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From Your 
Florida District Directors 

Fred and Karen Kennedy 
(FL1-D, FL1-E2) 

Greetings All! 
We just got home from the 3rd 
annual Rendezvous, held in Fort 
Smith, Arkansas and what a SUPER 
rally it was! The location was 
awesome and was within a short 
walking distance from some really 
fabulous restaurants! I ate some of 
the best pizza I’ve ever eaten at 
Papa’s Pub and Pizzeria that was 
located just a block away. The local 
dining opportunities were plentiful 
and many members took advantage 
of many of them and were very 
complimentary. The restaurant at the 
hotel also served some really 
mouthwatering bar type offerings. 
The cheeseburger that I had was 
very good, but not quite as good as 
the Club sandwich, which was 
delicious. 

Anita, Bruce and their whole National 
Team did a bang up job putting 
together a great rally, with lots of 
information, informal Q&As with the 
Founders and yet another with the 
Presidents and Vice-Presidents! It’s 
awesome to belong to an 
organization where the top brass is 
accessible to everybody and who are 
willing to answer questions of those 
seeking enlightenment. They also 
hosted 2 different dinners. While we 
didn’t attend the Thursday night 
meal, we did enjoy the Saturday 
dinner, which was absolutely 
delicious! As far as entertainment 
goes, we were both entertained and 
wowed by the Ft. Smith PD 
Motorcycle squad doing some really 
fancy riding! I also had a blast 
playing in the Baseball Tournament, 
but alas, my team did not advance to 
the championship. And, as always, 
the Lighted Bike Show was 
awesome!!! Everybody that went on 
the guided rides were very pleased 
and many folks went to the United 
States Marshall’s Museum really 
came back impressed! We also 
spent quite a bit of money with the 
many vendors that were on site. 
Over all, I’d call it a success and 
can’t wait for next year’s event!!! 

Speaking of next year’s event!!! For 
those of you wondering, the 4th 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Annual EWMA Rendezvous will 
be held on September 3rd, 4th 
& 5th, 2026 in beautiful 
Sharonville, Ohio! Sharonville is 
located about 25 minutes 
outside of Cincinnati and offers 
many FUN and exciting 
attractions, as well as hosting 
what promises to be another 
FUN packed EWMA Rally! To 
see what the area has to offer, 
just click this link: https://
www.visitcincy.com/
neighborhoods/north/
sharonville/ and make your 
plans to attend both the rally 
and visit some of these really 
great attractions… I, personally, 
want to go to the Trammel 
Fossil Park, where you can 
keep the fossils you find, many 
being over 400 Million years old! 

GREAT NEWS!!! There is a 
registration form for the 4th 
Annual Rendezvous in this very 
newsletter that offers a 
discounted price (and who 

doesn’t LOVE a discount?), 
however, this form must be 
postmarked  no later than 
October 15th, 2025, to get the 
reduced admission price, so, act 
fast to save some money and 
get yourself registered for a 
festive event in the “Buckeye 
State”. You should also make 
your hotel reservations ASAP, 
as they may book solid and you 
might be left out in the cold! 
Hotel information will be 
available soon at https://
www.ewma-world.org/! 

What’s next on our schedule? 
Well, for this month, we are very 
much looking forward to 
returning to our happy place 
anywhere in the Great Smokey 
Mountains. This year, the North 
Carolina District rally is being 
held in Silva, NC. We absolutely 
LOVE riding in these mountains 
and have many cherished 
memories of the FUN we’ve had 
over the years. The NC rally is 
always a lot of FUN and they 
are planning something 

involving quarters on the 
entertainment agenda, because 
the District Director, Libby 
Jennings said bring a LOT of 
quarters. They are looking 
forward to hosting a FUN even 
and we plan of going up early to 
enjoy some of what Silva has to 
offer and to help the North 
Carolina Team get set up. 

Don’t forget to get your 
reservations in for the New 
Year’s Day event at Shrimps R 
Us lunch and get your 2026 
Florida District Rally 
reservations and registrations 
in! 

Let’s get together soon! 

Until that time arrives… 

Ride Safe… Ride Often… but 
most of all… RIDE!!! 

Fred and Karen Kennedy 
 Your Florida District Directors 

The FUNshine State, 
where FUN is #1! 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Dominick & Diane DeSiato 
District Safety /               

Ride Coordinators 

Addressing Hazards in 
the Roadway 

There are many different types 
of hazards you will encounter in 
the roadway while riding your 
motorcycle.  Striking objects 
with your motorcycle is much 
more dangerous and has much 
greater consequences than if 
you had struck the same object 
with a car, suv or pick-up truck.  
If you strike a pot hole, piece of 
truck tire, or any other 
substantial piece of debris with 
a 4-wheel vehicle the results 
might be a flat tire or some 
minor cosmetic damage.  If you 
struck the same object with a 
motorcycle the result could be a 
crash. 

Some types of hazards you 
might encounter in the roadway 
are as follows: 

1. Wet or dry grass clippings 
being blown into the road during 
mowing. 

2. Gravel kicked into the road by 
cars and trucks. 

3. Tree branches falling from 
trees above the road. 

4. Wet or dry leaves. 

5. Dirt washed onto the road 
during a rain storm. 

6. Deep puddles during or after 
a rain storm. 

7. Motorcycles or other vehicles 
approaching from the opposite 
direction intruding onto your 
side of the                            road 
going around a curve. 

8. Pieces of truck tire. (Florida 
Gator) 

9. And many more. 

Make sure if you have to 
surmount any of the potential 
slippery examples I have listed, 
you take as much lean as 
possible out of your bike to 
reduce the chance of sliding out 
and losing control.  No braking, 
down shifting or abrupt throttle 
deceleration while crossing over 
these areas. 

The best way to avoid any 
hazard is not to encounter it in 
the first place.  To be able to 
avoid a hazard you must see it 
soon enough and far enough 
away so you have enough time 
and space to avoid it.  Braking 
or swerving only works if you 
have enough time and distance 
to execute these maneuvers.  A 
person needs at least two 
seconds to react.  It takes about 
one second for your eyes to tell 
your brain something needs to 
be done. It takes about another 
second for your hands and feet 
to begin to move to accomplish 
whatever action is required.  
Much literature has now been 
changed to three seconds being 
the minimum amount of reaction 

time required.  More is better.  
The proper reaction time 
distance directly related to the 
proper following distance.  If you 
are closer than 2-3 seconds 
behind the vehicle in front of 
you, you will not have enough 
time and distance to react 
should some hazard appear.   

Riding at night reduces your 
reaction time even if there is not 
a vehicle in front of you.  There 
is a line between where your 
headlight is lighting the road and 
the darkness just beyond your 
headlight beam.  The distance 
of this line depends on your 
speed and headlight 
adjustment.  This line should 
also always be 2-3 seconds 
ahead of you.  If that distance is 
shorter than 2-3 seconds slow 
down accordingly. 

A legally, properly adjusted 
headlight is supposed to be 150 
ft. on low beam and 450 ft. on 
high beam.  At 50 mph the 
distance of two second ahead 
you is already 150 ft.  If you are 
going faster, such as 70 mph on 
the interstate, you are already 
over riding your low beam 
headlight distance.  You can 
switch to high beam for 
additional distance.  But, 
remember if you are running 
with your high beam on and 
another vehicle is approaching 
you from the opposite direction; 
legally you must switch back to 
low beam.  At that point you are 
now drastically over riding your 
headlight distance. 

Ride Safe and Watch Out for 
Hazards! 
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John Cain 
Assistant District Safety/
Ride Coordinator / Safety 

Presentations 

Motorcycle hits, kills man 
standing in road at 

previous motorcycle 
crash: FHP. 

The headline above is tragic. One 
of the 10 safety presentations 
available for DOWNLOAD AFTER 
MEMBER LOGIN at the EWMA 
Safety Presentations website is “3 
First on the Scene Response” 
which contains information that 
may prevent such tragedies.  

Topics addressed in “3 First on the 
Scene Response” are:  

• Planning & Preparation for 
motorcycle crashes 

• How to secure and control the 
Crash Scene 

• How to provide rapid and 
appropriate emergency medical 
services response 

• How to deal with the aftermath 

Of importance with respect to the 
headline above, How to secure and 
control the Crash Scene is 
summarized here.  

Someone (preferably only one) 
has to take charge and assign 
tasks! For group rides, this person 
should have been identified in the 
ride pre-brief. The group tail 
gunner is the first choice 
recommended by EWMA. Some 
alpha males may need to step 
aside and take directions! GIVE 
YOUR BEST EFFORT TO 
WHATEVER TASK YOU MAY BE 
ASSIGNED! Scene Coordinator, 
Traffic Control, First Aid, 
Communications, Crowd Control, 
etc. 

Stay Visible Yourself: Ensure that 
you and any other individuals 
involved in securing the area are 
also highly visible to passing 
motorists. Wear reflective clothing 
or vests and position yourself in a 
well-lit area away from oncoming 
traffic to minimize the risk of further 
accidents or injuries. 

The objective of these initial steps 
is to prevent further physical injury 
and property damage by re-routing 
passing traffic around the accident 
scene. Use anything available as a 
visual “heads up” and/or physical 
barrier to the danger ahead for 
approaching traffic: reflective 
clothing, emergency flashers on all 
bikes (the more the merrier), flares, 
flashlights, traffic triangles, traffic 
cones, helmets, jackets, other 
bikes, etc. DO NOT USE YOUR 
BODY AS AN OBSTACLE! 

Helmets 

Hopefully you have gotten the 
attention of approaching vehicles, 
now you must direct them safely 
around/away from the accident 
site. To be honest, the standard 
hand and light signals depicted in 
the presentation to route traffic 
around an accident scene are 
inadequate in my view. While there 
are standard hand signals to 
control traffic, you probably won’t 
remember them in a crisis. 
Nevertheless, here are the day/
night hand and flashlight signal 
graphics from the presentation. 

 

 

 

 

Please review the referenced 
presentation for a complete 
discussion of these and all other on
-scene actions. If you have trouble 
accessing the presentation online, 
send me an email at 
jcain16@gmail.com and I will send 
you your personal copy. 

Ride Safe! 

mailto:jcain16@gmail.com
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Harry & Lynn Anderson 
Assistant District Directors 
District Hospitality Coordinators 

(FL1-H, FL2-D) 

Hello… Hello… Hello... 
At last September is here and 
then October, then Thanksgiving 
in November and guess 
what??? Christmas in 
December!!! Oh boy!!! 

I do seem to be hurrying the 
days and running time forward, 
don’t I??? There it is: TIME, 
tIME ... wasted by the very, very 
young, time ignored by the 
young, time rushing thru life by 

the middle aged, and time spent 
trying to slow it down by those 
approaching fifty (don’t worry it 
only picks up speed like a freight 
train). But you know, it is what 
each of us do with that time, that 
makes it all worthwhile 

For instance, a baby has no 
need for time. “Feed me, 
change my diaper and we’ll be 
fine.” See time doesn’t matter. 
Now, from ages one to (maybe) 
thirteen, they only knows when 
time drags, as in “Are we there 
yet?” Anyone KNOWS that time 
spent with parents can be never 
ending and BORING. But at the 
same time, my, my how time 
flies when you are “falling in 
love” between fourteen and 
seventeen... and you have to 
part to go home. Ah those were 
the days… time was so 
precious. Now we reach the final 
element of TIME. Not enough 
hours in a day, not enough 

hours to sleep, yet a lot rush 
headlong into trying to fix the 
problem. Problem? There is no 
problem. Time has been time 
down through the ages. Same 
sunrise, same sunset. You can 
push, shove, scream and cuss, 
but time stays the same. Want 
to know how to change time. Let 
me tell you the secret: LIFE. Yes 
life. If you find something in your 
life that you really and truly love 
and enjoy, that is the secret. 
Enjoying and loving something, 
makes time and life SO, SO 
much more enjoyable. That my 
friends is where Eagle Wings 
comes in for us, and by being 
part of this elite group we have 
learned TIME AND LIFE GO 
HAND IN HAND, NOT CLOCKS 
IN OUR LIVES. 

P.S. Some talk to you in their 
FREE time, And some FREE 

their time to talk to you! 
LEARN THE DIFFERENCE!!! 

Florida District Gathering of 
Friends for FUN 

March 12 - 14, 2026? 
Don’t miss out on the FUN!!! 
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Two Region A Rallies 
Remain in 2025 

North Carolina - September  25 - 27, 2025 
and Mississippi - October 16 - 18, 2025 

Hope to see you there!!! 

Geno & Kathie Jette 
Assistant District Directors 
Rally Registration Coordinators 

Goodie Sales    
(FL1-F2, FL1-K, FL1-X & FL1-Y) 

POW/MIA Recognition Day  
19 September 2025 

You Are Not Forgotten -- that's 
the central phrase behind the 
POW/MIA remembrance 
movement that honors 
America's prisoners of war, 
those who are still missing in 
action and their families. 

Many of our service members 
suffered as prisoners of war 

during several decades of 
varying conflicts. While some of 
them made it home, tens of 
thousands more never did. 

POW/MIA Recognition Day is 
commemorated on the third 
Friday of every September, a 
date that's not associated with 
any particular war. In 1979, 
Congress and the president 
passed resolutions making it 
official after the families of the 
more than 2,500 Vietnam War 
POW/MIAs pushed for full 
accountability. 

During the first POW/MIA 
Recognition Day 
commemoration, a ceremony 
was held at the National 
Cathedral in Washington, D.C., 
while the 1st Tactical Squadron 
from Langley Air Force Base in 
Virginia flew the missing man 
formation. Most ceremonies 

since then have been held at 
the Pentagon, and many smaller 
observances have cropped up 
across the nation and around 
the world on military 
installations. 

The point of POW/MIA 
Recognition Day is to ensure 
that American remembers to 
stand behind those who serve 
and to make sure we do 
everything we can to account for 
those who have never returned. 

The POW/MIA Flag 
For every POW/MIA 
Recognition Day since 1982, the 
flag has flown just below the 
stars and stripes at the White 
House – the only other flag to 
ever do so. In 1998, Congress 
ordered it to also be displayed 
on Armed Forces Day, Memorial 
Day, Flag Day, Independence 
Day and Veterans Day. 
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Sept 25 - 27, 2025 
North Carolina District Rally 

“Back to the Smokies” 
Silva, NC 

October 16 - 18, 2025 
Mississippi District Rally 

“The New Frontier” 
Biloxi, MS 

January 1, 2026 
1st Ride of the Year 

“Shrimp-R-Us & More” 
Welaka, FL 

March 12 - 14, 2026 
Florida District Gathering of Friends for FUN 

“Happy 250th Birthday America!” 
Gainesville, FL 

April 23 - 25, 2026 
Tennessee District Rally 

“America’s 250th Anniversary” 
Johnson City, TN 

May 14 - 16, 2026 
South Carolina District Rally 

“Happy Anniversary America!” 
Piedmont, SC 

Upcoming Florida EWMA Events 

EWMA Florida District 

Fred & Karen Kennedy  
District Directors 
Phone: 850-232-0365  

E-mail: FredandKaren@cox.net 
www.ewma-florida.org 

facebook.com/ewmaflorida 
FUN in Florida is # 1 

http://www.GWRRAFlorida.com


September 2025 Florida District FUNshine Times Page 10 

 

Appreciation 

for our Sponsors 

The Florida District has a Sponsor Plan. We currently offer 
four levels of Sponsorship: "Platinum", "Gold", "Silver" 
and "Partner". If your business is interested in being a 

sponsor of the Florida District of EWMA, please contact 
our District Director. 



                                                                                                     
                                  

 

1st Ride of the Year 
January 1, 2026 

SHRIMP “R” US & More 
765 3rd Avenue Welaka, FL 

Are you ready to feast and frolic with your friends?  
 

The Annual 1st Ride of the Year is just around the corner and we 
want YOU to be there! 

 
We're ordering a spread that'll make your taste buds dance, so we 

need to know if you're in! 
 
RSVP and prepay now to secure your spot at the table. Get your 

registration in by December 21st, 2025! 
Your Armband will be waiting for you! 

 
Trust us; you won't want to miss out on this scrumptious soirée! 

 
Price: $30.00 per person ALL You Can Eat Buffet 
 
Time: Lunch begins at 12:00pm  
 
What are we eating? Shrimp: fried, grilled, steamed, garlic baked 
chicken, red potatoes, fritters, coleslaw, salad with dressing,  
1 drink and 1 dessert 
 

Check Payable to: EWMA Florida District 
Mail Check to: Pat VanLengen 

1654 White Arrow Drive 
Dover, FL 33527 

 
Any Questions call ADD Harry Anderson 321-693-8703 

 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please Print 

 
Name:________________________________ # ______ x $30.00 
 
Email:______________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone:  _______________________________________    

                                                                                  
Total Due: _________________ 

 



 Rate $139.00 (including buffet breakfast for 2) 
Reservation call 352-331-3336 

Group Code: EWMA2026 
Group room rate cutoff date: 02/20/2026 

Cancel w/o charge 48 hours before arrival 

4200 NW 97th Boulevard 
Gainesville, FL  32606-3742 

Raffle to support EWMA Florida District Safety Program &  
EWMA Florida District 

1st Drawing - $5,000 Cash 
2nd Drawing - $ 500 Cash 
3rd Drawing - $ 250 Cash 

Happy 250th 
Birthday 

America! 

1776-2026 

 

MARCH 12—14, 2026 



Florida District Rally March 12—14, 2026 
Opens daily at 9:00am 

 

Florida District Directors 
Fred & Karen Kennedy 

(850)-232-0365 
 

FIRST AID/CPR CLASS OFFERED 
Wednesday 03-11-2026—11am - 5pm 

Limit 20 people Must be Fully Registered 
FL EWMA MEMBERS $25.00 (returned upon completion) 

NON-FLORIDA EWMA MEMBERS $35.00 
SEPARATE CHECKS NEEDED PAYABLE TO  

EWMA FLORIDA DISTRICT 
Contact Dominick DeSiato for availability 
(813) 927-0120  Dominickflde@gmail.com 

 

Preregistrations must be postmarked by March 1, 2026 
 

NO refunds after February 23, 2026 
After March 1st Registration is $5.00 higher 

$15.00 Day Passes will be sold onsite and are good for all  
events of the day of purchase except Thursday Night dinner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Guided Rides on Friday & Saturday 
 

Register by December 1, 2025 for entry into  
Early Bird drawing to be awarded to 1 lucky  

winner at Closing Ceremonies! 
 

Pre-Order Shirts for entry into a drawing for a  
prize to be awarded to 1 lucky winner at Closing  

Ceremonies 
 
 

See website for latest information 
http://www.ewma-florida.org/rally.html  RALLY SHIRTS NOT AVAILABLE ON SITE—PRE-ORDER ONLY 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Riders Name      EWMA Member # 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Riders or Co-Riders Name (circle one)   EWMA Member # 
________________________________________________________________________ 
   Street Address, City, State & Zip Code 
________________________    ______________________________________________ 
         Phone #                                             Email Address 
 

________________    ________________   _____________________________________ 
          Chapter           Chapter Position District or Team EWMA Position 
 

I/We agree to hold harmless Florida District, co-sponsoring organizations and any  property owners 
for any loss or injury to self or property in which I/we may become involved because of participation 
in this rally. I/we have read this waiver and acknowledge with signature(s) below: 
 

_________________________________________    _______________________________________ 
 Signature     Signature 
 

Date: ________________________   Is this your first-time attending the Florida Rally? Yes   No 
 
Member Registration   $35.00   X   ____________ = _______________ 
Non-Member Registration   $40.00   X   ____________ = _______________ 
Under 12 (Dinner on Thursday extra, See below) FREE       X   ____________= _______________ 
 

Sit Down Dinner - Thursday Night  $30.00   X   ____________ = _______________ 
**Fully Registered attendees only** 
Dinner choices—Circle One for each attendee: 
Chicken Marsala (with mushrooms & shallots in a demi-glace,  Pork Tenderloin  
(Roasted with Caramelized Pear & Brandy  or Eggplant Parmesan (lightly coated fried ) (pick one) 

 
   Ticket Sales 
$5,000 Raffle (Book of 10)   $10.00   X   ____________ = ________________ 
Daily 50 / 50 Thursday (Strip of 10)  $  5.00   X   ____________ = ________________ 
Daily 50 / 50 Friday (Strip of 10)  $  5.00   x   ____________ = ________________ 
Grand 50 / 25 / 25 (Strip of 10)  $  5.00   x   ____________ = ________________ 
Grand Prize (Strip of 10)   $  5.00   x   ____________ = ________________ 
 

  PRE-ORDER ONLY SHIRT SALES  
         Deadline for pre-order of shirts will be February 10, 2026 
  
T-Shirt  S     M     L     XL  $21.00   X   ____________ = ________________ 
T-Shirt              XXL  XXXL (XXXXL unavailable) $23.00   X   ____________ = ________________ 
                                                           
           TOTAL ENCLOSED (US Dollars Only)       $ ___________ 

Submit Registration Forms to: 
 

Geno & Kathie Jette 
114 Canis Dr E 

Orange Park, FL 32073 
 

addgeno@yahoo.com 
Make check or money order (US Dollar only) 

Payable to EWMA Florida District 
If you would like registration confirmation, please  

ensure you provide an email address 




