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It was nearly midnight when sur-
geon Stephen Dunn got the call: A
young woman was dead, but with
luck her liver could save another
person's life. While Dunn raced
through the streets of Philadelphia
to pick up the organ and prepare to
transplant it, he thought of two
boys who were near death and the
wrenching choice he faced. A

Should he give the liver to 8-
month-old Steven Nuss, the more
seriously ill of the two? Or was
there a decent chance to save both
Steven and 4-year-old Waldo Gar-
cia, whose time also was running
short?

Dunn rolled the dice. He sliced
the liver in two and transplanted a
piece into each child.

The rare, risky operation on Oct.
25 at St. Christopher's Hospital for
Children not only gave the two chil-

dren a chance to see Christmas this
year and for many mofe to come, it
also forged a unique bond between
two youths—and between two fam-
ilies—whose back are as
different as any can be.

Steven is from a virt
white oommumty in rv

the two boys a month age
mothers held hands, They €rie
gether, learned a lot about
other, and found out even
about themselves. a

“l was sure she was feeling the
%anlg things 1 was,; Leslie 1a,

0's mother, sai thm@mn in-

terpreter. “The same fears, the
same desires.”

Michelle Nuss, Steven's

also had that certainty during those
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Limits Test
= A term-limit provision in
Arkansas will be the subject
of argument Tuesday in the
first such case toreach the -
r Supreme Court.
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The ‘Martyr’ Who Killed -
Militant Islamic Cousins Took Different Pqths

By Barton Gellman
Washington Post Foreign Service

KALKILYA West Bank—For

- —membad Jn atan

Israel, not to slay his enemies but to
build their houses in illegal construc-
tion jobs. Souwi, the son of Abatli's
mother’s brother, left his home and
neighharhood and disappeared into a
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tense hours, and she has ever since.
“Even though we don't speak the
same language, the emotions are the
same,” she said. “We're all human.
We all bleed red.”

The split-liver operation that
Dunn performed is possible because
the liver usually can regenerate it-
self after being cut to a smaller size.
It was the fourth liver-splitting oper-
ation Dunn had performed; only
about a dozen such operations are
documented in this country, he said.

The technique was tried briefly at
the University of Chicago in the late
1980s, but the survival rate was
poor. Dunn says some European sur-
geons have improved the technolo-
gy, and all eight of his recipients are
doing well.

Dunn, who says he knows of no
other surgeons performing the same
operation in this country, hopes oth-
ers will follow as the shortage of do-
nated organs worsens.

“We had kids dying on our waiting
list,” said Dunn. “This is an impor-
tant step forward.”

As is the case with most trans-
plants, the donor was anonymous.
Officials of the Philadelphia area or-

gan donation network say only that

it was a woman in her thirties. But,
the officials add, her pancreas, both
kidneys, part of a lung and her heart
were given to other desperately ill
people. The recipients are black,
white and Latino; they are young,
middle-aged and elderly.

The Garcia family, which came to
Alexandria from Santa Cruz, Bolivia,
had found no doctor in their home-
land who could properly diagnose
and treat Waldo’s biliary atresia.
The disease causes the bile ducts to
become blocked.

Leslie and Waldo Garcia came to
the United States on temporary vi-
sas to seek better medical care for
Waldo.

“I had no money, no friends," re-
called Leslie Garcia, 42. “T felt like I
fell out of the sky." Local Latino
groups helped her, but the medical
news was no better: Without a trans-
plant, Waldo would die.

A District-based nonprofit group,
El Banquete del Millon y del Amor,
raised most of the $200,000 Waldo
needed for transplant surgery, Non-
Latino residents of the region con-
tributed about $75,000, and most of
the rest was raised from local Lati-
nos—including a check for
$100,000 from one man who insist-
2d on anonymity,

But no amount of money could

uy a liver. And Waldo was behind

Leslle Garcia, left, with Waldo, says the transplant changed her views of Americ:

Steven Nuss on the waiting list, be-
cause Steven was in worse shape.

The Nuss family, which has lived
in Honesdale, in the northeast cor-
ner of Pennsylvania, for four genera-
tions, also leaned on its community
for financial help. Pancake break-
fasts and firehouse fund drives pro-
duced the money for surgery.

As the weeks passed, Dunn told
the families of another option, should
no suitable organ become available
through accidental death: The sur-
geon could remove part of the
healthy liver of Waldo's father, Wal-
do Sr., or Steven's father, Keith, for
transplant to their own child. That
would be a last resort, because of
the danger to the adults. The fami-
lies agonized, and waited.

When the phone rang late on Oct.
24, Dunn and Kathleen Falkenstein,

* the transplant coordinator at St.

s, conferred. The dead
woman had the proper blood type;
the liver probably would be large
enough to be separated.

But would it be healthy enough to
use for both boys? That could be de-
termined only after it was cut.

As Dunn left to pick up the organ
from another Philadelphia area hos-
pital, the the decision had been made

to tell Steven's family that a liver
was available, but to tell Waldo's
family only that one might be avail-
able.

It would be several more hours
before a biopsy showed that Waldo
would be able to receive the second
piece,

Excitement mixed with fear as the
17-hour operation began, with side-
by-side operating rooms and two
medical teams. Dunn's secretary,
Alma Ortiz, who is bilingual, went to
the waiting room to check on Wal-
do's parents about one hour into sur-
gery. The two mothers, who had just
met, were seated together, hand in
hand.

When one would become particu-
larly distraught, the other would
touch her arm or shoulder, or make
a gesture of comfort. Hardly a word
of English or Spanish was ex-
changed, Oriz recalled. None was
needed.

In the three hours it took Dunn to
slice through and minimize bleeding
in the donor organ, another doctor
removed Waldo's liver in prepara-
tion for transplant. Waldo's mother

that she be able to see his

m
“T touched Waldo's Hver she said.
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ans. Michelle Nuss said Steven's opefation made her realize how little contact she has had with other ethnic groups

“1 wanted to see what was causing
him all that pain.”

As the evening of the 25th wore
on, the elder Waldo began giving
Michelle Nuss the thumbs-up sign
after hearing from medical person-
nel that the operation was going
well,

“He would say, ‘Steven good,
yes?’” Nuss would reply with the
same gesture, saying, “Waldo good,

»

In her diary, Nuss, 28, recalled
wondering that night about the na-
tionality of the woman whose liver
was helping the twao boys. Would it
matter if the dead woman were
white, black, Latino, none of the
above, she asked herself. Would a
member of the Ku Klux Klan refuse
t life-saving transplant if the only do-
nor were black, she mused.

As she examined her own views,
she realized how little contact she
tad had with other ethnic groups
furing her life.

To see the strength and determi-
iation in the eyes of Waldo's par-
mnts, to learn that Waldo Sr. had
yeen an accountant in Bolivia,
‘changed my thinking. A Jot."

Previously, Nuss said, she had on-
y the yaguest notion about Latinos:

“T thought of poor and deprived.
Streets of dirt.”

The preconception that Leslie
Garcia had about Americans also
was in for revision, she said. In Bo-
livia, “I had heard a lot of people
comment that people in the U.S.
were cold, very non-caring. Every-
thing was calculated.

“Now I see people here are very
humanitarian,” she said. “It changed
my whole way of thinking. People in
the U.S. have a big heart."

The mothers discovered that each
has a girl, nearly 2 years old, who
has been watched by their fathers at
home for much of the past month
while the mothers slept in their sick
children’s hospital rooms.

“We have so many things in com-
mon,” Michelle Nuss said to Leslie
Garcia last week.

As the boys recovered from the
transplants, Waldo's thoughts often
turned to Steven. "Every day he
asks me, ‘Can I go see Steven
now?' " said Leslie Garcia.

Waldogavesmvenamé'ﬁﬂswurdas
a symbol of the younger 's cou-
rageousness. Steven presented Wal-
do with a guintessential American
gift—a Mr. Potatohead.

Waldo returned to Alexandria last

Friday; Steven is expected to be :%-
leased from the hospital soo
Through a translator, Waldo saﬁ
that he was happy to share an orga
with Steven and hopes they can o
main close. “I want to see hin
again,” Waldo said. .

Both boys will require frequet
medical checkups for as long as
live, Dunn said. Because so few sp!
liver operations have been do
there isn't enough information
predict their life spans, he noted. \
series of transplants might be neer
P :

Right now, that doesn’t seem )
bother the Nuss family. “What an #
credible thing—to look at my sa
and see his color coming back to ng-
mal,” said Michelle Nuss, teab
streaming down her cheeks.
ever time we have will be a bles-
ing.”

Leslie Garcia smiled as she ca-
templated the future of the two far
ilies, even after hers returns to
livia: “We can send pictures back
forth . .. They will be togeth(

again.
“I don’t know where or whenl
just know it will be done.”
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