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“Aerial Rocket Artillery”….when called on by those who were in  

danger, our units were there laying it on the line.  

 We were proud of our Aerial Rocket Artillery Team then and still proud of it now. 
The Straphanger Gazette is a quarterly publication of the Aerial Rocket Artillery Association. Issues will be  

published on or about the 1st of January, April, July and October. Members who have e-mail will receive a copy as an pdf attachment 

President’s Corner 

WE ARE ROLLING HOT ON SAN          

DIEGO.       

 GET  ON BOARD FOR THE RIDE! 
 

  We are just short of six and a half months away from our Reunion in beautiful San Diego, CA at the Handlery Hotel, 
950 Hotel Circle North, 92108, September 11 – 15, 2019. Dave and Pat Borgeson have done an outstanding job of planning; and   
garnering financial support for our 2019 Reunion. Their efforts have been aimed at making this reunion exceptionally special 
for all attendees. I highly encourage all of you to make your reservations as soon as possible. I have already make my hotel         
reservations and will register for the reunion very soon. I encourage you to do the same so that Pat and Dave can increase our 
room block early, if necessary, and not have to get an overflow hotel. 

 Great news!!! Joe Galloway and Marvin Wolf have committed to attend our  
Reunion. Both are well established Authors. Joe will be our keynote speaker at our Farewell Banquet, and Marvin will speak at 
our Welcome Dinner. They are working on a new book together about Vietnam Veterans who have made significant              
contributions to their communities after Vietnam. Marvin Wolf was a Combat Photographer with the 1st Cav, First Shift, in 
1965 and has pictures of the ARA in action. Joe and Marvin will share and illuminate their ARA experiences with us.  

 Additionally, plans are in process to have a Cobra available to provide rides during our stay in San Diego. The         
Arizona Chapter of the Army Aviation Heritage Foundation and Flying Museum has a Cobra that is stationed in Chino, CA 
during the summer months until the end of September. I am working with the Chapter President to have it on hand for those 
who desire Cobra rides during our Reunion. 

 Please reach out to anyone that you know that served in the ARA, at any time, during its existence and encourage them 
to join us at our San Diego Reunion!!! 

 We, the Aerial Rocket Artillery (ARA) Association, will have a presence at the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association 
(VHPA) Reunion in Kansas City, MO with a TOC and recruiting table. The VHPA reunion is 28 May - 1 June 2019 at the   
Kansas City Marriott Downtown Hotel, 200 West 12th Street, Kansas City, MO 64105. The goal of this effort is to reach out to 
those aviators who served in the ARA and bring them into our organization. 

 There is an ongoing effort to collect as much ARA history as possible at the Field Artillery School. The Field           
Artillery Historian who retired in December 2018 has arranged for your written books, notes, journals, mission briefings,     
personal logs, personal accounts of missions; and audio recordings to be received by the Morris Swett Library and archived. 
Please send your written and audio accounts of your ARA experiences to: 

 
   Morris Swett Library,730 SCHIMMELPFENNIG ROAD, FORT SILL, OK 73503 
 
 Blessings to you and your families. I look forward to seeing you in San Diego; if not in Kansas City before. But espe-
cially in San Diego. 
 
 The BEST of ALL things GOOD and WONDERFUL to you ALL!!! 
 
Clovis Jones, Jr. 
ARA 6 

https://www.facebook.com/AerialRocketArtilleryAssociation


IT JUST KEEPS GETTING BETTER.  

 HERE IS THE WORD ON THE 2019 REUNION 

This message is from your hosts, Pat and Dave Borgeson, for the San Diego Reunion in September 2019.  Pat and I just         

completed our second planning trip to San Diego. 

I will start with the Handlery Hotel.  The dates of the reunion are September 11th (WED) to September 15th (Sun).  We have a 

choice of a Superior King or a Superior Double room.  

The rate is $119/night plus a 12.7% tax or about 

$135/night. 

You can book reservations now through the             

reservation office at (800) 676-6567 or (619)298-

0511.  Callers must refer to our group name of the 

Aerial Rocket Artillery Reunion to receive our           

preferred rate.  To register online, the link is: 

http:\\reservations.travelclick.com98118?

groupID=2409813. 

The hotel address is: The Handlery Hotel,              

950 Hotel Circle North, San Diego, CA 92108. 

The hotel is located about 6 miles from the San Diego 

Airport, adjacent to the Riverwalk Golf Course (27 

holes), and close to Fashion Valley Mall with 200 

stores.  The hotel has a large pool and breakfast is 

included. 

The hotel will extend our rate if you are planning to come in a couple days early or stay a couple extra days.  There is no charge 

for parking for hotel guests.  There is an Enterprise car rental agency within the hotel.  Malia Wimmel is the manager and she 

can be reached t (619) 296-7493. 

On the Wednesday night at 05:30 PM, we will bus to the Casa Guadalajara for a Mexican fiesta in Old Town San Diego.It will 

be a fun evening including a complimentary                    

margarita. 

On Thursday, we will depart  the hotel at 09:30 AM.  Our 

destination is the San Diego Air and Space Museum.  After a 

couple hours at the museum, we will travel for a waterfront 

lunch at the Harbor House Restaurant.  Next to the restaurant 

is Seaport Village so the ladies can look for some souvenirs.  

The bus will take us around the downtown area and then 

return to the hotel. 

Friday is an optional day.  If you choose the bus take you to 

the WWII aircraft carrier Midway.  The cost of admission is 

included.  After the tour of the Midway, there is about a two 

hour harbor cruise with a box lunch.  After the cruise the bus 

will return you to the hotel.  The cost for the day is $79.  A 

minimum of 20 people must sign up.  We will refund money if                                     

enough  people do not sign up. 

On Saturday morning, we will hold business meetings between 10:00 AM to 12:00 noon.  The afternoon is free time.                    

The Farewell Banquet will be at the Handlery at 6:00 PM. 

This will be a fun filled week with many choices.  San Diego is a special city so plan ahead to take full advantage of your time 

here.  We look forward to seeing everyone and sharing time together. 

Casa Guadalajara  

The Handlery Hotel, 



 

 

                                                                                                                              
ARA SAN DIEGO REUNION 

22nd  ARA REUNION, SAN DIEGO SEPTEMBER 11th – 15th, 2019 

Reunion Registration Form 

Send form and check(s) made payable to ARA ASSOCIATION to: 

  ARA ASSOCIATION                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                c/o Herbert L. Hirst                                                                                                                                                                           
                P.O. Box 220                                                                                                                                                                                 
                North Plains, OR 97133-0220 

 
   

 
Please complete and return by August 1, 2018 so that we may finalize all plans and secure set prices for           
events. Registration forms will be numbered upon receipt in order to secure seats on bus. 
Please send confirmation of attendance e-mail to host for head counts. E-mail address for host is dbor-
geson41@gmail.com   Telephone  (310) 773-1295 
. 

 Information  

Name/Membership #   

Wife/Guest name(s)   

Additional Guest(s)   

Street Address   

City, State, Zip Code   

Telephone Number Home                                                   Cell 

Email Address   

Any special assistance/or 
dietary needs required 

  

Please list name(s) as you would like for them to appear on NAME TAG(S) Where From 

Member   

Spouse/Guest   

ARA Units(s)   

Dates   

REGISTRATION/EVENT FEES Details   Price # In party Total 

Registration Fee Per member in party over 18   $30.00     

Annual Membership Dues If not already paid for 2019   $25.00     

Wednesday – Dinner and bus Per member in party   40.00     

 Thursday - San Diego Air and 
Space  Museum, lunch and bus 

Per member in party   45.00 
  

    

Friday – Optional Midway and 
Harbor Tour w/box lunch 

Minimum of 20 people re-
quired 

  79.00     

Saturday – Final Banquet 
Indicate chicken or london broil 

Per member in party 
Chicken # ____  Beef #____ 

  35.00     

Total for Reunion ------------------------ ------ ------ ------   

mailto:dborgeson41@gmail.com
mailto:dborgeson41@gmail.com


A Celebrity in our Midst. 

Our own Clovis Jones Jr. was featured in the February, 2018 issue of AOPA Pilot as the instructor for the 

Simcon Level C full motion simulator in Scotsdale, AZ. Below is the box which ran and gives his history.  

 

I’ve sure gotten old!  I’ve had two bypass surgeries, a hip replacement, new knees, fought prostate cancer, 

and diabetes. I’m half blind, can’t ear anything quieter than a jet engine, take 40 different medicines that 

make me dizzy, winded and subject to blackouts. Have bouts with dementia. Have poor circulation; hardly 

feel my hands and feet anymore. Can’t remember if I’m 85 or 92. Have lost all my friends.  

But thank God, I still have my driver’s license! 

 

 



THIS IS SOOOO True!!!!! Use for June isue 
 
Dick Durbin, a Senator from Illinois calls senior citizens the Greediest Generation as he compared "Social Security " to a Milk 
Cow with 310 million teats. 

Here's a response in a letter from PATTY NYE from Illinois  .. I think she is a little ticked off! She also tells it like it is! 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
"Hey Dick, let's get a few things straight!!! 

1. As a career politician, you have been on the public dole (tit) for FORTY YEARS. 

2. I have been paying Social Security taxes for 48 YEARS (since I was 15 years old. I am now 63). 

3. My Social Security payments, and those of millions of other Americans, were safely tucked away in an interest bearing ac-

count for decades until you political pukes decided to raid the account and give OUR money to a bunch of zero losers in return 

for votes, thus bankrupting the system and turning Social Security into a Ponzi scheme that would make Bernie Madoff  

proud. 

4. Recently, just like Lucy & Charlie Brown, you and "your ilk" pulled the proverbial football away from millions of Ameri-

can   seniors nearing retirement and moved the goalposts for full retirement from age 65 to age, 67. NOW, you and your "shill             

commission" are proposing to move the goalposts YET AGAIN.                                                                                                                 

5. I, and millions of other Americans, have been paying into Medicare from Day One, and now "you morons" propose to 

change the rules of the game. Why? Because "you idiots" mismanaged other parts of the economy to such an extent that you 

need to steal our money from Medicare to pay the bills.                                                                                                                                                                     

6. I, and millions of other Americans, have been paying income taxes our entire lives, and now you propose to increase our 

taxes yet again. Why? Because you "incompetent bastards" spent our money so profligately that you just kept on spending 

even after you ran out of money. Now, you come to the American taxpayers and say you need more to pay off YOUR debt.                                                               

To add insult to injury, you label us "greedy" for calling "bullshit" to your incompetence. 

Well, Captain Bullshit, I have a few questions for YOU: 

 1. How much money have you earned from the American taxpayers during your pathetic 40+ year political career? 

 2. At what age will you retire from your pathetic political career, and how much will you receive in annual retirement benefits 
from the American taxpayers? 

 3. How much do you pay for YOUR government provided health insurance? 

 4. What cuts in YOUR retirement and healthcare benefits are you proposing in your disgusting deficit reduction proposal, or 
as usual, have you exempted yourself and your political cronies? 

 It is you, Captain Bullshit, and your political co-conspirators called Congress who are the "greedy" ones. It is you and your 
fellow nutcase thieves who have bankrupted America and stolen the American dream from millions of loyal, patriotic taxpay-
ers. 

 And for what? Votes and your job and retirement security at our expense, you lunk-headed, leech. 

That's right, sir. You and yours have bankrupted America for the sole purpose of advancing your pathetic, political careers. 
You know it, we know it, and you know that we know it. 

 And you can take that to the bank, you miserable son of a bitch. 

 P.S. And stop calling Social Security benefits " entitlements ". WHAT AN INSULT!!!! 

 I have been paying in to the SS system for 45 years “It's my money”-give it back to me the way the system was designed and 
stop patting yourself on the back like you are being generous by doling out these monthly checks  

 

 

“GOVERNMENT CAN BE LIKENED TO A BABY—A LOT OF 
NOISE AT ONE END AND NO RESPONSIBILITY AT THE     

OTHER” 

Ronald Reagan 

 



 

 

Editors Note: I kited around Vietnam a lot but I never knew this existed. Thanks to Ken Olsen and the American Legion Magazine 



 



came home from the war. But when he saw the ship 

where he was destined to spend the next year, his first 

thought was, “It looks damned small.” Like Sapp, Je-

sus Perez was born to do this work. He started repair-

ing tires in the gas station his father managed in 

Mercedes, Texas, when he was 9. Perez joined the 

Air Force after high school and was on track to be-

come a radar operator until they discovered he was 

colorblind. He instead trained as an airframe repair-

man, patched bullet holes and fixed other combat 

damage on B-26 light bombers in Korea from 1952 to 

1953. 

Perez joined the Army in 1958 after a four-year hiatus 

from the military, served with a helicopter compa-

ny during his first tour in 1962 and became an airframe 

repair instructor. He was in charge of the engine and 

powertrain repair pla- toon during his two tours on 

Corpus Christi Bay in the late 1960s. “We were the 

highest echelon in Army aviation in Vietnam, and 

we were saving the government lots of money,” 

Perez says. He retired from the military and enjoyed a 

second career with a civilian contractor that worked 

on airplanes for the Army, FBI and other govern-

ment agencies. That sort of success was the norm 

among Corpus Christi Bay veterans, Perez says. “All 

of those kids got good jobs when they got out.” Bar-

rick fits that bill. He too was drafted while in college 

and signed up for an additional year in the Army to 

qualify for aviation maintenance training. Barrick got a taste of what was coming in Vietnam during his year at the Ar-

my aircraft maintenance depot in Texas, where he worked on helicopter engines, transmissions, gear boxes and every-

thing else “from the rotor head to the tail,” he says. Part of that duty included cracking open  

crates that contained worn-out or damaged aircraft parts and mud, sand and smells that had hitchhiked from the war 

zone. Once aboard Corpus Christi Bay, Barrick primarily dealt with rotor heads and swashplates. A lot of them. “There 

was a constant flow of repair work,” he says. 

Every piece Corpus Christi Bay’s shops worked on was restored to factory specifications.  

Reassembled engines and other parts were taken through the paces in one of the ship’s test cells before being returned to 

service, About a dozen crew members were stationed on land. They gathered helicopter and airplane parts as they came 

in from combat units, boxed them up and transported them to the ship.  

Tom Mott was one of these “sand crabs.” Mott had already trained as an amphibious vehicle mechanic when he was 

tapped to go to Vietnam in 1969. He lived at the Vung Tau airfield, loaded and unloaded trucks bearing helicopter parts, 

and made at least one freight run a day to Corpus Christi Bay - moored about a mile off shore - in his 15-ton amphibian. 

The waves made unloading the steel cans with engines, or the long boxes with rotor blades, a challenge. He tied up to a 

barge alongside Corpus Christi Bay. That gave the ship’s crane operator a clear view of what he was hoisting from be-

low. And yet “the ship is rolling one way, the barge is rolling the other way, and then there’s the amphibian - the small-

est of the three,” Mott says. 

There were plenty of perks. To a man, those who served on the ship fondly remember the food.  

Navy river rats and passing helicopters made it a point to show up for drive-by repairs around lunchtime, Barrick says. 

Christmas dinner in 1969 

4t its peak, the conversion of USS Albemarle, a World War II Navy sea-

plane tender, to a helicopter repair depot renamed USNS Corpus Christi 

Bay involved 1,000 workers at the Charleston Naval Shipyard, 



 

 

Reprinted by permission from the American Legion Magazine. Copyright 2019, The American Legion Magazine and Ken Olsen." 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

>  

BUT WE ALREADY KNEW THIS 

 

 

 

 

F BATTERY 77TH 

FIELD ARTILLERY 

(AFA) CHOSEN AS 

'OUTSTANDING 

UNIT”  

■ Remarks of Lieutenant General Harry W. O. Kinnard, USA 

(Ret.), AAAA National President: "We    gather at this time to 

honor Army Aviation’s outstanding      individuals and units,  

Regarding the first award we always face a very difficult chore 

in the selection of the 'Outstanding Army Aviation  Unit of the  

 

ABOVE: GEN Abrams (rlght) presents AAAA’a 

“Outstanding Aviation Unit Award" to MAJ Lawrence E. 

McKay, Jr. (left), and SFC Lionet S, McDonald, of F      

Battery, 79th FieldArtillery (AFA). 

LEFT: An Informal photo ol several F/T9th members    

present. 

Year," and, believe me, this is quite tough to do when all of the 

units are so good. But having gone through our deliberations 

we have picked as this year's 'Outstanding Army Aviation Unit,' 

F Battery (AFA), 79th Field Artillery, 3d Brigade, and I'm go-

ing to ask our Chief of Staff, General Abrams, to make that 

presentation” …. (The remarks of General Abrams follow this 

story)  

 ■ Remarks of Major Lawrence E. McKay, Jr. Commander of 

F Battery (AFA), 76th Field Artillery, 3d Brigade: "The Army 

Aviation Association has kindly recognized the efforts of three 

groups by presenting this award to F Battery, 79th Field      

Artillery, You have honored a small, unselfish unit that was 

dedicated to supporting the infantryman on the ground. 

“Secondly, you acknowledge the success in the development 

and the employmen! of Aerial Field Artillery by the long, 

proud line of men privileged to have been part of the 'Blue 

Max,' and finally, you pay homage to the team of Army      

Aviation units that performed so courageously during the 1973 

Spring invasion.  

"It has been said of these units that never have so few done so 

much for so many. For this award we of F of  the 79th are  

humbly grateful. Thank you, very much. 

Recovered from the December, 1972 edition ARMY AVIATION 

 





 



 



 

                                                      Lt. Col McKay took his last fire mission in August, 2013 
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     ATTENTION ALL ARA MEN: 

DO NOT DELETE THIS PUBLICATION UNTIL ALL SPOUSES, SIGNIFICANT OTHERS AND COMPANIONS 

HAVE READ IT.  THE INFORMATION IS FOR ALL IN THE FAMILY. 

    ********************************************** 

Know how to prevent sagging?  

Just keep eating until the wrinkles fill out! 

                    Its scary when you start making the same noises as your coffee maker.  

A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE REASONS FOR THE NOMINATION 

F Battery (AFA), 79th Artillery, has performed all assigned missions in support of Us and allied troops in 

an outstanding manner. The only remaining AFA unit in Vietnam has maintained an availability rate of  91 

percent utilizing one of the finest maintenance, safety and standardization programs in Army Aviation. 

During the first month of the Loc Ninh/An Loc siege the average of 12 AH-1Gs flew 1472 hours versus an 

USARV program of 660 and expended 23,056 rockets versus the unit average of 9,972 2.75 inch rockets. 

The unit has proven the theory that the AH-1G Cobra can successfully engage and destroy the Soviet t-54 

tank in a high intensity ground-to-air environment. “Blue Max” is a unit of professionals who have been 

battle tested in the most extensive antiaircraft fire ever experienced in South Vietnam and demonstrated the 

unselfishness and courage required throughout the most challenging period in the history of Army             

Aviation.  

       S/BG James F. Hamlet 

mailto:hueyodell@hotmail.com
mailto:wbwilder@yahoo.com
mailto:Sailboatjs1@verizon.net
mailto:asatalbot@juno.com


                                                                  

                              Chaplain’s Corner   

“Where Are You Planted?” 

 

   How many of us wanted to be a Superlative in High School?  How many wanted to have their picture in the Yearbook as “Most 

likely to Succeed!” or “Most Athletic!”  You know what I’m talking about. I didn’t even get “Most Likely to Fail or even Least   

Athletic!”  We all wanted to be admired by friends. Now that we have grown-up, we still desire some recognition.  

   This begs the question. “Who are we?” In Luke 6:17, Jesus gathers the twelve and a great crowd of his disciples and a great      

multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. Then he started to speak and delivered his “Sermon 

on the Mound.” In the Beatitudes, Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor, you who hunger, you who weep, and when others hate you.”  

Why? How can that be? Well, because yours is the kingdom of God, for you will be filled, for you will laugh, and you will rejoice in 

that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven! For that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.  

  But then Jesus took on the others with his proclamation of woes! “Woe to you who are rich, for you have received your              

consolation, woe  to you who are full now, for you will be hungry, woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep, 

and woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets? 

   Grownups still want; and Jesus’ words hurt. Are we part of that group that fits the “Woes?” Are we busted, found out? The       

Beatitudes versus the Superlatives! How do we stack up with the two groups? Where do we get our strength and nourishment in life? 

What is it that sustains us day-to-day? The Prophet Jeremiah has an answer for us in Chapter 17 where he contrast two ways of life: 

Life with God brings blessings; the power and vitality of God is active in our life. Life without God brings a curse, the power of 

death. 

   Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord because they 

shall be like a shrub in the desert and shall not see when relief comes, they shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an 

uninhabited salt land. Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, they shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the 

stream, it shall not fear when heat comes and its leaves shall stay green; in the yearly drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease 

to bear fruit. 

   Where are you planted? Where are your roots? Do you trust in mere mortals, when God is the one who gives life?  All mortals die, 

God will not die! Do your roots reach out to the steams of living water? You know water always wins! Trees planted by living    

waters bear fruit! May we be as those trees and bring forth good fruit in our lives! 

 

Peace, 

 

Bruce Wilder. 

Chaplain 

 

 
 

 

 



Final Flight                                                          

Mike Borland 

James M. Borland Major (Ret.) J. Michael "Mike" Borland, passed away peacefully on May 3, 
2018 at age 70. He fought hard the last few years without complaint, but finally succumbed to the 
effects of several Agent Orange related diseases. Mike was born in Indiana, Pa. on November 15, 
1947 to Thomas and Eva Borland. He spent his childhood in the same hometown as actor Jimmy 
Stewart, graduating from Indiana High School in 1965. His journey in military service initially 
began at the U.S. Naval Academy. Mike left the Academy in 1968 and enlisted in the Army for the 
Warrant Officer Flight Training Program. He excelled in Flight Training and was selected to fly 
the AH-1G Cobra Attack Helicopter. He flew Aerial Artillery gunship missions in support of the 
101st Airborne Division (Airmobile) and cross border MACV-SOG MLT-2 operations. These op-
erations include the evacuation of Firebase Ripcord and LAMSON 719, where he was injured in a 
Cobra crash and medically evacuated back to the United States. Mike recovered from his injuries 
and returned to Cobra Hall, Hunter Army Airfield, Georgia as a Standardization Instructor Pilot. 
He served the next several years as an AH-1G and UH-1H Standardization Instructor Pilot in     
various Assault and Air Cavalry Units. Mike understood the value of education and completed a 
Bachelors of Science degree at Embry-Riddle University and a Masters of Public Administration 
from Pepperdine University. He was selected for a direct commission to Captain and served his 
remaining years of service as an Attack       Platoon Leader, Operations Officer, Airfield Com-
mander/U-21 Pilot, Assistant    Professor of Military Science North Carolina State University, Director, Rotary Wing Priority Air 
Transport and Aviation Officer, Office of the Chief of Staff of the Army. He retired from the Army in 1994 as a   Major with 26 
years of service. Mike began his civilian career as a self-taught Information Technology professional and worked many diverse 
jobs including Intuit Turbo Tax, Army Air Force Mutual Aid Association, Department of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms Tax and 
Trade Bureau and U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Agency. Mike was an ordinary man who did extraordinary 
things. He was an outstanding husband, father, and leader. He is deeply missed by his family and friends. Mike is survived by his 
loving wife of 48 years, Julie; son Sean (Sheila); daughter Sallie (Cristian); grandchildren, Hannah,    Becca, Cristian, and Bella; 
and mother Eva. A service was held at 10 a.m. on Friday, May 11 at the Semper Fidelis Memorial Chapel. The family  received 
friends one hour prior to the service at the memorial chapel. Interment followed at Quantico National Cemetery.  

 

Bob Hinton 
 
LTC Robert Richey Hinton (USA Ret), who served in A/2/20 ARA 1st Cav Div with the 
all sign Blue Max, died on Saturday, August 6, 2016 at the Baptist Reynolds Hospice 
House after a battle with cancer. 
He left his wife Sigrid Hinton; his son, Jens Hinton and his wife, Terri Hinton; his  
daughter, Silke Hinton Cook and her husband Chance Cook; his son, Robin Hinton and 
his wife Nicole Hinton; his grandchildren Alex Hinton, Kristen Colindres, Cameron Hin-
ton, and Katherine Hinton; and his great grandchildren Sofia Colindres and Kai Hinton. 
Born and raised in Collierville TN, the son of James Karr and Catharine Richey Hinton, 
Mr. Hinton graduated from Collierville High School in 1958. He attended Duke Universi-
ty, graduating with a degree in History in 1962. Mr. Hinton joined the US Army in 1963 
where he had a distinguished career as an aviator in the 101st Airborne Cavalry, rising to 
the rank of LTC. He was stationed in Wagenfeld, Germany where he met his wife, Sigrid 
Hinton. Richey and Sigrid were married in 1968 in Collierville, TN. He served two tours 
in Vietnam where he earned two distinguished flying crosses, a bronze star and multiple 
other commendations. Richey was stationed on various military bases during his military 

career including those in Oklahoma, Texas, Iceland, and Germany. After retiring from the Army in 1985, Mr. Hinton was a    
commercial airline pilot based in both Memphis and Switzerland. He retired from flying in 1998. Mr. Hinton was an avid dog 
lover and follower of Duke basketball. A Memorial Service ws held for family and friends on Wednesday, August 10 at 2pm at 
Collierville Funeral Home.  
    Vietnam Pilot’s Reunion by Jack Baumgarten 

A gathering of Eagles who long ago   flew in 
harmonious synch together in carefully ar-
ranged formations  as they performed their 
noisy ballet over the trees.  

Now grey or defoliated, larger and weathered, 
wrinkles and folds now abound, all sadly 
closer to the ground.  

Come together in one place, these remain—
not gone to the Father—still here to live each 
long day among those blue, cloudy skies, 
recalling those dances with white puffs of 
moisture along the way to battle.  

Memories good and bad now buried or   

twisted come rising to the surface as barely 
recognized faces, all changed except for eyes 
or smiles, awaken to recollections long since 
buried.  

Joy abounds, old friendships renew. Excite-
ment captivates as thrilling recollections  
return to life from places no one ever gets to 
see anymore.  

Sadness consumes on learning of early     
departures or bad tidings befallen. Fear rises 
and is pushed back hard avoiding ugly    
memories buried way back when. Can those 
feelings be shared? Camaraderie, isolation, 
fear, bravery, bad luck, good luck, quick 

thinking, poor judgement, God’s mercy.  

Bear them alone my friends. You own them  
completely forever. Heavy or light, you  carry 
them yourself—only to be shared with God.  

Reunion yields a great gift. A common     
destiny is shared as we volunteer once again, 
facing truth at long last with no lies possible.  

Eagles we were— Eagles we remain—
standing tall within our lives, raising those 
memories of doing the best that we could.  

Contributed by Rodger McAlister 



 
 

Dear Ladies of the ARA, 

Hope you have all had a great beginning of a new year! Been chilly and damp here in California but we are enjoying the change.  

As noted in Dave’s report, he and I have been working on the upcoming reunion in San Diego in Sept.and it has been a very enjoy-

able experience working with lovely people at the hotel,restaurants  as well as our tour “advisor”. They are all thrilled to be able to 

host the ARA! 

The hotel has a free shuttle that will take you to Old Town(Mexican flavor area with restaurants and shopping),Sea World and the 

San Diego Zoo( recognized as the best in the country) and the Fashion Valley outdoor Mall(restaurants and shopping with every-

thing from Forever 21 to Neiman Marcus, Macys,Bloomies and Nordstrom’s). 

There is a trolley ( $2.25 each way or $5.00 day pass) that goes to many areas and sites  ---Gaslamp, Mission Valley Center, Mis-

sion San Diego and San Ysidro Outlet shopping.  

And of course there is also UBER and Lyft! 

I will include a copy of the Trolley Map and a directory of the outlet stores in the Gift Bag . 

We are hoping that we will have our beautiful Sept. weather here in Southern California and that we have a record turnout to enjoy 

the West Coast of our great country!  

If any of you have any questions or suggestions please do not hesitate to contact either Dave or me. 

Dborgeson41@gmail.com or pborg12@yahoo.com 
Cheers  

Pat 

Email addresses for the ladies 

Baird, Marlene - flytiger@cableone.net; Borgeson, Pat -pborgeson@lalique.com  or pborg12@yahoo.com; Brown, Linda -- 

lindawbrown@juno.com; Cooper, Roberta - rangerover53@yahoo.com; Dauley, Donna - dnurdgd@comcast.net; Doty, Maureen 

- DotyMaureen@yahoo.com; Fleming, Gloria - gwhz@hotmail.com; Giles, Rose - r.c.giles41@gmail.com; Gomez., Milly - 

chcogomez@aol.com; Grice, Kathy- Kalgrice@gmail.com;  Hengeveld, Peggy - awings72@verizon.net; Hirst, Cindy --hirst@q.com; 

Hobby, Gloria - gloriahobby@yahoo.com; Klinker, Kay - kayklinker@gmail.com; Mahoney, Melba - skyqueen1@sw.rr.com;   

McAlister, Marilyn - 5starmcalister@att.net; O’Dell, Kathy - i_am_kathy@hotmail.com; O”Keefe, Maryetta ---maryetta4@cox.net; 

Padilla, Mary Jane - mary_jane_padilla@hotmail.com; Pullano, Arlene - joseph.pullano@att.nett; Quesada, Isabel -                

isamubra@hotmail.com or saprissa44@hotmail.com;; Retterath, Carol - rranch@westriv.com; Roberson, Linda - so 

shinede@aol.com; Sanchez, Susie - sksdesigns1@verizon.net; Szabo, Joan --- sailboatjs1@verizon.net; Talbot, Jean --                

asartalbot@gmail.comcom; Toepel, Mildred - mbtoepel@msn.com; Tokar, Barbara - BarbTokar@SBC.Golbal.net; Voeltz, Jean - 

cav2_20th@hotmail.com; Wilder, Patti - pattenmom05@yahoo.com; Williams, Dale - barbierule@aol.com; Wilson, Ellie -

geneandellie@comcast.net 
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ORDER FORM FOR APPAREL, CAPS, PATCHES, STICK-ONS 

 

CAPS, Men’s, come in one size (has adjustable headband) and will have the ARA Logo embroidered on the front and can have your 

name on the right side and call sign on the left side, if desired. Cost will be $10.00 

 

Print name as you want it to appear:            

Print call sign as you want it to appear:        

 

CAPS, Women’s, come in one size and in two (2) styles – Short brim and low profile or as a Headband (both have adjustable head-

band) and will have the ARA Logo embroidered on the front and can have your name on the right side, if desired. If you would like 

to give yourself a call sign such as DRAGON LADY, LADY TORO, GRIFFIN MISTRESS, BLUE MAX MISTRESS, FALCONESS  that can be 

put on the left sign. Cost will be $10.00 

 

Print name as you want it to appear:            

Print call sign as you want it to appear:        

 

Shirts for men and women are available in sizes Small, Medium, Large, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL, and 5XL and will have the ARA Logo embroi-

dered on the left side. Cost is $20.00 per shirt regardless of size. 

 

Men’s Shirt(s) -       X  $20.00 =     Size     

                     # ordered   

 

Women’s Shirt(s) -       X  $20.00 =     Size     

                          # ordered  

 

Patches, Cloth –        X $5.00 =    

                 Specify Unit 

 

Bumper Stickers -       X $2.00 =     

   Specify Unit 

 

Patches, Stickers -      X  $1.00 =    

   Specify Unit 

 

Total for order -    

 

 
Send form and check(s) made payable to ARA ASSOCIATION to: 

ARA ASSOCIATION 

c/o Herbert L. Hirst 

P.O. Box 220 

North Plains, OR 97133-0220 



 

 

AERIAL ROCKET ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION 

Membership Application/Renewal Form 

 This form may be used for Applying for New Membership or for Renewing Existing Membership. Please 
circle that which is appropriate. 

 Name      ____________     Wife’s Name      

 Rank       Membership Number      

            (At time of service in ARA)              (If known) 

Retired Rank (if applicable)     Service Number    
 __________ 

  

List all ARA Units that you served in.______ 

  

     Battery/Battalion         Dates of Service               Call Sign 

                    
           From mo/yr to mo/yr 

                            

          From mo/yr to mo/yr 

  

Current Address:           

      Street or PO Box 

           

   City          State       Zip Code 

 Phone:             

                             Home         Work (if okay)   Cell 

  

E-Mail Address:        

  

Association membership is on an annual basis (unless member opts for life membership) running from January 1 to Decem-
ber 31 and is past due on January 31.  

Annual dues are $25.00 regardless of when submitting. 

 Life membership (if paid in full) is $250.00.  Life membership may also be paid in $50.00 installments on a quarterly basis 
until paid in full. 

 Total amount enclosed    _____ (Please indicate in remarks section of check whether this is Initial Mem-
bership, Membership Renewal, Life Membership in full, Life Membership payment #. 

 Mail completed application to:     Aerial Rocket Artillery Association 

           C/O Herbert L. Hirst              
For Office Use Only 
                                                          P.O. Box 220           
Check #       
           North Plains, OR 97133-0220         
Check Date      

                                
Amount    

           Web address – www.araassociation.com        
Date Rcvd    

http://www.araassociation.com

