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Contact Tracing vs. Exposure Notification
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Wariness Around Contact Tracing

https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2020/10/30/the-challenges-of-contact-traci
ng-as-u-s-battles-covid-19/pi_2020-10-30_contact-tracing-00-01/





What Exposure Notification DOES NOT DO

You control whether you receive 
Exposure Notifications
This technology only works if you 
decide to opt-in. If you change your 
mind, you can turn it off at any 
time.

The Exposure Notifications System 
doesn’t track your location
The Exposure Notifications System 
does not collect or use the location 
from your device. It uses Bluetooth, 
which can be used to detect if two 
devices are near each other — 
without revealing where the devices 
are.

Neither Google, Apple, nor other 
users can see your identity
All of the Exposure Notification 
matching happens on your device. 
The system does not share your 
identity with other users, Apple, or 
Google. Public health authorities 
may ask you for additional 
information, such as a phone 
number, to contact you with 
additional guidance.

Only public health 
authorities can use this 
system
Only public health 
authorities will be able to use 
this system. They must meet 
specific criteria around 
privacy, security, and data 
use.



How Does Exposure Notification Work?

Once you opt-in to the 
notification system, the 
Exposure Notifications 
System will generate a 
random ID for your device. 
To help ensure these random 
IDs can’t be used to identify 
you or your location, they 
change every 10-20 minutes.

Your phone and the phones 
around you will work in the 
background to exchange these 
privacy-preserving random IDs 
via Bluetooth. You do not need 
to have the app open for this 
process to take place.

Your phone and the phones 
around you will work in the 
background to exchange 
these privacy-preserving 
random IDs via Bluetooth. 
You do not need to have the 
app open for this process to 
take place.

If there’s a match, you will 
receive a COVID-19 
exposure notification, with 
further instructions from 
your public health 
authority on how to keep 
you and the people around 
you safe.







Days Between Escrow Creation & Release 
Date

Over 240,000 Downloads
Over 1200 validated tests



Days Between Test Date & ADPH Record 
Creation Date



Days Between ADPH Record Creation Date & 
Release Date



Metrics since February 16, 2021



How Many People Need to Download?

•Do not need the majority to download to be effective

•Current download rate is about 17% of Alabamians with smart 
phones

• It is all about breaking the transmission chain and shifting the 
notification curve to the left

•Need to use every tool available

Oxford University
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Exposure Notification Nationwide
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