"Christ Must Be All" by Octavius Winslow

We cannot keep our eye too exclusively or too intently fixed on Jesus. All salvation
is in Him. All salvation proceeds from Him. All salvation leads to Him. And for the
assurance and comfort of our salvation, we are to repose believingly and entirely on
Him. Christ must be all! Christ the beginning — Christ the center — and Christ the
end.

Oh sweet truth — to you who are sensible of your poverty, vileness, and
insufficiency, and of the ten thousand flaws and failures of which, perhaps, no one
is cognizant but God and your own soul! Oh, to turn and rest in Christ — a full
Christ — a loving Christ — a tender Christ, whose heart's love never chills, from
whose eye darts no reproof, from whose lips breathes no sentence of condemnation!
Christ must be all!

God's Purpose In Our Trials

"Persecuted, but not forsaken, cast down, but not destroyed,; Always bearing about
in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made
manifest in our body.(II Cor.2:9,10)

You may be cast down by many doubts and fears, and lose the sense of the Lord's
love to your soul, but you cannot lose the reality, nor is your faith destroyed by the
hottest flame. It is like gold; the fire melts away and separates the dross and tin, but
never touches the gold. In your hottest trials your faith will not have lost a particle.
Neither will your hope be destroyed, however you may be cast down about your
state or standing; for not a particle of hope, or of any one Christian grace can ever
be lost. They may seem to suffer diminishing as the apostle speaks, "If a man's work
shall be burned, he shall suffer loss" (1 Cor. 3:15); but it is no real loss--it is merely
the dross taken away, that he may come forth a vessel for the refiner.

The work of the Holy Spirit is as indestructible as the work of Christ; and thus
every grace which he implants in the soul remains there untouched, unharmed in all
its divine integrity. Love, patience, submission, and humility all remain unhurt in the
flame, though the dross which is mixed with them is taken from them, that they may
shine all the brighter. Thus though you may be plunged into the hottest fires, you
will not be destroyed, any more than the three Hebrew children were destroyed in
Nebuchadnezzar's furnace, or Jonah in the beily of the whale.

J.C.Philpot - "Ears From Harvested Sheaves'

CONTACT INFORMATION
Richard Warmack, Pastor - (318) 513-9809
EMAIL: pastor@gracebaptistofruston.org

WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.gracebaptistofruston.org
Also visit: www.sermonaudio.com/graceofruston



Grace Baptist Church
2808 N. Trenton Ruston, La.71270
2/5/17
Call To Worship

Not what my hands have done can save my guilty soul;

Not what my toiling flesh has borne can make my spirit whole.

Not what I feel or do can give me peace with God;
Not all my prayers and sighs and tears can bear my awful load.

Your voice alone, O Lord, can speak to me of grace;
Your power alone, O Son of God, can all my sin erase.
No other work but Yours, no other blood will do;
No strength but that which is divine can bear me safely through.

Thy work alone, O Christ, can ease this weight of sin;
Thy blood alone, O Lamb of God, can give me peace within.
Thy love to me, O God, not mine, O Lord, to Thee,
Can rid me of this dark unrest, And set my spirit free.

I bless the Christ of God; I rest on love divine;
And with unfaltering lip and heart I call this Savior mine.
His cross dispels each doubt; I bury in His tomb

Each thought of unbelief and fear, each lingering shade of gloom.

I praise the God of grace; I trust His truth and might;
He calls me His, I call Him mine, My God, my joy and light.
'Tis He Who saveth me, and freely pardon gives;
I love because He loveth me, I live because He lives.

Words by Horatius Bonar
(Tune: "This Is My Father's World", pg.39)

Remember In Prayer This Week:
Robert Sanders; Tyler Wheeler; Judy Ward; Cathy Cobb;

Cindy Brantly; Emily Dubose; Devonne Lewis; Dusty Adams;
Emily Gay; Lydia Headrick; Phylis Payne

Happy Birthday This Week:
Joe Barron - Feb.6

Excerpt From William Mason's Spiritual Thoughts

"God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined into our
hearts, to give us the knowledge of the glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ".
2 Cor. 4:6.

This is a glorious confession of faith, worthy to be wrote in letters of gold, and set
with the most precious jewels, and ever to be worn as the believer's ornament and
glory. For here is the rich display of sovereign grace, and the glory of almighty
power, in producing light in the hearts of sinners, who are by nature not only in the
dark, but even darkness itself. The knowledge of Jesus is commanded by the same
omnipotent agent, who called forth light in the beginning, upon this dark terraqueous
globe. Light gladdens the whole creation of nature; and this spiritual light causeth
joy in the soul; for it gives the knowledge of God's glory. In what respect? that God
is glorious in majesty? O this strikes us with horror. Glorious in power? That fills us
with terror. Glorious in holiness? This causes despair. So every attribute and
perfection of Jehovah would sink sinners into dread, astonishment, and death. But
here is our relief, 'It is the knowledge of the glory of God, in the person of the
anointed Saviour.' In HIM, God's glorious favor, eternal love, everlasting counsel of
peace, covenant of grace, promises of mercy, scheme of salvation, shine with the
most resplendent lustre. Hence pardon, love, peace, joy, holiness, hope, security,
heaven in possession, glory in reversion; all, all center in the person of Jesus. Thus
we behold the glory of God. God in HIM. This is the only comfortable knowledge,
the only reviving experience of the Christian heart. And here we see how
inseparably connected God's glory and his people's comforts are. Each leads to the
other, and both tend to lay sinners low in humility, and sink them to nothing before a
sovereign, gracious Lord. Could a dark chaos contribute any thing to the production
of light? Canst thou, O worm of the earth, exert any power to cause that glorious
luminary, the sun, to send forth its reviving beams of light? No, the first is by the
command of the sovereign agent; the latter acts by the laws of its wise Creator. So
as to spiritual light, saving knowledge, it is given to those who sought it not; it is
made manifest to them who asked not after it. What then becomes of terms and
conditions of salvation? O thou once spiritually blind and dead soul, if God hath
commanded the light and knowledge of Jesus in thine heart, all boasting is excluded,
all glorying in self is at an end. Surely thou wilt say - Thine is the power; to thee, to
thee alone, Jehovah, be all the glory!



