The Turkish military has today, 11/24/2015, shot down a Russian military jet. One of the Russian pilots died. This may begin to usher in the fulfillment of the prophecies noted below.
 

 A prominent Jewish Rabbi (teacher), Rabbi Elijah ben Shlomo Zalman known as the "Vilna Gaon" was born in Vilnius, Lithuania, in 1720. Ref: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vilna_Gaon
 

 The Rabbi gave a prophecy concerning the coming of Israel's Messiah as follows:
 

“When you hear that the Russians have captured the city of Crimea, you should know that the times of the Messiah have started, that his steps are being heard. And when you hear that the Russians have reached the city of Constantinople (today’s Istanbul), you should put on your Shabbat clothes and don’t take them off, because it means that the Messiah is about to come any minute.”
 

Ref: http://destination-yisrael.biblesearchers.com/destination-yisrael/2014/05/the-prophecy-of-the-vilna-gaon-when-you-hear-that-the-russians-have-captured-the-city-of-crimea-the-.html
 

 The Russians took Crimea from Ukraine and annexed it just last year on 3/18/2014. This is the fulfillment of the first part of the centuries old prophecy of the Vilna Gaon.
 

Ref: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annexation_of_Crimea_by_the_Russian_Federation
 

 Today 11/24/2015, a Russian Su-24 Jet was shot down over Turkey after it was warned to leave Turkish airspace and didn't comply. We may currently be seeing the beginning of the fulfillment of the second part of the Vilna Gaon's prophecy, that Russia will arrive at Istanbul (Constantinople) after taking Crimea.
 

Ref: http://www.foxnews.com/world/2015/11/24/turkish-f-16-shoots-down-russian-fighter-jet-near-syria-border/?intcmp=hpbt1
 

 The third part of the prophecy is to be prepared because the Hebrew Messiah is about to come at any moment.
 

This centuries old prophecy by the Vilna Gaon is accompanied by another prophecy  by 12th century Rabbi Judah ben Samuel that indicates the times around 2017 as the beginning of the times of Messiah. Ref: http://www.alamongordo.com/tag/rabbi-predicts-end-in-2017/
 

 

There is also a sign in the sky that occurs on 9/23/2017 concerning the birth of the manchild of the book of Revelation. The manchild, who will eventually rule the earth, is taken by force (caught up) into heaven. Ref: http://www.joybysurprise.com/The_Sun_Clothed_Woman.html
 

 These prophecies and current events alert us to be watchful and prepared. Our heavenly Father, YaHuWaH Elohim, reveals things to us ahead of time while the rest of the world blindly muddles on in darkness. 
 
