“Moving Triumphantly Through Trials”

James 1:4-11
Review:

1. We need to a joyous attitude. (James 1:2)
2. We need and understanding mind. (James 1:3)

I. Triumph requires us to have a submissive will.

James 1:4 — "4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”

A. We are urged to accept the trial. —Don’t fight it.

1. Shaking our fist at God may bring us under chastisement —
Hebrews 12:5-7

2. Resisting God’s perfecting work may only deepen the pain of
the trial.

3. Christ is the greatest example of submitting trial for us
follow. - Hebrews 12:2-3

Il. Triumph requires us to have a believing heart.

A. A believing heart during trials is facilitated through prayer.

James 1:5-8 — "° But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of
God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it
will be given to him.”

1. Human reasoning can provide only few answers during
times of trial. (Like Job)

B. We should go to God to get wisdom (insight) -v5b. /et him ask
of God We should go to God to get wisdom (insight) -v5b

1. Our first response to trials is to ask God directly for wisdom

C. The Promise of wisdom who seek the Lord. - who gives to all
generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

1. Trials teach us that sufficient resources lie nowhere else but
with God. - Proverbs 3:5-7

D. The condition for wisdom is faith -v8.

James 1:6-8 — "¢ But he must ask in faith without any doubting,
for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and
tossed by the wind. 7 For that man ought not to expect that he
will receive anything from the Lord, & being a double-minded
man, unstable in all his ways.”

lll. Triumph requires us to have a humble spirit.

A. If you’re poor, exult in the high position of your spiritual
reality.

James 1:9 — "But the brother of humble circumstances is to
glory in his high position;”

1. The impoverished believer can accept his trials, knowing that
God is spiritually enriching them for eternal glory.

a. 2 Corinthians 4:17 — "For momentary, light affliction is

producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all
comparison,”

2. True riches are ours, and earthly poverty is a short-lived trial.

B. If you're rich, exult in the humbling understanding that
possessions cannot stop trials.

James 1:10-11 "and the rich man is to glory in his humiliation,
because like flowering grass he will pass away. ! For the sun
rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flower
falls off and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too
the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away.”

1. The rich are humbled in the trials that reveal the passing
nature of material abundance.

C. Trials humble, rich and poor, to the same level of dependency
on God.

\THINK, PRAY and OBEY:
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