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BELIEVE - Part lll
By Bob Smaill

| once had a dream whera | was in God's hand and facing Jesus | asked this question, “Why doas God love me after all |
have done?” His answer was quite profound as He said, "Because He made you, now 9o and help others.”

With man, the problem in this world lays in God's adversary, satan - the devil. | find it interesting that there is often a
commaon belief with people that have experienced hardship and loss of loved onas that God is to blame, They had
become angry at Him as if it was His will that we suffer. | use o be one in this camp. Yet satan is nowhera o be seen in
this blaming game. In the following Scripture, God is showing us who has been given control of this word as Jesus isin
the desert being tempted by satan, ““f will give You (Jesus) the glory of these kingdoms and authority over them',
the devil said, 'because they are mine to give to anyone | please. [ will give it all to You if You worship me." (John
4:6-T) This clearly indicates that what happens in this world is under satan’s rule. The meaning of satan is the accuser’,
This means he is the one that should be shouldering all blame for evil and bad in this world. Over and over, he is the one
that spreads lies into the minds of men and women that has caused all chaos, diseasa and death in our warld. The
accuser has no trug power but gains acocess o lives through lies and deceit. Afler convincimg them to accept a belief
system, ha raps them with shame, guilt and accusations that he himsealf is guilty of, and through all of it, he creates fear,
The accuser is the source of bitterness, pride and self-cenleradnass.

God gives us choice, probably for various reasons. | believe one of the reasons is o see what is in our hears, what do we
truly beligve in our aclions, The thing with choice is thera is a lie that will try o draw you away and deceive you from that
which is of God and good. God does not allow you to choose then force you into it, That would be a dictatorship and we
would be in a situation of *having to" rather than “wanting to". God wanis us to experience a love of purity that we will
choose no matter what happens in this world, With satan in the picture in my experience, this can only happen if we axpe-
rence and come o know Who God truly is. We cannot try to figure Him out or think our way into a relalionship with God.
Ve can experience Him and feel Him only with the aid of His Holy Spirit.

Remember in Believe Part | where | talked of Adam and Eve accepting satan’s lie and balieving his decaption? Because
of believing the lie he planted in their mind they look action and his belief system then began to reflect in their lives. They
went from pure spiritual beings in the Garden, to falling into physical beings on earth, realizing their nakedness and
shame after accepling his lies into their Iives. Just to note, Adam was equally responsible 2o this 1S NOT 1o be a gender
Blaming issue at all! The point is through the serpent; satan planted thoughts of doubt and deceit in their minds to not trust
God, just as he does today in both men and women,

God did not want us 1o experience the evil that satan carries. There were two trees in the center of the Garden of Eden,
the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. God gave Adam one waming, not io eat of the tree of good and
evil, Why? Because God knew safan was that ireee, Lucifier was jealous of man and wanted man and woman 1o fall just as
he did. These next verses talk of worldly wisdom versus wisdom from God. “But if you are bitterly jealous and there Is
selfish ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the truth with boasting and lying. For jealously and selfishness are
not God's kind of wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual and demonic. For wherever there is jealously and
selfish ambition, there you will find evil of every kind. But wisdom from abowe is first of all pure. It is also peace
loving, gentle at all imes and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. It shows no favoritism
and is always sincere,"” (James 3:14-15) | believe the tree of good and evil represents satan and that he possesses the
worldly wisdom talked about in the verses above. In falling into his belief system men and women start reflecting his char-
acter. In doing this, mankind becomes separated from God and experience a spiritual death, the death God warned Adam
about, The tree of life represents Jesus and the wisdom from above or God's wisdom in James J:74-15.

Lucifer's fall from heaven was due 1o the fact that pride, evil and wiclence were found in lm, This s shown in Ezekiel 28
and exposes a bit of what went on with him. He became full of pride and seifish motives. It also mentions of him being in
the Garden of Eden. | encourage you to read it. When man and woman were removed from the garden, Genesis 3:24
says there were flaming swords placed by the tree of life 1o guand it s0 man would not eat of it for they would live forever.
In the garden thay were completely spiritual baings and God found they had decaption in their hearts after taking on
satan's belief system. We see here that he fooled mankind into the world he was given control of after being thrown out of
heaven, This was accomplished by planting seeds of unbelief of God's gocdness intd man's mind.

From the fall from Eden, because of His love for gll of us, God has had a set plan o redeem mankind back to the place
where we are meant to be, with God in His kingdom. In this context, the reality is that we have ended up on earth as spiri-
tual beings in a human body. Over time man has been trained in belief systems (o try and fill the spirt within by worldly
desires and different belief systems. From generation to generation ies have been filkered into man's mind and because
of them we live in a broken world with physical desires to fill our spirilual needs. This has occumred because of satan's
pride and refusal to submit to God because he is ealous of God's creation, you and me, And his only purpose is to steal,
kill and destroy everything he can that God offers us. (JohnT0:70)
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Many lives are bom inte this world whera there is dysfunction. You don't have to look very far (0 see broken families,
spouses cheating, physical and verbal abuse, rape, disease, and poverty, There is anger, hostility, indifferences, sexual
immicrality and promiscuity, insecurity, loneliness and addictions of all kinds that fill this wordd. Many different political,
legal and social belief systems are set in place in attempt to correct the problem and often have the ‘liar’ breathing into the
very systems trying to comect the problem. Along with these come cormupltion, wordly power and personal gain and self-
canterad systems. At the root of all this is the tree of good and evil, the lie, battling against the spint inside avery man,
woman and child searching for the answer to find peace, justice, security and satisfaction to the soul.

GGod's plan, as satan rules in this world, is to have all that believe in Jesus and come into a relationship with Him, they will
overcome satan and the lies that have us in bondage and slavery. In John 16:9, Jesus says the world's sin is unbelief in
Him. There were prophecies and signs for many hundreds of years from God that He was sending a King o bring peace
and order, Jesus enters the world approximately 2,000 years ago saying *| am He,” But people were looking for a worldly
king to help with the political, social and worldly injustice. They were expecting peace, order and justice to come to their
homes, cilies and country. When Jesus started His ministry around the age of thirly and proclaimed He was the Messiah
sent by God, most of the world looked at Him and couldn't wrap their heads around what He was saying. He challenged
the religious leaders and teachers because they were following worldly beliefl systems and laws. None of their belief
systems, 5o heavily based on law, brought life 1o the spirt within, Rather, it kept people trapped in saparation from God,
spiritual death. It allowed the authorities o have control and position and a degree of waorldly power. Instead of peace,
Jesus caused controversy and conflict because He challenged the world's belief systems. The peace and justice Jesus
came to give was for our spiritual being not for the physical world. In order to complete this, His death o the physical
world and the pouring out of His Blood was required. Jesus was qualified as perfect because He did not once fall inte one
of satan's lies or the world's belief systems. He laft this world through death and was fully bormn inta the spirit realm and
into God's kingdom. In this, Jesus conquered satan and overcame him and Jesus now says, “If you believe in Me you will
be given the same. Not on your own effort or merit.” It truly is a freedom when you make Jesus your belief system no
matter where you find yourself in this world.

As such, a perfect life was given and His blood cleanses any human that comes to believe what God says is true. With
Jesus’ Blood we are cleansad 50 we can come into the presenca of God no matter where we are atl. He wants the rela-
tionship first and He will them send His Holy Spint to help us clean our lives up. No human power can do what He does for
your spiritual being. In my experience when a person starts accepting this belief and steps into it, God will start reveaaling
Himsell through various ways in this world. If and when yvou become filled with the Holy Spirit peace and justice comes o
your inner world and you will experience a whole new meaning to life. Your spirit is fillad with what it has baan designed (o
be filled with, God's Haoly Spirit and not worldly spirits. You can laarn to have this peace, satisfaction, security, hope and
feeling of love that nothing in this world can compare (o, One of the keys though, just like anything, is to continue to seek
after it on a daily basis, It does lake work but if successful the spirt inside will take on a life you've never experiencead
before! Your soul will experience peace and emoticns will not rule you! That does not mean that circumstance in the world
will disappear or go the way you expeact, but rather you can overcome womy, depression, anger, jgalousy or any negative
thing that has you bound.

I've found there s another key ... your environment. If yvou stay in an environment that supports old belief systems and
stay in communication with people of old beliefs you have an immovable mountain in your life and will not experiance the
new life very long. The enemy is ruthless and relentless. He will continue to bring things at you o try and keep you from
letting go of your old belief systems. Why? It's because you become a threat o him. It is important to surround yourself
with paople that have the Holy Spirit, are positive and are looking for and experiencing a long term relationship with God,

Paul was an apostie that wrote a large part of the New Testament. Before Paul came to believe in and follow Jesus he
was a prominent Pharisee in the Jewish religion known as Saul. Saul was known for his zealous purswit of abelishing the
movement of the followers of Jesus, now commonly known as Christianity, He put to death disciples, apostles and follow-
ers of Jesus with no mercy. Just after withessing the death of Stephen, a prominent apostle, Saul met with Jesus (in the
Spirit) on the road o Damascus. In Acts 3:4-5, after Jesus had risen o heaven, Paul fell to the ground and heard a voice
say o him, *““S, Sho iy so e Pl (7 Saul said, "Who are You?' And the volce replied, T s <Tes,
Gty grEt e Snd oe fuis e @iy e pEe il B geiE whal 09 J5™ When Saul got up he was blind and remained that
way for three days. | find it interesting God made Saul blind to the physical world so his eyes would be opened Lo the
Spiritual world of God's kingdom. Another believer prayed for Saul and the scales droppad from his eves and he was filled
with the Holy Spirit. Saul then bacame Paul and his life radically changed. Why? Bacause ha understood there was much
mere to this word than what the human eye could see. Before God got a hold of him Paul thought he was doing right by
God by following the letier of the law. Luke 12:33-34 reads, “Sal peur pessessinns and give o dbess i ol s
el Eer® o s 0 sermny Ao She Earees G Deini meeEr il Gl oF deewin Boiks, Voo ireeears el
aefite Mersy e difel cam atea i and ne mwedh can deeirmey it Milbarsosr e heer i dhars die dzadres of ooy e

continued on page 9
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Pt s

Thon't worry about annthing instad pray about cvernthing Cell God what now need and thank S3im for
all S3¢ fas done Philippians 4:6 (NLT)

Wraner Requests

I would really appreciate it if vou all could put my prayers
with your cwn. My mom used to be deep into the Word but
drugs got a hold of her and won't let her go. | pray for her.
My sister said that my dad has been doing a little better, He
went outside the other day trying to cut the grass and fell
out. The neighbor called my sister because he wasn't
coherent. By the time she got there to him with all the
prayer, fie was sitting up. Praise the Lond! | need him 1o be
there when | get owt. | need time with himn; e put him
through so much. | think God listens 1o my heart and knows
that | need mvy dad, Will you and the church pray for my dad,
I'm getting ready to lose my father to cancer? | pray for his
heart to be in the right place with God, | don't want to lese
my dad or my faith. Times are hard for my family right now. |
was wondering if maybe you could send a praver to God, te
ease the struggle and stress. Maybe throw a small one in for
me taa. | want to say thank you for taking the time to write
to me. Your letter really touched my way of thinking as well
as my well-being. I've read and re-read your letter and each
tirnee | do, | really fight the urge to shed tears. Something in
me just won't let go. | want you to know that every day of
iy life ks a challenge to do the right things. | do want the
change God offers. | want a change im my life 5o much. | do
now realize that | can't do it on my own, no matter how hard
that | try. | know it's there, | feel it | just don't know how to
get it. I'm 40 years old now and | don't ever want to come
back to prison. | den't want to hurt myself or my family. | try
to read the Bible, but it’s very difficult for me to understand. |
pray for understanding. | still try to do things on my own,
knowing that | can't. The church that sends me my Bible
studies I've asked 1o aleo send them ta my sons. | hope their
mam helps them, | don’t know if they're interested in it,
something else to pray about. | hopea that they 528 ma
trying to change and it rubs off on them ... D.L.

Please brothers and sisters would you pray with me for
strength and the guidance to stay strong in the Word. | also
request prayer about my future and the help to achieve
what | need in order to attend
callege courses through mail ... J.M.

fs much as | didn't want o be in NY, | believe God has a
purpose. My cell mate became a Christian and quite frankly
had to renounce his membership to a gang with a very
troublesome confrontation, although everything turned out
waell. 1 ask for your prayer because now they're looking at me
like I'm stealing gang memibers, This prison ministry is chal-
lenging subtle woark: | must do what
God directs me to do ... T.C.

Flease help pray for Jennifer. Please God save my family. Get
her back into a pregram ... M.H.

Flease pray for me, my loved ones, my children, our familiss,
our friends, our neighbors, our surroundings and protection
far ws all and our loved ones ... M.

“Praies F'-?{EWH&
| want you to please put in the praise report what | have
done ... that | praise Yahweh for my health. | am the one
Yahweh healed of stage 4 throat cancer. Just like Moses took
the staff and threw it down and it turned inte the serpent
and the magician did the same. The doctors say | have
cancer now inmy lung and left shoulder bone. | prayed and
asked the Father what should | do? And He said, *Be still and
I will heeal you, ard you will know | am the Creator of Heaven
and Earth and have power over life and death”The PET scan
was in August, they did anather one and the cancer is the
same size, | know Yahweh's voice, | pray three times a day on
my knaes. | do cry out to Him and | know He hears me. | have
na fear with Yahweh in my heart. The voice | listen to is the
same voice that Abraham heard in Genesis 26:5. To honar
God i 1o call Him Father and live like His Son. | just want you
all to praise Yahweh. It's my faith that Yahweh will heal me. |
know He will take the life out of the cancer | had. | just want
you all to please praise Yahweh for my healing in Yahweh's
mighty name ... LW.

I was involved with Good News jail and prison ministry an
the outside, | gave into the flesh and Iwas on a path of
destruction. By the grace of God | am rescued, and set free
from the bondage of sin, glory be to God ... O.M.

I really have been blessed because I'm not sure if you
remember that my daughter and ex-wife used to be living
up in Flagstaff. Well, now they live in Glendale, This is so cool,
The guy who runs the men's house at Alongside Ministries
said he wants me and my daughiter to be visiting the very
first Saturday upon my release, My daughter wrote me in
June 2013 and said she will be allowed 1 9o to church with
me on Sundays. God is so wonderful, | guess things ane just
going really great. For | have delighted myself in the Lord
and He is giving me my hearts desires ... C.C,

I really do feel that God is with you and your family on what
you are doing for the inmates across the country. | also
bBelieve that what you sald in your card was the will of Ged
and it came at the exact moment God wanted it to, Also,
sirvce | have been placed on your mailing list it seems o me
that God has been moving in my life, My time has been
extramely hard for me, especially being abandoned by most
of my family and the woman | thought that | was to marry
However, lataly | have been placed around ather Christians
in a faith and character based dorm. | believe this has a lot to
do with your prayers and your ministry. | just want to say
thank you and God bless you for taking the time to care, you
don't see that very much in this world, and because of your
prayers | believe that | have some hope for a future ... D.R.
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Mot Abandoned
By R.M.

God lets us go through things for a reason. Just lock at Job, he lost everything he had and you know | have too, but all
this neaded to happen, My mother still won't talk to me, but | know that 15 okay now. | and a brother prayed over my
mther about two weeks ago, that God may soften her heart. | wanied to know if she was okay and we asked God (o help
me get through this. Even if she won't ever talk to me again, it is okay now; 've put it in God's hands. | will still write avery
few months o let her know that | love her. After we prayed, two days later, this s what the Lord brought to me in the Bible
and my Daily Bread.

Not abandoned

Isaiah 48:15-16 ... “Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of
her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will | not forget thee? Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my
hands; thy walls are continually before me. ™

Deuteronomy 31:8 ... “And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee; he will not fail thee;
meither forsake the; fear nol, neither be dismayed.”

Maithew 28:20 ... “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you

'} J f »h 1 alfeey
Parays, even unto the end of the world, Am-

Romans 8:35-39 . "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakednaess, or peril, or sword? As it is written, for thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are
accounted as sheep for the slauvghter. Nay, in all these things we are more than congquerors through him that
loved us. For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalitfes, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
fowve of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. ™

God is really working in my life right now. | was told by a friend in here that when | first hit the vard a year ago that God
has moved everyvone out of my life for @ reason. He wants (o show me that He comes first, and for ma to do the calling He
has put on my lile, to preach His Word. | have to give up evenything for Him and that i where the real teaching s going 1o
begin. Everything 1 went through over the last four years was to get my attention and o show me it is going o be His way,
not mine, because my way would lead 1o hell. All | want to do is God's will. My eves are opan. By tha tima | get out | will
be ready o preach God's Word. It will take me about three to four years to get through the Mew Testament. | am breaking
the whole Mew Testament down 2o that | will be ready, | raally thought | knew a lot about the Bible, but comea 1o find out, |
really didn't know anything. Once you stop just reading it and start studying the Bible, it will blow you away.

Prosperity Message
By M.K.

I'm sending you a message given to me by the Holy Spinit. | hope it's good enough to go into the newsletter. Thank you in
doing your part in serving our Master and caring about His sheep, Love covers a multitude of sing and pulls people o
Jesus =0 as to be saved. Keep up the good work; please pray for Father God to help me to reach His lost sheep on this
yard, 50 | can lead them io Jesus.

Christian Patriotism;

1. The offering of the ultimate Sacrifice of one’s self for the libedy of a people and place.
2. The deep drivien desire to act valiantly and honorably, to proclaim the rights of the wicow, the orphaned, and the
oppressed
3. The obtaining of liberties, standards and achievements oulside one’s own capacity of sirength or station or intellect.

Christian Patriotism is evidence of the presence of the Creator's essence, the One Who from the mere haat of His breath

spoke all things inko exisienca, To rely on one's self is futile, but 1o rely on our Father, the Ancient of Days, is fulure! The
pursuit of truth, honor, hope and happiness is achieved in the Blood of His Son, Who was sent to suffer. For His
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innocence (o suffice the wrath of His Father for the sake of all humanity, for the liberality of life, the pursuit of things hoped
for and the assurance of things not seen, For the satting free of those under a askmaster drven to serve, walking as free
but blind, walking in the confinement of flesh and carnality; the ultimate act of compassion to sat the captives free. That is
true Christian Patriotism. That's the beautiful Jesus who died for you and me,

The Double Minded Christian
By J.M.

What doas it mean to be double minded? Double mindedness is a problem that the Christian must be sure to combat
daily. It's as simpla as sarving God while you are at church and living in agreement with the world outside the church. Do
you sit in the pews on Sunday moemings giving God praises only to glorify the word by your contrary actions when you
leave? It's really more common than ane might think.

A double minded walk, just by its very nature will keep the Christian in a spiritually weakened state, Thers is no way to
withstand satan's attack living this way. Then again, why would satan be attacking this Chnstian at all since he or she is
already firmly in his grip’?

How many times have you gone to a service and listened to the man of God bring the Word, and lifted your hands up in
praise just to retum home and laugh at things that the Child of God should never find funny or walch things you shouldn't
watch? | ask this question because | am guilty myself and | am sure I'm not the only one. Here of late, | find this queaston
coming to mind more and more, “What would Jesus do?” If Jesus would not do it, we shouldnt doit. Ifit can't be done
unto the glory of God, then wea shouldnt do i, Chist 15 our example of how to liva this life. In turm, we ara the example (o a
dead and dying world. We are the only Christ that most will ever see in this word. Are you happy with the picture of Christ
that you poriray to this world's lost?

Thls particular way of Iwmg is a r.':art of the wide path that leads o l:les-tructlnn that Jesus sp-uhe of in Manhew 7.13-14,

=rniler by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and Droad is (he way that feads (o destruction, and (frere are rmany

y 1 - y ; 5 I e T r i .
0 g0 i DY . DECEUSE Narrow |5 [Ne gJate ano aiffiCcLl 1Is e way Wincin reads o life, ang Nere are hew who nind

“This Christian needs to pray for the Father's guldanc& in correcting his or her current coursa.

Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 6:22-24 paints a clear picture of this double minded man. The passage reads, “The lamp of
n '.':'.'-.l'..-' is the aye. If therefore your VE IS good, your wnole Doay will be full of N JIe But i Four eye is Dad, your
"'::':.-' will ba full of darkness. N therafors the Iglt that 15 :.-n-'- I5 darkne W ggreat 15 that darkrias M
ang can sopve o masters . for oither he will hate the one G th § r or olso | il b '.--- 1l fey 1 1
nd despise the other. You cannot serve God and mamimor I'u'lamm-nn hafa refars tnthenchaﬁafthe-m:.ﬁﬂ Thus

cnntr:adrctmn is |u5l. Inn I:llg amj NG oNe can |I1."E.' lhls wa:.f Yet a lot of professing Christians attempt to.

It's very important to keep in mind thal if yvou are a Christian, all non-believing people's eyes are watching you even when
wyou don't know it.

Freedom
T.G.

As | write this I'm counting down to a few manths until God opens those gates for me. | try to stay true to the Word, but
find mysell in fear of freedom. This s where my faith is pul to tesl. | lurn to Hebrews 77:7 to find the words of comfor that

I need, “Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about things we
cannot see.” | do know that God would not leave my side, and it is in His love | find my strength, joy and peace. Gala-

tians 5:22-23 ... "But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!”
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Soots JSible Study {otes

1 Samuel 22:1-25:44

Mot eveny opporunity is sent from God. We may want something so much that we assume any opportunity to obtain it is
of diving origin. As wa saa from Saul's case, howaver, thismay not be true. An opporiunity to do somathing against God's
will can never be from God because God does not temptus. When opportunities come your way, double check yvour
motives, make sure you are following God's desires notjust your own, (23:7)

The means we use to accomplish a goal are just as important as the goal we are trying 1o accomplish. David's goal was to
become king. 5o his men urged him takill Saul when e had the chance. David's refusal was not an example of cowardice
but of courage — the courage to stand against the group and do what he knew was nght, Don't compromise your moral
standards by giving in to group pressure or taking the easy way out. (24:76-73)

Mo matter how right we think we are, we must always be careful to stop and listen o others. The extra time and effort can
save us pain and trouble in the long run. (25:24)

John 10:1-42

In contrast to the thief who takes life, Jesus gives life. The life He gives right now is abundantly rich and full. It is eternal,
yel it begins immediately. Lite in Christ is lived on a higher plane because of His overliowing forgiveness, love, amd
guidance. Have you taken Christ's offer of life? (70:10)

Just as a shepherd protects His sheep, Jesus protects His people from etemal harm. While belisvers can expact to suffer
on aarth, satan cannot harm their souls or take away their atemal life with God. Thera are many reasons o be afraid here
on earth because this is the devil's domain. (1 Peter 5:8) But if you choase to follow Jesus, He will give you everdasting
safety. (10:26, 29)

Psalm 115:1-116:19

Too often we ask God to glorify His name with ours. For example, we may pray for help to do a good job so that our work
will be noticed. Or we may ask that a presentation go well so we will gat applause. There is nothing wrong with looking
good or impressing others, the preblem comes when we want (o 0ok good no matter what happens o God's reputation in
the process. Before you pray ask yoursclf, who will get the crodt if God answers my prayer? (115:1)

God is 30 responsive that you can always reach Him. He bends downand listgns to your voice. This writer's love for the
Lord hias grown because he has expenienced answers to his prayers. ifyou are discouraged, remember that God is near,
listening carefully 1o every prayer and answering @ach one in order to give you His best, (116:1, 2)

God stays close 1o us even in death. When someone we love is nearing death. we become angry and feel abandonead.
But believers (the Lord's loved ones) are precious to God, and He carafully chooses the tima when they will be called into
His presence. Lat this truth provide comiort when you've oSt a loved one. God sees and each lite i valuable 1o Him. Sea
Jesus’ statement in Matthew 10:29. (116:15)

Proverbs 15:18-21

The path of the upright doesn’l always seem wisea, (15:78) but look at the alternatives. Hatred (15:17), dissension (15:78),
and laziness (15:79) cause problems that the uprght persan does not have to face. By comparison, his or her life is a
smooth, level road because it is built on a solid foundation of love for God. (15:17-79)

Cur lives are filled with opportunities of acting foolish or doing foolish things. These all will datract us from our path, God's
path for us. If we deny the foolish opportunities and use our good sense we can and will stay on the right path,

X “Foot” Notes

Hello, everybody!!

I would just like fo share how trusting in God will fill your needs. Remamber awhile back | mentioned being up

rooted and losing my good pob, elc. Well of course at first, the dewvil tried 1o get in my head, but | stayved in the Word

and kept on believing and | am now working in the library which puts me back where | was financially before being
uprooted. God is truly looking after my needs. Ya just have o keaep up your faith and you will get through whatewvar
crosses your path = that's why we're overcomers and as overcomers we shall inherit it all. For we're told this in
Revelation 21:7. Love to yva'll shart and tall ... Vaya con Dios.

Don't rider faster than your angels can fly.
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BELIEVE - Part Ill continued from page 4

wdll Ba™ | believe in Paul's blinding of the world he saw the meaning of this scripture, He was in a comfortable worldly
place before hizs meeting with Jesus. An interesting note, just before the Apostle Stephen was pul to death he forgave
Faul and the ofhers killing him, Stephen's last words were, “God do notf charge them with this sin, please forgive

them.” (Acls 7:60) How important is lorgiveness?

My version of God's plan ina nut shell ... He created Lucifer to be a beautiful angelic creation and gave him much author-
ity, God also created man and waoman and gave them the Garden of Eden with ane warning "Don’t listen to that iree.”
Lucifer became self-centered and proud causing evil and vislence within himself. God threw him o earth and renamead
him satan (accuser) where satan became ruler. He was jealous of man and woman so satan came to deceive mankind fo
steal what was given to man by God. This caused a spintual death batween man and God. He rules the aarth whara,
because of satan's deceplion, man has been banished. God provides a way out for man = the relationship with man is
restared by asking His Son to come into the world to give His life and pour His blood out as a sacrifice to provide the nec-
essary cleansing of man's soul. God sends His Holy Spirit to have a relationship with anyone one in this earth who
BELIEVES and then we get to party with God when we leave this world. God loves us unconditionally and is giving you
choice 1o beleve this. Will vou stand by your human nght of this world or will you dare 1o trust the unseen God?

Two disciples approach the tomb where Jesus' body was buried after they heard news the tomb was emply. (John 20:
8-8) Then John who reached the tomb first also went inside and he saw (the tomb with only Jesus’ garments wrapped)
and balieved = for until then they hadnt understood the scripture that said Jesus must rise from the dead.

God is showing us that the physical death in this world leads to something greater if we believe. That is why He came into
this world because He wants a relationship with us and He wants us o choose His way because it truly is better, This
believing is a life time journey. With the Blood of Jesus (Tree of Life) we are now given access 1o experiencing a laste of
God's kingdom before our physical death. | have experienced the shift of understanding from just believing to knowing and
nothing can ever change that in me from what | have experienced. | have experienced the fullness of His spirit in my life
and | have seen it happen to a very cared for and dose friend before my eyes. | have seen transfiormation from darkness
and depression 10 amazing peacea, happiness and joy. | have also experiencad it laken away from my life and my friend™s
life. | have seen dark spiritual things come back with vengeance. | am fortunate because somehow God has made away
back 1o Him for my life. The spirit world is real and alive and if the tre of life is nat impacting your life then the tree of good
and evil is. Many people have a hard time with there being only one way to an existence after this word 1o be with God. |
believe at the root of this is fear. Fear that we have to give up ways that wea have become used to living, fear that we don't
have control of our lives, fear of losing our indepandance and identity, faar that we have to bacome religious and holier
than thow, fear that we might fail, fear of what other people will think and I'm sure there is many more. There are many
spiritual beliefs out thare. | once attended a self -help program maeting that was based on loose spiritual beliefs. A man
said “Whatever floats your boat for spiritual belief then row with it to improve your life.” | guess that is true if vou don't care
what happens to your life or others close to you. Spirtually, there are many beliefs systems in this workd, What belter way
to confuse the real truth, There are many dark spiritual bebefs such as Wicca wilchcraft, satanism and many others. Are
they real? Absolutely, in this physical world and in the spiritual world. All part of satan's kingdom to steal kill and destroy.
There are also many other legitimate religions out thera that | cannot speak on. What | do knaw is that Jasus is the only
one that offers mercy and grace to whoever believes. His salvation is not based on works, status or anything else of
human efforl. Anything that may suggest this is false. It is based on relationship with Him and |earning about His love that
iz above all differences in this world. His hear is to help those broken and in pain, and to meet them right where they are
at with na requirament other than believing in Him, He came intd the world 1o save all of us if we simply believe in Him and
trust He cares and loves all.

Perscnally, | don't hear God say to me “Repent or you will go to Hell!”” What | do hear Him say is “I want to be in relation-
ship with you, | want you in My kingdom. | Iove you beyond your understanding and | will give you peace that surpasses
all of your worldly understanding, joy, happiness and love thal you cannot begin to understand with yvour human mind. But
| alloww you choice, because | always sliow choice and | hawve to allow you choice. Be aware of your chioice though.
Although it may appear more complicated than this, it is not, Mysalf, God or satan, the tree of life or the tree of good and
evil.”

A few vears ago, | was in a coffes shop. It was just after a church service that was based on "finishing the race”. The
pastor's talk ralated life to running a marathon and how we need to keap our eyas on the finigh line as we endura the pain,
As | sal in the coffee shop | had two things occur. First, a man came and sat beside me. This man was very agitated and
a5 | struck up & conversation with him he was very negative and profane, | asked him what he believes in, in this life and
he stared at me and started saying he was a soldier of the archangel Lucifer and went off on how the world was going to
hell. He then left with flailing arms muttering as he went. A little while later a couple of special needs gentlemen came and
sat beside me. They were pleasant and old me they had just come from a race they weane in. The one gentleman then
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talked about what the pastor talked about relating this life to God and a race. He talked about many of things that the
pastor talked about, just a couple of hours age. | no longer believe in coincidence.

Do | think | am better than somecne without this belief system? The short and long answer to this question is MO, | know |
am a fallible human and hawve proven it time and again with many faults. | do know this, when |am in relationship with God
through the Holy Spint, | expenence things like peace, joy, hope and order, My life starts reflecting those things, When |
am nat in relationship with Him | experience things like anxiety, wormy, depression, hopelessness and my life reflects tham.
My emaotions want to contrad my choice, Thena have been imes whare | was away from alcohol and not with God and |
poured myself into such things as work, exercise, running, relationship, schooling, food ... on and on. None of them have
ever given me that peace and contentment and feeling truly alive inside. At times there had been temporary peace or hap-
piness only to be filled with feeling like something was missing. What do you fill yvour life with in this world? How much
peace, contentment and happiness do you experience? You may not have had alcohol or drugs contral your life, but is
there something that is not as harmiful that directs yvour [ife? Do you need 1o look a specific way in order to be seen in
public, do you need to be noticed and given recognition all the time? Do you make fun of people to make yourself feel
betler? Do you need to buy stuff to make you feel better? Do you need to feel and be accepted all the time? What
happens inside if you do not get or experience these things? There are many different things, someatimes subtle that we
d 1o bring that fealing of security or satisfaction to our internal self and then justify it as being normal or that everyone
else does it. What do you believe you need in this world 1o make you feel secure and satisfied and once you get it, do you
eternally feel that way?

| will finish with this. | was given a picture of peace and justice versus chaos and war, At the top was God in the land of
peace and justice. In this land was love and unity. At the bottom was satan in the land of chaos, confusion and war. In this
land was hale and separation, There was a great distance between the bag, In the distance towards the top appearad
confrontation and as the confrontation grew it descended to conflict and as it grew it descended into satan's land of war
and chaos. This descending was driven by law, judgment and persecution. | then saw an ascending upwand o the land of
peace and justice that was driven by forgiveness and faith in the Holy Spint.

Do you beleve your world is flat with an end? Or do you beleve your world is round with no end to it? You have a choice
as to what you believe and that will determine the land you end up in. God loves you and wants you to take a chance and
beligva in Him, 50 He can show you hiow much He loves you and really cares about you.

A hat Others Acre Saping...

“Thank you 5o much for the beautiful spintual binhday card. I'm sure you know cards and leflers mean so much in prson,
Just a short note (o show my appreciation. May you have continued success for the
(Mwercomers for (Shrist organization.” - J.Q.

“I'want to thank you all from the bottom of my heart for sending me a birthday card. That was so kind of you all and it
touched my heart. Please thank evervone there for signing the card filled with their encouraging words. | love all of you
there like brothers and sisters. You ara my family and | was deeply moved by your gasture,

Thank you 50 very much” - J.H.

“I was in a California prison until recently; there was a guy there who regulary gol your ministry mailings. They would
eveniually get handed down to me; | really enjoyed tham, very good feeding (spiritually) and encouraging too. I'm now
very blessed to be in Indiana, | am wondering if you would please add me to your mailing list?" = D.W.

"Thank you 50 much every vear for remembarning me on my birthday. | feel so special and blessed o have people like you
in my life. I've been receiving the newsletter for almost six years now and every one of them has touched my heart, and to
see photos of everyone in every newsletter. | feel as if | know yvou all and you are my family.” - MWL

“I wanted to write and thank all of my brothers and sisters in Christ there for sending me a reminder of the fact that I'm not
s0 young anymara. Ha! Ha! 1sn't doing the Lord's work wonderful? You guys have been faithful in sending so much
encouraging and uplifting words for many seasons now” - R.T.

“Allow me to start off by saying thank you for the birthday card. I'm sitting here with about 10 %% months left. You guys are
great people, Your magazines have been very helpful to many of us in here” - R.F.

“Hello, (Shwromers br (3rist family ._. It made my day to get your card and birthday card. How warm and thoughtful to have
received that. When | first received that card, | was like “Who wrote me?” It took me a minute, then | saw the G348, |
realized who it was from. Our walk with God is a daily process. | have many wasted years out there drinking and it took
mie getling locked up to get sober. Now, | know if | put God first in my life everything goes smoothly. | thank you for your
studias, plus the word you put out.” - W.B.,
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Cory's Corner
What Does God Say About Faith?

Living by faith ... (Acts 1:8) ... “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the carih.”

God designed the Christian life to be one lived in the Power of the Holy Spint

Believers must appropriate (sel apart for a particular purpose) daily by faith the Power of the Holy Sont o lve as Chns-
tians. Romans 8:4-5 ... “... In order that the righteous reguirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not
live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. Those who live according 1o the flesh have their minds set
on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds sef on what the Spirit

desires.”

This means that God says that the behever must trust the Holy Spirit to empower them in specific instances such as
resisting temptations, being faithful and shanng one's faith.

There is no secrat formula that makes the Holy Spirit's power operational in our lives, Scripiure tells us that the Holy Spirit
dwells and cperates inus. 1 Corinthfans 6:3 ... "Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom
of God? Do not be deceived. Neither the sexwally immoral nor idolaters nor adufterers nor men who have sex
with men.” We have to leam by experience through interaction with God to understand how that dynamic works.

Firsl, the disciples received the Holy Spint, then He gave them the power and finally the disciples wera told that they
would be Christ's witnesses to the ends of the earh. Effective witness requires that we first leam o rely on the Haoly Spirit
to halp us, [Faith)

The children of Israel, simply put, had no excusas. They could not say to God, “Oh, we didn't understand that law” or that
“our commandments weren't very clearly explained® or *“We don't know what to do.” Deuteronomy 30:14 ... "No, the
word is very near you, it is in your mouth and in your heart 50 youw may obey it. " God's laws were not beyond their
understanding or in a secrel code or hidden N a mystenous place. No, God made His laws and rules guite plain 1o His
people so that they could follow them, as we read in this verse, “But the Word is very near you, in your mouth and In
your heart, that you may do it." (Romans 10:8)

Clearly we understand that to have faithigjust isn't encugh. Faith needs to be worked, applied and practiced daily. “Faith
without works Is dead.” (James 2:1T)We need to not only keep faith in our hearts as God has instructed, but we need
to reflect on and respedct faith as a true fiber of owr own being; being made ong in faith (God's lawy dailly in our lives, To

just know about faith is not enough. To live by faith is acceptable in God's eyes and noticed as an act of obedience.

Quote Worthy
“There is a God-shaped vacuum in the heart of every man which cannot be filled by any created
thing, but only by God, the Creator, made Known through Jesus."” - Blaise Pascal (1632-166Z) - A
French mathematician, physicist, inventor, writer and Christian philosopher.

Ministry Tithes & Offerings
It takes the body of Chrrist working together 1o create, print, assemble, and mail this newsletter every maonth. We thank each and every
ofa of yvau who have sown a saad inlo this mnistry. Mong of this would be possible without the generaus fmmancial suppon fom padpla
wha baliave in this ministry. By sowing your financial sead into this ministry, you are helping us reach oul to those incarcerated by
offering them hope, love, and encouragemeant. You are investing in reaching lost souls, encouraging new believers, and spreading the
Word of God. “A man’s hanvest in ife will depend entiraly on what he sows.” - Galatians 6.7
Any tithes or offerings that you would like to make 1o the (Shwreomers for (3 fmist ministry, please make your checks or money orders
payable to Living Word Bibde Church, in the memo section put 'For Overcomers for Christ®, Mail them o Overncomers for Chiist PO, Box
42023, Phoenix, AZ 85080, Your donation does qualify as chanlable contribution on your laxes. If you have any questions, please call
or write Wade Anderson.
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PRIDE
Contributed by D.J,

Here is a peem aboul pride | got it from Beth Moore's book Praying God's Word about pride. We all get-attacked by satan
with i, and we'all have some form of it that lurks in our sinful nature. | hope vou are blessed by it, | sune am.

My name is Pride. | am a cheater.
I cheatl you of your destiny from God ...
because you demand your Own way.
| cheat you of contentment ...
because you deserve better than this.
| cheat vou of knowledge ...
becouse you already know it all.
| cheat you of healing ...
because you are too full of me to forgive.
I cheat you of holiness ..
because you refuse to admit when you're wrong.
| cheat you of vision ...
because you'd rather look in the mirror than out the window.
['cheat vou of genuineg friendship ...
because nobody's going 1o know the real you.
I cheat you of love ...

because real love demands sacrifice.
| cheat you of greatness in heaven ...
because you refuse lo wash another's feet onrearth,
I cheat you of God's glory ...
because | convinge you Lo seek your own.

My name ks Pride. | am a cheater.
You like me...
because you think I'm abvays looking out for you.
Untrue ...
I'm locking to make a fool of your,
God has so much for you, | admit, but don't-worry ...
ifyou stick with me You'll never know.
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