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Third Sunday in Lent 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Four 

Sunday, March 23, 2025 CLC 8am & 10am 
 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the keeper of the covenant, 

the source of steadfast love, 

our rock and our redeemer. 

Amen. 

 

God hears us when we cry and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us 

return to the one who is full of compassion. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Fountain of living water, 

pour out your mercy over us. 

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

Rebuild what we have ruined 

and mend what we have torn. 

Wash us in your cleansing flood. 

Make us alive in the Spirit 

to follow in the way of Jesus, 

as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 

Amen. 
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Beloved, God’s word never fails. 

The promise rests on grace: 

by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 

the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 

Journey in the way of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG The Glory of These Forty Days (ELW 320) 

The time of gathering song may be brief or extended, and may include 

one or more of the following: hymns, psalms; a Kyrie; a canticle of 

praise. 

 

1 The glory of these forty days 

we celebrate with songs of praise; 

for Christ, through whom all things were made, 

himself has fasted and has prayed. 

 

2 Alone and fasting Moses saw 

the loving God who gave the law; 

and to Elijah, fasting, came 

the steeds and chariots of flame. 

 

3 So Daniel trained his mystic sight, 

delivered from the lions' might; 

and John, the Bridegroom's friend, became 

the herald of Messiah's name. 

 

4 Then grant, O God, that we may, too, 

return in fast and prayer to you. 

Our spirits strengthen with your grace, 

and give us joy to see your face. 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE (ELW p. 147) 
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through 

the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word 

and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9 

To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their 

homeland is a celebration of abundant life. God calls them into an 

everlasting covenant of love. Those who return to God will enjoy new 

life and forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our ways. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

  come to the waters; 

 and you that have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 

 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 

 6Seek the LORD while he may be found, 

  call upon him while he is near; 
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 7let the wicked forsake their way, 

  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 

 let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 

  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

  nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 

 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

  so are my ways higher than your ways 

  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 63:1-8 

 1O God, you are my God; eager- | ly I seek you; 

  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and 

weary land where there | is no water. 

 2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your | holy place, 

  that I might behold your power | and your glory. 

 3For your steadfast love is better than | life itself; 

  my lips shall | give you praise. 

 4So will I bless you as long | as I live 

  and lift up my hands | in your name. 

 5My spirit is content, as with the rich- | est of foods, 

  and my mouth praises you with | joyful lips, 

 6when I remember you up- | on my bed, 

  and meditate on you in | the night watches. 

 7For you have | been my helper, 

  and under the shadow of your wings I | will rejoice. 

 8My whole being | clings to you; 

  your right hand | holds me fast. 
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the 

truth of Jesus Christ: He is our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. 

Christ is the living sign of God’s faithfulness. 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 

1I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors 

were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were 

baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same 

spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank 

from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 
5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were 

struck down in the wilderness. 

 6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not 

desire evil as they did. 7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as 

it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to 

play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, 

and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ 

to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10And 

do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the 

destroyer. 11These things happened to them to serve as an example, and 

they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages 

have come. 12So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not 

fall. 13No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. 

God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, 

but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be 

able to endure it. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151) 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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Return to the Lord, your God, 

for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9 

Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether 

suffering is deserved into a hard call to obedience. He then tells a 

parable that holds out hope that the timeline for ultimate judgment will 

be tempered by patience. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1At that very time there were some present who told him about the 

Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] 

asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this 

way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?3No, I tell you; but 

unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who 

were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that 

they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I 

tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 

 6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his 
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vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said 

to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit 

on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be 

wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I 

dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and 

good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

KEIKI STORY 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY In the Cross of Christ I Glory (ELW 324) 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 

gathers round its head sublime. 

 

2 When the woes of life o'ertake me, 

hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

never shall the cross forsake me; 

lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

light and love upon my way, 

from the cross the radiance streaming 

adds more luster to the day. 

 

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 

by the cross are sanctified; 
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peace is there that knows no measure, 

joys that through all time abide. 
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APOSTLES' CREED 

The Nicene Creed or the Apostles’ Creed may be spoken. The Nicene 

Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival 

days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church around the world in all its forms: for pastors, 

deacons, bishops, chaplains, and mission developers; for church 

councils, committee chairs, and all lay ministry leaders; for 

congregations that contemplate difficult decisions about the future of 

their ministry. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 
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For the health of this planet and the well-being of its creatures: for lands 

impacted by droughts and at risk of wildfires; for fig trees and vineyards 

that produce fruit for our nourishment and delight; for animal habitats 

threatened by climate change. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

For those called into positions of civic responsibility: for judges, 

attorneys, and court administrators tasked with uncovering truth and 

delivering justice; for activists and community leaders who cast a vision 

of a more compassionate and equitable society. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who live in poverty and 

experience hunger; for any who feel tested beyond their strength; for 

those who are hospitalized or near death, and for all in need of healing, 

especially all those whom we name in our hearts and whose names we 

now speak aloud.... E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

For the advocacy efforts of this congregation, Christ Lutheran Church: 

for those whose faith leads them to speak difficult truths and engage in 

difficult conversations with policymakers; for those who promote mercy 

over vengeance or retaliation. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Birthdays: None   Baptisms: None 

 

Church: Calvary by the Sea, Pastor Moses Barrios 
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For those whose earthly journeys have ended, we give thanks. With all 

the saints, we praise you for the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for 

the sake of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE AND ALOHA 

Aloha nui e ‘oukou.  

‘O ke aloha o ka Haku  

e mau ana me ‘oukou  

apau loa.  

Friends and neighbors, siblings in Christ, the peace of God be with you 

always.  

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care 

of those in need. Mahalo nui loa to everyone for your offerings.  

You may drop your offering in the wooden plates on the way in or out of 

worship. You can also send checks via USPS mail or go to our 

“Donate” button at www.clcmililani.org and make your offering via 

Tithe.ly.  Mahalo to Thrivent members making offerings via Simply 

Giving. 

http://www.clcmililani.org/
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OFFERING PRAYER 

As the table is prepared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.  

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. 

A brief silence 

Faithful God, 

you walk beside us in desert places, 

and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 

Accompany us in this meal, 

that we may pass over from death to life 

with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152) 

 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 

our living Water and our merciful Guide, 

together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 

we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert, 

and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 

who joined us in our desert, 

pouring out his life for the world. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 

we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 

and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 

wash away our sin, 

that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Na Makana a ke Akua no ka Po‘e a ke Akua 

Christ has prepared the feast. 

E komo mai. E kipa mai. 

Come to the table where you are welcome home. 

 

COMMUNION 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 

The ministers commune either after or before others commune. 
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COMMUNION SONG - THE QUEEN'S PRAYER 

O kou aloha no A ia I ka lani  

A o kou oia io He hemolele hoi. Amene. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

As the table is cleared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.  

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. 

A brief silence 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain 

us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our 

alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666) 

1 What wondrous love is this, 

O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this 

that caused the Lord of bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse 
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for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

 

2 When I was sinking down, 

sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down 

beneath God's righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown 

for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

 

3 To God and to the Lamb 

I will sing, I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb, 

who is the great I AM, 

while millions join the theme, 

I will sing, I will sing, 

while millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

4 And when from death I'm free, 

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 

and when from death I'm free, 

I'll sing God's love for me, 

and through eternity 

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

and through eternity I'll sing on. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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