Historically Speaking Fall 2015
A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity...
On Saturday, October 3, 2015 The Collingwood and District Historical Society will be celebrating
the 100th Anniversary of the Collingwood Federal Building and will also be commemorating the
October 1873 departure from the Port of Collingwood of the first 150 Recruits of the North West
Mounted Police.
The Federal Building will be open to the public for tours from 10 am to 4 pm. There will be artifacts, displays, memorabilia and information on both the History of the Federal Building and the
North West Mounted Police, who later became the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
To help commemorate this occasion, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police/Canadian Coast Guard
ship, The Constable Carriere, will be docked in the Collingwood Harbour and will be open for public tours for the day. Admission to these events will be no charge.
Interesting facts about the Federal Building:
Designed by Philip Coles Palin in the Beaux-Arts style inspired by the state finance building in Havana Cuba.
Although the style was atypical for a post office at the time, there are other notable Canadian buildings from the same
time period built in this style: The Old Montreal Stock Exchange Building (1903), The Royal Alexandra Theatre, Toronto
(1906), Alberta Legislative Building (1913), Union Station Toronto (1913-27)
The white marble used for the façade is from Trenton, Ontario
Final cost of the building when it was opened in February 1915 was $144,000
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On Sunday, June 28, 2015 a group of approximately 40 people boarded
the bus at the Heritage Church in Collingwood. Our destination was the
African Church in Oro-Medonte.
We had hoped for a bright sunny day, but of course as luck would have it
we got rain!
Inside the bus it was all sunshine, as Carolyn Wilson, our tour guide,
and her sister Sylvia our co-hostess got us started on our adventure.
After what seemed a very short bus ride, we arrived at the African
Church in Oro-Medonte.
We were met by Scott Jeremy a local councillor, who is a very passionate and knowledgeable advocate of the Church and its restoration.
The coverings on the windows ( they are boarded up to protect them
from vandals ) had been removed on two of the windows to let natural
light illuminate the inside of the church. Scott gave us a brief history of
the origins of the Church.
Tim Crawford, a local historian, spoke of the Church and his recollections of the Reverend Wilfred Sheffield and the sermons that had been
delivered from the pulpit of this humble house of worship.
The African Church is a Methodist Episcopal Church, a simple log structure, built between 1846-1849. It sits on one the first registered land
grants given to freed Black loyalists who fought in the War of 1812,
For the next 75 years Black settlers maintained the church until the
1920’s when it was abandoned. The township of Oro-Medonte assumed
ownership of the Church and small cemetery and community volunteers
have worked to preserve the Church.
In 2013 a Cultural Heritage assessment was done to determine the
structural integrity of the church. The news was not good!!!
The very survival of the church was at risk, and the Church was closed
to the Public.
A fundraising campaign: “Journey to Freedom” was established and
with the funds generated, plans are underway to restore the Church in
order for it to survive for future generations.
The Church and adjacent cemetery are designated a National Historic
Site of Canada.
To donate to the fundraising efforts please go to:
www.oro-medonte.ca/Pages/Oro-African-Methodist-Episcopal-Churchand-Fundraising-Campaign.aspx
Submitted by Kathryn Scott
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Visit to the Oro African Methodist Episcopal Church
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The North West Mounted Police
In 1873 The North West Mounted Police began a noble tradition that still holds true today.
The legends of their adventures and dedication have found their way across the world as the
Scarlett Tunics are known and respected everywhere.
In 1942 Hollywood’s Cecile B. De Mille made his first movie in colour. Its title, “The North West
Mounted Police”, starring Gary Cooper. Something tells me that the movie may have been
dramatized but nonetheless it’s an interesting indication of the legend of the NWMP.
Thirty or so years after the first 150 recruits sailed from Collingwood, Robert W. Service wrote
the poem entitled, “Clancy of The Mounted Police”. As usual with him, it goes on for several
pages. Here are the first few paragraphs:
Clancy of The Mounted Police
By Robert W. Service
In the little Crimson Manual it’s written plain and clear
That who would wear the scarlet coat shall say good-bye to fear;
Shall be a guardian of the right, a sleuth-hound of the trail –
In the little Crimson Manual there’s no such word as “fail” –
Shall follow on though heavens fall, or hell’s top-turrets freeze,
Half round the world, if need there be, on bleeding hands and knees.
It’s duty, duty, first and last, the Crimson Manual saith;
The Scarlet Rider makes reply: “It’s duty – to the death.”
And so they sweep the solitudes, free men from all the earth;
And so they sentinel the woods, the wilds that know their worth;
And so they scour the startled plains and mock at hurt and pain,
And read their Crimson Manual, and find their duty plain.
Knights of the lists of unrenown, born of the frontier’s need,
Disdainful of the spoken word, exultant in the deed;
Unconscious heroes of the waste, proud players of the game,
Props of the power behind the throne, upholders of the name:
For thus the Great White Chief hath said, “In all my lands be peace,”

And to maintain his word he gave his West the Scarlet Police.
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The CDHS looks forward to 2016!
During the last few months, the Programme Committee of the Collingwood and District Historical
Society has met on several occasions to plan its Programme of Activities for the coming year,
2016. The members of the Committee - Kathy Scott, Glenn Copeland, David Ladell and Bruce
Mackison have utilized the guidelines which have been developed by the Board of Directors over a
number of years. This practice has resulted in the excellent programmes of interesting and informative meetings that have attracted a growing number of people to the Society's activities. It is
the Committee's hope that such will be the case in 2016 - a year in which the Collingwood and
District Historical Society will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of its establishment and welcome
Rob Laverty, Executive Director of the Ontario Historical Society as one of its speakers for that
evening. This promises to be a gala occasion!
Several well-known local personalities, including Carolyn and Sylvia Wilson, George Daniels, and
Carole Stuart, as well as others from further afield, will offer presentations that deal with such diverse topics as "The Petun Natives of the Georgian Bay Shores", "The Adventurous Life of a Bush
Pilot" and "Growing up in the Fabulous and Wonderful East End of Collingwood". A new feature of
the programme will be the inclusion, on occasion, of a second brief, but informative presentation
that will provide an insight into a small but historically significant aspect of Collingwood's history.
Other rather "unusual" activities are planned as well.
The Committee hopes to release the specific details of the programme in its entirety at its final
meeting of the current year that takes place on Monday, November 2nd, 2015. The coming year
gives every promise of being one of the most active and interesting in the history of the Collingwood and District Historical Society. "Won't you join us?"

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLY
ONLINE AT:
Gaslighttheatreproductions.com
Sales begin Sept. 19– Sept. 25
$40 per ticket
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Executive of the
Collingwood and
District Historical
Society

Social Time

Coffee and cookies are provided at our meetings. We invite members and guests to stay at the completion of our meetings and enjoy
a social time.
Meeting Cancellation Policy If one of our meetings has to be can-

Officers for 2015-2016
President – David
Ladell
Past President-Bruce
Mackison
Vice President – Glenn
Copeland
Secretary – Peter Case
Treasurer – Joan Miller

celled due to inclement weather or conditions beyond our control,
notice of cancellation will be by telephone and/or email and the general public by radio announcement. In addition, a notice will be
placed on the main door of the Leisure Time Club. A notice will also
be posted on our Facebook Page(s). If there is a last minute cancellation by a speaker, everything possible will be done to have the
meeting take place as scheduled.

Meetings begin at 7 pm. At the Leisure Time Club,
Minnesota St., Collingwood.
All upcoming meetings are listed on our website:
Historicallyspeakingcdhs.ca

Members at Large:
Selby Boyd
Betty Donaher
Chris Gough
Irene Pradyszczuk
Kathy Scott

Transportation If you are in need of transportation to attend a

CDHS meeting, please phone 705-446-1820 or 705-445-1119 and a
ride will be arranged for you.
Newsletters – Anyone with an article for a future CDHS newsletter, please
forward the item to Newsletter Editor, Irene Pradyszczuk at email:
jazikids@hotmail.com

Susan Warner
Any thoughts, ideas or
suggestions helpful to
our society
please pass them on to
an executive member

UPCOMING MEETING
Memberships are due in January each year – If you have not already sent in your
renewal for 2015, won’t you please do so now. Thank you.
To become a member of the Collingwood and District Historical Society, or renew
your membership, please complete this application.
Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………
Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Tel #:……………………………….. Email: ……………………………………………….
Membership: Single ($20.00)………………………………………………………………...
Couples & Corporate ($30.00)……………………………………………………………….
I would be interested in working with the Society in areas pertaining to:
[_] Programs [_] Special Events [_] Publicity [_] Membership
[_] Other
Please mail with cheque or money order to: Collingwood & District Historical
Society, Box 181 Collingwood, ON. L9Y 3Z5
Payments can also be made on PAYPAL through the website:
www.collingwoodhistoricalsociety.ca
“Supported by a grant from the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and
Sport”
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