
The Governing Body of the City of Liebenthal met in public hearing to review the proposed 2026 budget in the city building at 6:00 p.m. on September 8, 2025.  Presiding was Mayor Darrell Warner, council members present were Barb Matal, Renee Legleiter, Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner, Bill Stark, Kathy Herrman, Clerk Beverly Stark, and Maintenance Operator Kelly Koerner.  No residents were in attendance. 
After the required 15 minutes, council member Bill Stark moved to approve Resolution 2025-003 to levy a property tax rate exceeding the revenue neutral rate, Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner seconded, the vote was unanimous with five council members voting in favor or Resolution 2025-003, no dissenting votes, and the motion carried.  Bill Stark then moved to approve the 2026 budget as presented, Kathy Herrman seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous with five council members voting in favor, no dissenting votes, and the motion carried.  All councilmembers signed the roll call vote paperwork. The meeting was adjourned at 6:17 p.m.
The governing body opened the regular meeting at 6:21 p.m. Minutes from the meeting held on August 11, 2025, were read.  Barb Matal moved to approve the minutes as read, Kathy Herrman seconded, the vote was unanimous, the motion carried.  
Clerk’s Announcements:  Bev Stark noted the meeting with the Contracted Operator from KDHE on Sept. 23 at 8:00 a.m. for Kelly Koerner, and Darrell Warner. Bev also noted a public hearing on Tuesday Sept. 30, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. for the second portion of the grant to replace current water meters.  Bev continues to work with engineers from Jacobs, and Beth Warren of KS Municipal Utilities to complete the final application for the water system improvements.  The city clerk presented information about the proposed change of accounting software with the council.  This discussion will be tabled so the representative from the city accountant can meet with the city council.  
Old Business:  The mayor updated the council on the progress of the water tower renovation: all was completed and water samples passed the KDHE standards.  
The grant for replacement of water meters is ongoing with the final application date Oct. 15.  The KMU representative Beth Warren will attend the public hearing on Sept. 30 to submit the finalized Preliminary Engineering Report to the council, and answer any questions.  
New Business:  United Ag services is offering a service agreement for propane sales for the next year.  The council discussed the previous year’s use, and current propane costs. The council decided to forego the contract.  
City Utilities and Maintenance Updates: Water samples taken from the newly painted standpipe have been tested for coliforms, and all tests were negative.  The chlorine residuals for the recently filled standpipe are being fine-tuned.  Kelly Koerner reported that he will be mowing city property this week, and will spray for weeds this fall.  
Calendar / City Events:  The council tasked the clerk to contact Mike Staab to arrange for roll-off dumpsters for the city-wide cleanup scheduled for Oct. 17-Oct. 27 allowing two weekends for residents to utilize the dumpsters.  Renee Legleiter asked anyone interested in joining the committee for the Liebenthal 150th anniversary celebration to contact her.  
Approval and Payment of Bills: Stephanie Schmidt-Koerner moved to approve the payment of the bills as presented, Kathy Herrman seconded, the vote was unanimous, motion carried.  The next meeting will be a public hearing to discuss the meter replacement project on Tuesday Sept. 30, 2025 at 6p.m. at the city building.  The next regular council meeting will be held Monday October 13 at 6:00 p.m. in the city building.  Renee Legleiter moved to adjourn the meeting, Bill Stark seconded, the vote was unanimous, motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m.
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