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As we enjoy spring and the fringes of summer, everything in the
neighborhood is good. The Cabana is coming along…. albeit
slowly, the pool will be opening, there’s a lot of people out walking
and biking around the parks and the neighborhood, dogs are
being walked (be sure they’re on a leash!) …...idyllic as usual.

The only thing left is good neighbors! There’s so much we can do,
with minimal effort, to make FG an even happier place to live than it
is. Here’s just a few ways:

Introduce yourself!
Say hello as you walk past a neighbor.
Wave as you drive by or are driven by. I promise, they
won’t think you are crazy.
Take good care of your home and yard. Take pride in your
neighborhood.
Be a considerate pet owner – in your home and while out
walking. Nobody likes a barking dog. Again…please keep
your dogs on a leash. It’s the law.
Be considerate of noise caused by you and/or your guests.
The best way to keep your neighbors from complaining
about the noise is to invite them to the party!
Practice parking etiquette. If you are having a lot of people
over with a lot of cars, give your neighbors a heads up. Al-
so, see above.
Watch out for each other. If you see something, say some-
thing.
UN-decorate your house. As much as we here in FG love
our holidays, they must end eventually.

I’m sure there are a million more. Just remember, great neighbors
make great neighborhoods.

- Chinese proverb

See you at the next Board Meeting, Wednesday, May 3 at 7:00PM. The next Board meeting will be

7PM via Zoom call.

May Newsletter
Volume LXVII Issue 5

http://www.FiestaGardensHoa.com
www.FiestaGardensHoa.com
mailto:editor@fiestagardenshoa.com


The Fiesta Bee           Page 2

president@fiestagardenshoa.com
Steve Strauss

vp@fiestagardenshoa.com
Christina Saenz

civic@fiestagardenshoa.com
Rich Neve

  parks@fiestagardenshoa.com
Roland Bardony

poolops@fiestagardenshoa.com
Steve Stanovcak

 poolmtc@fiestagardenshoa.com
Steve Muller

  social@fiestagardenshoa.com
Megan Sandoval

  treasurer@fiestagardenshoa.com
Steve Gross

secretary@fiestagardenshoa.com
Pam Miller

editor@fiestagardenshoa.com
Eleni Hulman

webmaster@fiestagardenshoa.com
Mariano Saenz

Last December, then council member Lee made allegations
that she had received vote trading proposals to become
mayor in exchange for supporting a certain candidate for an
open fifth seat on the council. After a monthslong investigation
the San Mateo DA found there was no evidence of explicit
statements made by an officeholder, or someone in
consideration for office, which promised a certain vote in
exchange for a perceived benefit.

https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-
county-da-s-vote-swap-probe-released/article_5a1ba752-d4f9-
11ed-afd9-7b8c693b7226.html

These findings mean that now Mayor Lee lied about
alleged backroom deals. We should expect that our
council members and local leaders hold themselves to
higher standards. I would encourage everyone to contact
the city attorney Prasiah@cityofsanmateo.org and our
council members Citycouncil@cityofsanmateo.org what
actions will be taken over this poor behavior not befitting of
an elected official.

Windy Hill Property Developers have filed an application to
develop 500 E. Fourth Ave in downtown San Mateo. They
are applying the “Builders Remedy” that allows developers
to bypass city density and height restrictions and raising a
current proposal from 75 feet to 85 feet (8 stories) with 353
units. The builder’s remedy refers to a chapter of SB 330
that says if the city doesn’t have a compliant housing
element, it can be used to avoid local zoning requirements.
It requires cities without certified housing elements to
approve any project, regardless of base zoning, as long as
that project has 20% low-income units. Windy Hill claims “If
residents don’t want it, we won’t do it”.

There is a trend of higher density and taller buildings
transforming downtown San Mateo. Future trends will be
determined by the General Plan
(https://www.cityofsanmateo.org/1537/General-Plan) - get
informed about this and let the council know what you
think of their decisions on these projects.

The pool will be opening on Saturday, May
20, weekends only, from 12:00 noon until
8:00 PM. Starting Monday, June 12, the
pool will open 7 days a week 12:00 noon until 8:00 PM.
Lap swim will be available on Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday from 11:00 AM until 12:00 noon.

Swim lessons will be starting on Monday, June 12.
Please visit our website for swim lesson registration
forms and more information on swim lessons.

Although the cabana will not be completed when the
pool opens, you  may still book pool parties. If you are
interested, please send me an email with the dates you
are interested in.

We are always looking for Lifeguards. To become a
Lifeguard you must have a lifeguard certificate, first aid, and
CPR.

Pool wristbands will be delivered to your doorstep, please
look for an envelope arriving soon.
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7 p.m., Zoom call

Deadline to get articles and ads to Bee Editor.

City Meetings will be held online via Zoom calls. For more
information on these calls, please visit

Where: Please see Public Meeting Portal for details.
When:  5:30 PM - 7:00 PM (Special Meeting)

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM (regular Meeting)

.
Where: Hybrid Meeting: Please see Public Meeting Portal
for details.
When: 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Join us at the City of San Mateo Corporation Yard and pick
up some free compost. Plant starts and seeds to swap
while supplies last. Burlap bags while supplies last (1 per
person please). Is your backyard concrete? Learn how to
make hanging planter pockets from denim or old canvas
tote bags. This project was supported in whole or in part
by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services under
the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act,
administered in California by the State Librarian.
Where: 1949 Pacific Blvd., San Mateo
When: 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Where: Hybrid Meeting: Please see Public Meeting Portal
for details.
When:  7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
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APPROVED

The FGHA Board Meeting via Zoom was called to order by Steve Strauss - President, at 7:01 PM.  Board Members in attendance
were Steve Strauss - President, Steve Stanovcak – Pool Operations, Steve Muller – Pool Maintenance, Rich Neve – Civics Director,
and Roland Bardony -- Park Director.

Cash in the operating account is $229.000.
We paid out $9,300 in the month of February. This includes $2,700 for a new tennis court screen. We have $378,000 in the
Cabana Funds/Reserve Account.
Dues collected in February were $8,500. The total collected to date is 235,000, which is 95.6% of our expected total.
Special assessment funds collected in February, $250.00.
So far, 480 Members have paid the special assessment in full, 4 are making monthly payments, and 5 are in collections.
Finances are in great shape!

Please DO NOT put leftover sandbags in the black garbage bins. We are still looking into how we can all get rid of the sand-
bags and will let you know as soon as we hear from the city.
There is a movement to recall the Mayor of San Mateo. This will cost a lot of money.

The Easter Egg Hunt will be April 8th from 9:00am to 10:30am.

The fence by the tennis courts was blown down and the estimate is $11,000. It will need to be fixed once we have dryer
weather, for safety reasons the tennis/basketball courts will be closed until the fence is repaired.

The pool will be open for weekends either May 8th or May 20th.
June 10th the pool will be open 7 days a week.
June 12th swim lessons will start.

Nothing to report.

PG&E has given us the thumbs up and will start work soon. The cabana is on track.

Denise Iskander gave us an update from the Cabana Phase II Committee.
The price and times to rent the pool cabana: during the day will be 12:30pm to 4:30pm and will cost $160.00 with a $300
deposit. For evening parties, the time will be 6:30pm to 11:00pm and the cost will be $250.00 with a $300.00 deposit.
A motion was duly made and 2nd and approved by all Board Members to approve the rates and times for parties at the pool
cabana for the summer.

The committee would like to purchase 60 black folding chairs for 41.00 each which includes tax and delivery for a total of $2,466.60.
They would also like to purchase tables and a cart to hold chairs and tables. The cart and tables will be tabled for now and more
research will be done.

Steve Gross reported:
We are officially in PG&E’s system. There will be a pre-construction meeting to discuss the new pole and wiring to the ca-
bana. We also passed the fire inspection and landscaping can start soon.
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The FGHA Board Meeting via Zoom was called to order by Steve Strauss - President, at 7:01 PM.  Board Members in attendance
were Steve Strauss - President, Steve Stanovcak – Pool Operations, Steve Muller – Pool Maintenance, Megan Sandoval – Social
Director, Christina Saenz – Vice President, and Rich Neve – Civics Director.

On a motion duly made and seconded and approved by all Board Members, the minutes of the March 8th
meeting were approved.

The Hillsdale project has questionable height and density issues.

The Easter Egg Hunt will be on April 8th. Little kids will be at 9:00am and big kids will be at 10:00am.

The pool will be open for weekends on May 20th.
All dates and info are on our website.
Forms and party info is on the website.
We are looking for lifeguards.
Parties will remain at the old rate until the cabana is finished.

Kiddie pool pump is fixed.
Parts to fix the large pump are on order.

HOA Software is being evaluated.

Our Social Director needs a budget for food trucks. Most food trucks require a minimum. Megan would like to propose up to a
$5,000 to fill minimum. This will be tabled until our next meeting.

Steve Strauss reported
Phase 2 is underway. Wood tables have been approved.

The next Meeting will be held on Zoom, Wednesday May 3rd at 7pm. The meeting was adjourned at 7:35pm.

The next Meeting will be held on Zoom, Wednesday April 5th at 7pm. The meeting was adjourned at 7:35pm.
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