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“Dumm dum-duh dummmm. Dumm
dum-duh dummmm.”
It was first heard in 1850, after the wedding
ceremony in Richard Wagner’s opera,
“Lohengrin.” Brides these days enter their
wedding ceremonies to it. But at the turn of
the last century, the song we know as the
“Bridal Chorus” was repurposed into a
patriotic hymn.
I would not know this fun music fact had I not
joined the Twin Cities Postcard Club.
When I joined the club and swore that I only
collected Easter postcards with chickens on
them, I got many strange looks. I was used to
getting that reaction from people when I told
them what I collected, but I didn’t think my
hobby would be considered strange among
postcard collectors. It turns out, what club
members thought was odd was that I collected just one specific type of card. They
predicted that I would soon expand my collection to additional types of cards.
So now, in addition to Easter, Christmas, New Year’s, Thanksgiving, and St.
Patrick’s Day cards, I also have a small collection of postcards with musical notation.
As a choir member of more than 20 years, I enjoy sight-reading the music and trying
to make sense out of notation that is sometimes only a close approximation of an
actual musical score (and sometimes closer to random dots on ledger lines).
The card pictured here caught my attention not because of the imagery on the card or
the name of the song. I didn’t know any song named “Flag of the Free.” But I did
know the music shown.
Instead of “Flag of the free, fairest to see,” I knew the lyrics as, “Here comes the
bride, all dressed in white.”
Wagner wrote the tune as an orchestral prelude to the third act of his opera,
“Lohengrin.” The opera has it all — sword fights, magic, and a bride who dies of a
broken heart. (On second thought, maybe this isn’t such a great wedding song after
all.)
Free continued on page 9

T C P C – J U L / AU G 2 0 1 5

VOLUME XXXIX NUMBER 4

Biltmore Motel
By Steve and Nancy Bailey
In the Village of Edina,
back in 1954, the plot of
land on Vernon Avenue
that would become the site
for Edina’s first motel – or
hotel for that matter – was
the site of the Village’s
original baseball field.
Edina’s Biltmore Motel
was built in 1954. Although I haven’t been able
to pin down the names of
the investors, it has long
been thought that local
celebrities rumored to be
original investors included Cedric Adams, well-known WCCO radio personality and Minneapolis
Star columnist. (He was also a longtime Edina resident, who later opened a “Cedric’s restaurant at
the intersection of Minnesota Highway 100 and Vernon Avenue) and popular sports broadcaster
Dick Enroth, who was involved in a number of commercial real estate ventures in the Twin Cities.
Other investors included local physicians.
In a recent article in the Edina Historical Society’s newsletter, Marci Matson wrote, “By today’s
standards, the Biltmore Motor Hotel wouldn’t match the luxurious high-rise hotels in downtown
Minneapolis or along the Interstate 494 strip. But in the mid-1950s, Edina’s Biltmore was among
the Twin City area’s best.” It
had a great location on Vernon
Avenue, with access to three
major highways: Highway 169,
the main road from Shakopee;
Highway 212, from Chaska’ and
nearby Highway 100. The
motel was built just about the
time construction was starting
on Southdale Shopping Center,
which would become a great
attraction for out-of-town
shoppers as well as local
shoppers throughout the Twin
cities and suburbs.
Biltmore continued on page 7
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A Stroll Through The Hamline-Midway Neighborhood
By The Baileys
The Hamline United Methodist Church congregation can
trace its roots to 1880, when it held its first service on
Sept. 12, in the chapel at Hamline University. This was
10 days before classes began at the university’s new St.
Paul location. The church was incorporated in 1885 and
built its first building in 1898. That building was
destroyed by fire right after Christmas 1925. The current
church building was built in 1926-1928, for about
$250,000. It is a Gothic style, of Bedford limestone and
seats about 1,040 people. A building addition was
erected in 1929 that was supposedly put up in one day
and, according to some people, it looked like it. Sunday
School classes plus neighborhood events took place
there. It was replaced by a larger administrative/education wing in 1955.
By July, of 1927, the foundation of the new church had
been completed, at 1514 Englewood Ave., and the back
wall was about half done. Services were held in the
basement and continued until it was finished. The
church was dedicated on Palm Sunday, April 1, 1928,
with some three thousand or more people attending.
There were three services throughout the day, during
each of which at least a thousand persons were present.
Its architect was Fred Slifer, whose family was active in
the congregation. His daughter Lorna, who was paid for
her time with a box of chocolates, was the model for the
angel statue between the
church’s front doors. Contractors J.S. Sweitzer and Son and Gustav Anderson
and Son were also church members. The church’s steeple, which features
gargoyles, is another of its most unique features. The church still has the molds
that were used to make the gargoyles. There are also hand carved pictographs
of the faithful disciples encircling the pulpit, the hand carved reredos
Altarpieces with its Christian symbols, and the bread and cup on the communion
table with the memorial to a long term Sunday school teacher. Over the front
door, are hand carved symbols of faith with representations of the four gospel
writers.
In September of 1928 a gift of $25,000 was received from Mrs. Emma B.
Norton, widow of the late Matthew Norton who made possible the establishment
of Norton Athletic Field. The contribution was for the installation of a new pipe
organ. Rev. Zentz, Pastor, at the time, stated that it was the largest individual
contribution towards the new church and its equipment. The new pipe organ
was a memorial to two deceased sons of Mrs. Norton who had attended Hamline
University. The organ was dedicated during the Christmas Eve service of 1929
and replaced by a three-manual, 64-rank Casavant organ in1974
Church continued on page 4
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Church continued from page 3

The windows which were pieced
together over many years, starting in
the late 1920s and ending in the
1960s, tell Bible stories. The four
large windows at the tips of the
cross in the gothic structure tell the
story of Christ’s life. There is a set
of ten windows in the nave, which
illustrate the fourth century Te
Deum chant of praise to God. Here,
with the chant, you find a soldier
who fought in the U.S./Dakota War
of 1862 and the Civil War, the
pastor who worked with the
architect to design the building, the
two contractors who built it,
memorials to music, plus many
other Bible stories.
On April 22, 2012 the church
celebrated being listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.
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Summer 2015

13th Annual Land of Lakes
Antique Postcard & Paper Show
Friday, July 24th
9am to 6pm
th
Saturday, July 25 9am to 4pm
Eagan Community Center
1501 Central Parkway
Eagan, Minnesota
The Twin Cities’ Largest Show of its kind
Featuring Top Dealers from all over the U.S.A.
Presented by Yesterday’s Mail
Morgan Hassenmayer postcardlady@comcast.net 860-319-4022
Plenty of Free Parking & On-site Food Available
Easy access from Interstates 35 & 94
Near Minneapolis/St. Paul Int’l Airport
$5 Admission --- Good for Both Days
Free Appraisals
(Show this ad and receive $1 off admission)
Don’t Miss the Upper Midwest’s Most Exciting Summer Show
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nd

24 Annual

Cambridge Antique Fair
cambridgeantiquefair.com

August 1stand 2nd
Saturday, August 1
Sunday, August 2

8 AM to 5 PM
9 AM to 4 PM

Isanti County Fairgrounds
CAMBRIDGE, MN
1 Mile East of Highway 65 on Highway 95
Just 40 Miles Due North of the Twin Cities.
12 miles west of I-35W and Tanger Outlet Mall on Highway 95
Questions, please call 763-434-6664


300 Dealer Booths Inside and Outdoors

August 1-2, 2015
Saturday 8 AM to 5 PM
Sunday 9 AM to 4 PM
Admission $6.00 Good Both Days
Children under 12 years old are free
Clip and bring this ad for a $1.00 discount off
each ticket purchased. (Coupon good for one
admission)
Metro Promotions, Inc.
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Biltmore continued from page 2

In 1964, soon after she moved back to Edina from Green Bay, Wis., with her husband, Marv,
Adeline Lindboe (“A” for short), bumped into Don Burris, an old friend. Burris had started a
small newspaper he called the Edina-Morningside Courier and he wanted “A” to come to work for
him. Although she didn’t have any formal training as a writer, she signed on with the Courier
staff and interviewed people in the area
for the paper’s “Table Talk” column.
In 1968, Lindboe resigned from a
four-year stint at the Courier, planning
to stay at home with her daughter,
Susan. Instead, she was invited to
“help out” at the Biltmore Motel. She
started out as a desk clerk and ended up
working there for six years. During
those six years, she became the motel’s
manager. In addition, she was also
named, “Outstanding Citizen of the
Year” by the Edina Jaycees in 1969 –
the first Edina woman to receive the award.
Harold Adolphsen grew up on a South Dakota farm and served in the U.S. Army during the
Korean War. After the war he returned to the Midwest and sold accordions and Hawaiian guitars.
But he didn’t find his true calling until one day when he came to the Twin Cities and got a look at
the Biltmore Motel Hotel. It was love at first sight, but it took a few years before Adolphsen
decided to do anything about it. In the meantime he purchased the Voyageur Inn, a 39-room motel
on Highway 12, just west of downtown Minneapolis in Golden Valley.
When the Biltmore became available for sale in 1975, he jumped at the chance to own it. He said
he’s never forgotten the day he came to Edina for a talk with the Biltmore’s owners. A camper
was stuck under the front entry canopy. After considerably discussion and maneuvering, someone
got the bright idea to let some
air out of the tires, and it
worked. After the purchase
was completed, Harold and his
wife Carolyn started
remodeling replacing
carpeting and updating the
lobby. Carolyn also moved her
shop, “Beautiful Gifts by
Carolyn,” from Golden Valley
to the new property “to add a
bit of luxury to the operation.”
Biltmore continued on page 8
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Biltmore continued page 7

Together the couple managed both the Biltmore and the Voyageur, running back and forth during
the day to keep an eye on both operations. Their children helped out with everything from the
front desk to pool cleaning and running the dishwasher. The Biltmore attracted everyone from former U. S. Sen. David Durenberger and former Gov. Luther Youngdahl to guests from all over the
world. The restaurant was overflowing at noon and frequent wedding receptions filled the conference room. Other “less prestigious” visitors included three men apprehended by the FBI and an
occasional unauthorized teen party, she said.
In 1977, Adolphsen sold both the Biltmore and Voyageur and purchased
the larger Hopkins House Hotel, a 165-room facility with two restaurants
and three lounges on Highway 7 in Hopkins. Harold sold the Hopkins
House in 1988 as the economy was heading into a recession and moved to
Las Vegas to work in the hotel business there.
Increasing competition and
financial difficulties
eventually forced the
Biltmore to close in 1984.
But the highways, the very
factor that had made the site
attractive for a motel, also
contributed to the Biltmore’s
demise. The new four-lane
Highway 100 had changed
area traffic patterns
considerably and Highways
169 and 212, which had
passed by the Biltmore’s front entrance for many
years, had both been rerouted.
Contents of the motel went on sale in July 1984,
shortly before the building was demolished to make
way for new condominiums that would be built at
5150 Vernon Ave. Buyers hauled away everything
from beds to the motel’s switchboard and the patio
blocks around the distinctive Biltmore sign. Some
items were bought to be used elsewhere, but others
were clearly purchased as mementoes of happy times
at the Biltmore Motor Hotel.

Check the TCPC website for Shows that have come to the attention of the editor. It will
be updated as more information becomes available. We can’t guarantee that postcards will be
at the show but that’s part of the hunt for that special postcard.
PAGE 8
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Free continued from page 1

Sometime in the late 1800’s, patriotic lyrics were added, and the tune was published with the titles “Flag of the Free”
and “Emblem of the Free.” The first such appearance I found was in a patriotic hymnal entitled, “International Praise
For the Sunday School and Church” (originally edited by E. O. Excell in 1902, viewable on hymnary.org). The song is
shown as copyrighted by Excell in 1892.
It appears in a dozen or so pre-WWI hymnals and entertainment programs, including “How to Celebrate George Washington’s Birthday in the Schoolroom,” published in 1894 (viewable on books.google.com). It advises: “Patriotism
cannot be too much cultivated in our schools…The editor and publishers of this book offer it to teachers in the belief
that it will be of material assistance to them in preparing a patriotic, dignified, and useful observance of [George
Washington’s birthday].” The book provides choral reading-style scripts (complete with costuming and stage blocking
instructions) and lyrics to many patriotic hymns, including “Flag of the Free,” which, the book suggests, “may be sung
to the March from ‘Lohengrin,’” (indicating that the opera was well-known in those days, at least to teachers).
As “Flag of the Free,” it appears on the “National Song Series” of postcards, published by Nash in 1909. The series
features standard patriotic imagery (flags, Liberty Bell, Statue of Liberty, eagles) with liberal use of gold tinting. They
are not particularly attractive (in my opinion) or valuable (in anyone’s opinion). There are 6 cards in the set, each with
a different hymn.
Flag of the Free
Yankee Doodle
Battle Hymn of the Republic
Columbia the Gem of the Ocean
Star Spangled Banner

Gary Carpentier, TCPC Long Time Member Passes
In April, 2015 we lost a good friend to the Twin Cities Postcard Club. Gary Carpentier passed away due to
a long illness.
We know he and his wife, Louise enthusiastic collectors of Halloween postcards. They
compiled an enormous catalogue checklist of
Halloween postcards with color illustrations
and a pricing guide!
Gary is also known to have a group of Labor
Day and several Ground Hog Day postcards
which he shared with the club during one of
our meetings.
Gary and Louise were almost always present
at the monthly meetings. He will be missed.
Gary is survived by his wife Louise and
brother-in-law, Fred Eckhardt, also a member
of our club, as well as his sisters, a nephew
and two nieces.

Gary Carpentier showing his book about Halloween Postcards
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TCPC News
Advertising:
General advertising will appear in the newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the newsletter
each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the
newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

Upcoming Programs
It’s time to plan for 2015 and we hope to offer
programs at least once per quarter again this year. Do
you have a suggestion for something you’d like to see?
Or perhaps you’d like to offer a program yourself
(don’t be shy)? Programs should be about 15 minutes
in length and can be about anything from your favorite
card topic or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further details

The club is reducing the inventory of it’s library and is
selling (through auction) the extra books that the club
will no longer keep. Come to the club meeting to have
an opportunity to see what is available and to bid on the
items.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Mary Larson

Claremont, MN
collects: dairy cattle
David and Judy Shedlock
Newton, IA
collects: all types
Earl Ohlgren
Motley, MN
collects: military, Indians, ships, Halloween
Please plan to attend the monthly meetings where you’ll find frequent auctions and dealers with postcards for sale but also you’ll
have opportunities to learn more about this terrific hobby.

The webmaster is seeking shows that should be highlighted
on the website. Please send your known show information
to Duane Stabler at
destabler@mediacombb.net

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Programs
July 15 - Summer Fun - bring a postcard of summer fun event; it might be the 4th of July or another
outdoor event that has a story - tell us about it.
August 19 - It’s almost time for the State Fair - bring a Fair (even if it’s not a Minnesota Fair card)
or other agriculture related postcard and share the topic.

TCPC Board of Directors and Officers 2015

Mark Your Calendar with these dates
Meeting Schedule for 2015

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP Membership: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary & Asst Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor & Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Rosemary Palmer, 612-308-6474
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
Member-at-Large: Vacant

July 15 | August 19
Sept 16 | Oct 21 | Nov 18 | Dec 16
Board Meeting Schedule
Sept 2 | Nov 4

Wanted: Upcoming Programs
Have a program you’d like to do for the group? It
only needs to be 10 to 15 minutes long .
Programs can be about anything from your
favorite card topic or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further
details.
Looking for collectables and postcards??? Don’t know
where to look?? Go to the Twin City Post Card Club
website—find a listing of known markets in the region.

Dave Johnson is looking for a volunteer to assist in
preparing for the spring TCPC show. This takes
some planning and effort to organize—please
consider volunteering.
Support TCPC—participate in the shows, and
monthly meetings. Consider participating on the
board and consider providing articles to the editor.
Don’t expect a handful of members do all the work.
Doing so will threaten the livelihood of the club.

Stamps & Postcards for Boy Scouts
Jerry Kolton, one of TCPC’s members, is collecting donated stamps and postcards for the Boy Scouts. He volunteers with
the Scouts and teaches the Scouts about stamps and postcards if he has them to share. He’s looking for stamps such as the
one on this newsletter or other stamps you might get in the mail. He asks that you bring them to the TCPC meeting or if
you wish to discuss this further with him, call Jerry at 763-753-5257.
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Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com and
on Facebook

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
We are in the South West corner of the
intersection)
Time: 5:30 - 8: 30 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)
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Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: destabler@mediacombb.net

