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Hello Everyone,
I can’t believe how quickly Spring is going or that Summer is almost here.
On May 13th, we had our Shabbat Service in Fellowship Hall (Social Hall)
because the Meeting House was being used by the church. Actually, that
will be an annual occurrence because First Friends Church needs to use it
one Friday night around this time every year. We took the opportunity to
have food delivered from Lascari’s Restaurant in Whittier. It really worked
out well. The food was great (all dairy) and was an easy setup and
cleanup. If anyone has any favorite local restaurants that might be a
candidate for future luncheons or dinners, please pass the names on to the
office. It would be great to have a list to choose from. We did have an in
person minyan so we were able to have a full service. There is no camera
setup in Fellowship Hall so we could not broadcast on Facebook. It was a
very enjoyable evening and it felt very good to be together for the service.
Our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday June 12th at 2 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. Please attend, if at all possible, as we need a quorum so
we can vote on the Budget for next year and our Slate of Officers. If anyone
would like to volunteer to serve on the Board, please call and let Erica know
or call me directly. We do hold our Board Meetings on Zoom to make it
easier for everyone. Letters with further information will be going out to all
members. Refreshments will be served.
The world has been a scary place these past weeks. Take care of
yourselves and each other. If you need to hear a friendly voice, just contact
one of us or leave a message at the office that you would like one of us to
contact you.
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To leave this on a lighter note – my grandson Daniel, who is on the
spectrum and takes things very literally, asked me when I was going to get
a new grandpa. I told him that I was not going to do that and after thinking
for a minute he asked if we could get a fish! We now have a Beta fish
named Finn. I’m not sure how his mind went from a grandpa to a fish but
I’m okay with it!
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Shalom,
Lila
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Beth Shalom Services: All services are in hybrid mode. Vaccinated people with proof and a mask may attend in person, all others may watch on our
Facebook page, Beth Shalom of Whittier. When there is a livestream taking place, you can click on it and watch. We encourage anyone who is not yet comfortable
coming to in-person services to tune in each week and take part in our services virtually and leave messages of greeting to other who are watching. This is one way we
can all stay in touch.

June 3--Prelude 7:25 pm, Service 7:30 pm--Hazzan Lance and Ty Woodward
June 4--Erev Shavuot Yizkor--Prelude 7:55 pm, Service 8:00 pm--Hazzan Lance and Ty Woodward
June 10--Prelude 7:25 pm, Service 7:30 pm--Hazzan Lance and Ty Woodward
June 17--Prelude 7:25 pm, Service 7:30 pm--Hazzan Lance and Ty Woodward

June 24--Prelude 7:25 pm, Service 7:30 pm--Hazzan Lance and Ty Woodward

Directions for viewing livestream services:
If you are a current Facebook subscriber, you need only to go to our Facebook page, Beth Shalom of Whittier, to view these
announcements and videos. If you are not a current Facebook subscriber, you need to go to www.facebook.com and sign up with a
username and password and then you can access our page at that point.
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Birthdays

-

Joel Chesler

June 2

Miriam Brookfield

June 4

Jo Ann Golden

June 5

Joel Golden

June 6

Diane Chesler

June 12

Barack O. Mandela

June 14

Christine Singer

June 14

Mark Singer

June 18

Barry Neville

June 29

Anniversary
Joel & Diane Chesler - June 4, 10 years
Stanley & Susan Kramer - June 10, 60 years
Abdon & Lenore Barembaum - June 13, 23 years
Sidney & Sandra Paul - June 22, 70 years
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Eileen & Steve Baptista - June 30, 38 years
-

Beth Shalom of Whittier wishes you
a happy birthday and happy anniversary!!
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Continued from page 2.
contribution to the world. It occurred on the sixth in the month of Sivan seven weeks after our people left Egypt. It is this historic event that we celebrate
joyfully with pride on “Shavuos”.
Particulars
1.

Dairy Meals - Since “Shavuos is a harvest festival, it is customary to decorate the home and synagogue with tree branches, fruit and flowers.
Eating dairy products, rather than meat for the main meal is a popular custom on this holiday. That is because at this time of year dairy products
are plentiful.

2.

Reviewing the Torah On the first night of “Shavuos” it is customary to review selected parts of the Torah and the Oral Law. This renews our
appreciation of this precious G-d given gift to our people.

3.

Akdomus On the first day of “Shavuos” it is customary in all synagogues to read the poem called Akdomus. It is read after the “Shachoris” service,
right before the reading of the Torah. In poetic language it tells the story of G-d and the greatness of G-d and His creations. It also tells of the
heroism and joy our people exhibited upholding the Torah.

4.

The Book of Ruth On the second day of “Shavuos” the Book of Ruth is read after the Shacharis” service. It is a stor of devotion. It tells how Ruth,
was a convert to the Jewish religion. It teaches us that anyone who accepts the Torah and obeys it with sincerity will be a better person for it; his/
her reward will be great. Ruth’s reward was realized when she married Boaz, but even more so in later generations. For it was her greatgrandson, David, who became the second king of Israel. Just as our ancestors, hearing G-d’s message at Mount Sinai took it upon themselves to
obey the Torah, every Jew should for all generations believe they are also standing there loyal to their G-d and his gift of Torah. Rabbi Block my
old teacher once said to me: “Sam, true happiness and a rewarding life can only be achieved by living according to G-d’s law and fulfilling His
commandments.”

5.

Yizkor - On the second day of “Shavuos” “Yizkor” is recited before the “Musaf” service. This prayer for the dead is recited on each of the three
pilgrimage festivals; “Succos”, “Pesach”, and Shavuot” and also on Yom Kippur”

Sam Pearlman
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