We continue our look at what it means to be human 


by taking a deeper dive into what it means to be community 


by looking at the specific call in Genesis for not just another, SLIDE


but for male and females to be created.  

We heard last week that it was not good for man to be alone.  


We need to hold a couple of realities of the Hebrew terms used in place 



if we want to hear that 



and God's solution to the problem correctly. 

The first term is man.  SLIDE

When we read the term “man” in the first two chapters of Genesis, 


the writer meant human, 



not necessarily the male half of humans.  

The first term is Adam.  


Your Bible might have a footnote about the term coming from the word Adamah, 



or dirt. 

Up until Genesis 3:17, SLIDE

there is an article before the term Adam or man.  

The curse of 3:17 


is the first time that Adam is used as a first name.  

So up until then, 


Adam is used as a general term like human, 



without the distinction of Gender.

This is important to realize 


if we are going to hear correctly 



how man the second person was made.  

First, 


regardless of gender, 



it is not good for humans to be alone.  

We covered that last week pretty extensively.  


But as this human is put to sleep 


or under goes the first case of anestheisa, 



we get a few more words that we need to pay attention to. SLIDE
Tsay-law is the first, 


or our favorite term “rib.”  

I spent some time earlier in this series SLIDE

talking about how we needed to think of rib as more than just the side.  



It goes from the front, 



to the side, 



to the back.  

So we sometimes would walk together, 


but sometimes lead 


and sometimes follow the opposite gender.  



This was heard by many of you.  

I am a little disappointed in myself 


that I undersold this idea. 

 I undersold it SLIDE

by sticking to the traditional translation of “rib.”  

While rib is permissable, 


Hebrew scholars hear the word meaning 



“to cut in half, 



resulting in two “sides.””  

One half eventually becomes the male 


and the other the female.

Now, medically this would cause some issues, 


but if we can put that aside, 



we might hear what Genesis and God is trying to tell us.  

What if you took one half of you 


and then molded a second half to match?  

It would be very close to the first half, 


but not exactly the same.  SLIDE
We used to do this in math class with refraction mirrors. 


They would give you the outline to trace of the original image, 



but you are not using ink, 




but pencil.  



Your hand was not as steady, 




the line not as smooth.  


It was as close as it could be, 



but also not the same.  

Males and Females are two halves of the original creation, 


the original Adam or Human.  SLIDE


This idea follows what we now know about DNA.


With 46 chromosones total,



23 from each parent.

Now some people have overlooked the Adam issue SLIDE

meaning just human 


instead of man, 

limit the creation of a woman to just a rib from a man's side, 


and then say that the order of creation matters, 



in order to reach the conclusion that Men are to rule over Women.  

This idea that men are created first, 

the order matters 


falls on its face when we put the maxim in context.  

Yes, there are places in scripture when order matters


and gives us meaning.  

Genesis 1 and 2 do not follow that line of logic.  


Otherwise humans are the least important creation, 



as we were made last in Genesis 1 


and in Genesis 2 



somewhere between the earth and plants and trees.  

So to suddenly say, 


“Males were created first, 


then females, 



so males have greater importance” 


is to take a jump that doesn't have a spring board to launch off of.

What the text is instead trying to make clear to us is, SLIDE

“The two types of humans are very much the same and equal 


while simultaneously different of each other.”  

We struggle to hear this, 


because this is a paradox.  

How can someone be just like me 


and the opposite?  

The Hebrew term I am making this case off of is, 


“Kanegdo.”  

Genesis 2:18 translates it as SLIDE

“suitable” for him in the NIV 


and “fit for him” in other tranlsations.  


The Message tries a little harder with “helper, 



a companion,” 


and the NLT says, 



“make a helper who is just right for him.”  

The question we need to ask is, 


what is just right for us, 


what is a good companion?

How do we get across the idea 


of being both like someone 


and opposite of them?  

I think we are at a point in our world 


where we are coming to live into this reality more.  

Many organizations are looking at the staff they have and asking, 


“With the people we have, 



what gaps are missing?”  SLIDE

We have three big picture people, 



but we also need some people to work out the details.  


We have idea people, 



but we need people who have the relationship skills 




to get the ideas in place.  

Pastors are always lacking SLIDE

because the church model wants them to be administratively minded, 


relationally gifted, 


and great preachers and theologians.  

The way we are created, 


you are not going to find a pastor who excels in all 3.  


It is rare to find someone who even does 2 well.    

Usually, 


we have one area we do well 



and are competent at best in the other two.  

So we have two options on how to make the church run better.  


One is to tell the pastor to become gifted



 in something they were not created to be gifted in.  


The other is to find people to work alongside the pastor 



who are gifted in these ways, 



who can fill in the weak spots.  

They would all be alike 


in that they are trying to proclaim the gospel.  

They are opposite 


in how they are called to proclaim the gospel.

Tim Kellar speaks of this difference in his book, 


“The Meaning of Marriage.”  

He cites this difference of gender in what makes marriage hard and beneficial.  

These two different SLIDE

but alike personalities 



working on the same issue 



from different viewpoints 


that shape and grow the person into who they were created to be.  

In our marriage, 


I have seen Lisa highlight places 



where I wasn't as considerate of other's perspective and feelings.  


I hope I have brought some bigger picture insight 



and practicality to the her world at times.  

At other times, 


I have brought up the issue of other's feelings and perspectives 


and Lisa has had to point to the big picture 



and what everything practically means.

When I try to explain this phenomenon, SLIDE

I often cite living with my best friend Cale during my Senior Year of high school.  



He stayed with us after his Dad took a job out of town 




and had to move.  

Living with Cale was the least amount of conflict I have ever had with another person.  


We liked all the same movies, 


had the same group of friends, 


did many of the same activities.  



We were close to being the same.  

But there was no opposite in those 6 months


to cause us to grow anything like I did during my first 6 weeks with Lisa.  

We need someone to help us, 


but we don't need more of ourselves.

In 1996, SLIDE

the Michael Keaton film Multiplicity 



explored this idea 


as a machine to make copies of him is created and tested.  

At first, 


one clone is created.  

There are more of him to do things, 


but if they are copies, 



they all have the same tendencies 



and the same things that get overlooked.  


So that the first clone also wants someone to do the things he doesn't, 



until there a 15 plus versions of him running around the house 




with their strengths and weaknesses.  

In the end, 


what the character realizes 



is that more of him doesn't help, 


it is his wife and family that make the difference 



and make life better.

Even the Hebrew words for man and woman SLIDE

have this theme of alike, 


but different.  

Just like man and woman do in English.  


They both have “man” in them, 



but then something more.  

The Hebrew word of man is “Ish” 


and woman is “Ishah.”  

They are alike, 


but different.  

This point is driven home 


by the line we have heard at so many weddings 


and the Genesis 2 story concludes with.  

When the first human looks at the other human created, 


he says, 



““This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; 




she shall be called ‘woman,’ 





for she was taken out of man.” 

When he says this, 


if we don't hear just a rib, 


but a whole half of the first human creature, 



it rings differently.  


She is the other half of me 


and I am the other half of her.  

Now hear the next verse again with fresh ears, 


“24 For this reason 



a man will leave his father and mother 



and be united to his wife, 




and they will become one flesh.”  

We were not made to be alone, 


but to be in community. 

 The smallest unit of community is the family, 


where a man is united to his wife.  

They're  two different 


but the same halves 



are again united 



and return to that original creation of one flesh.  
From there, 


they proceed to make others 



that are of their flesh and bone, 


but also different from them.  

Genesis is telling us 


that there is strength in diversity. 


Neither half is better than the other.  



Each half is only better with the other.  

Again, 


you could point out places in scripture 



where a case could be built against this understanding.  

I would at least have you acknowledge 


that all those places 



have the element of sin at work within them




which we will look at next week.  

When we are living into the Godly vision 


of God's redeemed and sanctified people, 

we always find that males and females are always better with the other 


and never better 


or more important than the other.
