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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Statement of Welcome 

We, the community of First Lutheran Church of Bothell, proclaim the message that 
the grace of our Lord is infinitely inclusive and that everyone is welcome. We believe 
that Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a world of alienation and 
brokenness.  

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation and as disciples of Christ seeking justice and 
reconciliation among all peoples, we at First Lutheran Church welcome all into the 
fullness of God’s love. We welcome everyone, without exception and regardless of 
sex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical and mental 
ability, age, or station in life. We recognize that each person is a unique creation of 
God, and through grace, a child of God.  

All are welcome at First Lutheran.  

All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News, to receive the sacraments, and 
to share in fellowship and service. As members of First Lutheran Church, we pledge 
ourselves and our congregation to exercise our faith in Christ, treasuring one 
another’s similarities while embracing our God-given differences. We pledge that we 
will strive to live as a reconciling people, in our life together and in our outreach to 
the world. 

All liturgy, music & lyrics in this bulletin are covered by copyright licenses for publishing & 
streaming.  

1 Copyright ©2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed by permission under 
license #SAS003678. 

2 Some music used with permission for publishing and streaming under CCLI License #2262125. 
3 Some music used with permission for publishing and streaming under LicenSing #623195. 
4 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of Churches of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF: 

Pastor  
Rev. Tor Berg 
tberg@flcbothell.org 

Director of REACH 
Ministries 
Roger Steinke 
rsteinke@flcbothell.org 

Director of Music 
(Organist/Choir Dir.) 
Lucy Kay Osborne  
lkosborne@flcbothell.org 

Office Manager 
Kristin Smith 
ksmith@flcbothell.org  

Preschool Directors 
Amy Case 
Stephanie Corrigan 
 
 
Church Office 
425-486-2314 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

+ Please name each person in attendance , and if they will be taking 
communion, on the card provided in the pew rack. Place card in the 
offering plate or hand it to the usher.  

+ The service is printed in this bulletin. Some hymns are located in the red 
hymnbook.  

+ Hearing enhancement receivers, large print bulletins are available. Feel 
free to ask an usher for assistance.  

+ Our expectation is that children will be in worship. We understand, 
though, that there are times when your wiggly ones need a distraction. 
There is a  nursery or the “Pray Space” under the stairs in the inner 
narthex with soft toys and books. Please ask an usher for directions. 

+ If you would like to have a digital copy of the bulletin, go to our website 
and download the PDF. www.flcbothell.org 

+ Public Wi-Fi: FLC Wireless—Password: MartyLuther 

Serving Us In Worship Today 

If you would like to give 
electronically, please use 
this QR code: 

Greeter Sandy Hendricks 

Ushers Tom Agnew 
Dave Richards 

Acolyte James Dersch 

Lector Robert Beckstrom 

Sound Tech Alain Adjorlolo 

Camera Tech David Shogren 

Communion 
Assistants 

Kendahl Adjorlolo 
Dan Hendricks 
Renee Lier 

Pew Angel Marcus Hodges 

Bus Driver Carsten Thode 
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December 7, 2025 
Second Sunday of Advent 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE: One Small Child (David Meeci) 
 June Condra, Piano; Cheryl Miller, Flute 

WELCOME 

GATHERING SONG: All Earth Is Hopeful (ELW 266) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE: Light the Candle (C. Shalk) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Family of faith, God is at work! 
God is healing and creating, 
redeeming and dreaming, 
calling and sending, 
listening and loving. 
Yes, indeed, God is at work! 
So may we worship our God who never gives up. 
May we worship our God who holds onto hope. 
Amen. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257) 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:19-21 

19 I am about to do a new thing; 

  now it springs forth; do you not perceive it? 
 I will make a way in the wilderness 
  and rivers in the desert. 

 20 The wild animals will honor me, 

  the jackals and the ostriches, 
 for I give water in the wilderness, 
  rivers in the desert, 
 to give drink to my chosen people, 

  21 the people whom I formed for myself 

 so that they might declare my praise. 

Word of God,  
word of life. 



7 

ANTHEM: Bring Us Hope (R. E. Schram) 

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:1-11 

 1 Now when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on 

from there to teach and proclaim his message in their cities. 

  2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 

his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 

wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear 

and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin dis-

ease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good 

news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

  7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What 

did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 
What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those 

who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? 

A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about 

whom it is written,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 

John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  

Word of God,  
word of life. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW 249) 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We have seen the valley. 
We have seen a sky without stars. 
We have seen the longest night, 
and still we believe. 
We believe in Emmanuel. 
We believe in the hope of tomorrow. 
We believe that good news is louder than fear. 
We believe this good news is for all people. 
So even when our knees shake, 
even when our voice trembles, 
even when fear is all around us, 
we will hold onto that good news. 
We will reach for each other. 
We will look for God in our midst. 
We will sing songs of joy. 
We will proclaim: 
Unto us, love is born. 
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We have seen the longest night, 
and we have seen unimaginable love. 
So still, we believe. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite 
hearts and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity 
among peoples. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day 
when all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways hu-
manity and all creation will mutually thrive. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with 
one another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our 
partner churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lu-
theran Disaster Response. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope 
in the face of grief, depression, or disease. Renew the spirits of those recover-
ing from surgery and medical procedures. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to over-
come all that divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, 
may we serve in the way of Christ. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

For whom do the people pray? 

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith. Fill us with the 
hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for self-reflection. 

Long-expected God, 
we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you 
can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip 
on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of 
keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony 
with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to 
your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have prom-
ised. Amen. 

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ 

You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERTORY: What Child is This? (English Melody 
  June Condra, Piano; Cheryl Miller, Flute 

OFFERING: Now the Heavens Start to Whisper (ACS 901) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be 
for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise 
you for creating a world of order and beauty. When we brought on chaos, cru-
elty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal 
all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all peo-
ple for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his com-
ing again in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our 
faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spir-
it, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

COMMUNION: We will receive the body of Christ as bread with these or simi-
lar words: The body of Christ, given for you. If you desire a gluten-free op-
tion that is available. The blood of Christ will be received as either red wine 
or white grape juice with these or similar words: The blood of Christ, shed 
for you.  

WHO MAY COMMUNE? All are welcome at the Lord's Table. It is a free gift 
given to all for the forgiveness of sins. The words “for you” really mean FOR 
YOU! Children may commune at the discretion of their parents. If you wish to 
receive a blessing: cross your arms over your chest as a sign for the commun-
ion assistants.  

DIRECTIONS FOR COMMUNION: Please come forward by the center aisle at 
the direction of the ushers to receive the sacrament and return to your seat 
down the side aisle. Please register each person taking communion on a pew 
card. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS: 
Wait for the Lord (ELW 262) 

The King Shall Come (ELW 260) 
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O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279) 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us 
forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit 
in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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BLESSING 

May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you pa-

tience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and 
always. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG: Fling Wide the Door (ELW 259) 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE: Macht hoch die Tür (D. Johnson) 
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In Our Prayers 

We pray for Bishop Doctor Sani Ibrahim Azar and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the 
Holy Land. 

Those living with cancer: 
Juanita (Bonnie Ahlstedt’s sister-in-law), Jen & Dave (Baker family friend), Sue & Lee (Beth Bowers’ 
cousins), Mark (Dick Boyce's son),  Lisa (Steve Coble’s sister), Susan Cook (member), Alexis (Lucy Kay 
and David Osborne’s friend), Tryvge Enger (member), Tracee (Bonnie Ahlstedt’s friend), Norma (Kristin 
Smith’s friend), Mary Hatlen (member), Steve (Mark Hatlen’s cousin), Jessica 
Hockstedler (member), Jeanne (Justin LaFord's mother), John (Susan Berg’s brother), Nancy McGee 
(member), Ted (Sue Toyoda’s friend), Kip (Paul Desilet’s uncle), Jim (Hendricks’ family 
friend), Joanne (Carolyn Becker’s sister-in-law), Diane Mackey (frequent visitor), Chris & family (Dan & 
Sandy Hendricks’ friends), Brandis (Renee & Mike Markert’s friend), Jo (Lucy Kay and David Osborne’s 
friend), Marin (Beth & Gordy Phelps’ friend), Roy (Kristin Smith’s cousin), Deborah (Vicki Shanks’ 
cousin), Fern (Surya Skjonsby’s friend), Joe (Barb Thieme’s brother), August (Karey Coble’s friend), 
Melanie Veazey (member), Jim (Haley Neff-LaFord’s friend). 

Those who are ill, have an injury or who are recovering from surgery: 
Lupe (Jose Alcaraz’ aunt), Sylvia (Alcaraz family member), Carolyn Becker (member), Dick 
Boyce (member), Doug (Ho Brown’s brother-in-law), Susan (Bob Berg’s cousin), John (Linda Chapman's 
brother-in-law), Richard (Susan & Ross Cook's brother), Leanne (Krista Daniels' sister), Nancy 
Davis (member), Karen (Paula Glandon’s sister), John Godek (member), Teresa (friend of the Bakers) 
Zach (Trevor Coble’s friend), Mitch (Miriam Nack’s friend), Jennifer (Dan Hendricks’ niece), Jim (Sandy 
Hendricks' cousin), Liz (Marlis Pehling’s friend), Karen Johnson (member), Phillip (Karen Johnson’s 
brother), Marlo (Leona Keltner's friend), Amy (Nancy McGee’s friend), Kathy 
Koneiczka (member), Richard Konieczka (Kathy Konieczka’s husband), Doug (Justin LaFord's 
father), Delsi & Colin (Kristin Smith’s cousins), Ollie Polonsky (member), Andy (Vickie Shanks' 
friend),  Dennis (Dave Shogren’s brother), Mona Shogren (member), Donnabel (Derrick StaRosa's 
sister), Ron (Beth Phelps’ brother), Sandy Sailand (member), Alan (Siebert family friend),Jennifer 
(Irene Cloud’s friend), Kayden (Karey Coble’s nephew), Harriett (Roger Steinke’s friend), Kathy Telford
-Luiz (member), Ron Tuck (member), Jackie Williams (Donna Benfield’s brother), Paul (Baker family 
friend). 

Those who are homebound or in extended care facilities: 
Valerie (Kendahl Adjorlolo's cousin), Bonnie Ahlstedt (member), Diane (Rene & Rob Baker’s 
friend),  Sherrill & Larry Baker (members), Audrey Fisher (member),  Lawrence (Leon Romaniuk’s 
father), Roger Wolter (member).  

Those Serving Our Country: 
AIR FORCE: Jake Peoples (Andrea & Eric Peoples’ son) and Erin Siebert (Linda & Joe Siebert’s 
daughter) 

NAVY: Christopher Whipple (Carolyn Whipple’s son) 

COAST GUARD: Gage McIntyre (Tamara McIntyre’s son) 

We are honored to be able to pray for your family members in need. Our policy is to publish immediate 
concerns for 2 weeks, unless we hear from you that an illness or situation is ongoing.  
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INFORMATION FOR THE WEEK! 

Sunday, December 7 Second Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion  
10:30 am Christian Education for all ages! 
3:00 pm FLC Christmas Concert and Reception 

Monday, December 8 
9:00 am 4/5 Year Old Preschool 
10:00 am Widows Support Group 

Tuesday, December 9 
9 00 am 3 Year Old & 4/5 Year old Preschool 
9:15 am Preschool Chapel 
9:30 am Lectionary w/ Pastor Berg 
7:00 pm Finance Committee 

Wednesday, December 10 
9:00 am 4/5 Year Old Preschool  
10:30 am Personnel Committee 

Thursday, December 11 
9:30 am FLC Quilters 
3:15 pm Membership Committee 

7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, December 12 
Church Office Closed! 

Saturday, December 13 
9:00 am Altar Guild 

Sunday, December 14 Third Sunday of Advent 
9:30 am Worship w/Holy Communion  
10:30 am Christian Education for all ages! 
 

December 14, 2025 Third Sunday of Advent 

Jeremiah 1:4-10  Luke 1:26-39  We are called forward 

Weekly Financial Report 
November  30, 2025  Attendance in Person: 139  Online: 14 

November 30, 2025 General Offerings:  $4,491 Capital Improvement: $418 

 

General Offerings Needed Each Week: $10,770  
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SERMON NOTES 

What do I fear? 

 

 

 

 

What did I hear that helps me in this time? 

 

 

 

 

How can I not let fear overcome me? 


