
July 5, 2020 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE: Finlandia (L. Larson) 
 
WELCOME 
 
CENTERING POEM – Read by Hannah Berg 
 

Can You Imagine? 
by Mary Oliver 

 
For example, what the trees do 
not only in lightning storms 
or the watery dark of a summer’s night 
or under the white nets of winter 
but now, and now, and now—whenever 
we’re not looking.  Surely you can’t imagine 
they just stand there looking the way they look 
when we’re looking; surely you can’t imagine 
they don’t dance, from the root up, wishing 
to travel a little, not cramped so much as wanting 
a better view, or more sun, or just as avidly 
more shade—surely you can’t imagine they just 
stand there loving every 
minute of it, the birds or the emptiness, the dark rings 
of the years slowly and without a sound 
thickening, and nothing different unless the wind, 
and then only in its own mood, comes 
to visit, surely you can’t imagine 
patience, and happiness, like that. 

 
  



GATHERING SONG: O Beautiful for Spacious Skies (ELW 888) 

 
GREETING/PRAYER OF THE DAY – Dan Borman 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for 
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we 
may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE: O God of Every Nation (ELW 713) 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
THE WORD: Philippians 4:1-9 – Gordon Phelps 
1Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 



3Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they 
have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with 
Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of 
life. 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if 
there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with 
you. 
 
Word of God,  
word of life. 

 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD: Simple Gifts, Lloyd and June Condra 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke 
  
SERMON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY: This Is My Song (ELW 887) 

 



AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – Hans Wampler 
We believe in God:  

who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,  

to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church:  

to celebrate God's presence, to live with respect in Creation,  
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – Jeff and Stephanie Almeida 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for 
our shared world. 

We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. Embrace us as 
we struggle to find our common ground. Lift up leaders with powerful and 
prophetic voices. Free us from stagnant faith. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water, and land 
from abuse and pollution. Free us from apathy in our care of creation and 
direct us toward sustainable living. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the nations especially the United States and Canada, 
celebrating their nationhood. Guide leaders in developing just policies 
and guide difficult conversations. Free us from patriotism that hinders 
relationship-building. Lead us to expansive love for our neighbor. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, feeling despair, sick, or 
oppressed. Take their yoke upon you and ease their burdens. Give your 
consolation and free us from all that keeps us bound. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We pray for this congregation. Bless pastors, deacons, and congregational 
leaders. Energize children’s ministry volunteers, church administrators, 



and those who maintain our building. We lift up Pastor Berg, Roger, Lucy 
Kay, Kristin, Richard, and Beth. Shine in this place that we might notice 
the ways your love transforms our lives. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We give thanks for those who have died in faith. Welcome them into your 
eternal rest and comfort us in our grief until we are joined with them in 
new life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING ANTHEM: The Right Hand of God, Richard Edmonds 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is 
as firm as the heavens. Clean water from our taps and the word we read 
from the Bible, the drink and food placed on our tables: these are signs of 
your abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might 
proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER – Linda Chapman 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus. God, the creator, Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG: Let there Be Peace on Earth 



 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE: Simple Gifts (W. Held) 
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