In preparing this Summer's sermons on Job, 


I was encouraged that we were on the right track preaching wise, 



when earlier sermon series showed up in the commentary notes.  


Each week, 



we at least passed a reference from Genesis, 



or an idea from the Sermon on the Mount, 



or touched on a topic from what it means to be the church 




and the creation mandate.  

So it is with all of these connections still laying out there, 

with their connection to our Job text, 


that I took up writing another sermon on Job.  

I promise, 


when I get back, 

I will preach a week on Luke 


and then spend all of Advent in Matthew.  

While I am gone, 


you will get to live in the book of Ephesians 



as Matt, Jan, and Meredith 



walk with you in that text.

The piece that I want to try draw together today is


 the creation mandate 


and our role in it as people of God 



who have to live and deal with 




a world that is actually bringing trouble upon us.

The creation mandate comes out, 


from the fact that Job and his three friends 



spent a lot of time pondering the question from Psalm 8:4 and 144:3 , 

“What is man, 


that you God care for him 


or are mindful of him.  

The son of man 


that you care 


or think of him?” 

Job twice asked those words in 7:17, 

“What is man that you make so much of him, 



that you give him so much attention,  

and 31:2.  

For what is man’s lot from God above, 



his heritage from the Almighty on high? 
Eliphaz also tried to reframe Job's thinking in 15:14, 


asking who he thought he was as a man, 



“What is man, 




that he could be pure, 



or one born of woman, 




that he could be righteous?”

This question of 


“What is man,” 

fits in with our larger question, 


“Can man love God for nothing?”  

For if man is as Eliphaz says, 


“Impure, 


unrighteous, 


and God has no trust in him,” 

then the creation mandate, 


the idea that we were placed here on earth in the image of God 



to bring about God's creative influence upon the world we live in, 




is eliminated.  

With the reason God created us ceasing to exist, 


we are left to wonder, 



why are we still here?  

Eliphaz is not wrong that we are not pure, 


not righteous, 


and that God has reason to question our loyalty to him.  

But that does not mean that God has given up on us.  


That God is doing 


and has done what is necessary 



to make us pure and righteous, 



and loves us even though we are not worthy of his trust.  


That is the definition of unconditional love. 

This perspective of man 


is one of the places where Job needs to correct Eliphaz's thinking.

Job's thinking grows from his first speech in chapter 7 


to his last in 31.  

In Chapter 7, 


Job is aware of God's presence 


and the value of man, 



and he is trying to figure out why God has nothing better to do 




than bother and mess up little old Job's life.  

He asks God, 


“Why have you made me your target?  



Have I become a burden to you?”  

By Chapter 31, 


he has moved past Eliphaz's and his own questions, 



and is asking for God to show him where he went wrong.  

“What is man's love from God above?


...let God weigh me in honest scales 


and he will know that I am blameless-”  

Now if Job really is blameless, 


then our creation mandate still holds.  

And Eliphaz is wrong, 


God can 


and does still trust us.  

Job is right to be asking, 


“God why are you doing this?”  

He is right in asking that question, 


because at times, 



these challenges that come upon us as God's children 



really seem to hamper our work in building his kingdom.  




At least at the time.

So when we look at God's responses, 


we hear God spending an awful lot of time talking to Job about creation.  



Asking him if he knows when the mountain goats have their young, 



who let the donkey go free, 



and how will the wild ox be forced to work?'  


Asking him if he has figured out the weather yet, 



“Have you ever given order to the morning, 



have you journeyed to the springs of the sea, 



have you comprehended the vast expanses of the earth, 



have you entered the storehouses of snow?”  




And the list goes on.  

Couched in these seemingly rhetorical questions is an actual question.  


“Why not Job?”

When we look at what God told us to do 


when he made us in his image, 


blessed us 


and said to us, 



“Be fruitful and increase in number; 



fill the earth and subdue it. 



Rule over the fish of the sea 




and the birds of the air 



and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

God's questions to Job 


are reminding him of his original calling as a human.  

Job has been successful in the handling of his family, 


his career, 


and the other parts of domestic life.  

But all of the animals mentioned by God, 


except the horse, 



are all wild.  

Job has not spent time in those areas.  


He has no control or knowledge of those areas.  

Job is fulfilling half of his calling well, 


but not all of his calling.  

It is like a doctor who is really good a diagnosing.  


Great, 



but I also want her to be able to prescribe the cure, 



not just identify the problem.  

Like Job, 


they are only addressing half the issue.

The half that we are ignoring, 


causes all kinds of issues.  

For Job alone, 


two of the forces of nature are what caused desolation.  



Fire from the sky took out his sheep and servants.  



A mighty wind killed all of his children.  

These two acts of God, 


along with the Sabeans and Chaldeans, 



wild people who did not know God, 




wiped out all that Job had.

As much as Job did have things in order, 


there was still more that God was calling him to do.  

God doesn't just want us to have our little world's in order.  


In God's calling of us, 



he made us in His Image.  




We are his statues, 




his image bearers.  

The way the world tends to work is, 


we create a temple for our God 


and we place statues of that God inside the temple 



to reflect the glory of that god.  

That tendency comes from the way we were created. 


 Yahweh made his temple, 



this earth, 


and then he put his statues in that temple, 



you and I made in his image, 




to reflect the glory of God.  





This God who made all the animals, 






who made the planets, 






the stars and the sun, 






who created the forces of nature that occur on the earth.  

We have a calling to understand and interact 


with these things as part of our calling.  

Not just the domestic ones that we have control over 


and feel safe with.  

But also the wild things as well.  


Our weather forecasters, 


biologists, 


chemists, 


and foresters are filling a portion of our natural calling.  

They are able to do what they do, 


because it is part of our calling.  

We know that one day, 


the lion, 



a wild animal, 


will lay down with the lamb, 



and domesticated animal.  

When the Lord returns, 


we will not kick out all of the scary animals, 


but they will be there among us, 



fully under our care again, 




even though they are wild.

This calling of ours, 


is hard to fulfill.  

We want the question to be, 


“What does God owe us for loving him?”  

If that is our perspective, 


we do end up asking the question, 



“Can man love God for no reason.”  

However, 


if we stay focused on our original calling, 



to reflect the glory of God, 



to be creative stewards of this planet 




and the people, 




creatures, 




and things God put upon it, 



that question does not even come into play.

Remember, the person who raised the question about ability to love was not God, 


but Satan.  

God was content and happy 


with Job serving him the way he was.  

Satan assumed that Job was only doing because of the benefits God was giving him, 


the hedge around him.  

The hedge being removed caught Job by surprise 


and caused him to reflect on why he was acting the way he did.  

But when we look at what Job had been doing, 


his list of actions is a paraphrase of Isaiah's hope of the suffering servant 



in chapter 61 



and at Luke 14.  

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 


because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. 


He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 



and recovery of sight for the blind, 


to release the oppressed, 


to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
As Isaiah continues on from where Luke left off, 


we hear of  



“the day of vengeance of our God,” 


but also 



“to comfort all who mourn, 




providing for those who grieve in Zion— 





bestowing on them a crown of beauty 






instead of ashes, 





the oil of gladness 






instead of mourning, 





and a garment of praise 






instead of a spirit of despair. 



They will be called oaks of righteousness, 




a planting of the Lord for,” 


hear this closely,



 “for the display of his splendor.”  




There is that reflecting the image of God again.  

Then Isaiah immediately picks up the creative bit again.  


Us working with our hands to help God's temple reflect God's majesty and power.  



Verse 4 reads, 




“They will rebuild the ancient ruins 





and restore the places long devastated; 




they will renew the ruined cities 





that have been devastated for generations.”  

We don't know from Job who he got to shepherd the flocks, 


but Isaiah tells us, 



“Aliens will shepherd your flocks; 



foreigners will work your fields and vineyards.”  

Then, as we hear the epilogue being repeated some more, 


we hear verse 6, 


just like Job, 



we “will be called priests of the Lord, 




you will be named ministers of our God. 



You will feed on the wealth of nations, 




and in their riches you will boast.”  
What is more, 


“Instead of their shame 



my people will receive a double portion,” 


just as Job did.  


“and instead of disgrace 



they will rejoice in their inheritance;” 


again, 



just as Job did in naming his daughters.  


“and so they will inherit a double portion in their land, 



and everlasting joy will be theirs.”  

Mainly because they are not concerned with what the Lord has done for them, 


but just who the Lord is.  

And Isaiah reminds us of who the Lord is.  


“For I, 



the Lord, 




love justice; 




I hate robbery and iniquity. 



In my faithfulness 




I will reward them 




and make an everlasting covenant with them. 

God loves us 


and has made an everlasting covenant with us.  

We get caught up in the question of 


is God worth loving?  



Can I just love God without a reason.  

My hope is 


that you have someone in your life that you realize you love them, 



despite who they are.  

If you love anyone, 


that is the case.  

For as Eliphaz reminded us when he talked about man, 


man is impure and unrighteous.  

But man is also made in God's image 


to reflect who God is.  

And God loved us while we were still sinners. 


For while we were imperfect, 



Christ died for us.  

Our first calling was to do the same.  


That calling has never left.  

We know our world changes when we start serving others instead of ourselves. 


Many of you have let me know 



my world is going to change in the next month or so, 



when we have a little one to serve.  


But that calling is just the beginning.  

Learning to serve Lisa over the past 2.5 years 


has been preparing me to serve others.  

Serving baby She-Rex 


will make me a better servant of others.  

Serving others 


will make me a stronger servant of our God and His Kingdom.

Just like God's interaction with Job, 


calling us to serve 



is preparing us to do what we were created to do.  

Questions about purpose and reason for doing so, 


only muddy the waters.  

Sometimes it can be helpful to muddy the waters, 


as long as you are willing to stay put long enough 



for the unimportant things to settle 



and the water to clear.  

If you are not in a place to do so, 


it is best to trust God that he is worthy to be loved by us.  

Thankfully for us, 


Job was patient enough. 



Eventually the water cleared, 




and he took on the the calling of God again 



and pursued it with the rest of his life.  


May we do the same.
