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Prebably spring fever has something to do with the editorial tone
of this particular issue, bubt your editor is looking forward to the
forthcoming season, and at the same time 1s looking backward to several
years of varied association with ths field of archa:ology.

It is doubtful that any yocung verson who has read of the exploits
of adventurers in far parts of the globe has ever really gotten his feet
on the ground again. A warm spring day is all that is necded to start
tihe wheels of imagination grinding out even more exciting adventures
than any that have been read in books. It is a pitiful imagination
indeed that cannot in the heyday of its youthful vigour conguer several
new lands, find countless buried treasures, and dispatch to limbo a
guantity of blackhearted villains in the course of a spring -afternoon.

Teachers, parents and employers all tell us that we must curb
such flights of imagination if we are to grow to adulthood and come %o
any sort of good end. Perhaps they are right., Perhaps it would be
better to say that imagination should be brought to bear on more pro-
ductive things, although, as I think on it, it seems to me that Sam
Clemens and, Robert Stephenson seem to have done well with the more
fanciful variety. I think that what really happens in most cases is
that the day-dreamer one day finds himself confronted with an adventure
of a glightly different sort, and before he can do anything aboubt it,
has his imagination irretrievably captured by an adventure of the
intellect.

Once captured by a really worthwhile problem, the mind and
imagination are never again wholly the property of the person in vwhose
brain they reside. Part of the mind now belongs to the problem, and
unless the problem is one of those trivial things that can be completely
solved in a lifetime, the person is doomed to go through life with a
partially preoccupled mind. He may bump into doors as he wallkzs about
with o book before his face, and some observers may call him absent-
minded. This is unfair. His nind isn't absent - ~ it is simply concerned
with more important things than personal safety or mundane pedestrian
navigation.

All sorts of questicns may capiure the mind of a person who lets
his mind stray wnguarded into new fields, Even the simplest sort of
curicsity can lead to a fatal ambush.. Have you ever wondered why the
sky 1s blue? Be careful! You are in danger of becoming fascinated
with physical science if you pursue the question, Have you ever won-
dered about that arrow-head you picked up? Froceed with caution if you
would keep your peace of mind, Should your curiosity ever lead you
into a serious question, you will be lost. You will be fated to follow
a will-é“~th'-wisp through ever more complex turns of guestioning, You
will find yourself studying paleontology, geology, comparative anatony,
strange languages, art, mineralogy, anthropology, radiology and a whole
battery of strange—zounding Aisciplines. You will, in short, be in
serious danger of becoming an amateur archacologist.

If you do some serious studying then, you may find yourself
developing a degree of snobbery. A certain amount of snobbery is entirely
beneficial if it doesn’t lead to cerebral edema. Swelling of the head
usually has the effect of preventing the ingress of further knowledge,
and this leads to mental stagnation and comrlete 1loss of imagination,
coupled with sever impairment of the ability tc laugh at oneis self.
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A certain degrec of sunobvery is essontial in mest things. A
certain pride in achievement is probably justifiuble in most cases. The
seriovs student in the ficld fecls a pitying contompt for the collector
who buys artifasts for a collection to be looked at with uncomprehending
eyesdsss and unless he feels a seariang hatred for the pseudo-amatour
arch:cologist who has read a picture book on artifact types and expounds
nonsunsical theories to the less-well informed, the stndent has certainly
lost some of the imagination which led him to slash pirates to ribbons
on a spring afternoon. But when the student begins to feel very dis-
couraged about his own knowledge of the subject, he is then on the verge
of mgking some real progresg. Waien his vista has cxpanded to the point
vherc he ‘ean perceive his own ignorance, he may te able to move forward.

How docs the cducational program of an amatour archasologist
progress? If he is truly an apateur, he will lay out a study program
for himself, He will ask a profossional for sugsestions as to how and
vhat he should study if this is possibles Ho will ask questions, and he
will beg for a chance to spend some time on digs with a professional in
order to learn some ropes. Most of all, he will not only learn field
tcchniques, but he will develop some broad pictures of the many disciplines
conneeted with the field, a_,nc']_ try to loarn what the end product of archac~
ological rescarch must be. . The student may be surprised to learn that
the rocovery of cultural materisls, and their dating, is not the cnd of
archacological rescarchs . Mot until a reconmstruction of the ways of life
of the ancient peoples can be made and fitted into broad geographical,
tomporal, and ethnological pattcorns. is the job nearing complc tion,

; In the beginning of his intellcctual growth, thc student may find
himself in a position to ask a professional archmbolOSISt gome questions.
If he is so lucky, he should utilize his opportunity woll. Too often the
student prosumes too much. Rother than appear eompletely ignorant of the
subject, which he is, the student may ask the progessional a spescific
question, such as, "Can you tcll me of a good book on ldentifying
artifacts?" Now thie question may be slightly better than nonc at all,
but it is cortainly the wrong one if he intends to learn somcthing about
archacology. The studunt is assuming that artifacts have sometihing to
do with ocrchasology, His first question should be "Would you pleasc tell
me How 1 could 1eﬂrn sonething of archacology?" Chances are that the
profnss10nal will not point him to a bodk on- ‘artifacts, or bones, .or
pottery, or pictographs, but rather to an &lenentary textbook on general

authropoloy.y. This may bo followed by some zeneral books on archacology
in order to give the student an overall®vicw of the subjocts. Once tho
broad outlines of.the subject arc knewn, the details of moethods and
pﬂrtlcular subject motter can be worked outbs

Thy should anyonc want to subject himsclf to all thut rcading and

study? lOuldn‘t it.be much simpler just to colleet the artifacts and
leave the study to somcone else? Who wants to subjoct himsclf to scveral
yoars of rathor intcensive study, “and then breal his back worizing with a
bPrush and trowel when ho could just shovel dirt through a scrcen and
plck up the artifacts? Why bother making careful meosuremcats and notos?

Part of tho. answer lics in the fact that no one inhabits this world
alono.' Zacn of us has an obligdtion“to his neighbors, Each of us must

recognize the rights of others .if we arv to have any hopc of living like

rational boings rather than anlmals. An archacological site does not, in
the largest sease, belong to the finder, nor ‘40 the owner of the land on
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vhich it is locatods It belongs to all of the people of the world who
may new, or any time in the future, benefit from the information which
it contains, No onc has the right, in any but the narrowest scnse, to
renove part of the content of a site and destroy the rest, The pot
hunter wvho collucts artifacts and destroys informotion is guilty of
robbingz his neighbors and the forthcoming gencrotions of his own
offsprings iy study? To the curious individual, it is a privileges
To the person who would be an archacologist, it is a nccessity. To
anyone wie would work in an archacologicaol site, it is an obligation.

Yo one who has the necossary qualitics of curiosity and ambition
to become an archacologist, nceds an ansver to the question "why study??
Ilo will be an archacologist in spite of ovirything, Anyonec who hasn't
the intensc drive to study thoe fiecld soriously should be discouraged
from cntering it, coven in the anateur scnse of an avocations Thosc
people o enter the field must love archacology above all clse. Ther
nust be, literally, anotocurse

A SHORT VIST WITH DR, TROWELL

I receently dropped in to aslt Dr. Brusi N. Trowcll, thc noted
antaropologist, a quostion about nottory nonenclsturc and I was attracted
by a nev decoration on the wall of his studys It appearcd to be a plcture
about threc feet square depicting a prehistoric coremonial design. It
was done in three colors, and vas quitc attractive. As I got sufficicntly
closc to the frameworlkz, I could s¢ that thc plcetwre was a sand painting
actunlly dono in sand grains, I askod the profussor if he had done the
worlk himsclf, and w.s immedintcly discomfitted by his chilly looks.
"That painting was made by an Indian artist about 1500 years ago,"
he statods
I asked how he had been able te recover such a dolicate artifact
in o perfoct state of presorvations
"By carcful worl, naturally. I don't do my vork with a shovel,
you kaoow," he stated loftily. "I was very carcfully oxcavating a sguare
in a cave glte recoently, koeplaz my working surface parallel with tho
natural strata, vheun I notced a slight choange in the anparcnt color of
-the sandy eorth in which I was vorking., The color shift was duc to an
underlying layer of colored sand vhich I had not yot quitc reacheds I
proccoded vith cxtrome coution, finully oporating with nagnifyins gloss
and tweczors, until I had expescd tic cntire surface of the painting
which you scee Thon I gprayed the whole thing with o fixative, and, while

n2 fizative vas still plastic, I sprinkled dry ploster over the surfaco.
Vhon the whole thing hed hardened, I backed it vith burlap strips soakoed
in plastor, and _thon lifted off o roplica of the painting, vhich of coursc
was roverseds L simply transforrcd it to anoth:r becking by cssontially
the same proceoss, and I then had a copy of the original, or rather I had
tho original itsclf, as made by the artist, with ovory grain of sand in
placce!

I knew that the profossor did very little collecting himsolf, and
I asked if he planncd to transfor the sand paintin: to a nusoum. He
repliod that hoe had already given thoe npainting to scevoral musoums. The
statoment puzrled mee "Dida't any of then want 1t?" I askeds



V0f course they dide They thought it was a fine picce," he
replied testily. Ho smiled at my perplexed frown., "Use your head, boy.
This painting is only a couple of sand grains thick. The original ‘was
ncarly an cighth of an inch thick on the averages. I was able to make
ten copics by the procees I mentionod ~- cvery onc of them an original."

Tho old professor then tock the occasion to deliver ono of his
lcoturcs on cnreful tochniquos in the field, and I'11 have to adnit,
he geve me sonothing to thin: abouts Yot many pcoplc would have dis-
covercd the nainting. Since that night I've had a courle of nightnares
sbout beautiful sand paintings that I may have overlooked ty oxcavoting
loss carefully then I should. Suppose onc of thosc cxploratory
trenchos had - - -7 Brrrd '

SOCIAL CUSTOMS ON THE PLAINS

The type of lifc followed by a group of people offen dictates tho
tzpe of social and fomily structure that exists within the group. Axn
outstanding exanple of this is the lifc of tho nomadic huntors that oxisted
in the plains arca of the United Stutes at the time of arrival of tho
Europecans.

As Turopean porulations increascd in the castern woodlands of the
United States, many of the Azmorindian peoples were forced westward onto
the Groat Plains, and were forced to change to a nomadic, hunting type of
1ife., It is intoresting to note thet all tho groups of plains hunters,
from varions origins, had siuilar sociul structures in many rospects,
and that this social structurc was usually quite difforent from the wood~
lend or pucblo types of soclal structurcs

T 1ife of the nomadic hunter was very literally built arocund a
bison cconoiys The bison furnishéd house, food, clothing, bedding,
tools, containcrs, rope, thread, coremonial objscts aml toyss Other
gams ehinals furnishod some materials, but bison formed the central
portions of the cconomys '

The principal duty of the men of the group was that of hunting
the bison, and incicentally, fighting off othur men that cncroached on
favorite huntinz ground, or perhaps trying to cncroach on somcono glsols

avoritc hunting grounds. The man's lifc was hazardous and domandings
Woaklins didn't last long, and tho plains tribes becamc tall and strongs

The prinary dutics of the woien wore thosc of preparing the ganc
brousht home by the nen-folk, drying and storing food against loanocr
times, preporing the hides and moleing leodges, clothing and other ituns
from thems It was also the duty of ths women to augment the dict vith
roots, berrics and nuts in s.ason, : '

Brosdly snusking, the worl: of the mon was hazardous and stronuous,
vaile thet of the women was vastly timo-consumings Thusce two foctors
124 to the common practice of polygyny. Becausc moen-folk viors of ton
killed, thore was oftcn an excess of worens Becausc the total procossing
of tac bison killed by a single hunter was cnough to koop scvoral vonen
busy, the situstion lent itself naturelly to nmaltiplo~vifo fomllos.

Usunlly, a vouz uan who had cstablished himself would obtain a
single vifoe after prosonting proscnts to hor father. As her fomily and
a'r dutics incroasecd, the man might marry hor younger sistor or sonc
other woran who wae conpatible to both husband and wifes The added lelp
groatly smoothcd the vorle of the houscholds 1% was ofton considerecd
nandatory for n nan to narry and care for his brothers! widows in the
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cvent of mishap, _

The lodge, and the holschold goods usually belonged to the women.
They wers the rulers at home, althosh their ontire function was dirceted
toward furnishing a good home for a good huntor. If the man was.'t a
good providcr, the wives cowld divorce hinm.

Sevoral fanilios living together formed a bande The band was
usually lod by thc mest able and respected man in the groups The mombers
of the band might or night not be part of tho same eclan, that is,
descondod from a common ancestry. The line of descent of a clan might
be clther motornal or pntornals Olan members wore not pernitted to
marry among thomsolvos as a ralc,

Scveral bands of peopnlo who spoke the samc language and had
sinilar custons constituted a tribe. hon food was sufficiently abundant,
the tribe might congregate for a time during some part of the summer, and
cxchange storics of the past ycare The gathering of the tribe was an
occasion for cclebration genorally. Religious coremonics, dances,
horse-racing, story-tclling, gambling, ond gencral morry-naking occupicd
the days and nights,.

Very important anongz the social structurcs of thesoc pcooples were
the scerct sccictics omong the mone Each of thoso groups had some specific
function, such as thoe policing of the campgrounds during the sumncr hunts,
or the handling of cortnin cercmonics during religious cclebrationse It
was a matter of great prestige to bolong to thosc socicties, and young
men ofton worked hard to qualify for monboership.

The shemons wero a powerfuls growp, and wiclded much weight in tho
councils, Wailc thoy knew soncthing ebout herd medicine, most of their
curcs deponded on psyciiologzical offect, Ticy wore somotiucs startlingly
cffcetive in the curce of psychosonatic ailmentss From most carly
accounts, their tochniques of ascpsis and antiscpsis shewod a completoe
lack of concept of infecction and contegion, oxcopt by spirits. In this
regard, rowever, they were not more thon o hundred years bohind the
Europcans.

Tho customs of the plains hunter were very woell adapted to, and
partly derived fron, hig winy of 1ife. Europeans vho criticized his
"imoral” polygyny or othor custonms were simply showing a couplete lack
of understonding of the way in which cultural pattorns dovelops

PROPOSED COMSTITITIOWAL ANMENIIIZNT

The rccent tragic incident at Wayland, Hassachusctts, has clearly
indicatod how casily the actions of a fow individuals can bring chagsrin
and cnbarassncnt to an anateour archacologsical soclotys The anatour
socicty is particularly susccptible bozaus: it coxists only on its nerits
in the first place: it intrudes into a ficld vhere it can casily do irrc
parable demege vith cven the most weoll-intontioned blunderinge Only
throuch ocxzcoptional carce and control of the actions of its members can
such n socicty continuc to function. Only to the extent that 1t serves
profossionnl standards and ideals should 1t be allowed to functions In
ordor to assurc such standards anong our mombers, it is proposed that an
addition to tho constitution be mado which provides for the oxpulsion of

1
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members whose activitics arc unbecoming to amatour archacologists.

It is proposcd that cach chaptur at its regular mecting discuss
such a law, and scnd its proposals to thc Stntc Scerectary. The suggcstions
will be conpiled and returaned to the individual chapters for final
votlngs

As a sugsested point of departurc, the cditor puts forth the
following as his ovn idcas, lodifications may well be in order, and cach

chaptcr is urged to nmoke its own suggostionse
W sk o

The stoatce oxccubtive committeo may, for rcasons of conduct
inappropriate to an archacologist, revoke the memborship of any momber of
thc Wyoning Archacological Socictys Such rcasons may included

As The conduct of any cxcavatlon by methods inappropriato to
a professional archacvologists
B, Failurc to koop complete records of all work donc and

information rccovercd through cxcavations

C. Failurc to nakc public the rocords of a sitc upon
complotion of the investigation and within a reagonable
length of timos

Do HMisroprescntation of nmembership in, or official rclation-
ship to, the Wyoming Archacological Socictye

E. The salc of artifacts from, or information about, any
archocological site for personal golne

¥ Aiding and ebetting, by word or action, any porsons who
loot, damnge or dostroy archacologlcal sites for any
reason whatsoovors

G Any conduct vhich is contrary to the stated intents and
purposcs of this socictys '

WOEK PROGRZSSES AT THE LEE SITE

The Caspor chapter, worlting at the Les Site, has nnde sufficiont
progress to indicatc that the site will be a vory good one from the
standpoint of informations. A fow artifocts have been recovered, sonc
hoorths and fireplaces have boen located, and quantitics of bones have
boon uncovercds The stratn are well-dofinod, and it scems thot a good
dezl of important relationshin betwoon the Lote Poriod and Late Middle
Poriod Lithic industrics should cventw:lly produceds “ork during the
first tuo weoks of cxcavation has centered upon thoe developuont of a
five~foot—=.ide oxploratory trecnch about 60 fout long, cxtending from the
back vall of the rocksholtor to the wall of the gulloye The trench is
now oxtended to a dopth of about 30 inches over most of its lengthe Thils
represents about 50 tons of dirte The total depth of deposit is about
fifteen foot, so therc will be work to do for somc timc.

(NOTE: The Shoridan members will moot at the Big Boy Drive-in at
6130 AM, June 5th, for a field trip to the Lec Site near Midwest.)
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lloar tho back of the rocksncltor were found parts of two skelcetons
of ycarling bovinc or bisons Theso bones werc partly articulatod, vhich
nay well indicate that the animals dicd on the spot. The bones were
partly burncd, but this appears to be due to tihc accidental intrusion
of a firopit into the laycr which contained thems In a dark charcoal
and ash layer Jjust above the bones, there occurs a layer with fragments
of glass, indicating an historical datce An attenpt is being madec hy
Don Groy to moke an identification on thesc bones so that it can be
deecided vwhether the layor they contain is historieal or carlier,

Artifacts produccd from the site to date include a bone awl,
scveral projectilc points, including a triangular, un-notchod varitcy,
and some¢ #crapcrs, blades, and stonc avls. Among the stonc awls is a
peculicr type of red quartzite with a "tulsted" blade. A bone tool of
urknown usc has been found whieh roscembleos the base of a projectile point
but vhich has very snoll notchess It may be & sinow scrapers Another
bone tool may be a chipping tool.

The sitec will beor watching in tho wecks to come, and readoers
will boe kept posted on progross.

GLOSSARY OF TIZRIS

From tine %o tine o fow speeialiged torus will be defined in
a slosserys Thesc terns vwill wsually be tnkoen from articles in the
Archacolo ist.

Amcrindiant Since the nanc lndian is a nmisnonmer as applicd to the natives
of the vestern henisphere, the term Amerindian has been
proposcd as a subgtitute for the Ancricon indians

Anthropolo,y: The study of mone Includes physical anthropology, and
cultural anthropolo,y of vhich archacolo.y is o part.

Band: A proup of familics joined togothor, hoanded by o choscn
leadcr, formin: a subgroup of & tribe.

Clani A group or people of comion ancestrya

Shamans Comaonly called a nedicine-mon. A fijure belicved to have

mystorious powers for curin; discosc, predicting the future,
and conbrollin. covente throush intorcession vith spirits,

Tribot A groun of people sharing a common langjuase and soclal
structure, bubt vhich nay not coxist as a singlce eontity at
a1l times, Tsually conmposcd of nany bonds.

OVER THE CANPFIRE

Bob Brovn hes donated ten dollars to the William HMulloy Memorial
Scholarghip Fund, vhich this year has boen avarded to Gene Snith of Cody.
Ia casc you're curious, o man doesn't have to be deccased to have a
meriorial fund cstoablished in his nonmc,

F{BERS OUT



