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State of the
Neighborhood
by Peter Feibelman

Have you noticed this year that
our neighborhood is becoming more of a
community? It is not an accident.
Residents have been stepping up to
make Spruce Park a more welcoming
place. Thanks to Bart Chimenti’s
initiative, new residents now receive an
information-packed welcome kit. Nancy
Kilpatrick started a monthly series of
“Round Robin” tapa parties, at which
groups of six or eight neighbors have
gotten to know each other better, or for the
Jirst time, over wine and wonderful hors
d’oeuvres. When the neighborhood
association asked for volunteers to
organize a September Potluck in the park,
Sarah Moody, John Pathakis, Julie Cardozo,
and Stephanie Brenan cheerfully agreed to
take on the job, and made the event a
delightful success. The same can be said for

our Halloween party, orchestrated once
again by Staley Seidler. (Take a look at
some of the wonderful costumes)!
A glance at last year’s list of Street
Representatives compared to this year’s (p.
8) reveals considerable turnover. And yet,
the new year begins with a full roster, 13
Street Reps who have expressed their
willingness to get the job done.
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I can’t leave this subject
without saying a big thank
you to Valerie St. John, who
stepped down this summer
as SPNA board president
after six years of dedicated
service. Happily, she’s not
gone. Valerie is now our
Vice President, still with
us, providing wisdom and
institutional memory.
The launch of the
social network site,
Nextdoor.com, discussed in
last year’s newsletter, has provided
subscribers not only with alerts concerning
lost animals and requests for someone to
paint a bathroom, but also with sobering
information on
threats to
property. I’m
afraid that’s also
a part of
developing a
sense of
community. I
joined Nextdoor
thinking it was
my duty as a
board member
to use every
opportunity to
gain knowledge
of what is
happening in the neighborhood. Whether
or not you participate in the Neighborhood
Association’s activities, you might also.
Another source of information on
our neighborhood is the recently
refurbished SPNA website, http://
spruceparkneighborhood.com. There you
will Jind announcements of events, Street
Rep contact information, an archive of
newsletters, and links to useful web sites.
There’s also a place to post your comments.
Improving the website is an ongoing
project, and your suggestions in that
regard are welcome.

Spruce Park Community Garden News
By Margaret Ménache
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As I write this at the end of November, after another successful season, we’ve put the garden to bed.
But wait! Have we really? With our generally mild winters, we have the luxury of growing year round.
When you walk past the garden, you’ll notice winter greens (chards, kales, lettuces, and spinach) peeking
up in a number of our rows. Also wintering over are garlic and onions and, we hope, some of the root
vegetables - carrots, turnips, parsnips, beets. Not as vibrant and eye-catching as our summer harvests, still
they are sturdy reminders that “we’ve been growing what we eat since 2009!”
With our maturing orchard, we have a steady Jlow of fruit throughout the summer. This spring we
added a fourth apple tree and this fall a third cherry. Coming right along with our maturing trees, we have
a burgeoning population of peach beetles. Because our garden has followed organic principles from its
inception, we have no easy recourse to pesticides. This year we developed a successful beetle trap.
Keeping pests at a tolerable level without pesticides is hard work; there’s no denying it. But as more and
more information comes to light concerning the devastation of pollinator populations while the predators
adapt all too quickly, it is important for all of us to pay attention to what we apply to the plants, trees, and
grasses in our yards.
Winter gardening happens at a slower pace than our spring and summer tasks. So, many gardeners
spend their spare time reading seed catalogues and sampling the fruits and vegetables they put up in the
fall. I spent much of 2015 photographing the garden at about weekly intervals and plan to spend my
garden down-time putting together a time lapse video of our growing season. It should be up on our
website in early 2016 but here’s a sampling of some of the images from February through November.
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In mid-February, the garden was still largely dormant with many rows mulched but a few hardy
kales and collards braving the winter. By mid-August, the Maximilian sunJlowers (and zinnias) in the front
row had shielded much of the garden from view. With our Jirst frosts in November, not only the Jlowers
but also many of the other plants had died for the season.
This spring we welcomed Jive new members to the garden. This fall we bade farewell to three. The
garden membership is continually evolving, with a nice balance of returning and new members. A number
of our gardeners are founding members. So, our history remains a living part of the garden.
If you’re interested in joining the garden, please contact us at: SPGardenInfo@gmail.com.
Our blog is available at: SPCommunityGarden.blogspot.com. The occasional posts address
gardening issues in general, speciJic questions about our garden, and summaries of our summer social
events with recipes.
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Houses with names, II
by Peter Feibelman
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The imposing pueblo revival home on the southwest corner of Sycamore and
Spruce goes by a name instantly recognizable to anyone who has spent some time in
Albuquerque. Although it was originally built in 1926 for D. G. Luckett (for the then

princely sum of $20,000), we know today it as the Kaseman house, after George and
Anna Kaseman, who purchased it in 1934. Born in 1868, George A. Kaseman came to
be a coal magnate. He was owner and president of the Albuquerque and Cerrillos Coal
Company (in Madrid, NM), and president of Hahn Coal and of DeSiance Coal. In 1918 he
was elected to the New Mexico State Senate, and in 1924 he founded the Albuquerque
National Bank. ANB became New Mexico’s largest bank, and Kaseman served as its
president until his untimely death in a mining accident in 1938. (His obituary on
Sindagrave.com says “Mr. Kaseman was killed by the premature explosion of a
nitroglycerin time bomb, which a drilling crew was preparing to "shoot" an oil well.”)
Anna Kaseman lived on at 1420 Las Lomas Road for another 26 years. Upon her death,
she bequeathed some $3.5M to Presbyterian hospital, which used the bequest to build
what we now know as the Anna Kaseman hospital adjacent to I-40, in the Northeast
Heights.
The house itself is remarkable for its beautiful proportions, its courtyards, its
unusual height, and the stunning row of elms on Las Lomas, to its North. Three years
ago, the Spruce Park Neighborhood Newsletter reported on the 1966 house
immediately to the West, built for artist, Van Deren Coke. Of interest (as reported by
former neighbor Perry Wilkes in the NM Independent in 1978) is that it stands on the
site of Anna Kaseman’s rose garden.
Given its size, 1420 Las Lomas is also remarkable in having been built with just
two large bedrooms plus a maid’s quarters. Raising their three kids there, it is no
surprise that the long-term current owners, Drs. Robert Milne and Ann DeHart, divided
the interior in a more practical way.
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Redevelopment north of Presbyterian
By Josh Rogers
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The properties north of Central Avenue (across from Presbyterian Hospital) are currently in the
planning stages for a dramatic revitalization of 5 blocks. The redevelopment will include multi-family
residential, retail, a hotel, and possibly office and/or meeting rooms. The goal is to create a vibrant,
pedestrian oriented, mixed use project that complements the surrounding neighborhoods and brings much
needed amenities to the area.
The owner of the properties is Urban Partners, LLC. Urban Partners, LLC is a joint venture
between Titan Development and Maestas Development Group. Titan Development is New
Mexico’s largest and most active development company with experience in developing retail,
restaurants, multi-family, office, and senior housing. Maestas Development Group is the largest
developer of retail and restaurants in Albuquerque.

Some of the key features of the project include: enhanced sidewalks for increased walkability,
beautiful landscaping, and significant streetscape improvements along all streets. The developer has
been coordinating with and will ensure that the project is compatible with the City’s Albuquerque
Rapid Transit project for Central Avenue in terms of the lane configuration, station location,
sidewalk widening, etc. They are also coordinating with Presbyterian Hospital and their plans to
relocate the hospital’s main entrance from Cedar Street to Spruce Street. The project is placing a
major emphasis on creating a live/work/play environment to encourage the use of transit, walking,
and biking in order to minimize the impact of traffic on the surrounding neighborhoods.
The development team is very appreciative of the early meetings with the Spruce Park
neighborhood association and will continue to provide updates as the project takes shape. We
anticipate breaking ground in 2016 on several of the blocks. If you have any questions please
contact Josh Rogers of Titan Development. jrogers@titan-development.com or 505-998-0163.
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TIME FOR A RIDDLE
by Nancy Kilpatrick
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What is not red, moves around the neighborhood at random and breeds camaraderie?
It’s a ROUND ROBIN!
In four events since July neighbors have gathered in each other’s backyards and homes
for a casual get together over drinks and appetizers. Small groups of no more than
eight have gotten together with only two goals for the evening – know each other’s
names and where each
person lives. If fun, lively
conversation and some
neighborhood history gets
shared– why, so much the
better!
In July we had three host
houses and 21 participants,
August saw 4 hosts with 30
participants, October, 4 hosts
and 23 participants and
December 3 hosts with 26
guests. We are up to 62 adults
and 12 children on the email
list. Membership in SPNA is
not a requirement (but sure
would be nice!), so if you are
interested in joining the
group please send your name,
number in your household,
address and email address to
Nancy Kilpatrick,
nmnancy7@gmail.com.
About two weeks before the event she will send out an invite, asking for those willing
to host and those who are interested in simply attending. (Hosting is not a requirement
– but it’s always nice to spread the job around.) Hosts provide drinks and guests bring a
small food item to share – sometimes we go savory and sometimes sweet. RSVP by the
deadline and Nancy then will sort everybody out and email you the name and address
where you are to show up.
Building community is important to our neighborhood – for both social and safety
reasons. Please join in when you can and get to know your neighbors in a more
intimate setting.
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The Spruce Park Neighborhood website, Spruceparkneighborhood.com, has
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recently been refurbished, and we mean to keep it current. It is a good place to find out about neighborhood
events, helpful if you’ve misplaced that flyer that was in your mailbox. It provides contact information for
SPNA street representatives. You can view this newsletter in full color on the website, and can share ideas
on anything pertaining to our delightful neighborhood. Needless to say, we are always in the market for
newsletter articles. You can volunteer for a committee if you’re feeling ambitious. Check it out!

THE SUN CAN PAY YOUR ELECTRIC BILL
by James Mackenzie, 350.org
The price of solar (photo voltaic) roof top panels has fallen dramatically in recent years and
continues to decline. Installation costs are also lower. It is now quite cost effective to generate
much of our own electric power. The saving from having no electric utility bills pays for the
costs of the installation.
A website, EnergySage.com, is a resource to Jind the details that apply to each
individual house and circumstances. On that site, the address of the house is entered along
with the amount of the average electric utility bill. A calculation is then done to determine the
up-front costs, if any,
and the savings over
time.
One calculation
shows the savings if
the owner pays upon
installation for the
solar panels and
connections. The
other calculation is for
when the owner
borrows the money
for the installation
and connections. In
that case, the money
saved by having
practically no electric
utility bill is used to
pay off the loan. There are solar leasing options as well.
You can connect with local solar energy companies for estimates on EnergySage.com,
but that is not required. Another resource is the New Mexico Solar Energy Association.
www.nmsolar.org.
Installing rooftop solar will save lots of money over the long term while reducing your
carbon footprint.
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Halloween Fun!
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SPNA Board Roster

Join SPNA or renew your membership by completing this form, clipping and
returning it with a check to SPNA treasurer, Al Paxton, 1603 Roma.
! Member Name:____________________ Member Name:______________________
! Address:_________________________ City/State/Zip: _______________________
! Telephone Numbers:____________________________________________________
! Email addresses:_______________________________________________________
Members in household:______ x $12.00 = $ __________
Also, here’s a donation to support SPNA activities $ __________
Total for 2016 Membership and Donation $ __________
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