Last week 


I talked about the issues that come when we don't connect the story we are in 



to the larger story.  

This week,


 we see the same issue on an even smaller scale.  

With Matthew's telling of three parables in chapter 25.  SLIDE

If we don't hold the parable of the Talents 



in connection with the parable of the Bridesmaids on one side 



and the Sheep and the Goats on the other, 


we run into issues 


and we will find ourselves unprepared.

Now the reason we don't connect them together 


is that there is already so much to unpack in the parable itself.  

That is the beauty of parables, SLIDE

they are living stories 



that allow all kinds of people to live in them 



and hear different aspects.  

However, if we aren't hearing the story correctly in its full context, 


we are going to come away with an understanding 



that doesn't connect with the reality of God's Kingdom.

So a couple of pieces to walk in with.  SLIDE

A talent is the largest unit of money in the Roman world.  

To an average laborer, 


a talent was equivalent to either 15 years of labor 


or a lifetime of labor, 



depending on what you did.  

So it is a large sum of money 


that is handed out to be used by the servants.  

But it was never theirs to start out with.  


It was a gift from the master 


and will be returned to the master.

Next issue.  


As we look at the man who received 5 talents 


and the one who received 2 talent, 



the master's response is exactly the same to both men.  SLIDE

“Well done, good and faithful servant! 



You have been faithful with a few things; 




I will put you in charge of many things. 



Come and share your master’s happiness!’”  

Translated, 


those who use what we received well 


will receive more things to take care of 



and make our master happy or bring joy, 




something worth celebrating.

The reason for this was, 


upon receiving the gift, 



they both went at once 



and put the money to work.  

This word work, SLIDE

or ergo, 

means “to to be involved in business, 


with focus upon the work which is involved.”  

This is key, 


especially in a world that loves its passive income.  

For even with passive income, 


you have to put the work into it, 



to make sure it continues to make money.  

This idea of doing the labor 


will become even more important 



as we move to tie all the parables together.

As we look at the man with one talent to work with, SLIDE

recall the phrase “each according to his ability.”  

We would be shocked to hear the man who received 5 talents 


or even 2 



went and buried the money.  

But the one who received only one, 


it makes sense that he earned the least, 

as he had already been judged by the master 


as the one with the least ability.  



That is why he received only one talent.  

The response of the servant and master is worth looking at, 


to make sure we are clear.  SLIDE
The Master does not refute his hardness.  


It is up for interpretation 



as to whether or not he is affirming his harvesting and gathering techniques 



or asking rhetorically.  
What is clear is, 


the servant did absolutely nothing with the talents 



other than bury them in the ground, 


where not even the bank could give the master some gain 



for what he has given them.

With those pieces secured, 


lets start to put this into the context of chapter 


and gospel of Matthew.  SLIDE
Chapter 24 is about God's coming judgement on the nation of Israel.  


How the nation and temple will fall.  

The First parable is about bridesmaids 


not being ready for the bridegroom arriving.  

In all of Matthew, SLIDE

we hear Jesus being critical of the scribes, pharisees, 



and teacher's of the law, 


because they had the truth about God 



but put it in a hole.  

Jesus continually critiques them 


for not sharing it to the wider world.  SLIDE
Remember, Abraham's call was to shine a light to the whole world, 


so they might know God.  



Jesus did not find that idea in play when he came to earth.

So while the critique of this parable spoke to the religious establishment of the time.  


It also speaks to us.  

We have our whole life SLIDE

and what are we doing with it?  

Remember, 


a talent was payment for a full life.  


So what are we doing with our life?  

Now there are probably days 


we answer like the man with one talent.  

I know this, 


because he is answering like Adam did in the garden.  SLIDE
He is blaming God


and turning himself into the victim.    

Just as Adam's excuse for sinning was the woman that God put in the garden with him, 


so his excuse is God's own character 



making it so that it is not safe to take risks.  
If God were not so hard, 


then we could take risks with the life we are given.  



But do you hear the logic?  

Let me say it out loud 


so we can hear how self centered 


and counter to our reality it is.  SLIDE
God, 


I would use the life you gave me well, 


but you are going to ask me at some point 



about the life you gave me.  

I did not want to risk the gift that was given to me 


to benefit you 


or anyone else.  

I played it safe 


so that I would be free of any risk.  

Hearing it out loud, SLIDE

you can understand why the Master calls him a wicked and lazy servant.  

He is justifying doing nothing with the unearned gift given to him 


and blaming the gift giver for providing it.  

If you are not hearing this, 


hear how passive his actions are 


compared to the other two.  

Describing his gift response, SLIDE

he went off, 


dug, 


and hid.  

The faithful servants immediately went to, 


worked, 


and won or gained.  

The reason for this difference, 


seems to lie in realizing the great gift they had.

If you were given the gift of life abundant, 


what is your reaction.  

Or I should say, SLIDE

“What has been your reaction?”  

Have you taken risks 


as you realized the great gift you were given.  

Or have you held onto it like a mizer 


or since it is almost Christmas, 



a scrooge?

Before you answer by looking at your bank account.  


Remember we need to hear everything in context of the larger story.  

While most of us today could have someone read our bank and credit card statements 


and give a pretty fair rendition of what is important to us.  SLIDE
There is the last parable that we need to hold in tension with this parable.  


It is not just a question of who has been the best financial steward 



and made the most money.  


That is a very American way of reading this passage 



and finds reality in who we pay the big money to.

If we are being decent readers of the Bible, 


we need to understand that it is not by accident 



that after Jesus tells a parable about using the life, 



the gifts,



 the skills, 



the Talents well, 


he then tells a story about sheep and goats.  

The refrain that can haunt us at times 


when we look at how we have used our talents, SLIDE


“Whatever you did for the least of these, 




you did for me.”  

This parable is not about making the most money 


or being the best at everything.  

How are you supposed to double the impact of your life?  


It is not by making your life better.  

The sheep and the goats tells us, SLIDE

it is by making other lives better.  

It was not by following the rules 


and religious standards of the times.  

It was by loving our neighbor.

This is great news!  


I will tell you why it is great news.  SLIDE
Because we each have different things 


according to our ability.  

So if I am holding myself to spend the same amount of time 


reaching out to others 



as a single person, 


I am going to always feel like a failure.  

I will either always be beating myself up SLIDE

for not spending time with others 


or for not spending time with my family.  

It also calls us 


to give each other some grace 


and see that there are many ways to use our talents. SLIDE 

We are all aware of the effort it takes 


to care for the young, 


the elderly, 


and the middle aged.  

We know as head knowledge 


that being a mom 



and raising a child or children 




is really the toughest job you will ever love.  

I also know SLIDE

that I still feel the need to describe Lisa as a photographer, 


clinic board member, 


and former engineer at times.  

I too quickly overlook the fact


 that she has been given 2 lives to shape, 


2 talents to shape 



and they alone will probably change the world more 




than all of my preaching in the pulpit.  

Our whole lives are intended to be used 


to bring new and greater gains to the Kingdom of God.  SLIDE


How we bring those gains matters to Jesus.

If we do it faithfully 


and with love, 



we are on the right track.  

If we are doing them out of duty, 


or from a goal oriented standpoint, 



we have room to grow.  

Jesus' desire is for us to act out of love.  SLIDE

Realizing we have been given our whole life.  


So we can give our whole life to others.  



There is none of it that we have claim to.

I am telling this to the church for a reason.  


We know that those who don't know Jesus 



would act differently if they did.  

But this parable is not to those who did not know Jesus, 


who did not know Yahweh.  
It was to a people who made claims that they did, 


who spent all kinds of time 



trying to do just the right actions 




to show that they knew and loved God.  

The sheep and the goats parable tells us as much.  


Both the righteous and unrighteous cry out, SLIDE


“Lord, Lord!”  

So the question of the two stories combined asks, SLIDE

“How are you using the life you were given, 

specifically, 


how are you showing my love to the least of these?

In the Bible, 


the least were those without power.  SLIDE


The poor, 



the orphaned, 



the widowed, 



the stranger, 



the slave, 



the outsider, 



the alien.  

Bad news for those who think the list has changed.  


2000 years later, 



this list is who the church is called to serve.  SLIDE

The hungry, 


thirsty, 


those who need clothes, 


those who are sick or in prison 



still need the gift of God.  

We have the gift of God in our possession.  SLIDE

Are we going to immediately go, 



work with our talents, 



and win them to the Kingdom?  


Or are we going to go off by ourselves, 



dig into our safe routines, 



and hide the gift God has given us?  

One will leave us prepared for Jesus' Advent.  

The other will leave us blaming God 


and claiming to be the victim?  

Which will you do?
