i l d r e n ’s
Garden “one brick
at a time.” Customengraved bricks
make great gifts to
celebrate the birth
of a child, Mother’s

Day, anniversaries, or birthdays. They also make a lasting
memorial to loved ones we’ve lost.
How To Buy A Brick
Pay By Check:
D o w n l o a d a b r i c k e n g r a v i n g f o r m a t w w w.
lakesparkenrichmentfoundation.org. Return it to us with
your payment of $50. We’ll let you know when your brick
has been placed in the garden – very likely, not until after
Phase 1 has been installed (after October 2017).
Pay Online By Credit Card:
You can pay for your custom-engraved brick online
with a credit card at LPEF Store on SquareUp (https://
squareup.com/store/LakesParkEnrichmentFoundation).
You will receive an email receipt with an order number.
Then, download the brick engraving form, fill it out, and
return it to us with your order number.
You can send us your completed brick engraving form
via U.S. Mail (address is on the form) or you can scan it
and email it to Info@LakesPark.org.
Please enjoy these photos of the 2017 Brick By Brick
Picnic – and thank you for your support.

