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NOTE: Please complete the following item before convening for the live sessions on the first day (All items - recorded lecture and course documents - are accessible through the home landing page of the course)

The Role of the Legislative Counsel’s Office [Tab 1 in course documents]
Noah Wofsy, Deputy Legislative Counsel, U.S. House of Representatives

Monday, June 28, 2021
9:00  - 9:30 am
Welcoming Remarks

Matt Glassman, Ph.D.

Senior Fellow, Government Affairs Institute 
9:30  - 10:45 am
Committees Consideration of Legislation

Mark Harkins

Senior Fellow, Government Affairs Institute
10:45  - 11:00 am
Break
11:00  - 12:00 pm
The Work of the Rules Committee

Askia Suruma

Former Democratic Deputy Chief of Staff

Committee on Rules

U.S. House of Representatives
12:00  - 1:00 pm
Lunch
1:00  - 2:00 pm
Floor Procedure Overview

Matt Glassman, Ph.D.
2:00  - 2:15 pm
Break
2:15  - 3:15 pm
Floor Procedure in the House

Matt Glassman, Ph.D.
3:15  - 3:30 pm
Wrap-up 
Tuesday, June 29, 2021
9:00  - 10:00 am
OMB's Legislative Clearance Function

Jeffrey A. Weinberg

Former Legislative Attorney

Office of Management and Budget
10:00  - 10:15 am
Break
10:15  - 11:30 am
Floor Procedures in Senate

Matt Glassman, Ph.D.
11:30  - 12:45 pm
Lunch
12:45  - 1:45 pm
Documents in the Legislative Process

Laura Blessing, Ph.D.

Senior Fellow, Government Affairs Institute 
1:45  - 2:00 pm
Break
2:00  - 3:00 pm
Procedural Polarization

Josh Huder, Ph.D.

Senior Fellow, Government Affairs Institute 
3:15  - 3:45 pm
Political Dynamics in the Current Congress

Matt Glassman, Ph.D.
3:45  - 4:00 pm
Course Wrap-Up and Evaluation
Speaker Bios

Matt Glassman, Ph.D.
Matt joined the Government Affairs Institute as a Senior Fellow in 2017. He has taught courses on and off the Hill on American government, congressional process, congressional-presidential relations, and congressional leadership. Prior to joining GAI, Matt worked on the Hill at the Congressional Research Service (CRS) for ten years. His portfolio included congressional operations, separation of powers, appropriations, judicial administration, agency design, and congressional history. He was also detailed to the House Committee on Appropriations as professional staff for the Legislative Branch Subcommittee in FY2010 and FY2011. Education: PhD, Yale University; MA and M.Phil., Yale University; BA, Hamilton College
Mark Harkins
Mark B. Harkins joined the Government Affairs Institute as a Senior Fellow in 2013.  Prior to joining GAI, Mark was a senior public policy advisor at a number of law firms where he focused on the representation of corporate, nonprofit and government clients before Congress and the Executive Branch. He has extensive experience with the federal appropriations and budgeting process, as well as issues handled by the Financial Services, Science, Ways and Means, and Homeland Security Committees. Mark came to the Hill in 1989 and worked for two Members of Congress and one Committee before taking the position of Senior Legislative Assistant to Representative David Price (D-NC), where his portfolio included appropriations. His next assignment was as Legislative Director for the Democrats to the House Science Committee. Ultimately he served as Chief of Staff for Brad Miller (D-NC). 

Prior to working on Capitol Hill, he worked as Sports Information Director at Swarthmore College where he also received his BA Degree in Economics.  He was once a co-owner of one of the largest fantasy sports statistics service in the United States.
Askia Suruma
Mr. Suruma came to Capitol Hill in 1993 the same year he graduated from Georgetown 
University--as an intern in the office of Congressman Martin Frost (D-TX). He was promoted to serve in several capacities in that office, including Systems and Mail Manager, Press Secretary, and Legislative Director. He also worked as Special Projects Director for the House Democratic Caucus while Congressman Frost was Caucus Chair. In between his Hill assignments, Mr. Suruma spent 1998 and 1999 as a Public Information Officer at the Small Business Administration. 
In 2001, he became the Democratic Deputy Chief of Staff on the House Rules Committee, where he served until 2007.  From 2007 to 2014 he was first Deputy Chief of Staff and then Democratic Staff Director for the House Ways and Means Committee.  He later served as Chief of Staff to Rep Marc Veasey after several years as Director of Federal Relations at George Washington University. He is currently a senior advisor at Eli Lilly.

Noah Wofsy
Noah Wofsy has been a Counsel with the Office of the Legislative Counsel of the House of 
Representatives for over 30 years.  For over 20 of those years, he has specialized in issues relating to election law and the legislative branch.  Before that, he worked in the area of health care legislation.  Throughout his career, he has been responsible for legislation relating to the District of Columbia. Mr. Wofsy earned his BA with honors in political science from the James Madison College of Public Affairs at Michigan State University, and his JD from the University of Southern California Law Center. He has served as a member of the adjunct faculty at The George Washington University Law School, where he taught a course on Legislative Drafting and Analysis.
Jeffrey A. Weinberg
Jeffrey Weinberg is a former legislative attorney at the Office of Management and Budget in the Executive Office of the President, where he served under nine presidents.  He was responsible for coordination and clearance of the Administration's testimony before congressional committees on legislation; draft legislation for presentation to Congress; and Administration positions on legislation being considered on the floor of the House and Senate.  He also prepared memoranda for the President on legislation awaiting his approval or veto.
Mr. Weinberg received OMB's Distinguished Service Award "For outstanding contributions over six presidential Administrations in managing the legislative clearance process on behalf of the OMB Director and the President."
Mr. Weinberg is an adjunct professor at The Washington Campus, a consortium of 16 business schools, and speaks for a variety of Washington-based programs.
Laura Blessing, Ph.D.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Laura joined the Government Affairs Institute as a Senior Fellow in 2015.  Prior to coming to GAI, she earned her PhD from the University of Virginia, where she was also a Miller Center National Fellow and a fellow for the Bankard Fund for Political Economy.  Her dissertation covers the politics and development of tax policy; her interests include policy, institutions, and political parties.  While at UVA she also taught courses on Congress, the Presidency, and Media and Politics for students at both UVA and Sweet Briar College.  After defending her dissertation she worked on the Hill as an American Political Science Association (APSA) Congressional Fellow.  She served as the legislative assistant for tax policy for Lloyd Doggett (D, TX), a senior member of the Ways and Means Committee.  She is currently working on a book on the politics of tax policy from the midcentury period to today.

Education: PhD, University of Virginia; MA, University of Virginia; MAT, Johns Hopkins University; BA, George Washington University.
Joshua Huder, Ph.D.
Josh joined the Government Affairs Institute as a Senior Fellow in 2013. He has taught courses on American government, advanced legislative process, and other American politics courses. He has provided political analysis to several news outlets, including the Washington Post, Congressional Quarterly, Newsweek, Bloomberg News, CNN, the Washington Examiner, U.S. News, Al-Jazeera, Yahoo News, and is a regular contributor for the Christian Science Monitor. Prior to joining GAI, Josh worked on the Hill as an American Political Science Association (APSA) Congressional Fellow. His portfolio included legislative procedure, government affairs, financial services, voting rights, campaign finance, trade, small business, and other issues. He is currently writing a book on the history of congressional procedure and politics since 1879. Education: PhD, University of Florida; MA, University of Florida; BA, Rutgers University
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