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Tamara J. Williams is an attorney practicing law
in

Sarasota. She grew up in

Miami, FL

and earned a Bachelor of Arts in English from
Florida A&M University. After graduating with
honors, she continued her education at Stetson
University College of Law, where she received
her Juris Doctor. Since graduating from Stetson,
she has worked in the private sector practicing
various areas of the law such as personal injury,
workers compensation, and family law. She did
not find fulfillment practicing civil law in the pri-

Tamara Williams
February Guest Speaker

vate sector so in April 2018, she began practicing
criminal law at the Office of the Public Defender
in the 12th Judicial Circuit. Since then, she has

DWC LUNCHEON

fallen in love with criminal defense litigation, and
considers it the most rewarding job she has ever
had. She is passionate about her line of work,
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and takes great pride in vigorously advocating for

4350 El Conquistador Pkwy

her clients and protecting their constitutional

Bradenton, FL

rights.

Tamara is heavily involved in Truly Valued, a non

Please make your reservations by

-profit organization that provides service to mid-

Noon February 7th, 2019

dle and high school girls focused on building selfesteem, confidence, and character. She is also

Call Sandy Gander 941.758.7187

involved with the Diversity Committee of the Sar-

or email

asota County Bar Association and the Florida As-

sociation of Women Lawyers.

San.gander@gmail.com

When she’s not working or volunteering, she en-

Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled chicken,
cold cuts, cheeses, bread and cookie

joys reading, painting, travelling, and spending
time with friends and family.

Cost is $18.00
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President’s February Letter
As I write this, we are in the middle of a government shutdown that has carried on
over 30 days thus far. The longest in our history I might add. There is no excuse
for this Republican Senate and President to take away people’s livelihoods and
treat our federal employees like pawns. As the local union representative for the
American Federation of Government Employees (AFGE) and someone who has
been furloughed myself, I know firsthand the fear and anger and every other emotion a worker feels when they are told they cannot work or must work for free. That was my case in 2013.
The bills still come, food must be bought, and medical emergencies still occur. This is completely unacceptable. The Democrats in the House have passed numerous bills to reopen the government, but Senate
leader McConnell will not bring them to the Senate Floor. This is why 2020 is so vitally important to this
Country. We must take the Senate as we took the House in 2018. There is no other option. I would like to
send my thanks and appreciation to all those who donated to the Coast Guard. We really stepped up as
an organization and I am proud to call myself a member. If by the time you read this, we are still in the
middle of this crisis, call your Senators at (866) 803-8830 and tell them Mitch McConnell needs to
#CallTheVote . Erika Lundquist

Florida governor pushes for smokable
cannabis to be made legal
By: Carlie Green, 420 Intel

Medical marijuana patients in Florida will soon be allowed to buy smokable cannabis products according to recent remarks made by state governor Ron DeSantis.
DeSantis announced last week that if the state legislature does not repeal
the smoking ban from Florida’s medical cannabis statute within the first two weeks of March that he will
drop an appeal to keep it in the law.
Earlier in 2018, a Florida judge rules that the ban on smoking cannabis violates Amendment 2, the measure passed in 2016 by 71 percent of voters that legalized marijuana in Florida. DeSantis has also said that
the ban does not align with the will of the voters.
“What the Florida Legislature has done to implement the peoples’ will has not been done in accordance
with what the amendment envisioned,” said DeSantis. “Whether [patients] have to smoke it or not, who am
I to judge that? I want people to be able to have their suffering relieved. I don’t think this law is up to snuff.”
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Democratic Women’s Club of Manatee
County January 8, 2019 Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President Erika Lundquist. She then gave a
short speech and introduced herself as the new President for the New Year.
The members pledged allegiance to the flag and then the President introduced
the Board Members.
The First Vice President, Jami Heye, gave her report. She said that the Speaker
she had lined up for today was sick and the back-up Speaker’s tire blew driving
over.
The Second VP had nothing to report.
The Treasurer, Joanie LeBaron, gave her report. Right now we have a surplus of over

$4,000.00 in our account.
Officer Sharon Davie reported that there are no illnesses.
Our Newsletter and Directory Editor, Brian Heavrin, asked for submissions of articles and photos. He also
reminded the group that he needs any submission in by the 20th of the month to be published in the DWC
of Manatee Newsletter.
The President gave the Members a friendly reminder that 2019 annual dues must be paid in the next two
months.
Pat Benson, Past President, spoke about the Florida Recount and a letter from Terry Rizzo. She also
spoke about models for the fashion show and that gift baskets are needed by the end of February. The
theme for the fundraiser will be, “Women for Women”.
The President then thanked Pat Benson and turned the podium over to Minnie Jones. She invited Members to the MLK Breakfast on 2/2/19 and an upcoming trip.
The President called for approval of the Minutes and Budget. Both were formally approved. At 12:2PM
we broke for lunch
The meeting was adjourned.
M. Rachel Young
Recording Secretary, Temporary

Patty Benson delivered all of our
Christmas donations to Healthy Start
Manatee. Healthy Start Coalition of
Manatee County is an organization
dedicated to enhancing maternal and
infant health care. Thank you to all of
our members who made a donation!
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PHOTOS FROM OUR JANUARY
MEETING. COME JOIN US IN
FEBRUARY AND FEEL THE
SNYNERGY.
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Pence Likens Trump and His Offer to
End Shutdown to Martin Luther King
By DANIEL POLITI, Slate

On the eve of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Vice President Mike
Pence compared President Donald Trump to the civil rights
icon. Just like Dr. King, Trump is inspiring the nation to
change through the legislative process, argued Pence.
Pence made the eyebrow-raising statement during an interview with CBS News on Sunday. At one point in the interview, host Margaret Brennan asked the vicepresident why Democrats weren’t included in the process to come up with the proposal that Trump put forward Saturday to end the longest government shutdown in history. After spouting his talking points, Pence
quoted the civil rights leader. “One of my favorite quotes from Dr. King was, ‘Now is the time to make real
the promises of democracy.’ You think of how he changed America,” the vice president said. “He inspired
us to change through the legislative process to become a more perfect union. That’s exactly what President Trump is calling on the Congress to do. Come to the table in a spirit of good faith.”
Pence quotes from Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have A Dream" speech to argue for Trump's
It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people a
bad check, a check which has come back marked “insufficient funds.” But we refuse to believe that
the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are insufficient funds in the great
vaults of opportunity of this nation. So we have come to cash this check — a check that will give us
upon demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice. We have also come to this hallowed
spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of now. This is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to make real the promises of
democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit
path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation from the quick sands of racial injustice to the
solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to make justice a reality for all of God’s children.
Pence quotes from Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have A Dream" speech to argue for Trump's
latest pitch for wall money: "Now is the time to make real the promises of Democracy."
— Matt Shuham (@mattshuham) January 20, 2019

Pence’s quote comes from Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, and the words he chose to mention
refer to a point when the civil rights leader warned against “gradualism.” In the speech he said:
It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note insofar as her citizens of color are
concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check, a
check which has come back marked “insufficient funds.” But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is
bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. So we have come to cash this check — a check that will give us upon demand the riches of freedom
and the security of justice. We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of now. This is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to make real the promises of democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and
desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation from the
quick sands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to make justice a reality for
all of God’s children.
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The Best Signs From the 2019 Women’s March
The third annual Women’s March took place Saturday as thousands of women gathered in demonstrations
across the country that were much smaller than the original march that took place the day after President
Donald Trump’s inauguration. In the months leading up to this year’s march, which took place in Washington and in cities across the world, controversy has engulfed the movement amid accusations of racism and
anti-Semitism.
Once the march rolled around though none of that seemed to matter to those who decided to attend and
demonstrate for women’s rights plus a multitude of other issues. “I came two years ago. It’s definitely
smaller, but the spirit is very much alive,” a demonstrator tells the New York Times. “It’s a chance to march,
to be with others who are like-minded, to be able to express my energy. People have a lot of say, and that
doesn’t change.”
As usual, many demonstrators went to the marches armed with funny and poignant sides. Here are some
of the best ones.
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THE WORLD'S 26 RICHEST PEOPLE
HAVE AS MUCH WEALTH AS THE
POOREST 50 PERCENT OF HUMANITY,
REPORT SAYS
BY: Jason Lemon, Newsweek

The 26 richest people in the world have as much combined
wealth as the poorest half of Earth’s population, while the gap
continues to increase, according to a new report.
Oxfam International, a confederation of charities based in the
United Kingdom that works to alleviate poverty, released
its annual inequality report, calling for governments to increase
taxes on the wealthy to address the growing problem. Since
the financial crisis in 2008, the world’s wealthiest have increased their fortunes by billions of dollars, while the bottom 50
percent of the global population—about 3.8 billion people—have seen an overall decrease of more than 10 percent.
“People across the globe are angry and frustrated," Winnie Byanyima, Oxfam's executive director, warned in a statement, according to Al Jazeera. "Governments must now deliver real change by ensuring corporations and wealthy
individuals pay their fair share of tax,” she said, pointing out that even a minimal increase would raise substantial
funds that could be used to cover education and health care costs.
In some Western nations, such as Brazil and the United Kingdom, the wealthiest 10 percent actually pay a lower portion of their income in taxes than the poorest 10 percent, according to the report. “Getting the richest 1 percent to pay
just 0.5 percent extra tax on their wealth could raise more money than it would cost to educate all of the 262 million
children out of school and provide healthcare that would save the lives of 3.3 million people,” the document explained. It is also estimated that the world’s super wealthy have hidden approximately $7.6 trillion from tax authorities,
which would deprive developing nations of about $170 billion annually.
However, the report also said positively that the number of people living in extreme poverty has decreased substantially in the past few decades.
“The massive fall in the number of people living in extreme poverty is one of the greatest achievements of the past
quarter of a century but rising inequality is jeopardizing further progress,” said Oxfam’s director of campaigns and policy, Matthew Spencer, according to The Guardian.
“The way our economies are organized means wealth is increasingly and unfairly concentrated among a privileged
few while millions of people are barely subsisting. Women are dying for lack of decent maternity care and children are
being denied an education that could be their route out of poverty,” he said.
Progressive politicians in the United States, led by independent Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders and Democratic
New York Senator Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, have been pushing the government to address the disparity, which is
growing across the country as well. Ocasio-Cortez has pushedfor a 70 percent tax on wealth earned above $10 million, receiving criticism from right-wing politicians, who inaccurately claim she wants to implement a general tax of 70
percent. But 59 percent of Americans would support the tax plan, according to a recent poll.
Analysts have also pointed out that the wealthy in the U.S. have been getting tax breaks from the government for
decades. In the 1960s, when the American economy was booming, income above $400,000—which would be about
$3 million today adjusted for inflation—was taxed at 70 percent or above. The decade before that, the amount hovered above 90 percent.
Meanwhile, Trump’s massive tax cuts, which primarily benefited the wealthy and corporations, have led to a dramatic
increase in the national deficit. Analysts predict it will surpass $1 trillion this year, The New York Times reported.
“We must repeal the Trump tax breaks for the top 1 percent and large, profitable corporations,” Sanders tweeted on
Friday. “At a time of massive income and wealth inequality, we need to rebuild our crumbling infrastructure and create
a sustainable economy, not make the very rich even richer.”
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February is National Black History Month
Black History Month is an annual celebration of achievements
by African Americans and a time for recognizing the central
role of blacks in U.S. history. The event grew out of “Negro
History Week,” the brainchild of noted historian Carter G.
Woodson and other prominent African Americans. Since 1976,
every U.S. president has officially designated the month of
February as Black History Month. Other countries around the
world, including Canada and the United Kingdom, also devote
a month to celebrating black history.

Poll finds Trump's disapproval at all-time high
amid shutdown
With the ongoing government shutdown now in its 33rd day,
a Politico/Morning Consult poll released Wednesday found that President Trump's disapproval rating reached an all-time high of 57%
against a 40% approval rating.
By the numbers: The poll finds that Trump's key policy driving the
shutdown — the construction of a border wall — remains divisive
among Americans as 43% support its construction while 49% oppose it. But, perhaps most concerning for Trump, just 7% support
funding the wall if it were the only way to end the shutdown, compared to 72% who oppose that strategy to ending the stalemate.

For our members who get their Newsletter via email Here’s a light hearted look at the
relationship of Rudy Giuliani and Donald Trump presented by Rainbow Randy.

CLICK HERE TO WATCH THE VIDEO
LUNCH CANCELATION POLICY
We call in our “buffet count” to IMG Thursday afternoon of the week before the
Luncheon - it is easier to add one or two than pay for canceled reservations.
If you made a Reservation and can’t come… please call and cancel before NOON the
7th- otherwise, we must charge you for the luncheon.
Emergency cancellations will receive consideration on request. Thank you.
Please remember to pay your annual membership dues if you have not done so. Dues
are $25 for the year.
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

440-384-0985

Erika Lundquist

elund66@aol.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-714-0839

Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

2nd VP (Membership)

941-264-5355

Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-209-2096

Alysia Simms

alysia.simms@gmail.com

Treasurer

402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Mary Duda 941-708-0713
Legislative Liaison mcmduda@aol.com
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414
(switchboard) 202-456-1111

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

Darryl Rouson (D-Distr. 19)

850-487-5019

Rouson.Darryl@flsenate.gov

727-822-6828

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

(202) 224-5274
OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

850-717-5070

newt@newthd70.com

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Greg Steube (R- Distr. 17)

202-225-5792

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)

850-717-5071

myfloridahouse.gov/
https://steube.house.gov/
GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

Tommy Gergory (R-Distr. 73)
myfloridahouse.gov/
850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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850-717-5073

