
  

 

 

 
HOMEGOING                 
CELEBRATIONS 2022 

 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and 

God our Father, who loved us and by his 

grace gave us eternal encouragement and 

good hope, encourage your hearts and 

strengthen you in every good deed and 

word.  2 Thessalonians 2:16-17  

 

On behalf of President Bunting, Executive 

Minister Whitaker, staff, and officers of 

the Baptist General Convention, our 

thoughts and prayers continue to be with 

the families of the following persons, who 

have recently transitioned into eternal rest. 

 

• Pastor Emeritus Woodrow M. Brown 

• Brother Robert Linwood Harvey, Jr. 

• Pastor Willie E. Dickerson  

• The Honorable Eura Lee Hudgins 
Lewis 

• Dr. Robert E. Rodgers, Sr. 

• Dr. Browlee Hailstock 

• The Reverend Larry Bernard Collins 

• Brother Collins Whitaker 

• Sister Asia D. Means  

• Sister Rosa Belle Charity Price 

• Dr. William A. Jenkins 

• The Reverend Harold Solomon, Sr. 

• Sister Jayda Danielle Grant 

• Deacon Carolyn Brown Hairston  

• Deacon William H. Whitaker, I 

• Dr. Bertie J. Powell 

• Dr. Taleshia L. Chandler 

• Sister Iris Wright Hopson 

• Sister Sarah Allen 

• Brother James Richard Nelson, Jr.  

• Sister Esther I. 
Fuell 

• Pastor Antwan L. 
Jones 

• Dr. James M.   
Whitaker 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE       
PRESIDENT 

I am delighted to 

pen a few words to 

all of you who 

make up the family 

of the Baptist Gen-

eral Convention of 

Virginia. Let me 

first express my 

sincere gratitude to 

all of you who 

elected me to serve 

as your 44th President. It has been a delight 

thus far and I look forward to our continued 

time of sharing together. 

When I took the helm of this convention, we 

were already engulfed in the midst of saving 

our beloved Children’s Home.  Our CHVB  

has been shared between the Virginia Baptist 

State Convention and Baptist General Conven-

tion through the years, and I look forward to 

working with the leadership of our sister con-

vention as we blaze new trails with this prop-

erty. I want to thank all pastors, moderators, 

churches, associations as well as individuals 

who have sacrificially given during this time 

in the retiring of the 1.2-million-dollar mort-

gage. These funds will be used to assist in 

this endeavor. 

I have been blessed with some of the bright-

est and best to serve with me. Our Vice-

Presidents and our Convention Ministry 

Leaders have assisted me in the leading of 

this body of baptized believers and I look 

forward to what the Lord will continue to do 

through us as a team. 

I want to personally invite all of you to our 

transformation leadership experience spon-

sored by our beloved convention and the 

Virginia Baptist State Convention. This will 

take place on October 13th and 14th at the 

First African Baptist Church where Dr. Rod-

ney Waller is the pastor. This is not just for 

Clergy but for the whole church. Please 

check out website for further details. Our 

very own Baptist General Convention of Vir-

ginia Fall Session will convene on November 

4th and 5th on the campus of our beloved 

Children’s Home. We are looking forward to 

a wonderful weekend of engaging fellowship 

and uplifting proclamation. Our preacher will 

be Rev. Ulric Eley of Dinwiddie, Virginia 

and Pastor Wilbert Adams, the Pastor of 

Bethel Baptist Church in Franktown, Virgin-

“SACRED SPACES” 

The BGCVA (Baptist General Convention of 

Virginia) SACRED SPACES (Preservation of 

African American churches, cemeteries, His-

toric Structures, associated land and Land-

marks) initiative enables the Baptist General 

Convention of Virginia (BGCVA) to provide 

training for new and current Church Histori-

ans. These historians (new and experienced) 

will learn and share research strategies, docu-

mentation methods and how to archive and 

preserve the historical documents related to 

the church, cemetery, school, and/or historical 

artifacts associated with the church. BGCVA 

provides at least four (4) training sessions per 

year via online seminars and additional classes 

during our various conferences and Annual 

Session. 

• The key component to the success of this 

initiative involves documenting and ar-

chiving the history of BGCVA, our Asso-

ciations and individual churches and their 

contributions to their communities as well 

to other significant occurrences 

(education, desegregation, Civil Rights, 

etc.)  BGCVA will create a digital archive 

for historical documents, oral histories, 

books, and media documenting our rich 

history since 1899. This archive would 

ia on the Eastern Shore. Plans are being 

created right now to make this the Fall ses-

sion you don’t want to miss. 

October is Clergy Appreciation month and I 

pray that you will remember to exhibit love 

and your appreciation to the minister that 

has served you well. 

Finally, let me conclude by simply but sin-

cerely saying Thank You. Thank you for 

being the best part of BGCVA. I am hon-

ored to be your President and I look for-

ward to all the Lord has in store. 

 

Working for the Kingdom, 

M.P. Bunting 

President 

also include data and documents (special 

occasions, association meetings, etc.) 

received from our churches over the 

years. 

• A primary outcome for this initiative 

will be the creation of digital archive of 

the history of BGCVA and the churches 

participating in the project. This project 

also includes assisting churches with 

researching and documenting other prop-

erties including cemeteries and other 

structures that could possibly be recog-

nized for their historical significance. 

• Churches that currently maintain their 

own archives and artifacts would con-

tinue to do so but participating church-

es would have the option of having a 

digital archive accessible online). 

 

We would love to digitize your church and/

or association history, Sunday Union, or 

other church-related organization. Please 

join us on this journey of preserving our 

heritage by completing our survey at 

www.bgcva.org in the scroll pictures under 

Sacred Spaces and sending in a detailed 

copy of the history of your church to 

swilkes@bgcva.org. 

  

If you are interested or have questions, 

please contact: 

 

Dr. J. Elisha Burke, Director   

eburke@bgcva.org  or 804-228-2421 or 

804-337-7215 (cell) 

 

Dr. Stephanie Wilkes, Preserving Sacred 

Spaces Assistant   swilkes@bgcva.org 

 
Sponsored by Dominion Energy 
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OCTOBER IS CLERGY            
APPRECIATION MONTH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember your leaders, who 
spoke the word of God to you.  
Consider the  outcome of their 

way of life and imitate their 
faith.  

Hebrews 13:7 NIV 

Greetings in the Name of Our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ, 

On behalf of the Baptist General Convention 

of Virginia, under the leadership of Rev. Mil-

ton P. Bunting (President) and Dr. Leo Whita-

ker (Executive Minister), it is our great pleas-

ure during this month of Clergy Appreciation, 

to acknowledge your Pastor and all Clergy 

within your congregation for their leadership 

and unselfish contributions rendered to the 

Body of Christ. 

Clergy Appreciation Month, originally pro-

moted by a Christian organization called Fo-

cus on the Family in 1994, provides an oppor-

tunity for organizations, conventions, and most 

importantly congregants to recognize and hon-

or all Clergy for their labor of love, sacrifice 

of time, and faithful example of servanthood 

for the benefit of the people and to the glory of 

our Lord.  

We are reminded in the Word of God, accord-

ing to 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 (MSG), that we 

are “to honor those leaders who work so hard 

for you, who have been given the responsibil-

ity of urging and guiding you along in your 

obedience. Overwhelm them with apprecia-

tion and love!” 

With this admonishment in mind, the Cler-

gy Ministry of the Baptist General Conven-

tion of Virginia, under the leadership of 

Rev. Gloria Newsome-Brickhouse 

(President) and Dr. Bill Whitaker (Director 

of the Clergy Ministry & Leadership Devel-

opment), pause with you this month, to 

thank God for your Pastor and all Clergy in 

your assembly.  We praise God for them 

saying “yes” to the Clarion Call and for 

upholding the blood-stained banner of Jesus 

Christ before the world so that all will know 

that we serve a living Savior.   

As you celebrate your Pastor and Clergy 

generously displaying acts of appreciation 

and love, know that we celebrate with you 

and count it a privilege to share these senti-

ments. To God be all the glory for the 

GREAT things God is doing in the life of 

your faith community. 

In The Lord’s Service, 

Pastor Gloria Newsome-Brickhouse, Clergy 

Ministry President  

Dr. Bill Whitaker, Director of Clergy 

Ministry & Leadership Development 
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By Jordan Narcisse , 

BGCVA Student In-

tern & Undergraduate 

Student at Old Do-

minion University. 

 

Dr. Veleka Gatling, 

the Director of Diver-

sity Initiatives at Old 

Dominion University 

(ODU), is a woman who is well-versed in 

the field of education and a devout Chris-

tian. Born on October 17, 1971, in Norfolk 

Virginia to Carolyn and Leo Williams, she 

lived an average childhood, but 

she went on to achieve many 

extraordinary feats in the field 

of education.  

 

She started out her career in 

education by pursuing higher 

learning, attending James Mad-

ison University (93’), Old Do-

minion University (96’), and 

finally Virginia Tech (09’), 

ultimately resulting in a doctor-

ate. These ventures into educa-

tion did not happen consecutively, however, 

and were punctuated by Dr. Gatling’s pur-

suit in public education. Entering the field 

of education as a 2nd grade teacher, she 

worked her way up the ladder over the 

years, becoming a teacher for social studies, 

then a principal. During this time, she went 

into the private education 

sector for the time that she 

was raising her then young 

son but returned to the 

public field not much later. 

In total she spent 25 years 

as a public-school worker.  

 

Her husband, the Reverend 

Perez Gatling, became 

pastor of Ebenezer Baptist 

Church, elevating Dr. 

Veleka Gatling to the posi-

tion of first lady. As won-

derful as it was to be so involved in minis-

try, balancing her responsibilities of both 

the regular job and first lady was a difficult 

AN INTERVIEW WITH DR. 
VELEKA GATLING, THE     
DIRECTOR OF DIVERSITY 
INITIATIVES AT OLD        
DOMINION UNIVERSITY  

act to perfect. But she knew in her heart that 

she “trusted God”, and just when the troubles 

became too much to bear, ODU reached out to 

her. They offered her a position at the school, 

and once she accepted, her work-life balance 

was much more manageable.  

 

Dr. Veleka Gatling first became a lecturer at 

ODU. She taught courses for aspiring admin-

istrators, much like she was back in her public 

education days, and as happy as she was to 

continue doing what she did, she was ap-

proached yet again. This time, she would be-

come the Director of Diversity Initiatives and 

Assistant Vice President for Diversity. The 

job entails that she “provides diversity equity, 

fight microaggressions, and have conversa-

tions” so that total inclusion may be accom-

plished. And at a PWI (Predominantly White 

Institution), her role is incredibly necessary. 

 

Needless to say, she did her job well and went 

above and beyond. Dr. Gatling helped people 

to think differently about diversity and to have 

discussions beyond what they learned. After-

all, reflection is a key part of comprehension. 

Additionally, she wants to transcend from 

mere diversity to inclu-

sion. What’s the differ-

ence? You can have a 

group of people, but all 

of them won’t feel like 

they belong with just 

diversity. So, what does 

inclusion look like? 

Equal opportunities, 

being heard in all spac-

es, and generally hav-

ing the same experience 

regardless of your 

background. 

 

Co-author of “An inexcusable Absence: The 

Shortage of Black Male Teachers”, Dr. Gat-

ling provided an 

excellent exam-

ple of why in-

clusion is so 

important. 

Growing up, 

Veleka Gatling 

only had one 

black male 

teacher. In a 

field that is fe-

male-

dominated, she felt compelled to write this 

book to bring awareness, give advice on how 

to fix the shortage, and to dispel myths about 

the black male. According to her, seeing a 

black male teacher so young introduced her 

to the concept of an educated black male, 

and that example left an imprint on her life.  

 

If you were to ask Dr. Gatling what inspired 

her to reach the position that she is at cur-

rently, she would say her father. Back when 

her father was attending college, black peo-

ple were not allowed on campus, hindering 

his pursuit of education. Seeing his commit-

ment to learning, she aspired to do what he 

could not: earn a doctorate. And that she did, 

but the main take away from this is that she 

also knows first-hand the necessity of inclu-

sion, and what can be done once it’s in 

place.  

“Run your own race” is Dr. Veleka Gatling’s 

message to students. Don’t worry about your 

competitors and instead focus on your own 

path. Lots of things will try to pull your at-

tention, but you will make it in the end. 

There are “infinite opportunities” and you 

will always walk into new experiences that 

will help you learn and grow. “We’re not 

perfect,” said Dr. Gatling, but with her ambi-

tion as Director of Diversity Initiatives, 

we’re getting closer every day. 
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“BE ALERT! GET READY! 
CHECK ON OTHERS! 

BE ALERT! 

GET READY! 

CHECK ON OTHERS! 

 
The Commission on Disaster Relief 
Preparing for the Fall and Winter Weather 
Events 
Emergency Preparedness  
 
Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to 
you; not as the world gives do I give to you.  
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid (John 14:27 NKJV) 
 
Let us be in prayer one for another and for our 
brothers and sisters who may be in harm’s 
way of the storm. 
 
Helpful Steps Before the Storm: 

• Put together an emergency prep kit that 
includes: 

 Batteries and flashlights/lanterns 

 Bottle water (1 gallon per per-
son, per day) 

 Cash (power outages could af-
fect ATM machines) 

 Non-perishable foods 

 First aid kit, medications and 
hygiene items 

 Vehicle phone charger 

• Individuals with portable generators 
should purchase adequate fuel and review 
the product’s safety instructions before 
operation.  

• Develop an evacuation plan and imple-
ment it when it becomes necessary. Be 
sure to let your church leader, a trusted 
family member or friend know if you 
choose to leave or stay. 

• Be sure to stay tuned to local weather 
updates in your area via television or bat-
tery-operated radio. 

• Update your contact information with 
Dominion Energy, including a mobile 
phone number. 

• Bookmark this web-
site, DominionEnergy.com, on your com-
puter or mobile device to quickly report 
outages. 

• Download the Dominion Energy app and 
set up an account to easily report and 
track power outages. 

 
More information can be found by visit-
ing: www.dominionenergy.com/hurricaneprep 
or seek information from your local utility 
company. 
 
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most 
High, will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.  
I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and 
my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” (Psalm 
91:1-2 NIV)  

A WORD FROM THE             
EXECUTIVE MINISTER 

Children’s Home Mortgage Update:  We 
are grateful for the awesome response to our 
CHVB Mortgage Appeal.  The BGCVA 
churches and associa-
tions were generous 
to this cause.  A spe-
cial word of apprecia-
tion to the Titmus 
Foundation for gra-
ciously matched each 
church’s gift that was 
dated August 1 – October 4, 2022.  We en-

courage other 
churches, associa-
tions, ministers. and 
members to contin-
ue to give and let us 
succeed together 
and paying off the 
mortgage this 

year.  We will keep you posted on our meet-
ing in October with People’s Bank, and we 
solicit your prayers on behalf of our beloved, 
CHVB and BGCVA. 

Early Voting:   Take Your Soul to the Poll & 
Vote!  Early voting for the November 8, 2022 
general election in Virginia began on Septem-
ber 23, 2022 and will continue through No-
vember 5, 2022.  Early voting is available in-
person for registered voters at the general reg-
istrar’s office in the jurisdiction in which you 
are registered.  Satellite locations are also 
available in some jurisdictions.  Absentee 
ballots were mailed to military and overseas 
voters beginning on September 23, 
2022.  When voting, please be sure to bring a 
valid copy of your ID.  For a listing of general 
registrar’s offices in your jurisdiction, please 
visit  https://vote.elections.virginia.gov/
voterinformation/publiccontactlookup 
 
 
Brotherhood  Mutual:  
In light of all the many 
weather and world is-
sues impacting the peo-
ple of God, now is the 
time to do an annual 
review. Contact Mr. 
David Rogers for your 
review your church’s insurance policy today, 
804- 334-4953.  

 
2023 Budget Plans:  As you make plans for 
the 2023, please include the BGCVA events 
and trainings on your ministry schedule as 
well as in your budget.  Also, we are thank-
ing you in advance for your monthly contri-
butions to the missions and ministries of our 
convention.   
  
Fall Session 2022:  We look forward to 
seeing you join us for our Fall Session 
which will be held on the grounds of the 
Children’s Home on November 4th and 
5th.   We strongly encourage you to come 
and visit these sacred grounds and share 
with us in praising GOD for the great things 
that are done in the name of Jesus Christ.   
 
Virtual Youth Fall Revival:  The Children 
and Youth Ministry will host us in worship 
and praise during their annual Virtual Youth 
Revival on November 7th-9th nightly at 
7:00-8:00 PM.  Let us join our Children’s & 
Youth Ministry leaders as they lead our 
young generations in growing in the Will 
and Admonition of the Lord.  
 
The Ellison-Jones Convocation: Novem-
ber 14-17, 2022, on the campus of 
VUU.  We will celebrate Dr. John W Kin-
ney our quintessential professor, dean, and 
vice president on his retirement from the 
Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of Theolo-
gy.  
 
Please join me in thanking and praising God 
for our new officers, ministry leaders, Gen-
eral Board  and commission members. Presi-
dent Bunting is providing stellar leadership 
to our convention as well as to our nation. 
Let us all serve GOD with our whole hearts 
and open minds.  
 
The staff and I greatly appreciate your sup-
port and willingness to include us in your 
church and associational ministries. There 
are pictures from across the state represent-
ing some of those occasions on page three. 
On behalf of Leading Lady Cathy Whitaker, 
and our sons, Yohance and Adom, thank 
you for your prayers and invitations to par-
ticipate with you in this 
ministry. May GOD 
bless you for being the 
better part of BGCVA. 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
Dr. Leo Whitaker 
Executive Minister 

https://www.dominionenergy.com/virginia/report-outage-or-emergency
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