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Elon Musk escalates his feud with 
MAGA loyalists over H-1B visas

President-elect Donald Trump’s back-
ers in Silicon Valley are at odds with 
his MAGA loyalists over a key issue: 
immigration.

In recent days, Elon Musk and others 
in the tech sector have voiced sup-
port for H-1B visas, which allow US 
companies to hire highly skilled work-
ers from overseas. Their comments 
angered Trump backers who favor 
stricter immigration rules.

Musk’s latest response to the backlash 
came late Friday in an expletive-laden 
X post. He said an H-1B visa allowed 
him and others to build “SpaceX, Tesla 
and hundreds of other companies that 
made America strong.”

“I will go to war on this issue the likes 
of which you cannot possibly compre-
hend,” he posted.

Trump appeared to side with Musk on 
Saturday, telling The New York Post 
that he has “always liked the visas.”

“I have many H-1B visas on my prop-
erties. I’ve been a believer in H-1B. I 
have used it many times. It’s a great 
program,” he said.

In 2020, Trump authorized a freeze on 
visas, including the H-1B, in what his 
administration said was an attempt to 
reserve jobs for Americans amid the 
economic hardships brought on by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

The debate over H-1Bs began after 
Trump offered Sriram Krishnan, a 
Chennai-born, Indian American in-
vestor, a role as a senior policy advisor 
for artificial intelligence.

Krishnan, who recently lived in Lon-
don while leading an expansion of the 
venture capital firm A16z, moved to 
the United States after graduating from 
college in India and worked at several 
tech firms, including Microsoft, Twit-
ter, and Meta.

Criticism has largely come from 
anonymous social media accounts 
— one X post asked if anyone had 
voted “for this Indian to run America,” 
prompting a defense from Trump’s AI 
and crypto czar, David Sacks.

Krishnan’s appointment has prompted 
a wider debate on the merits of H-1B 

visas.

Some tech leaders who 
have been deeply critical 
of illegal immigration have 
stepped up to defend immigra-
tion policies that allow high-skilled 
foreign workers to stay in the United 
States legally.

Musk said on Thursday his priority 
was bringing in top engineering talent 
legally — saying it is “essential for 
America to keep winning.”

“Thinking of America as a pro sports 
team that has been winning for a long 
time and wants to keep winning is the 
right mental construct,” he wrote on 
X.

“America rose to greatness over the 
past 150 years, because it was a meri-
tocracy more than anywhere else on 
Earth. I will fight to my last drop of 
blood to ensure that it remains that 
land of freedom and opportunity,” he 
added later.

Musk’s co-lead at the Department of 
Government Efficiency, Vivek Ramas-
wamy, also took to X on Thursday to 

ar-
gue 

that tech 
companies 

of- ten hire foreign-
born engineers to avoid 
what he called an American 
culture that has “venerated mediocrity 
over excellence for way too long.”

“A culture that celebrates the prom 
queen over the math olympiad champ, 
or the jock over the valedictorian, will 
not produce the best engineers,” he 
wrote in a nearly 400-word post.

In a later post, he said immigration 
rules should be reformed more ef-
fectively to funnel talent to the United 
States. The H-1B system was not effec-
tive, he said, and “should be replaced 
with one that focuses on selecting the 
very best of the best.”

REST IN PEACE

Page 15
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Recognition of Dr. Shehzad: 
A Heroic Act That Saved a Life 

We would like to extend our 
deepest gratitude and admi-
ration to Dr. Shehzad, a dis-
tinguished eye Surgeon from 
Dallas, Texas, USA, for his 
quick thinking and heroic ac-
tions that saved the life of an 
infant during a pilgrimage to 
Makkah, Saudi Arabia. 
 
The incident occurred in the 
early hours of the morning at 
the open seating area of the 
Anjum Hotel in Makkah. An 
Indonesian family on their pil-
grimage was enjoying a peace-
ful moment when their infant 
suddenly began to choke on 
food. The child quickly became 

unresponsive and lifeless, leav-
ing the family and friends in 
sheer panic, desperately crying 
out for help. 
 
In this critical moment, Dr. 
Shehzad, who was nearby, im-
mediately sprang into action. 
With calmness and precision, 
he performed back blows and 
administered CPR on the 
infant. After several tense at-
tempts, the child finally began 
to breathe again, to the im-
mense relief and gratitude of 
the parents and those present. 
 
Dr. Shehzad’s quick response, 
medical expertise, and cour-

age in the face of an 
emergency exemplify 
true heroism. His self-
less act not only saved 
the life of a child but 
also brought comfort 
and hope to a family 
during their sacred 
pilgrimage. 
 
We are incredibly 
proud of Dr. Shehzad 

for his extraordinary efforts 
and for embodying the high-
est ideals of compassion and 
humanity. His actions serve 
as a powerful reminder of the 
importance of preparedness 
and kindness, even in the most 
unexpected situations. 
 
Dr. Shehzad, thank you for 
your life-saving intervention 
and for being an inspiration to 
us all. 
 
Allah bless him and his family 
his parents. 
Health wealth success prosper-
ity

Al Rajhi Donation

Sulaiman bin 
Abdul Aziz 
Al Rajhi, 
co-founder 
of Al Rajhi 
Bank, has 
earned rec-
ognition for 
donating the 
majority of 
his wealth 
to charity, 
making a 
remarkable impact with his generosity.
His dedication to helping others has in-
spired people worldwide. With a current 
net worth of $590 million, he has divided 
his fortune, giving half to his children 
and the other half to various charitable 
causes. His foundation supports educa-
tion, healthcare, religion, and social wel-
fare. At 95 years old, his unwavering self-
lessness continues to serve as a powerful 
example of generosity and commitment. 
His actions have left a lasting legacy of 
compassion and philanthropy.
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Is Your Future Secure? A Moment of Neglect Can 

Lead to a Lifetime of Regret 
By:Shawkat Mohammed

Sometimes, a tragic incident 
reminds us of life’s harsh realities. 
Recently, a significant event involv-
ing a prominent figure in the health 
insurance industry sent shockwaves 
across the nation, exposing flaws in 
a system that often prioritizes prof-
its over people’s well-being. This 
incident serves as a wake-up call 
we can no longer ignore. It’s time to 
recognize the importance of insur-
ance and take it seriously. In today’s 
unpredictable world, medical 
emergencies can strike at any time, 
causing severe financial distress. 
Unfortunately, many people still 
underestimate the importance of 
insurance and protection plans. 
Without proper coverage, a sud-
den health crisis can devastate both 
physical and financial well-being. 
Insurance isn’t just about selecting 
a policy; it’s about understanding 
what you truly need based on your 
health and life stage. Terms like 
deductibles, copays, coinsurance, 
and coverage networks are not just 
technical jargon — they determine 
your access to essential medi-

cal services when you need them 
most. Ignorance about these terms 
can lead to overwhelming medical 
bills or even denied treatments. As 
an experienced insurance profes-
sional, I’ve seen countless people 
struggle due to misinformation 
or misleading advice. Insurance 
companies often prioritize profits, 
leaving consumers confused and 
frustrated. My mission is not just to 
sell policies but to educate, guide, 
and empower you to make deci-
sions that secure your future. From 
health and disability insurance to 
business and asset protection, my 
services are designed to safeguard 
your family, business, and financial 
future. The time to act is now. Stop 
leaving your well-being to chance 
and build a foundation of finan-
cial security — before it’s too late. 
If you have questions about your 
insurance plan or are unsure about 
the right coverage for you, I’m here 
to help. Call today at 817-320-9439, 
and together we’ll create a protec-
tion plan tailored to your unique 
needs. 

Secure Your Future — 
Before It’s Too Late.
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A prayer and condolence gathering 
held in Dallas-Fort Worth, USA

 
Report by: Shoaib Khan 
For Asia Times.US 
 
In the U.S. state of Texas, a prayer and condo-
lence event was held on November 26, 2024, 
Sunday, in Dallas-Fort Worth, following the call 
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Imran 
Khan to observe Martyrs’ Day. 
 
The event began with Hafiz Umar reciting verses 
84 to 86 from Surah Al-Baqarah of the Quran, 
which speak against oppression and cruelty. 
After the recitation, PTI officials and members 
paid heartfelt tributes to the martyrs. They also 
demanded justice and legal action against those 
responsible for the tragedy. 
 
Dr. Nasrullah Khan, a pioneer of PTI in Dallas-
Fort Worth, and core committee member Qazi 
Latif, expressed their sadness, anger, and grief 
over the cruelty faced by innocent and peaceful 
Pakistani citizens. The emotional atmosphere 
left many participants in tears, with sorrow and 
frustration visible on every face. 
 
Stage Secretary Shoaib Khan also expressed 
controlled but deep anger and grief. Toward the 
end, Syed Usman Shah led a heartfelt prayer in 

a trembling voice, asking Allah to elevate the 
ranks of the martyrs, heal the injured, and free 
the missing and innocent prisoners. 
 
The attendees were overcome with emotions, 
praying with tears in their eyes and seeking Al-
lah’s mercy. 
 
Remember: 
“Call upon Allah, give no one pain, for Allah is 
the master of the world—fear Him always.”
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After 35 years college friends meet in Dallas. Abbas Jamal, Sultan 
Tajammul, Sajid Rafi Farooqui .sajid raof.Kaleem. Arif

December  OBITUARIES

 Br Zaheer Siddiqui

Mir Hadi Ali, P.E. 
President at Mir Consulting 
Engineers, LLC & Owner, The 
Goddard School of Prosper.

Imran Aziz Mian performing Qawali in Dallas
Left pic: Irfan bhai, Azeem A. Quadeer, CEO Asia Times US, 
Mohammed Hameed, President HSNT, shamim bhai and Adnan Shaik, 
event organizer and Azim Ahmed National Promoter

Last committee of 2024 organized by Khurrum Monga. Hosts Azeem A. Quadeer and Hameed Baig welcomed the members
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Inna Lillahi wa Inna Ilayhi Raji’un (To Allah we belong, and to Him 
we shall return). 
We regret to inform you of the passing of Maaz Tariq Sultan, beloved 
son of Tariq Sultan. Please join us to offer our prayers and pay our 
respects.
Maaz is on the far left
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Medical Beds, wheel Chairs and 
other equipment loaned FREE to 
underprivileged people in 
Hyderabad, India
You use it until you are free of illness
Contact: 
Mr. Ateeq 995 120 7710 (Hyd)
Mr. Azeem: WA# 00 1219 588 1538

Offers
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Allahka Fazal
Muhammad Imran Tahir
Mohamed G Lata
Ash Deiri-Terek Kadowr
DjRoy Roy
Ayman Jaber / Said Motawea
Stephen S Adkins
Shy Khan
Kamran Khan
Rachana S
Jiaa Jabbar
Vikash Rungta
Parvathi Gangireddy/Shanker 
Mareddy
Shaihla Umar / Alim Akhtar / 
Rameez Kaukab
Zameer Mohammed
Manuel Tilca
Mohd Tabrase / Sanjay Rao / 
Mir Amjed Ali

Bobby Panuganti/ Seema Ti-
wari/Anil Savarapu
Manoj Kumar Govindan
Maruf Alam Show
Ganesh Kar/Tijendra Kumar
Hitesh Gandhi
Narayan Mahajan
Mubashir Faruqi / Samad Rafe 
/ Zameer Mohammed
Deepak Kaithakkapuzha
Javaria Jabeen
Anjali Desai/Bhavini Sreeniv-
asan/Megha Vyas
Ali Siraj/Kamran Siddiqui
Moe Khdier
Shaw Memmon
Sadia Khan/Kami Jee
Nazia Khan/ Sajjad Fecto
Prince Patel
danyal Khan / Umar Khalid/
Zeshan Ahmed
Sohni Rahim/Awais Iqbal/Ma-
jid Khan
DB Dulhania Shy Khan
Deeja Isaac / Prabhot Gill / 
Sunny Chopra
Nirav Ghunchala- Navpreet 
Kaur kang
Nimish Pathak/Vinod Kali
Shazia Saleem
Shradha Balakrishna/Zeshan 
Hussein/Kavita, Sreedhar
Shy Khan
Qusai Rasheed

Rizwan Elahi- Soaib Ummar-
Israr Ahmad
RIZWAN Elahi
Kashmir Virk/Jasbir S Sethi
Mohamoud Egal
Mohsin Choudhry / Sana Ch
Shakir Bhai
Pervaiz Bhatti / Uzma Sabir / 
Fatimah Hoque
Idrees Hadi
Rosy Dodd
Farhath Hussain
Jacob Thomas
Sangeeta Malik
Imrana Begg/Raza Bagg/ Aye-
sha Hussain
Inamullah Khan Sherwani
Sami Khan
Inam Bokhari / Aatirah Ha-
meed
Altaf Bukhari / Faisal Saiyed
Anwer Nawaab/Mohammed 
Imran Ali/Taher Bin Jaffar
Mamta Sahta-vick Sahota
Rafia Omair/Rizzi Butt/Omair 
Hashmi
Imran Ali
Sajid Siddiqui / Zeba Salman
Raj Mehta/ Nigam Mehta
Manjeet Singh
Indian Community San Diago
Bibhasha Ojha-Rohan Raj
Seema Garg
Kalpesh Soni
Nishu Vasireddy/ Venu Red-
dyManyam/Kishore Ramaraju

Nisse Packianathan Jaya Ku-
mar/Victor Samuel Nathan
Jagdeep Nayyar
Sanjeev Saini
Sunny Singh
Rani Goldy Singh
Noman Sadiq-Vikrant Kumar

Anup Puthenveedu
Preeti Malik Arora / Yogshri 
Jetan Arora
Prasad Royal / Ramadevi Arza
Shahid Amin
Krishna Puttaparthi-Anu 
benakatti
Mohin uddin Mohammad
Shiby Roy/Ginsmon Zacharia/
Anil, Mathew
Sailaja Mantripragada-swapna 

Kiran- Priya Mota
Swapna Kiran / Priya Mota
Nusrath Mehdi Khan / Fouzia 
Zahoor
Ishfaq Khan / Boxer Bhai
Boxer Bhai
Mohammed Alsabah / Mo-
hammad Farhan
Ashfaq Hussain Syed/Aiman 
Beg/ Aadil Farid
Clay Chip Smith

Deepak Kumar

Vlad Kulpinski
 Rana Rao-Pradeep Bharudkar
Wasi Rabbani / Suleman Mo-
hammed
Syed Shoaib Ahmed
Bibi Khan/ Mohammad Im-
ran Tahir
Faheem Hayat
Mammatha Vamshi
Munir Pervaiz/Nasreen 
rrvaiz/ Iftekhar Ahmed
Sunny Khehra
Muhammad Akram Ismail/
Sonia Omer
Muhammad Ismail / Sonia 

Omer
Pomil Singh/Manan singh 
Katohara
Balvanth Reddy
Mohd Tabrase
Eileen Riddle / Lupe Domin-
guez
Mohd Jabbar
Venu Gopal Reddy / Gopi 
Krishna
Asif Alikhan
Areedo Ayad
Khawaja Ashraf
Shweta Dhawan
Jude Miranda -Mohammed 
Arif
Ali Khan
Syed Adeeb
Shakeel Khaleel Baig

Zahid Imran / Nadeem 
Ahmed Bajwa / Muhammad 
Iqbal
Murali Talluri
Gaurav Singla
Noreen Gilani / Marriam 
Tahir

We would like to Thank these 
Admins of FaceBook Groups who 
let us to post Asia Times in their 

Groups 
If we missed you please contact us
mdmukhtarali2001@gmail.com 

EditorAsiaTimes@gmail.com
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IFTEKHAR SHAREEF PAGE

At Ravindra bharathi 100 th birthday of Mohammad Rafi Sahab’s , seen is Sarwat ali sahab and Shujath Ali Sahab the organisers

Wedding ceremony of Saber Quadri Sahab’s daughter at Metro classic garden, Aramghar , Hyderabad, seen with Iftekhar Shareef is Ahmed Qaudri of 
Kohinoor group , Abrar Quadri and Saber Quadri

Marriage ceremony of niece of Abdul Qader business man , seen with Iftekhar Shareef is groom , Abdul Qader , ESA 
Misri , Noor Syed

Marriage ceremony of daughter of Zakir Quershi businessman from Pune , at Red Rose Garden , Nampally, Hyderabad. 
Seen in pic with Iftekhar Shareef is Zakir Quareshi , Azmatullah Hussaini Wakf Board Chairman, Government of Telangana, Mohammed Saleem busi-
nessman and former Wakf Board  chairman, Telangana state .

with K. Kavitha a former 
Member of Parliament in the 
Lok Sabha for the Nizamabad 
constituency.
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Mubashir Sayeed’s wedding reception. He’s the son of Dr Siftur Sayeed. 
Prominant attendees were MIM president Wasif ullah Quadri, Chicago in charge.  Khan Saif Khan, 
Moin baig MD,  Rafi kidwai, Khaled osmani, Azeem Shareef  and others 

Fareed Sabiri, Editor in chief, Common 
news with his Grandson Isa Sabiri Rashid 
Son of Haroon Rashid and Fariha Fatima 
Sabiri 

Ahmed Ilyas Sharief and Mohammed 
Naseeruddin, proud and humble Dads of the 
grooms. Ahmed Nomaan Sharief, MS Miami, 
FL and Mohammed Ameenuddin MS,
 Chicago IL respectively. Both events attended 
by MJCET Alumnis and Civil Engineers 
Dawood Ali, Javeed Kaleem, Ghayaz bhai, 
Asad bhai, Shakeel Ayjaz, Md. Mohsin, 
Samiuddin, Saleem Basha
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The Indian American Medical Association, Illinois Commemorates 
44th Anniversary with a Vibrant Gala

Asian Media USA ©

Chicago, IL: The Indian 
American Medical Asso-
ciation, Illinois (IAMA-
IL) marked 44 years with 
a fundraising gala that 
featured a cocktail recep-
tion, a vendor expo, an 
awards presentation, a 
dinner, and musical per-
formances on December 
07,2024 at the Matrix 
Club in Naperville. The 
event was a grand suc-
cess, bringing together 
leaders, influencers, and 
community members.

IAMA-IL President 
Radhika Chimata, MD, organized a splendid 
gala that included speeches from Congressman 
Raja Krishnamoorthi, U.S. Representative for 
Illinois’s 8th Congressional District, and In-
dian Consul General Somnath Ghosh. She also 
shared her vision for the upcoming year as the 
Board of Directors chair. Her objectives include 
continuing significant fundraising initiatives, 
establishing a comprehensive database of physi-
cian mentors for medical trainees, and boost-
ing IAMA-IL membership among second- and 
third-generation Americans.

Honorees during the awards presentation 
included Ashok Fulambarker, MD, recipient of 
the Distinguished Physician Award; Samir Shah, 
MD, who received the Lifetime Achievement 
Award; and Archana Chatterjee, MD, honored 
with the Dr. Usha Rani Nimmagadda Woman 
Physician Leadership Award. Rajeev Kumar, 
MD, Terence Chiramel, MD, and Utpal Parekh, 
MD, were acknowledged for their contributions 
to IAMA-IL and our communities.

Advocate Health CEO Dia Nichols provided 
the keynote speech and participated in a fire-
side discussion alongside President Chimata, 
Sreenivas Reddy, MD, and Shruti Nathan from 
Advocate Health. The conversation addressed 
contemporary challenges faced by physicians, 
including reimbursement rates.

We express our gratitude to our Distinguished 
Guests, including Gerard Moorer

Deputy Chief of Staff to Congressman Danny 
Davis, U.S. Representative from Illinois’s 7th 
Congressional District, Tara Stamps, Cook 
County Board Commissioner for the 1st Dis-
trict, and Harry Benton, Illinois House Repre-
sentative for District 97.

The Ghungroo Bollywood dance troupe cap-
tivated the audience with their elegant perfor-

mances and stunning attire. We appreciate the 
talent of director Sridevi Pandalai. Biju Zacha-
ria’s artistic vision shone through the gorgeous 
audio-visual presentation, which complemented 
the eloquent emceeing by Shana Mohan per-
fectly. During dinner, Radhika delivered an 
incredible unplugged performance, accompa-
nied by guitarist Vikas Deo, and concluded the 
event with an electrifying concert supported by 
Orchestra Saregama.

Before the entertainment got everyone danc-
ing the night away, IAMA welcomed their new 
President, Dr. Dilip Shah, and the 2025 execu-
tive committee as they assumed their roles for 
IAMA-IL’s 45th year.

The celebration was made possible with the 
backing of the Grand Sponsor, Wealth Planning 
Network of Oak Brook, IL, and gold sponsors 
Orchard Corporation and Neelyx. All attendees 
received a lovely keepsake provided by Tanishq 
of Naperville.

About Indian American Medical Association, 
Illinois:

The Indian American Medical Association, 
Illinois (IAMA-IL) is a non-profit organiza-
tion comprised of Illinois physicians, fellows, 
residents, and medical students of Indian origin 
who are committed to professional excellence 
and quality patient care.

Photographs and Press release by: Asian Media 
USA
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Former President Jimmy Carter dies at 100

Carter, who lived longer than any 
other U.S. president, entered home 
hospice care in Plains, Georgia in 
February 2023 after a series of short 
hospital stays.

The only Georgian ever elected to 
the White House, Carter left office 
after a single term that was high-
lighted by forging peace between 
Israel and Egypt, but was overshad-
owed by the Iran hostage crisis. In 
the decades after, his reputation 
grew through his and wife Rosal-
ynn Carter’s work at the Carter 
Center in Atlanta and his philan-
thropic causes such as Habitat for 
Humanity.

“People will be celebrating Jimmy 
Carter for hundreds of years. His 
reputation is only going to grow,” 
Rice University history professor 
Douglas Brinkley wrote in his book 
“The Unfinished Presidency of 
Jimmy Carter.”

James Earl Carter Jr. was born in 
Plains on Oct. 1, 1924, the first of 
four children of Earl Carter, a farm-
er and businessman, and Lillian 
Gordy Carter, a registered nurse.

He gained an appointment to the 
U.S. Naval Academy, graduated and 
joined the Navy submarine branch 
where in seven years he worked his 
way into “Rickover’s boys,” the elite 
nascent unit of America’s nuclear 
submarine fleet championed by the 
iconic Admiral Hyman Rickover. 
Carter was on his way up until a 
death at home changed his destiny.

His father Earl, a farmer, business-
man and cornerstone personality 
in the Plains community, died from 
cancer. Carter left the Navy and its 
far-from-Plains postings such as 
Hawaii, and he, Rosalynn and their 
growing family returned to Geor-
gia in 1953 to take over the family 
farming business. It was there he 
first ran for school board, then state 
senator.

He was elected governor in 1970. 
Carter served one successful term 
before launching an improbable bid 
to become president, winning the 
Democratic nomination and then 
defeating Republican President 
Gerald Ford in November 1976.

On his inauguration day, rather 

than driving past the crowds in an 
armored limousine, Jimmy and Ro-
salynn emerged from the car with 
daughter Amy at their side and 
walked down Pennsylvania Avenue, 
holding hands and waving.

Carter’s successes included pro-
moting human rights, adding to the 
national park and preserve system, 
reestablishing governmental cred-
ibility after the Watergate Crisis, 
and the Camp David Accords, 
which forged a peace agreement 
between Egypt and Israel.

They were overshadowed by trou-
ble at home and abroad. At home, 
Carter and his advisers, most of 
them Washington outsiders, met 
resistance from his own party.

Then, in November 1979, Iranian 
militants stormed the U.S. Embassy 
in Tehran and took hostages. He 
tried negotiation, then launched 
a bold rescue mission that never 
reached its target because of heli-
copter failure. He could not resolve 
the situation until the last day of his 
administration.

At home, a foundering economy 
exacerbated by oil embargoes from 
Mideast countries and the rise of 
the Republican Party under Ronald 
Reagan helped lead to his defeat in 
November 1980.

Carter returned to tiny Plains and 
used the power of an ex-president’s 
bully pulpit as the springboard to 

his last, and, some say, his best act.

Carter began volunteering for 
Habitat for Humanity, a fairly new 
Americus-based organization, 
building houses for the poor. Then, 
together with Rosalynn, he found-
ed the Atlanta-based Carter Center, 
which focused on making peace 
and spreading health and democ-
racy around the world. It will carry 
the couple’s humanitarian and 
democratic work forward.

From his work as president and as 
the leader of the Carter Center, he 
won the Nobel Prize, the United 
National Human Rights Prize and 
many other notable awards from 
countries, organizations and world 
leaders. The Carters both were 
awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom by President Bill Clinton.

”Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter,” 
Clinton said, “have done more 
good things for more people in 
more places than any other couple 
on the face of the Earth.”

Rosalynn Carter, Jimmy Carter’s 
wife of 77 years, died in November 
2023.

They are survived by their children 
Amy, Chip, Jack and Jeff; 11 grand-
children; and 14 great-grandchil-
dren.

Atlanta Journal

Ernie Suggs 
Christopher Quinn

Below pic: with Moarji Desai, 
Indian PM
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NEW DELHI (AP) — Manmohan 
Singh, the former Indian prime 
minister widely regarded as the 
architect of the country’s economic 
reform program, was cremated 
after a state funeral on Saturday as 
politicians and the public mourned 
his death.

The veteran leader, who was also 
credited for a landmark nuclear 
deal with the United States, died 
late Thursday at age 92.

Singh’s body was taken Saturday 
morning to the headquarters of 
his Congress party in New Delhi, 
where party leaders and activists 
paid tributes to him and chanted 
“Manmohan Singh lives forever.”

Abhishek Bishnoi, a party leader, 
said Singh’s death was big loss for 
the country. “He used to speak 
little, but his talent and his actions 
spoke louder than his words,” he 
said.

Later, Singh’s body was transported 
to a crematorium ground for his 
last rites as soldiers beat drums.
Government officials, politicians 
and family members paid their last 
respects to Singh, whose casket was 
adorned with flowers and wrapped 
in the Indian flag. Security person-
nel honored him with a ceremonial 
gun salute.
Indian President Draupadi Murmu 
and Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who called Singh one of the 
country’s “most distinguished lead-
ers,” and several Cabinet ministers 
participated in the funeral cer-
emony.
Singh’s body was then transferred 
to a pyre and cremated as religious 
hymns played.

Authorities declared a seven-day 
mourning period and canceled all 
cultural and entertainment events 
during that time. Government 
buildings across India are flying the 
national flag at half-staff.

A mild-mannered technocrat, 
Singh was prime minister for 10 
years and leader of the Congress 
party in Parliament’s upper house, 
earning a reputation as a man of 
great personal integrity. He was 
chosen to be prime minister in 
2004 by Sonia Gandhi, the widow 
of assassinated Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi.

Singh was reelected in 2009, but 
his second term was clouded by 
financial scandals and corruption 
charges over the organization of 
the 2010 Commonwealth Games. 
This led to the Congress party’s 
crushing defeat in 2014 national 
elections by the Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party under the 
leadership of Narendra Modi.

Singh adopted a low profile after 
relinquishing the post of prime 
minister.

As finance minister, Singh in 1991 
instituted reforms that moved In-
dia away from a socialist-patterned 
economy and toward a capitalist 
model in the face of a huge bal-
ance of payments deficit, skirting a 
potential economic crisis.

Singh was the first Sikh to hold 
the country’s top post and made a 
public apology in Parliament for 
the 1984 Sikh Massacre in which 
some 3,000 Sikhs were killed after 
then-Prime Minister Indira Gan-
dhi was assassinated by her Sikh 
bodyguards.

In a move hailed as one of his big-
gest achievements apart from eco-
nomic reforms, Singh ended India’s 
nuclear isolation by signing a deal 
with the U.S. that gave India access 
to American nuclear technology.

But the deal hurt his coalition 
government, with Communist al-
lies withdrawing their support and 
criticism of the agreement growing 
within India in 2008 when it was 
finalized.

U.S. President Joe Biden in a 
condolence statement called Singh 
a true statesman and a dedicated 
public servant who “charted path-
breaking progress that will con-
tinue to strengthen our nations 
— and the world — for generations 
to come.”

“The unprecedented level of coop-
eration between the United States 
and India today would not have 
been possible without the prime 
minister’s strategic vision and po-
litical courage,” Biden said.

AIJAZ HUSSAIN, AP News

Manmohan Singh, the former Indian prime minister passes away
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Iftekhar 
Shareef receiving 
First Overseas 
Citizenship OCI) 
card from Late 
Prime Minister 
of India on 
January 6 th 
2006 .
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Neil deGrasse Tyson
We aren’t the only human species to have ever 
walked on the face of the Earth.
We, homo sapiens, have a close relative with a 
tragic history - the Neanderthals or the nean-
derthalensis.
These cousins of ours lived in Europe and West 
Asia about 45,000 years ago. Even though we 
share 99.7% of our DNA with the Neanderthals, 
we look slightly different from each other. Com-
pared to humans, Neanderthals were shorter 
and thicker, had more developed jaws and weak 
chins.
They also had large nostrils that allowed them 
to breathe the cold air in Europe. Interestingly, 
Neanderthals had bigger heads and thus bigger 
brains than our ancestors. It is unclear whether 
this made them extra clever. But if we were so 
similar in many ways, why did we survive while 
they went extinct? The Neanderthals disap-
peared from different parts of Europe at differ-
ent time points. The reasons behind their disap-
pearance varied from one location to another. 
Similar to modern extinction of animals, Nean-
derthals may have disappeared due to competi-
tion and environmental factors. For centuries, 
our ancestors, who gave rise to modern humans, 
lived alongside the Neanderthals and both of 
them may have interbred, which shaped the 
evolution of modern humans. Neanderthals had 
bodies that evolved to withstand cold, while 
Homo sapiens had technology on their side.
Humans sewed clothing with needles and lived 
in complex shelters. They hunted a wide range 
of animals, birds, and fish with bows and ar-
rows. Unlike Neanderthals, our ancestors may 
have also lived in larger groups. This allowed 
them to develop advanced social and cogni-
tive skills. With all these factors, Homo sapiens 
could have simply been better equipped to 
survive. At the same time, Neanderthals had a 
shorter lifespan. Their children died at an earlier 
age. Ultimately, the emergence of a new, techno-
logically more advanced species called humans, 

may have created too much of a 
pressure for the Neanderthals. 
Recent findings, however, sug-
gest that Neanderthals were as 
smart as Homo sapiens. They 
invented similar tools and de-
veloped a culture of their own.
The only big difference seems 
to lie in the size of their groups. 
They formed smaller com-
munities that lived far from 
each other. It turned out that 
networking was as important 
back then as it is now. As small 
groups disappeared, their 
culture and progress perished 
with them. Climate could have 
also played a role in the disap-
pearance of the Neanderthals. 
70,000 to 12,000 years ago, the 
climate greatly fluctuated.
There is evidence of dramatic 
cold waves that roughly coin-
cide with the extinction of the Neanderthals. 
Imagine being used to living in a warm and 
mild land, when suddenly you are surrounded 
with icebergs or violent erupting volcanoes.
They had to rebuild their shelters, get accus-
tomed to hunting new species and gathering 
new plants. Even though it is unlikely that a 
major environmental disaster killed the Nean-
derthals, these constant shifts in climate could 
have been detrimental to their survival. One 
theory suggests that Neanderthals may have also 
engaged in violent clashes with their rival Homo 
sapiens. It’s unlikely to be the case because Ne-
anderthals were powerful hunters who couldn’t 
be easily wiped out in battle. Another theory 
suggests that Neanderthals died out because of 
deficiencies in their diet. During cold conditions 
where plants hardly grow, Neanderthals relied 
on meat as their source of energy.
Meat is rich in protein, but their bodies were 

not equipped to metabolize high amounts of 
protein. And since winters were long, they were 
forced to eat meat for long periods of time, 
which may have contributed to their extinc-
tion. In reality, the Neanderthals never perished. 
They live in us. Our ancestors may have inter-
bred with the Neanderthal and passed on their 
DNA to us.
Analysis of human DNA showed that up to 4% 
of modern human DNA may have come from 
the Neanderthals. Neanderthals are not the only 
long lost human species. Denisovans from Sibe-
ria faced the same fate as our ancestors slowly 
spread around the globe. Unfortunately, we have 
far too little data to understand the interactions 
between these coexisting species. Perhaps, an 
unexpected finding will change our view of our 
cousin species once and for all.

n 1977, a miner’s bulldozer unearthed an extraordinary find 
in the Siberian permafrost—the well-preserved carcass of a 
baby mammoth. Two men carefully lifted the frozen remains, 
revealing an astonishing glimpse into a world that existed 
tens of thousands of years ago. This baby mammoth, later 
named “Dima” after a nearby stream, had lived and died ap-
proximately 40,000 years ago during the Ice Age. At just 6 to 
8 months old, Dima’s remains were so well-preserved that 
scientists found traces of his mother’s milk in his stomach, 
offering rare insights into the diet and life of these ancient 
creatures.
Dima’s discovery provided an invaluable opportunity for 
paleontologists to study mammoths and the ecosystems they 
inhabited. His small size, soft tissues, and even traces of fur 
have helped researchers understand how mammoths adapted 
to cold climates and their role in prehistoric environments. 
This remarkable find continues to captivate the imagination, 
connecting us to a time when massive ice sheets dominated 
the earth and creatures like Dima roamed the tundra.
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Opinion - Elon Musk wants to ‘delete’ many
 Americans’ financial lifeline

Nearly every exit poll conducted on Election 
Day found that, more than any other issues, 
voters’ concerns about the economy helped to 
return Donald Trump to the White House and 
put Republicans back in charge of both houses 
of Congress. Americans who felt the sting of in-
flation and who had trouble making ends meet, 
as companies steadily increased prices for es-
sential goods like groceries and clothing, voted 
in the hopes that a new administration and new 
Congress would bring relief for their families.
So it is especially surprising that one of the first 
federal agencies to come under scrutiny from 
the incoming administration is one that has 
returned billions of dollars to many of the same 
consumers who were counting on leaders in 
Washington to look out for their wallets.

On Nov. 27, Elon Musk — who, along with 
Vivek Ramaswamy, has been tasked by Presi-
dent-Elect Trump with running a new Depart-
ment of Government Efficiency — posted on 
his platform X that he wants to “Delete CFPB,” 
referring to the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau. The agency, Musk said, was part of 
a problem of “too many duplicative regulatory 
agencies” in Washington. But there are no other 
agencies in the federal government returning 
money to Americans’ bank accounts in the way 
the CFPB does.

Since its founding, the agency has returned 
more than $19 billion in cash to people who 
have been scammed by financial institutions, 
including predatory payday lenders and even 
some of the largest banks in the country. It has 
done so under Republican and Democratic 
presidents, including major actions against 
Wells Fargo and Equifax during President 
Trump’s first term in office, which, combined, 
returned $425 million to consumers. (Those 
actions both began under the Obama adminis-
tration, but Trump’s CFPB directors oversaw the 
execution of those fines.)
he money recovered is made available to those 
who have been impacted by the institutions’ 
wrongdoing through the CFPB’s victims’ relief 

fund. To date, more than 200 million Americans 
have been eligible for payments from the fund. 
The agency has also cancelled many consumers’ 
debts altogether and reduced loan principles for 
many others.

In fact, just days after Musk posted his mes-
sage on X, the CFPB announced that it was 
mailing refund checks to more than 4 million 
people who were scammed by so-called credit 
repair companies, including Lexington Law and 
CreditRepair.com, which illegally collected fees 
from consumers seeking relief for the effects of 
economic woes weighing down them and their 
families. The companies will pay $2.7 billion 
in consumer redress and civil penalties; $1.8 
billion of that will go directly to those who lost 
money as a result of the scam.

It’s no wonder the agency enjoys broad, biparti-
san support, with more than eight in 10 Ameri-
cans supporting the CFPB’s various enforcement 
actions. In red and blue states, Americans seem 
to support returning money to those who have 
been cheated.

The agency’s impact is felt in other ways, too. In 
Oklahoma, CFPB collected evidence that helped 
retired Lt. Col. Susan Parisi in her fight against 
loan company GreenSky — which scammed 
her into a high-interest loan she never agreed 
to. The CFPB found that GreenSky was using 
“deceptive” and “fraudulent” tactics and ordered 
the company to return $9 million to consumers. 
My organization is representing Lt. Col. Parisi 
in her class action on behalf of others who were 
scammed by GreenSky.
So why is an agency that has been so effec-
tive, and returned so much money to so many 
people, being targeted for “deletion?” Because, 
in the course of holding wrongdoers account-
able, it has crossed paths with some of the most 
powerful people in the country.

Musk’s post on X, for example, seems to have 
been prompted by complaints from Marc 
Andreessen, a venture capitalist whose com-

panies have been sanctioned (and, in the case 
of LendUp Loans, shuttered) because of CFPB 
investigations and actions. Andreessen accused 
the agency of “terrorizing financial institutions,” 
and was clearly infuriated when the CFPB 
found that LendUp had misled customers about 
high-interest loans and overcharged U.S. service 
personnel.

President-elect Trump and Republicans in 
Congress should not let Andreessen’s views 
overshadow the overwhelming opinion among 
Americans that the agency is doing important 
work that makes a real difference to those who 
turn to financial institutions and lenders for 
help during tough financial times. By one count, 
even under the first Trump administration’s 
CFPB directors — who tended to enforce far 
fewer fines against companies than Biden and 
Obama appointees — the agency brought more 
than $1 billion in redress back to consumers’ 
wallets. That’s direct relief, and money in wal-
lets, for millions of Americans. “Deleting” the 
agency would almost certainly ensure that no 
such future relief ever reaches consumers again.

Fortunately, neither Musk nor the incoming 
administration can completely eliminate the 
CFPB, whose funding comes from the Federal 
Reserve in a model, upheld by the U.S.  Supreme 
Court, that is meant to protect it from political 
meddling. Republicans and Democrats alike 
should ensure that firewall remains in place, and 
the CFPB remains on the job, if they’re seri-
ous about providing real, meaningful economic 
relief to Americans.
Yahoo/Finance
Sharon McGowan, opinion contributor

Trump says Elon Musk is ‘not taking the 
presidency’

“You know, they’re on a new kick, Rus-
sia, Russia, Russia, Ukraine, Ukraine, 
Ukraine, all the different hoaxes. The 
new one is President Trump has ceded 
the presidency to Elon Musk. No, no, 
that’s not happening. But Elon’s done 
an amazing job. Isn’t it nice to have 
smart people that we can rely on? 
Don’t we want that? He’s done a great 
job.”
“But no, he’s not going to be president, 
that I can tell you. And I’m safe, you 
know why? He can’t be. He wasn’t 

born in this country. But the fake news 
knows that, but no he’s a great guy and 
we want to have him. So many people 
are in this audience who have helped.”
The comments, which Trump made 
in front of conservative supporters in 
Phoenix, Arizona, come after Musk 
and Trump defeated an initial biparti-
san deal this week to continue gov-
ernment funding, throwing the U.S. 
Congress into disarray.
Congress however passed spending 
legislation early on Saturday (Decem-

ber 21) in a down-to-the wire burst of 
activity that will avert a destabilizing 
government shutdown ahead of the 
busy holiday travel season.
The final version stripped out some 
provisions championed by Democrats, 
who accused Republicans of caving in 
to pressure from an unelected billion-
aire who has no experience in govern-
ment.
Trump has tasked Musk, the world’s 
richest person, with heading a budget-
cutting task force but he will hold no 

official position in Washington.
Yahoo/News
Reuters 
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Important Recall Info That MAY Affect Your Vehicle
Your vehicle MAY be in-
volved in a safety recall and 
MAY create a safety risk for 
you or your passengers. If 
left unrepaired, a potential 
safety defect could lead to 
injury or even death. Safety 
defects must be repaired by 
a dealer at no cost to you.

Why am I getting this 
email?
You are receiving this mes-
sage because you requested 
to be notified by the 
National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) if there is a safety 
recall that may affect your 
vehicle.

The following may apply to 
one or more of your vehi-
cles if your vehicle is listed 
below. Click on the NHTSA 
Recall ID Number below to 
read more about the safety 
issue and the reason for the 
recall.

To find out if your specific 
passenger vehicle is in-
cluded in the recall, use our 
VIN Look-up Tool.

NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V920
Manufacturer : Kia Ameri-
ca, Inc.
Subject : Fuel Line 
May Become Damaged 
During Crash
Make Model Model Years
KIA SORENTO PHEV 
2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V922
Manufacturer : Great Dane 
Trailers
Subject : Missing 
Kingpin Welds May Allow 
Trailer Separation
Make Model Model Years
GREAT DANE 
CHAMPION 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number 

: 24V923
Manufacturer : Suzuki Mo-
tor USA, LLC
Subject : Fuel Supply 
Hose May Leak Fuel
Make Model Model Years
SUZUKI AN400 
2023-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V924
Manufacturer : Daimler 
Trucks North America, 
LLC
Subject : Unexpected 
Engine Shutdown
Make Model Model Years
FREIGHTLINER 
BUSINESS CLASS M2 
2015-2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V925
Manufacturer : General Mo-
tors, LLC
Subject : Insufficient 
Pedestrian Warning Sound/
FMVSS 141
Make Model Model Years
CHEVROLET EQUINOX 
EV 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V926
Manufacturer : Chrysler 
(FCA US, LLC)
Subject : Improper 
Air Bag Deployment/FM-
VSS 208,301
Make Model Model Years
JEEP GRAND CHERO-
KEE 2024
JEEP GRAND CHERO-
KEE L 2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V927
Manufacturer : Jaguar Land 
Rover North America, LLC
Subject : High-Volt-
age Battery May Overheat
Make Model Model Years
JAGUAR I-PACE 
2019
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V928
Manufacturer : Oshkosh 
Corporation
Subject : Rearview 
Camera Image May Not 

Display/FMVSS 111
Make Model Model Years
OSHKOSH DEFENSE 
NGDV ICE 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V929
Manufacturer : Forest River, 
Inc.
Subject : Propane 
Tanks May Detach
Make Model Model Years
R-POD R-POD 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V930
Manufacturer : Daimler 
Vans USA, LLC
Subject : Instrument 
Cluster Display Too Bright/
FMVSS 101
Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES-BENZ 
SPRINTER 1500 
2019-2022
MERCEDES-BENZ 
SPRINTER 2500 
2019-2022
MERCEDES-BENZ 
SPRINTER 3500 
2019-2022
MERCEDES-BENZ 
SPRINTER 4500 
2019-2022
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V931
Manufacturer : Featherlite 
Trailer Manufacturing, LLC
Subject : Cooktop 
Gas Line May Overheat and 
Start a Fire
Make Model Model Years
FEATHERLITE 7821 
2023-2024
FEATHERLITE 7841 
2023-2024
FEATHERLITE 9807 
2023-2024
FEATHERLITE 9808 
2023-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V932
Manufacturer : Mitsubishi 
Fuso Truck of America, Inc.
Subject : Electric 
Motors May Unexpectedly 
Shut Down
Make Model Model Years

MITSUBISHI FUSO 
FEC7K 2024
MITSUBISHI FUSO 
FEC9K 2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V933
Manufacturer : VinFast 
Auto, LLC
Subject : Center Air 
Bag May Deploy Improp-
erly
Make Model Model Years
VINFAST VF8 
2023-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V934
Manufacturer : Cummins, 
Inc.
Subject : Unsecured 
Wire Leads May Chafe And 
Short
Make Model Model Years
CUMMINS POWER GEN-
ERATION GENERA-
TOR SET 2022-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V935
Manufacturer : Tesla, Inc.
Subject : TPMS Light 
May Not Remain Illumi-
nated/FMVSS 138
Make Model Model Years
TESLA CYBERTRUCK 
2024
TESLA MODEL 3 
2017-2025
TESLA MODEL Y 
2020-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V938
Manufacturer : Volvo Car 
USA, LLC
Subject : Driver’s Side 
Inner Air Bag May Deploy 
Improperly
Make Model Model Years
VOLVO C40 
2023-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V939
Manufacturer : Polestar 
Automotive USA, Inc.
Subject : Driver’s Side 
Inner Air Bag May Deploy 
Improperly
Make Model Model Years

POLESTAR POLESTAR 
2 2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V941
Manufacturer : Mercedes-
Benz USA, LLC
Subject : Rear Axle 
Carrier May Fail
Make Model Model Years
MERCEDES-BENZ E 
350 2025
MERCEDES-BENZ E 
350 4MATIC 2025
MERCEDES-BENZ E 
450 4MATIC 2025
MERCEDES-BENZ E 
450 4MATIC ALL-TER-
RAIN 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V942
Manufacturer : Chrysler 
(FCA US, LLC)
Subject : Inoperative 
Headlights/FMVSS 108
Make Model Model Years
RAM 1500 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V943
Manufacturer : Chrysler 
(FCA US, LLC)
Subject : Brake Pedal 
May Detach from Brake 
Booster
Make Model Model Years
ALFA ROMEO 
GIULIA 2019-2020
ALFA ROMEO 
STELVIO 2019-2020
NHTSA Recall ID Number 
: 24V944
Manufacturer : Chrysler 
(FCA US, LLC)
Subject : Rearview 
Camera Image May Not 
Display/FMVSS 111
Make Model Model Years
JEEP GRAND CHERO-
KEE 2024
JEEP GRAND CHERO-
KEE L 2024
JEEP GRAND WAG-
ONEER 2024
JEEP WAGONEER 2024

What is a recall?
When a manufacturer or the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration (NHTSA) determines that a vehicle creates an unreasonable risk 
to safety or fails to meet minimum safety standards, the manufacturer 
is required to fix that vehicle at no cost to the owner. That can be done 
by repairing it, replacing it, offering a refund (for equipment) or, in rare 
cases, repurchasing the car.
What should I do if my vehicle is included in this recall?
If your vehicle is included in this recall, it is very important that you get 

it fixed as soon as possible given the potential danger to you and your 
passengers if it is not addressed. You should receive a separate letter in 
the mail from the vehicle manufacturer, notifying you of the recall and 
explaining when the remedy will be available, whom to contact to repair 
your vehicle, and to remind you that the repair will be done at no charge 
to you. If you believe your vehicle is included in the recall, but you do 
not receive a letter in the mail from the vehicle manufacturer, please call 
NHTSA’s Vehicle Safety Hotline at 1-888-327-4236, or contact your ve-
hicle manufacturer or dealership.
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Legendary Indian filmmaker Shyam Benegal
 dies at age 90

NEW DELHI (AP) — Shyam Benegal, a re-
nowned Indian filmmaker known for pioneer-
ing a cinema movement that tackled social is-
sues in the 1970s, has died after chronic kidney 
disease. He was 90.

His contribution to cinema was recognized as 
a director, editor and screenwriter. He came 
into the limelight with films — Ankur (1974), 
Nishant (1975), Manthan (1976) and Bhumika 
(1977) — that challenged mainstream Bol-
lywood by dealing with the social realities of a 
poor nation.

Benegal died Monday at Mumbai’s Wockhardt 
Hospital, and his cremation will take place on 
Tuesday, the Press Trust of India news agency 
reported, citing his daughter Piya.

“Benegal had been suffering from chronic kid-
ney disease for several years but it had gotten 
very bad,” Piya said.

Many paid tribute to the filmmaker on social 
media platform X.

Filmmaker Mahesh Bhatt wrote that Benegal 
told stories without pretense. “They were raw 
and real, about the struggles of ordinary people. 
His films had craft and conviction.”

“Deeply saddened by the passing of Shyam 
Benegal, whose storytelling had a profound im-
pact on Indian cinema. His works will continue 
to be admired by people from different walks 
of life,” Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
posted.

Benegal was a mentor to top Indian actors 
including Shabana Azmi, Smita Patil, Naseerud-
din Shah and Om Puri who made their mark in 
Bollywood’s popular cinema as well.

“I have lost my foster father, a man to whom I 
owe more than I can say,” Shah posted.

“Shyam Benegal was not just a legend; he was a 
visionary who redefined storytelling and in-
spired generations,” said actor Manoj Bajpayee.

The film Ankur explored the feudal divide in 
India, while Manthan was based on the story of 
the country’s cooperative dairy milk movement.

Benegal also was widely known for “Bharat Ek 
Khoj,” a landmark 53-episode television series 
based on the book “Discovery of India,” written 
by India’s first prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru. 
It chronicled the country’s troubled passages, 
from ancient times to modernity.

He also directed a 2023 biopic on Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman, who led Bangladesh’s freedom 
struggle against Pakistan in the 1970s. Former 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
who fled to India in August following a student 
movement, is the daughter of Rahman.

Benegal was born in 1934 in Hyderabad in 
southern India. He earned an economics de-
gree from Hyderabad’s Osmania University and 
established the Hyderabad Film Society. He also 
ventured into advertising, where he directed 
over 900 sponsored documentaries and adver-
tising films.
Benegal also is survived by his wife, Nira Bene-
gal.
AP
By  ASHOK SHARMA

Muslim organisations express outrage over return of ‘The Satanic 
Verses’; urge Centre to reinstate ban

Salman Rushdie’s controversial 
book has returned to Indian book-
shelves, 36 years after it was banned 
by the Rajiv Gandhi government in 
1988. Some Muslim organisations 
condemned the resumption of sales 
of Salman Rushdie’s “The Satanic 
Verses” in India and urged the 
Centre to reinstate the ban on the 
controversial book

Maulana Kaab Rashidi, legal 
advisor for 
the Uttar 
Pradesh unit 
of Jamiat 
Ulama-e-
Hind (AM), 
said that 
religious 
sentiments 
cannot be 
hurt under 
the garb of 
freedom of 
expression 
guaranteed 
by the Con-

stitution.

“If freedom of expression hurts 
someone’s sentiments, it is a legal 
offence. ‘The Satanic Verses’ is a 
blasphemous book. Selling such 
a controversial book under the 
pretext of freedom of expression 
cannot be accepted in any form. It 
goes against the spirit of the Con-
stitution,” he told news agency PTI.

Rashidi also called 
the renewed sale as 
an “attempt at prov-
ocation”. He also 
noted that Muslims, 
who regard Allah 
and the Prophet as 
dearer than their 
own lives, would 
never tolerate at-
tempts to hurt their 
religious sentiments
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First Bihar Muslim Governor after 26 years, 
Arif Khan’s new stint enthuses NDA, 

sparks Opposition concern

 
Though the transfer of Kerala Governor Arif 
Mohammed Khan to the Patna Raj Bhavan has 
come as part of the reshuffle in gubernatorial 
posts undertaken by the Centre, the “political” 
reasons behind the move, especially ahead of the 
next year’s Assembly polls in Bihar, have not 
gone unnoticed.
The ruling JD(U) has welcomed the decision cit-
ing Khan’s credentials as a “liberal and a progres-
sive minority face”, even as its NDA ally BJP has 
warmed up to the decision. The BJP, which rules 
the Centre, has often flagged Khan’s role in “ex-
posing the Congress’ politics of Muslim appease-
ment in the Shah Bano case”.

The principal Opposition RJD also “welcomed” 
Khan’s appointment but raised doubts over his 
past record of allegedly “defying federal struc-
ture”, referring to his gubernatorial innings in 
Kerala.
JD(U) advisor and former MP K C Tyagi told 
The Indian Express that the party welcomed 
Khan as a “friend, scholar, and a liberal and 
progressive minority face. “He was one of the 
first Muslim leaders to expose the Congress’s 
appeasement politics. We had worked together 
during our early days. He then moved to the 
Congress, from which he quit after being disen-
chanted with the party over then Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi’s stand over the Shah Bano case 
and Muslim appeasement,” Tyagi said.

Khan had resigned as the Minister of State in 
the Rajiv Gandhi government citing his govern-

ment’s stand on the Shah Bano case in which the 
Supreme Court held that Muslim women could 
seek maintenance under Section 125 of the then 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 like women 
from other religious communities.

Asked if the JD(U) sees Khan’s appointment 
as a message to Muslims to keep the party in 
their good books, Tyagi said: “Both Nitish and 
Khan are liberal and secular leaders in their own 
rights.”

Tyagi said Khan takes on Muslim fundamen-
talists with reason. “His appointment as Bihar 
Governor will send out a good message among 
Muslims while his scholarly inputs in the field 
of higher education could further add value to 
his ex-officio position as the Chancellor of state 
universities,” he said.

In his previous stint as the Kerala Gover-
nor, Khan had been at odds with the Pinarayi 
Vijayan-led Left Democratic Front (LDF) gov-
ernment, which had accused him of trying to 
“saffronise” universities by nominating members 
of the Sangh Parivar in their Senates.

Khan has become Bihar’s first Muslim Governor 
after 26 years after A R Kidwai, who served in 
the post from August 1993 to April 1998. Brush-
ing aside the claims that his appointment was 
the party’s “subtle bid at Muslim appeasement”, 
BJP spokesperson Manoj Kumar Sharma said 
the NDA was a “solid unit” under Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar’s leadership. “There is no need for 

any extra message. We hail Khan as a vision-
ary scholar and administrator. We welcome his 
appointment as the flag-bearer of the counter 
debate on the Shah Bano case which exposed the 
Congress’ Muslim appeasement,” he said.

Khan’s appointment also comes amid some dif-
ferences between the JD(U) and the BJP over 
certain issues related to the Muslim community 
like the Centre’s proposed Waqf Amendment 
Bill. Nitish, who is currently on his Pragati Yatra, 
continues to emphasise that he will continue to 
work for Hindus and Muslims irrespective of 
Muslims “voting for him or not”. On the other 
hand, the BJP has been pushing its Hindutva 
agenda selectively.

The differences between the two allies also 
emerged over Union Minister Giriraj Singh’s 
Hindu Swabhiman Yatra in Muslim-dominated 
areas of the Seemanchal region like Araria, 
Purnia, Katihar and Kishanganj following which 
Nitish had sent out a clear message at an NDA 
meeting that “development with justice” alone 
had to be the alliance’s key agenda
On its part, the RJD said as the state’s principal 
Opposition party it welcomed Khan’s appoint-
ment. “However, we are a bit concerned keeping 
in mind his background of defying the federal 
structure as Kerala Governor. The BJP is wrong if 
it thinks that Khan’s appointment is a message to 
Muslims. Our chief Lalu Prasad continues to be a 
champion of minorities and secularism,” RJD na-
tional spokesperson Subodh Kumar Mehta said.
INDIAN EXPRESS
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Trump appoints Indian-American Sriram 
Krishnan as policy advisor on AI

“Sriram Krishnan will serve as the Senior Policy 
Advisor for Artificial Intelligence at the White 
House Office of Science and Technology Policy, 
” Trump announced on Sunday, alongside a 
series of appointments focused on AI advance-
ments.

Krishnan, a renowned venture capitalist and 
author, has an impressive background, having 
worked with tech giants like Twitter, Microsoft, 
Facebook, Yahoo!, and Snap.

In his new role, he will collaborate closely with 
David Sacks, who has been designated as the 
White House AI &amp; Crypto Czar. 

“Working closely with David Sacks, Sriram 
will focus on ensuring continued American 
leadership in AI and 
help shape and coor-
dinate AI policy across 
government, includ-
ing working with the 
President’s Council 
of Advisors on Sci-
ence and Technol-
ogy. Sriram started his 
career at Microsoft as 
a founding member 
of Windows Azure, ” 
Trump highlighted.

Following the an-
nouncement, Krishnan 
expressed his gratitude 
on X, posting, “I’m 
honoured to be able 
to serve our country 
and ensure continued 
American leadership 
in AI working closely 
with David Sacks.”

Krishnan’s appointment has been widely ap-
plauded by the Indian-American community, 
recognising his contributions to technology and 
leadership.

Born in Chennai, India, Krishnan moved to the 
United States after completing his graduation. 
Apart from being a seasoned tech leader, he is 
also a venture capitalist, podcaster, and author.

Together with his wife, Aarthi Ramamurthy, 
he co-hosted The Aarthi and Sriram Show, a 
podcast centred on various aspects of startups, 
which gained significant popularity within the 
entrepreneurial community.

In February 2021, Krishnan joined Andreessen 
Horowitz (a16z) as a general partner. He later 

led the firm’s London office in 2013. However, 
He exited the firm in late November.

In 2022, Krishnan collaborated with Elon Musk 
on restructuring Twitter following Musk’s ac-
quisition of the platform.

He is also credited with helping former UK 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson reconnect with 
Elon Musk after the latter’s nomination to the 
proposed Department of Government Effi-
ciency.

Trump appoints Indian-American Sriram 
Krishnan as policy advisor on AI

Azharud-
din and 
Sania’s 
families 
together
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Mike Tyson Fans 
During Mike Tyson’s career, Don King, his for-
mer promoter, was known for showering Tyson 
with lavish gifts, including luxury cars, jewelry, 
and other expensive items. King often used these 
extravagant gestures to keep Tyson loyal and 
maintain their close professional relationship. 
This dynamic was a significant aspect of their 
association, with King positioning himself as a 
father figure to Tyson, particularly during his 
younger years when Tyson was rising to fame.

However, this relationship eventually became 
contentious. Tyson later accused King of exploit-
ing him financially, filing a lawsuit against him 
in the late 1990s, claiming King had defrauded 
him out of millions. The lawsuit was eventually 
settled out of court. Tyson has openly expressed 
regret over how he was managed during that 
time, highlighting the complex and tumultuous 
nature of their partnership.

A sight to the world’s Post
Bouvet Island: The Most Remote Island on 
Earth
Bouvet Island, often called the “loneliest place 
on Earth,” is an uninhabited volcanic island 
located in the South Atlantic Ocean. As a Nor-
wegian dependency, it lies approximately 2,600 
kilometers (1,615 miles) southwest of South 
Africa and over 1,600 kilometers (1,000 miles) 
from Queen Maud Land in Antarctica, making 
it one of the most isolated landmasses in the 
world.
The island covers just 49 square kilometers (19 
square miles) and is almost entirely covered 
by glacial ice. It is surrounded by steep cliffs, 
making landings extremely challenging. The 
harsh weather, with freezing temperatures and 
frequent storms, further emphasizes its inacces-
sibility.
Despite its isolation, Bouvet Island holds sci-
entific importance. It is designated as a nature 
reserve, and its pristine environment provides 
valuable data for studying global weather pat-

terns and Antarctic ecosystems. Occasional 
visits by researchers and adventurers are rare 
due to the logistical difficulties and extreme 
conditions.
A notable feature of Bouvet Island is its active 
volcano, which lies hidden beneath the ice cap. 
The island is also home to a small yet resilient 
ecosystem of mosses, lichens, and seabirds, 
including penguins and petrels. Seals often haul 
out on its rocky shores, adding to its biodiver-
sity.
Bouvet Island is not just remote—it is almost 
completely cut off from the world. With no 
airstrip and no permanent human presence, ac-
cess to the island is limited to specialized vessels 
capable of navigating the treacherous South-
ern Ocean. The nearest human settlements 
are thousands of kilometers away, reinforcing 
Bouvet’s status as an untouched corner of our 
planet.
For those seeking absolute seclusion and the 
raw beauty of nature, Bouvet Island stands as an unmatched marvel of remoteness and resilience.

Archeology & Civilizations’s
hello | I am King Tutmosis IV, or as Egyp-
tologists later called me, “King of Dreams.” 
I would first like to apologize. Some people 
may find me a bit scary but trust me these are 
time factors. I died 3411 years ago, he was an 
elegant man, he always dyed my hair, cared 
for my teeth and wore clothes, the most luxu-
rious bracelets, earrings and rings.
I come from a Royal family My father is His 
Majesty King Amenhotep II and Queen Tiye, 
and my grandfather is the conqueror, greatest 
ruler of Egypt and the first emperor of histo-
ry, Tutmosis III. My grandson is the dreamer 
king and revolutionary. the owner of the first 
religious revolution in history, Amenhotep 
IV (Akhenaton), and my great grandson is 
the most famous Egyptian king in the world, 
which is Tutankhamun.
Although he was from a royal family, he was 
not a legitimate heir of Egypt and had the am-
bition to rule the country. I had four brothers, 
so I resorted to using my intelligence. One 
day, I told my brothers and the priests of the 
court that I was on a hunting trip next to the 
great pyramids of our ancestors, and dur-
ing the break I fell asleep for a while, I saw a 
dream in which the legendary creature, the 

Sphinx, me He asked me to remove the sand 
from him. and protect it so it won’t be wiped 
out of sight. Our ancestors built the Sphinx 
1,300 years before I was born, and in that mo-
ment it was wiped away by dust. If I succeed-
ed in my mission, he would reward me with 
the government of Egypt. In fact “I removed 
sand from the Sphinx and built a wall around 
it and secured it.” This dream was on a wall 
and I placed it between its feet and it exists to 
this day. That’s why historians called me the 
dreamer king. In fact, the trick involved pal-
ace priests, but it didn’t involve my brothers, 
so things took a different course that I didn’t 
prefer, but the crown of Egypt deserves me 
to give up some of my principles so I can get 
placed. Top of my head
I married Queen Nefertari, Queen Jaaret, and 
a foreign princess named (Mut-Um-Wia) and 
had 4 children, including my successor, who 
inherited the throne after me, Amenhotep III, 
and 9 daughters.
I ruled Egypt for only nine years and died 
young, when I was a little over thirty years 
old, but during my reign I carried out disci-
plinary campaigns against the Bedouin and 
some rebellious Nubian tribes, and I fought 

against the Kingdom of Mitanni in Syria, the 
enemy of Egypt this time, and made a peace 
treaty with her king, “Artatama”, and later 
married one of her daughters. Difficult ne-
gotiations with him, because I am the owner 
of the first peace treaty in history, and not, 
as rumored, that King Ramses II, who ruled 
Egypt 100 years after me, is the owner of the 
First Peace Treaty.
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How policy changes in US, UK, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, Germany will impact Indian

 students
From changes in study visas to in-
creased work hours allowed to inter-
national students, a lot has happened 
in the study abroad domain this year. 
We will find out how some countries 
are making stricter visa rules to curb 
immigration while a few are easing 
norms to attract foreign students.

As per the data released by the Indian 
government in Rajya Sabha, over 13.35 
lakh Indian students are pursuing 
higher studies abroad. The number 
of Indians studying abroad increased 
from 13,18,955 in 2023 to 13,35,878 
in 2024. While the year-on-year has 
been slow this time, the number of 
students pursuing higher studies 
abroad has dramatically increased 
from pre-pandemic years. The number 
has gone up from 675541 in 2019 to 
685097 in 2020, after which it jumped 
to 1158702 in 2021 but declined to 
907404 in 2022. However, the num-
ber shot up to 13,18,955 in 2023 to 
13,35,878 in 2024.

Interestingly, despite several ups and 
downs, popular English-speaking 
countries such as Canada (427000), 
the US (337630), Australia (122202), 
and the UK (185000) remain the top 
choice for Indian students hoping to 
pursue a degree abroad.
New Zealand
In November this year, New Zealand 
announced that international students 
who study for a postgraduate diploma 
for 30 weeks and transfer to a Master’s 
degree immediately afterward are now 
eligible for a Post Study Work (PSW) 
visa.

“Students who studied a Postgraduate 
Diploma (PGDip) for 30 weeks and 
immediately progressed to a Master’s 
degree, but were not enrolled in the 
Masters for 30 weeks, are now eligible 
to apply for a Post Study Work visa 
(PSWV) based on their PGDip enrol-
ment. This will give students more 
flexibility in their course of study and 
ensure they can remain eligible to 
work following their qualification,” the 
official notice stated.

Germany
In the 18th Asia-Pacific Conference of 
German Business, the German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz announced that 
Germany plans to increase the number 
of visas granted annually to skilled 
Indian workers to 90,000 from 20,000.
The updated dataset by the German 
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) 
also revealed that Indians continued 
to be among the top contributors to 

Germany’s international academic 
community, with around 49,000 stu-
dents and 6,700 researchers from India 
enrolled at German universities. Inter-
estingly, almost 80 per cent of interna-
tional researchers in Germany work at 
universities – including around 4,000 
professors – and around 20 per cent at 
non-university research institutions. 
Most international researchers came 
from India (6,700), China (5,900) and 
Italy (5,800).

UK
A dataset shared by the United King-
dom’s Home Office revealed there has 
been a fall of 23 per cent in Indian 
students going to the UK for higher 
studies, even as they continue to repre-
sent the largest group granted leave 
to remain on the Graduate Route visa 
which allows foreign students to work 
in Britain for two years after their 
degree.

Experts feared this decline in the 
number of Indian students is the first 
sign of the impact of stricter restric-
tions on most student visa holders’ 
right to bring along dependent family 
members, which took effect earlier 
this year. Meanwhile, while the former 
PM Rishi Sunak wanted to remove 
the graduate visa route, which permits 
international students to work or look 
for a job for two years after gradua-
tion, the Migration Advisory Commit-
tee (MAC) report recommended that 
the UK’s graduate visa route “remains 
in place in its current form.”
With the non-immigration friendly 
policies promoted by Rishi Sunak, the 
number of international students in 
the country declined in the past few 
years, leading to a possible financial 
crisis for some of the leading UK 
universities. Two recent reports — one 
by PricewaterhouseCoopers and the 
other by the Office for Students (OfS), 
the higher education regulator for the 
UK — predicted that 40 per cent of 
England’s universities face the danger 
of budget deficits this year. Follow-
ing several reports, UK announced a 
rise in university tuition fees by £285 
for the first time in eight years. This 
inflation-linked increase will now 
take the fees up to a record £9,535 per 
student.
Meanwhile, the Universities and Col-
leges Admissions Service (UCAS), a 
charity and private limited company 
that provides a central service between 
applicants and universities, has decid-
ed to launch a new format for personal 
statement/ statement of purpose from 
the 2026 academic session.

Australia
Australian government has given sev-
eral shocks and surprises to interna-
tional students this year as the country 
announced a proposal of limiting 
the number of international student 
enrollments at 2.70 lakh for 2025, with 
the intention of capping the migration 
levels. However, as this proposal was 
blocked by the Liberals and the Greens 
in the final sitting days of Parliament, 
the Australian government has now 
announced that the federal govern-
ment will attempt to reduce the inter-
national student numbers by ordering 
a “go-slow” on visa processing, once 
applications reach a target for each 
university.

The new Ministerial Direction 111 
(MD111) will divide student visas into 
two categories now: ‘high priority’ and 
‘standard priority’. All universities will 
receive high-priority processing up to 
80 per cent of their cap, after which 
the ‘standard priority’ processing will 
begin.

Additionally, international students 
must show proof of savings of at least 
A$29,710 ($19,576) to get their visa, 
the second increase in about seven 
months. It was raised to A$24,505 
from A$21,041 in October. In addition 
to this, English language requirements 
for student visas were increased in 
March and the government has been 
taking steps to end settings that al-
lowed students to prolong their stay.
Australia also launched a new visa 
programme that can benefit Indian 
students — MATES. Australia and In-
dia are further strengthening ties with 
the new Mobility Arrangement for 
Talented Early-professionals Scheme 
(MATES). This scheme is being 
introduced from late 2024. On May 

23, 2023, Australia and India entered 
into a Migration and Mobility Partner-
ship Arrangement (MMPA). Under 
MATES, Indian university graduates 
and early career professionals from 
India’s top universities will be able 
to apply for the MATES stream visa 
under the Temporary Work (Interna-
tional Relations) (Subclass 403), giving 
them the opportunity to live and 
work in Australia for up to two years. 
However, MATES participants will not 
be eligible to take part in this scheme 
more than once.

Philippines
The Philippines government this year 
approved an amendment to the Philip-
pine Medical Act allowing foreign 
nationals to practice medicine in the 
island nation. Now, international 
students, including Indians, will be 
able to practice medicine in the Philip-
pines.

Italy
Although a small change, but starting 
from January 10, 2025, Indian appli-
cants of type D visa will be required 
to schedule individual appointments 
for fingerprinting at Italian consulates. 
Type D visas are eligible for long-term 
stay. The study visa also falls in the 
‘type D’ visa category. This visa option 
is for applicants who wish to study 
or do research in Italy for a duration 
of more than 90 days — this includes 
both undergraduate and postgraduate 
studies.

This comes a year after the Italian 
government announced that Indian 
students hoping to stay in Italy after 
the completion of their degrees will 
now be allowed to stay in the country 
for an additional 12 months.
By: Education Desk
The Indian Express
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RECIPES
Aloo Tikki

These potato cutlets are bursting with flavour, 
thanks to the array of spices and fresh corian-
der. You can play around with the spices if you 
so wish - use the following spices and their 
amounts as a guideline and get creative in the 
kitchen! This is a great recipe to have on hand 
when you are short on ingredients but still want 
to make something more than a standard meal.
Ingredients
2 medium potatoes, raw (about 500g or 1.1lb)
½ small onion
2 cloves garlic minced
1 teaspoon salt (or to taste)
2 teaspoon ground coriander powder
1.25 teaspoon cumin seeds
0.5 teaspoon red chilli powder
0.5 teaspoon chat masala optional, adds a slight 
tang
0.5 teaspoon garam masala optional, adds rich-
ness
1 small handful chopped fresh coriander

1 teaspoon butter or ghee optional
1 egg for shallow frying
oil for shallow frying
Instructions
Cook your potatoes as per your preference 
(boil, steam, roast, microwave etc). Refrain from 
over-cooking the potatoes if you are steaming or 
boiling them.
Once cooked, peel and mash the potatoes
Add the rest of the ingredients (except the egg 
and oil for frying) and mix in, making sure to 
evenly distribute the spices. Don’t be afraid to 
use your hands!
Fom 6 equal cutlets (tikki) from the potato 
mixture
Refrigerate for a few hours. This step is optional 
but I find it helps the cutlets firm up and pre-
vents them from breaking during the flipping 
process when cooking
When ready to cook, beat one egg in a bowl and 
set aside. Heat a pan on medium heat with a 

light spray of oil.
Dip each cutlet into the egg mixture and place 
on the pan. Allow to cook on medium heat for 
about 5 minutes. Gently flip and let the other 
side cook, again for approximately 5 minutes. 
You may need to adjust the flame if you find the 
cutlets are browning too much or too little.
Your Aloo Tikki is ready! Serve however you 
want - these go lovely with rice and lentils, or on 
their own with chutneys.

Sitaphal Rabdi Recipe
Rabdi is a traditional Indian dessert, made dur-
ing the festivals or on special occasions. The 
milk is reduced to a creamy pudding texture and 
mildly sweetened. There is no short cut to a rich, 
creamy and luscious Rabdi recipe. The full fat 
milk needs to be slow cooked, and slowly keep 
collecting the layer of cream that forms at the 
surface. Sitaphal Rabdi Recipe is a delicious and 
clever way of sweetening the rabdi with the de-
seeded custard apple chunks. Well ripe custard 
apple is pretty sweet on its own, so you would 
not need any sugar to be added to the recipe. 
Serve the chilled Sitaphal Rabdi Recipe
Ingredients
1-1/2 liter Milk , full fat
3 Custard apple (Sitaphal) , de-seeded and pulp 
collected
1/4 cup Whole Almonds (Badam) , slivered
1/4 cup Pistachios , slivered
1 teaspoon Cardamom Powder (Elaichi)
How to make Sitaphal Rabdi Recipe
To begin making Sitaphal Rabdi Recipe, de-seed 
the custard apples and collect the pulp in a bowl 

and keep aside.

Pour the milk in a heavy bottom pan and bring 
it to a rolling boil.

Add the cardamom powder and simmer the 
milk.

Lower the heat and let it simmer till a thick layer 
of cream forms on its surface.

Collect the cream on the sides of the pan and 
simmer the milk further.

Keep collecting the thick layer of milk till the 
milk is reduced to a considerable amount.

Once you collect all the thick layer of the cream, 
switch off the heat and transfer the collected 
cream to a big bowl and let it cool completely.

Add in the custard apple pulp, slivered almonds, 
pistachios and mix gently.

Refrigerate for 2 to 3 hours before serving.Serve 
the chilled Sitaphal Rabdi Recipe at the Diwali 
party menu at home the coming season and let 
your guest rejoice in its sweetness.

Serve the chilled Sitaphal Rabdi Recipe at the 
Diwali party menu along with other Diwali des-
sert

Cinnamon Palmiers
Ingredients
⅓ cup white sugar
¾ teaspoon ground cinnamon
⅛ teaspoon ground cardamom
¼ cup white sugar
1 sheet frozen puff pastry, thawed
1 tablespoon butter, melted
Directions
Gather all ingredients.
Mix 1/3 cup sugar, cinnamon, and cardamom 
together in a small bowl.
Sprinkle remaining 1/4 cup sugar onto a work 
surface. Unfold puff pastry and place over sugar; 
roll out to a 10x15-inch rectangle. Brush pastry 

with melted butter, then sprinkle sugar mixture 
evenly over top.
Starting with one long edge, roll pastry tightly 
around filling, stopping in the middle of the 
rectangle.
Repeat with the opposite edge, rolling to the 
center and meeting the first roll. Wet your finger 
with water and dot along the long edges where 
the two rolls touch; press gently to seal. Refrig-
erate until slightly firm, 5 to 10 minutes.
Meanwhile, preheat the oven to 375 degrees F 
(190 degrees C). Line a baking sheet with parch-
ment paper.

Cut chilled pastry into 1/4-inch slices; place 1 
inch apart onto the prepared baking sheet.
Bake in the preheated oven until golden and 
crisp, about 12 minutes. Let rest briefly on the 
baking sheet before transferring to a wire rack 
to cool completely.
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REMEMBERING RAFI SAHAB...on his birthday Dec 24th ...!!!!
Legends Greet- This pic was clicked during foreign tour when Kishore ji 
visited Rafi Sahab’ s residence in London ( Most probably in 1969 or in 

1972)
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Javaid Iqbal
Professor Irfan Habib- 
a giant of medieval 
Indian History. Born 
in 1931 in a family 
with a rich history in 
the Indian freedom 
movement. He is a 
Professor Emeritus 
at Aligarh Muslim 
University and still 
rides his bicycle to the 
Department at the age 
of 93.

The Business Man’s Post
This image is the  F0UNDER of T£SLA.... He’s 
not Elon Musk.
His name is Martin Eberhard...
Martin ran his company Tesla from 2003 to 
2008...at one point, he and his Co founder, Marc 
Tarpenning needed money and they started 
hunting investors. Their path crossed with Elon 
Musk who had just sold a business and had 
some cash.... Elon Musk saw the opportunity 
in Tesla and invested about $6 milli0n d0llars... 
Fast forward to 2024, Tesla is now worth  Bil-
li0ns, while Martin and Marc who were the 
founders have both lost their positions in Tesla.
Here’s the lesson...
Tesla Founders, Martin and Marc are ENTRE-
PRENEURS whose business was at the point 

of bankruptcy ..... They had a great idea and 
worked for 5 years to build that idea into a busi-
ness... But they didn’t have the money to invest 
in that idea. 
Another entrepreneur with the mind of an 
investor saw a bigger picture. His name is Elon 
Musk. Today, Elon Musk, with an initial invest-
ment of about 6 milli0n dollars controls Tesla 
and has become one of the world’s most influen-
tial man.
My take; life sometimes can be very compli-
cated! 
Martin and Marc had two options. Either find 
an investor or watch the firm go into bankrupt-
cy. Selling for 6 million dollars and retaining 
minimal stake that is now valued at $230 mil-

lion was good business. They actually saved the 
big picture.

Auto Veteran’s
 How to Read & Determine Tire Size for Your 
Vehicle:
With a little explanation, it’s easy to understand 
what all of the letters and numbers mean on 
your tire’s sidewall. The numbers are indicators 
of the size, type, and performance of the tire.
1. Tire Type:
The letter “P” at the beginning of the “Tire 
Size” tells us the tire is a P-Metric tire, referring 
to tires made to certain standards within the 
United States, intended for Passenger vehicles.
2. Tire Width:
It is the width of the tire measured in millime-
ters from sidewall to sidewall. The first three-
digit number in the tire size refers to the tire 
width. For instance, in a size P215/65 R15 tire, 
the width is 215 millimeters.
3. Aspect Ratio:
It is the ratio of the height of the tire’s cross-
section to its width. The two-digit number after 
the slash mark in a tire size is the aspect ratio. 
For example, in a size P215/65 R15 tire, the 65 
means that the height is equal to 65% of the 
tire’s width.
4. Construction:
The letter “R” in a tire size stands for Radial, 
which means the layers run radially across the 

tire.
5. Wheel Diameter:
It is the size of the 
wheel measured from 
one end to the other. 
It tells us the size of 
the wheel that the tire 
is intended to fit. A 
size P215/65 R15 tire 
is made for a wheel 
with a 15” diameter.
6. Load Index:
Indicates the maxi-
mum load that the 
tire can support when 
properly inflated. 
You’ll also find the 
maximum load on the 
tire sidewall, in both 
pounds and kilo-
grams. 
7. Speed Rating:
Tells you the maximum speed capability of a 
tire. Often speed ratings are matched to the top 
speed capability of the vehicle. For example, 
a tire with an H-speed rating has a maximum 
speed capability of 130 mph or 210 km/h. 

8. DOT Symbol:
The letters “DOT” on the sidewall indicate that 
the tire complies with all applicable Federal 
Motor Vehicle Safety Standards in the United 
States.

Abdul Rauf Khan’
Abdul Rauf Khan is with 
ICNA Relief and  in 
Oklahoma City, OK.
Inna Lillahi wa Inna 
Ilayhi Raji’un
Today, the ICNA Relief 
family came together in 
Oklahoma to attend the 
Janazah of our beloved 
brother, Br. Tuseef 
Cheema nephew of Dr. 
Zahid Cheema. At just 
27 years old, Br. Tuseef 
tragically passed away 
in a car accident while 
traveling back from class. 
He leaves behind a griev-
ing wife and two young 
children.  
Br. Tuseef was not just a 
colleague but a shining 
example of dedication 

and compassion. As a 
member of our ICNA 
Relief team, he worked 
tirelessly at our Shifa 
Clinic, serving those in 
need, all while pursu-
ing his degree to build 
a brighter future for his 
family. His life was a 
testament to hard work, 
service, and faith.  
Standing by his graveside 
today, seeing this young 
man lowered into the 
earth with all his dreams 
and plans unfulfilled, we 
were reminded of the 
verse:  
”*  
And you do not will 
except that Allah wills. 
Indeed, Allah is Ever-

Knowing and Wise.”* 
(Surah Al-Insan: 30)  
Indeed, we make plans, 
but Allah is the best of 
planners.  
May Allah forgive his 
shortcomings, and grant 
him the highest ranks 
in Jannat-ul-Firdous. 
May Allah (SWT) 
be the Guardian and 
Sustainer for his wife 
and children, granting 
them SABR (patience) 
and strength during 
this unimaginably dif-
ficult time.  
Please keep Br. Tuseef 
and his family in your 
duas. 
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What’s preventive care and what’s covered?
When it comes to your health, there’s no such 
thing as starting too early. Eating whole, nutri-
tious foods, staying active, limiting alcohol, 
managing stress and getting routine checkups 
are all part of your preventive care.

Think of preventive care appointments like 
car maintenance. You likely bring your car in 
regularly for an oil check, tire rotation and 
break inspection to catch any issues and help 
keep your car running smoothly for as long as 
possible. Preventive care is routine health care 
that helps you stay on top of your health — and 
catch anything before it becomes serious. 

What’s considered preventive care?
Preventive care includes the services you get 
as part of your routine well exam. Most health 
plans cover eligible preventive care services, 
which means you’ll pay $0 out of pocket. Pre-
ventive care includes:

Your annual physical care exam
Vaccines
Well-baby and well-child care
Recommended cancer tests and screenings at 
certain ages for skin, breast, colon, prostate, 
lung and cervical cancer
Other health screenings for things like osteopo-
rosis and diabetes
What’s not considered preventive care?
There are times when certain tests and screen-
ings aren’t considered preventive care. Things 
like diagnostic care, bloodwork and sexually 
transmitted infection (STI) testing may or may 
not be considered preventive.
Diagnostic care
Health plans cover preventive and diagnostic 
care differently. It’s important to know which 
services fall into each category so you can 
budget. Diagnostic care includes care or treat-
ment when you already have symptoms or risk 
factors and your doctor wants to diagnose them. 
For example, if a woman finds a lump in her 
breast and gets a mammogram, that screening is 
considered a diagnostic mammogram instead of 
a preventive mammogram.
Bloodwork
Labs are an important part of your health care. 
Labs done during or as part of your well exam, 
including a complete blood count (CBC) and 
bloodwork used to check cholesterol levels and 
diabetes markers are likely always going to be 
covered. However, other blood chemistry tests 
(like kidney or liver function and vitamin D or 
iron levels) are not considered preventive care.
STI testing
Certain STI tests, like HIV, hepatitis B and C 
and syphilis are considered preventive for peo-
ple at certain ages or with specific risk factors. 
Ask your doctor which STI tests may be covered 
as part of your preventive care visit.
What to expect at preventive care exams

You might be wondering where to get a physi-
cal exam. Typically, you’ll see your primary care 
provider (PCP) for your annual checkup. You 
can see any provider you’d like as long as they’re 
in your plan’s network. Otherwise, you may pay 
out of pocket for your preventive care visit. So, 
what is in a physical exam? Each person’s visit 
will look a little different, but here’s what you 
can expect.

Height, weight and body mass index (BMI) as-
sessment
Your Body Mass Index (BMI) is an estimate 
of your body mass based on your height and 
weight. It can help you determine if you’re at a 
healthy weight. 

Heart rate check and heart exam
A healthy resting heart rate for adults is typically 
between 60 and 100 beats per minute (bpm).4  
During a heart exam, your doctor listens to 
your heart with a stethoscope to check for signs 
of heart disease, like an irregular heartbeat or 
murmur. 

Lab work
Regular lab work can help you and your doctor 
understand how well your body is functioning. 
Ask your doctor which tests are considered pre-
ventive (like cholesterol and blood glucose) and 
which you may have to pay for out of pocket 
(like a thyroid panel).

Blood pressure test
Normal blood pressure is considered 120/80 
mm Hg (millimeters of mercury) or less.3  It’s 
important to know your numbers so you can 
keep your blood pressure in check.

Lung exam
Like a heart exam, lungs are checked for signs of 
disease, like wheezing or crackling.

Cancer screenings for adults
Common cancer screenings are recommended 
based on your age and risk factors.

Vaccines
Recommendations depend on your age and 
other factors. Some, like the flu shot, are recom-
mended annually.5  See more about immuniza-
tions from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.
How can I prepare for my preventive care visit?
Make the most of the time you have with your 
provider during your annual checkup. Use these 
checklists to come prepared, and leave feeling 
confident and informed.
What to bring
Your member ID card and a photo ID (like your 
driver’s license).

A list of your medications, including over-the-

counter products, prescriptions, vitamins and 
supplements you currently take. Some medi-
cines and even “natural” products can interact 
with each other, which can be dangerous.

Quick tip: Bring your bottles and containers in a 
bag if it’s easier than making a list.

Health history with details about your family 
medical history as well as your personal health 
history.

Questions, concerns and any symptoms you’re 
experiencing.

A family member or friend. (They can help 
make sure you catch all the details.)

Quick tip: Jot down important information on a 
notepad or on your phone. Ask your doctor for 
a copy of your appointment notes.
Common lab tests typically covered under 
preventive care include: a complete blood count 
(CBC), lipid panel (cholesterol levels), blood 
sugar checks for diabetes, certain sexually 
transmitted infection (STI) tests like HIV and 
Hepatitis B/C, depending on risk factors, and 
sometimes basic metabolic panels depending on 
your health situation; always check with your 
insurance plan for specific coverage. 
Key points about preventive lab tests:
The office visit and the lipid screening, recom-
mended by the United States Preventive Services 
Task Force (USPSTF), are covered under the 
100% preventive benefit.
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Indian Cinema Old’s Post
Karan Kapoor, born on January 18, 1962, is a 
photographer, former actor, and model, and 
the son of legendary actors Shashi Kapoor and 
Jennifer Kendal. He first gained recognition as 
a model, becoming the face of Bombay Dye-
ing in the 1980s. Karan made his acting debut 
in Shyam Benegal’s critically acclaimed Junoon 
(1978), which featured his family. He went on 
to appear in films like Sultanat (1986) and Loha 

(1987) and the British series The Jewel in the 
Crown (1984), but his acting career was short-
lived.
Karan eventually found his passion in photog-
raphy. Now based in Chelsea, London, he runs 
a photography business and lives with his wife 
Lorna and their children, Aliya and Zak. Af-
ter nearly 25 years, he returned to India with 
his Time & Tide exhibition, capturing Anglo-

Indian communities. 
Deeply connected 
to his roots, Karan 
continues to explore 
India through his 
lens, blending his 
artistic heritage 
with his love for 
storytelling.

Bollywood fans Club Roshan Alam
The Remarkable Journey and Tragic End of Di-
vya Bharti: A Bollywood Star Gone Too Soon
Divya Bharti (February 25, 1974 - April 5, 1993) 
was a talented Indian film actress who quickly 
rose to fame in the early 1990s. Born to Meeta 
and Om Prakash Bharti, she abandoned her 
studies at the age of 16 to pursue a career in 
acting. Her debut film, “Bobbili Raja” (1990), 
was a Telugu movie co-starring Venkatesh and 
later dubbed into Hindi as “Rampur Ka Raja.” 
She continued to shine in Telugu cinema with 
notable films such as “Dharma Kshetram,” 
“Tholi Madhu,” and “Rowdy Alludu,” working 
alongside prominent actors like Chiranjeevi and 
Prashanth.
Divya’s Hindi film debut came in 1992 with 
“Vishwatma.” Though the film did not perform 
well at the box office, it showcased her acting 
abilities, and the song “Saat Samundar” from the 

film became a hit. She quickly became a sensa-
tion in Bollywood, starring in several successful 
films that year, including “Dil Hi To Hai,” “Dee-
wana,” “Shola Aur Shabnam,” “Dil Aashna Hai,” 
“Kshatriya,” “Jaan Se Pyaara,” and “Geet.” Her 
performances earned her the Filmfare Lux New 
Face Award in 1992, solidifying her position as a 
leading actress in the industry.
In May 1992, Divya secretly married Bollywood 
producer Sajid Nadiadwala, converting to Islam 
and taking the name Sana Nadiadwala. She kept 
her marriage hidden due to family issues and 
concerns about its impact on her burgeoning 
career.
Tragically, Divya’s life was cut short on April 5, 
1993, when she fell from an apartment building 
in Mumbai. The circumstances surrounding her 
death remain shrouded in mystery, with various 
theories suggesting accidental fall, foul play, or 

intoxication. Despite 
an investigation, no 
conclusive evidence 
was found.
Two of her films, 
“Rang” and “Shatranj,” 
were released posthu-
mously and dedicated 
to her memory. Her 
husband, Sajid Nadi-
adwala, continues to 
honor her legacy by 
dedicating his produced films to her memory.
Divya Bharti’s brief yet impactful career and her 
untimely demise left an indelible mark on In-
dian cinema, making her a beloved figure whose 
legacy endures in the hearts of her fans.

Karnajit Chowdhury’s Post
Ajit vs. Pran: Bollywood’s Legendary Villains 
and Character Actors
Ajit and Pran, two stalwarts of Bollywood’s 
golden era, redefined the art of portraying 
antagonists and unforgettable supporting 
roles with their charismatic performances and 
unique personas.
Ajit, born in Golconda, Hyderabad, in 1922, 
stood tall at 5’11” and was best known for his 
suave villainous roles. Making his debut with 
“Shahe Misra” (1946), he initially played heroic 
roles before gaining fame as the quintessential 
Bollywood villain in films like “Zanjeer” and 
“Kalicharan”. Known for his iconic dialogues 
and stylish demeanor, Ajit also had a colorful 
personal life, with marriages to an Anglo-Indi-
an woman, Shahida Ali Khan, and Sara Ahlu-

walia. A father to five sons, including Shehzad, 
Ajit’s legacy endures through his distinctive 
contribution to Indian cinema.
Pran, born in Lahore in 1920, was a master of 
versatility. At 5’7”, he began his illustrious career 
with “Yamla Jat” (1947) and went on to appear 
in over 350 films. Renowned for his villainous 
roles in classics like “Madhumati” and “Jis Desh 
Mein Ganga Behti Hai”, Pran later won hearts 
with his transition to positive characters in films 
like “Upkar” and “Zanjeer”. Married to Shukla 
Sikand, he was a devoted father to three chil-
dren, including Sunil Sikand. Pran’s enduring 
influence earned him the title of Bollywood’s 
most versatile actor.
Both legends defined eras with their magnetic 
performances and remain timeless icons in 

Indian cinema.

Indian Cinema Old’s Post
Nafisa Ali was born in Kolkata to a Bengali 
father, Ahmed Ali, and an Anglo-Indian 
mother, Philomena Torresan. She comes from 
a family with a rich heritage—her grandfa-
ther, S. Wajid Ali, was a Bengali writer, and 
her aunt, Zaib-un-Nissa Hamidullah, was a 
prominent Pakistani journalist. Nafisa is also 
related to the Bangladeshi freedom fighter and 
soldier Bir Pratik Akhtar Ahmed. Growing 
up, she attended La Martiniere Calcutta, and 
later studied Vedanta under Swami Chinma-
yananda.
Nafisa has achieved success in multiple fields. 
She was the national swimming champion 

from 1972 to 1974, and in 1976, she won the 
Femina Miss India title and placed as the 2nd 
runner-up at the Miss International contest. 
She was also a jockey at the Calcutta Gym-
khana in 1979.
Her acting career began in the 1970s, and she 
has been part of several popular Bollywood 
films, including Junoon (1979) with Shashi 
Kapoor, Major Saab (1998) with Amitabh 
Bachchan, Bewafaa (2005), Life In A... Metro 
(2007), and Yamla Pagla Deewana (2010) 
with Dharmendra. Nafisa also appeared in the 
Malayalam film Big B (2007) alongside Mam-
mootty.
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Timeless Classic Cinema’s

Zakir Hussain was married to Antonia 
Minnecola, a Kathak dancer and teacher 
who also managed his career. Together, 
they had two daughters—Anisa, a film-
maker and UCLA graduate, and Isabella, 
who is studying dance in Manhattan.
Zakir Hussain ,the  legendary tabla 
player, composer and music producer  
brought Indian classical music to the 
global stage. The eldest son of the re-
nowned tabla maestro Alla Rakha, Zakir 
Hussain’s remarkable talent and versatil-
ity earned him worldwide recognition. 
Over his illustrious career, he received 
seven Grammy nominations, winning 
four, including three in 2024.

Apart from his global fame, he was hon-
ored with prestigious awards like the 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1990 
and the Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellow-
ship (Ratna Sadsya) in 2018. In the Unit-
ed States, he was awarded the National 
Heritage Fellowship, the highest honor 
for traditional artists.
Zakir Hussain’s life was a perfect blend of 
tradition and innovation. His contribu-
tions to Indian music, his collaborations 
across genres, and his ability to connect 
cultures have left a legacy that will inspire 
generations to come.

Olden Indian Cinema’s
This is a lovely and intimate image of the legendary 
playback singer Talat Mahmood Sahab at home with 
his family, showcasing his warmth and grounded 
personality. Sitting alongside his wife Nasreen, son 
Khalid, and daughter Sabina, the photo offers a rare 

glimpse into the personal life of one of India’s most 
melodious voices.
Talat Mahmood, known as the “King of Ghazals,” 
enthralled audiences with his soulful renditions and 
distinct voice, which brought unparalleled emotion 

to Indian music. Beyond his mu-
sical genius, this photo reflects 
his life as a devoted family man, 
exuding simplicity and love.

FATEH
Fateh, a mystery man who believes he has left 
his past behind him, devotes himself to starting 
a tranquil new life in Punjab. However, when 
a local girl falls victim to cyber mafia and goes 
missing in Delhi, he is unable to walk away. 
With his powerful skills, Fateh emerges from 
self-imposed retirement as an avenging angel, 
determined to bring down the entire cyber ma-
fia syndicate.
he teaser for Fateh, starring Sonu Sood, has set 
pulses racing with its promising glimpse into an 
action-packed and brutal cinematic experience. 
Sood, known for his impactful performances, 
appears poised to deliver yet another power-
house role in this upcoming film. The teaser 
hints at intense action sequences and a gripping 
narrative that promises to keep audiences on 
the edge of their seats. With Sood’s command-
ing presence and the teaser’s adrenaline-fueled 
moments, Fateh emerges as a highly anticipated 
movie that is set to captivate fans of action 
cinema with its raw intensity and compelling 

storytelling.
◁ On our channel we create а trailer mashups ▷
Also known as recut trailers, involve collect-
ing multiple pieces of film footage from one or 
multiple movies and Add Our Own Dialogues 
To Make A New And Fresh Story, editing them 
to create a new trailer. Trailer mashups are often 
created for a movie that does not exist now or to 
change the genre of an existing film. These are 
derivative works as defined by the United States 
Copyright Act 17 U.S.C. § 101, and as such, may 
find protection from copyright claims under the 
doctrine of fair use.

The trailer mashups are not only a user gener-
ated form of digital creativity but a way to create 
anticipation for future releases, working in tan-
dem with current movie trailers. Movie trailers 
are designed to give minimal plot detail and to 
create hype and anticipation. Fan made trailer 
mashups allow the audience to perform their 
own cinematic spin on current movie footage. 

This allows the trailer to focus on a specific ac-
tor or portion of the film. It could even change 
the plot or genre of the film entirely.

This video is a parody DUE to its derivative/ 
transformative nature this video is covered as a 
Fair Use of material.

Azaad teaser: Ajay Devgn introduces Rasha Thadani, Aaman 
Devgan in period drama

Actor Ajay Devgn has released the teaser for his 
upcoming period film Azaad, which tells the 
story of a family’s love for their loyal horse. The 
movie marks the debut of his nephew, Aaman 
Devgan, and Raveena Tandon’s daughter, Rasha 
Thadani.

Set in Pre-Independence India, the film fea-
tures Ajay Devgn as a skilled horse rider deeply 
bonded with his loyal horse. As he evades the 
brutal English armies, leaping over valleys, 
the horse goes missing amidst the chaos. His 

nephew, portrayed by Aaman Devgan, is 
then tasked with the mission to find the 
lost companion.
Azaad is directed by Abhishek Kapoor, 
known for films like Kai Po Che, Kedar-
nath, Rock On and others. The upcoming 
film is bankrolled by stalwarts Ronnie 
Screwvala and Pragya Kapoor. Apart from 
Ajay Devgn, Rasha and Amaan, the film 
also stars Diana Penty.

Azaad is set for release on the big screen in 
January 2025.
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Mawlana Shaykh Najmuddin 

Al-Jeelani Saqeb Pasha had a distinguished meeting with the 
esteemed Shuyukh of Jamia Nizamia, during which he felicitat-
ed the esteemed scholars, specially Hazrath Moulana Saifullah 
Sahab, on his appointment as the new Shaykh ul Jamia of Jamia 
Nizamia. The prominent scholars present were (R-L):
Hazrath Moulana Mufti Khaleel Ahmed Sahab - Chancellor of 
Jamia Nizamia
Mawlana Shaykh Najmuddin Al-Jeelani Saqeb Pasha - Chair-
man, All India Sunni Ulama Board
Hazrath Moulana Saifullah Sahab - Vice Chancellor of Jamia 
Nizamia
Hazrath Moulana Syed Ziauddin Naqshbandi Sahab - Chief 
Mufti of Jamia Nizamia

Najmuddin Javed hosted  a grand live show by the name of Ashiqui 
nights with bollywood hero Rahul Roy 
Rahul has released audio romantic song sung & composed by Najmud-
din

Actor Rahul Roy with Iftekhar Shareef and Mumtaz Ali Akram

Property registrations in Hyderabad saw 12 per cent dip in 2024
HYDERABAD: Property registrations in Hy-
derabad declined by 12% year-on-year (YoY) 
to 5,516 units in November 2024, compared 
to 6,268 units in the same period last year. The 
registrations also dropped 6% month-on-month 
from 5,894 units in October 2024, according to 
the latest report released by Knight Frank India.

The total value of home sales in November 
2024 stood at Rs 3,495 crore, marking a 7% 
YoY decline from Rs 3,741 crore in November 
2023 and a 3% MoM drop from Rs 3,617 crore 
in October 2024. Despite the overall decline in 
registrations, there was an increase in the regis-
tration of high-value homes.

The report highlighted a 3% YoY rise in the 

demand for premium homes priced above Rs 1 
crore. Properties priced under Rs 50 lakh con-
tinued to dominate registrations, but the share 
of high-value properties rose from 12% in No-
vember 2023 to 14% in November 2024, reflect-
ing a trend toward luxury property investments.

In terms of property sizes, units ranging be-
tween 1,000 to 2,000 square feet accounted for 
69% of all registrations. Among the districts, 
Medchal-Malkajgiri led with 42% of registra-
tions, followed by Rangareddy with 41% , and 
Hyderabad contributing the remaining 17%.

Between January and November 2024, Hy-
derabad’s home sales reached Rs 43,574 crore, 
representing a 27% YoY increase compared to 

Rs 34,205 crore during the same period in 2023. 
The number of units registered also rose from 
64,658 in 2023 to 70,796 in 2024.

Knight Frank India CMD Shishir Baijal said: 
“Property registrations in Hyderabad moderat-
ed in November 2024, but demand for high-val-
ue homes remains robust, reflecting a growing 
preference for larger and premium properties. 
This trend is driven by strong economic funda-
mentals and aspirations for improved lifestyles.”

The Hyderabad residential market includes Hy-
derabad, Rangareddy, Medchal-Malkajgiri and 
Sangareddy districts, covering transactions in 
both primary and secondary real estate markets.
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Bareilly Court issues notice to 
Asaduddin Owaisi for raising 
“Jai Palestine” slogan during 

oath-taking as MP

A Bareilly Court has issued a notice to All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Mus-
limeen (AIMIM) President Asaduddin Owaisi, instructing him to appear 
in court. The notice pertains to an incident where Owaisi raised pro-Pal-
estine slogans while taking his oath as a Member of Parliament.
The court has asked the AIMIM Chief to appear for a hearing on January 
7, 2025.

The case has been filed by advocate Virendra Gupta who has accused 
Owaisi of violating constitutional and legal norms.
Earlier in June, Asaduddin Owaisi concluded taking his oath as a mem-
ber of the Lok Sabha with the words “Jai Palestine”.

Owaisi defeated Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) candidate, Madhavi Latha 
Kompella, with a margin of 3,38,087 votes in the recent parliamentary 
election for a fifth consecutive victory from Hyderabad in Telangana.

While being sworn in as an MP in the 18th Session of the Lok Sabha, 
Owaisi ended his oath with the words, “Jai Bhim, Jai Meem, Jai Telan-
gana, Jai Palestine.”

Hyderabad: Great-
er Hyderabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation 
(GHMC)’s standing 
committee has ap-
proved 8,440 crore 
budget for the 2025-
26 fiscal. 
The estimated revenue receipts and revenue 
expenditure have been proposed at 4,445 crore 
and 4,000 crore respectively, with 445 crore 
surplus.
The revenue receipts estimated in the 2024-25 
budget were 5,938 crore, which included 1,200 
crore of govt grants (compensation to GHMC 
for debt servicing). However, the govt con-
sidered and allocated funds of 2,654 crore to 
GHMC under assistance for H-CITI (capital 
grants).
Accordingly, revenue receipts were revised from 
5,938 crore to 4,052 crore in the revised bud-
get estimates for 2024-25. The major share of 
revenue expenditure was towards establishment 
expenditure. tnn

Total ORR Exit Numbers are 19. 
Distance Between Exit No 17 (Rajendra Nagar En-
try Point) To Exit No 16 (Shamshabad Exit Point) is 
8.25km 
 
Exit No 1 - Kokapet/Financial District 
Exit No 2 - Edula Nagulapally/Kollur  
Exit No 3 - Patancheru/Mumbai Highway 
Exit No 4 - Sultanpur 
Exit No 5 - Dindigal/ Medak Road/Balanagar Road 
Exit No 6 - Medchal/Nizamabad-Nagpur Highway 
Exit No 7 - Shamirpet/Karimnagar Highway 
Exit No 8 - Keesara 
Exit No 9 - Ghatkesar/Yadadri-Warangal Highway 
Exit No 10 - Taramptipet/Gourelly/Nagole Road 
Exit No 11 - Pedda Amberpet/Vijayawada Highway 
Exit No 12 - Bonguluru/Nagarjuna Sagar Road 
Exit No 13 - Raviryal/Wonderla 
Exit No 14 - Tukkuguda/Srisailam Highway 
Exit No 15 - Pedda Golconda 

Exit No 16 - Shamshabad/Kurnool-Bangalore 
Highway 
Exit No 17 - Rajendra Nagar 
Exit No 18 - TSPA/Vikarabad Road/Chilkur 
Temple Road 
Exit No 19 - Nanakramguda/Narsingi  
 
Total length - 158 Km 
Design speed - 120 Kmph 
Right of Way (ROW) - 150 m 
Main Carriage Way - 8 lanes 
Hard shoulder for emergency Parking/break-
down vehicles - 3 m wide. 
Width of Central Median - 5 m 
Service Roads on either side - 2 lanes 
Interchanges - 19 
Speed limit - 100 kmph 
Challan for overspeeding - INR 1035

Death Anniver-
sary of Qaid-e-
Millat Nawab 
Bahadur Yaar 
Jung (RA) 
founder AIMIM 
party on 5th 
Jan 2025 : 
 
Under the banner 
of Majlis Bachao 
Tehreek (MBT) 
there will be a “Jalse 
Yaad-e-Qaide Millat 
Nawab Bahadur Yaar 
Jung (RA)” to mark 
the death anniversa-
ry of departed leader 
Bahadur Yaar Jung 
founder AIMIM.The 
said Public Meeting 
will be held on 5th 
Jan 2025 (Sunday) 
from 8:00 PM to 
10:00 PM at Da-
beerpura Drwaza, 
Yakutpura Presided 
by Majeed Ullah 
Khan @ Farhat Khan 
(President) MBT and 
addressed by other 
other MBT leaders. 
 
Before the Public 
Meeting there will be 
recital of Quran after 
Namaz-e-Zohar at 
MBT Office, Chan-
chalguda followed by 
MBT leaders visiting 
the Grave Yard in 
Musheerabad to pay 
floral tributes after 
Namaz-e-Asar. 
 
All MBT workers 
& sympathizers are 
requested to attend 
above said programs 
without fail. 
 
Amjed Ullah Khan  
(Spokesman) MBT
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On the lighter side....
Dispatching her ten-year-old son to pick up a 
pizza, my sister handed him money and a two-
dollar coupon.

Later he came home with the pizza and the 
coupon.

When asked to explain, he replied, “Mom, I had 
enough money. I didn’t need the coupon.”
-----------------------------------------------------
Judge asks the defendant, “Why did you steal 
that car, Mr. Jones?”

Mr. Jones looks down, “I just had to get to work 
for an important meeting.”

The judge keeps asking, “Well why didn’t you 
take a bus?”

Mr. Jones looks up, surprised, “Don’t you need a 
special license to drive the bus?”

-----------------------------------------------------I 
came home from work this evening and said to 
my wife, “Are we having salad for dinner?”

“Yes we are, how did you know?” she asked.

I replied, “Because I can’t hear the smoke 
alarm.”
-----------------------------------------------------
A little old lady sold pretzels on a street corner 
for 25 cents each. Every day a young man would 

leave his office building at lunch time and, as he 
passed her pretzel stand, he would leave her a 
quarter, but would never take a pretzel.

This went on for more than five years. The 
two of them never spoke. One day as the man 
passed the old ladies pretzel stand and left his 
quarter as usual, the pretzel woman spoke to 
him,

“Sir, I appreciate your business. You are a good 
customer, but I have to tell you that the pretzel 
price has increased to 35 cents.”
------------------------------------------------------
When a new child visited our Sunday school, 
the teacher greeted him and asked his age. The 
little boy held up four fingers.

“Oh, you’re four,” said the teacher. “And when 
will you be 5?”

The child stared at her and after a few seconds 
replied, “When I hold up the other finger.”

------------------------------------------------------
“Are you an actress, auntie?”

“No darling, why do you ask?”

“Because Daddy says whenever you come over, 
we have a scene.
-----------------------------------------------------
A nursery school driver was delivering a van full 
of kids home one day when a fire truck zoomed 
past. Sitting in the front seat of the truck was a 
Dalmatian dog. The children started discussing 
the dog’s duties.

“They use him to keep crowds back,” said 
Tommy.

“No,” said Billy, “he’s just for good luck.”

Peter brought the argument to a close. “They 
use the dogs,” he said firmly, “to find the fire 
hydrants.”
-----------------------------------------------------
Little Johnny ran into the room sobbing as 
through his heart would break.
“Whats the problem Johnny?” asked his mother.
“Oh, daddy was hanging a picture and he 
dropped it on his toe,” replied Johnny.

“Why, that’s nothing to cry about. You should be 
laughing at that,” said his mother.

“I did,” Johnny replied.


