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Seventh Sunday After Epiphany
February 24, 2019

Prayer of the Day

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love,
where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we
may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

First Reading
Genesis 43:3-11, 15

But Judah said to him, “The man solemnly warned us, saying, “You shall not see my
face unless your brother is with you.” “If you will send our brother with us, we will go
down and buy you food; “but if you will not send him, we will not go down, for the man
said to us, “You shall not see my face, unless your brother is with you.” ’ ®Israel said,
‘Why did you treat me so badly as to tell the man that you had another brother?’ "They
replied, ‘The man questioned us carefully about ourselves and our kindred, saying, “Is
your father still alive? Have you another brother?” What we told him was in answer to
these questions. Could we in any way know that he would say, “Bring your brother
down”?’ 8Then Judah said to his father Israel, ‘Send the boy with me, and let us be on
our way, so that we may live and not die—you and we and also our little ones. °I myself
will be surety for him; you can hold me accountable for him. If I do not bring him back to
you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame for ever. ‘°If we had not
delayed, we would now have returned twice.’

11 Then their father Israel said to them, ‘If it must be so, then do this: take some of the
choice fruits of the land in your bags, and carry them down as a present to the man—a
little balm and a little honey, gum, resin, pistachio nuts, and almonds. *°So the men took
the present, and they took double the money with them, as well as Benjamin. Then they
went on their way down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph.

Second Reading
1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

But someone will ask, ‘How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?’ *°Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. *’And as for what you
sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of
some other grain. **But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed
its own body.

4230 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is
imperishable. “*It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is



raised in power. ““It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
physical body, there is also a spiritual body. “°Thus it is written, ‘The first man, Adam,
became a living being’; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. “°But it is not the
spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. “’The first man was from the
earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.**As was the man of dust, so are
those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of
heaven. “°Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the
image of the man of heaven.

50 What | am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Gospel
Luke 6:27-38

‘But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, “*bless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.?’If anyone strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold
even your shirt. *°Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your
goods, do not ask for them again. *'Do to others as you would have them do to you.

32 ‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. *If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that
to you? For even sinners do the same. *If you lend to those from whom you hope to
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much
again. **But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. **Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

37 ‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; *give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the
measure you give will be the measure you get back.’



