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STATEMENT OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS IN SUPPORT OF OUR
CHURCH IN UKRAINE IN THIS TIME OF DURESS

The hierarchy, clergy, religious and faithful of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United States of
America express our complete confidence and support for our Patriarch Sviatoslav, Reverend Hierarchs,
Clergy, Religious and Faithful of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in Ukraine in their response of offering
much needed pastoral care for the brave Ukrainian citizens voicing their opposition to the suppression of
freedoms in today’s society in Ukraine. Their response of love and understanding and nurture recalls for all
the compassion which Jesus showed for the oppressed.

We share the amazement of the civilized world in observing the harsh and brutal responses of the
Ukrainian government to our Church and to people expressing their concerns for the welfare of their
neighbors and their nation. The reports of threats of intimidation by government officials as to the
legitimacy of this Church of Martyrdom, the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, cause all of us great concern
for the welfare of all people of Ukraine, and particularly for all faiths and religious communities.

We call upon our brothers and sisters of all faiths in the USA to support those who show great
courage in opposing those who would want to restrict the expression of religious and other basic human
freedoms in Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church only recently emerged from the oppressive circumstances it
endured for over fifty years under Soviet communism, with the hope and commitment of freely celebrating
our faith in a democratic nation. Unfortunately, persons with oppressive and repressive ideologies continue
to exercise an inordinate control amidst a people simply desiring to live freely and to express their faith
without fear of retribution and assimilation into one dominant faith. Such persons in authority pose a
danger to people of all faiths in the former communist countries. Ukraine can be regarded as the stage for
the re-imposition of specific ideologies of control and repression. The only remedy is for people of all faiths,
together with persons committed to the development of a nurturing democracy in Ukraine, to speak in
solidarity and to support those who demonstrate great courage in raising their voices in protest against the
forces of oppression.

We call upon our clergy, religious and faithful to pray steadfastly for the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church hierarchy, clergy, religious and faithful in Ukraine that the merciful Lord sustains their courage to
speak the truths all of us need to hear. We call upon all to assist our brothers and sisters in whatever ways
that may be needed, so that we may share in regenerating a Church emerging from martyrdom. Let each of
us be vigilant in ensuring that the world is aware of what is happening so that all oppression is widely
exposed and doomed to failure.



We also call upon all freedom-loving individuals to pray and support the cause of religious freedom
in Ukraine and in countries where such basic freedoms are suppressed. Pope Francis has steadfastly stirred
all of us to disturb the complacent, so that we do not surrender to an attitude of indifference and apathy to
the hurts and sufferings of others. The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, its hierarchy, clergy, religious and
faithful have revealed themselves as not surrendering to indifference in response to the re-imposition of
oppression in Ukraine. The martyrs of the past are the great witnesses that today inspire strength, hope
and courage to those who oppose these acts of oppression.

| ask you to stand steadfast with them, equally committed to a world offering to all the basic human
rights of freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom of religion and conscience, and the right of self-
determination. Pray and resolve to have courage as we raise our voices in opposition to the repressive
efforts to deny these basic rights throughout the world and especially in our beloved homeland Ukraine at
this time.

In Philadelphia, the City of Brotherly Love, almost 250 years ago, brave men founded a nation upon
the ideal that all men and women are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights — “that
among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness”. These words burn in the hearts of freedom
loving peoples everywhere and inspire our brothers and sisters in Ukraine at the present hour.

As we pray to Almighty God, let us ask that the Wisdom of the Holy Spirit inspire and enlighten all,
especially the present-day oppressors, to heed the Old Testament command of God inscribed on the Liberty
Bell, “Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof’. And we pray, through the
Grace of God, that these words will soon resound throughout Ukraine.

God bless you with that which will enable you to respond generously and with great courage.

Given on the Feast of Theophany of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ on the Julian calendar, January
19, 2014 in the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

+Stefan Soroka (author)
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+Richard Seminack
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Apostolic Administrator of St. Josaphat in Parma
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3anaBa EpapxiB YKpaiHcbKoi KatoauubKoi Llepksu B CLLUA
LL0A0 NiagTPMMKM Hawoi LlepKBU B YKpaiHi B Yac TUCKY Ha Hei

€papxu, AYXOBEHCTBO, MOHAWeECTBO Ta BipHi YKpaiHcbkoi Katonuubkoi Llepkeu B CnonyueHux LUtartax
AmepuKKn BUCNOBAIIOIOTb CBOIO MNOBHY A0Bipy U NiATPUMKY Hawomy Matpiapxy CBatocnaBy, BucokonpeocBALeHHUM
€Epapxam, AyXOBEHCTBY, MOHALUECTBY Ta BipHMM YKpaiHCbKOi peko-KaTtonuubkoi Llepksu B YKpaiHi B iXHill peakuii Ha
HagaHHA HeobXigHOI NACTUPCHKOI ONiKKU BigBaXKHUM YKPAIHCbKMM rpomagaHam, ski BUCTYNaloTb NPOTU NPUAYLLEHHSA
cB060AM Y CbOrOAHILLHbOMY YKPaiHCbKOMY CYCninbeTei. IXHil Biaryk nto60Bi, 3po3ymiHHA Ta Hany4yyBaHHA BOCKpeLLaE
B HalWii nam’aTi Te cniBuyTTA, 3 AKUM ICyC CTaBMBCA A0 BCiX NPUTHIYEHUX.

Mu noainfsemo 3AMBYBaHHA LMBINI3OBAHOrO CBiTy, AKWII cnoctepirae 3a rpybummu Ta 6GpyTanbHUMM
BigNOBiAAMM yKpaiHCbKoro ypaay Hauwiii Llepksi Ta nogam, wo nepemarotbca 6narom cBoix 6AM3bKUX Ta CBOEI
KpaiHu. lMoBiaomaeHHA Npo 3anAKylOdi NOrpo3vM  Bif YypAAOBUMX UYMHHMUKIB WOAO0 NPaBOCUMAbHOCTI  Llepksu
Bennkomy4yeHuKiB, Hawoi YKpaiHcbKoi FpeKo-KaTtonuubkoi LlepKBKu, BUKAUMKANO B yCiX Hac rnmboke 3aHENOKOEHHS
6e3neKolo Bcboro Hapoay YKpaiHu, a 0cob6au1Bo ntogeii pisHuX BipocnosigaHb i penirinHux rpomag,

Mu 3aKknnMKaemo Hawwmx 6pariB i cectep ycix BipocnosigaHb B CLUIA nigrpumaTtu TUX, XTO 3i cminusicTio
NPOTUCTOITb TUM, XTO BU XOTiB 0OMEKUTU BUABMU pPeniriniHUX Ta iHLWMX OCHOBHUX NOACbKUX cB060A B YKpaiHi.

Jlnwe HewopaBHO YKpaiHCcbKa lpeko-KatonuubKa LiepkBa 3BinbHMAACA BiA, rHiTy, AKWiA 3a3HaBana NoOHap4
N’ATAECAT POKiB NiA KOMYHICTUMHMM NpPaBAiHHAM, 3 HA4I€0 HA HeBIAKAUYHICTb cBO6OAM cNOBiAyBaHHA CBOEI Bipu B
AEeMOKPATUYHIA KpaiHi. Haxkanb, 0cobu wWo cnosigyioTb rHO6UTENbCbKY Ta penpecuBHY i4e0n0rilo NPOAOBXKYIOTb
34iACHIOBATU HEMOMIPHUIA KOHTPOJIb HaA NII0AbMU, AKI NPOCTO NParHyTb *XMTU BiJIbHO i NPAKTUKYBATU CBOIO Bipy b6e3
CTpaxy BiANNaTHM Ta acuminAuii ogHUM gomiHyouum BipocnoBigaHHAM. Taki ocobu 3 agmiHicTpauii € 3arposoto gnn
noaeit ycix BipocnoBiAaHb y AeprKaBaX KOMMULWHbOrO KOMYHICTUMHOrO NpPaBAiHHA. YKpPAiHYy MOXHa po3rnsagatm Ak
nnatpopmy ANA HOBOro HaB’A3yBaHHA cneumndiyHOI igeonorii KOHTPOAIO Ta penpeciii. EgUHMM BUXOAOM ANA Atoaeii
BCiX BipocnoBigaHb €, pa3om 3 ocobamu BiggaHMMM PO3BUTKY i NigTpumui aemokpartii B YKpaiHi, cniabHO TBepao
BUCTYNUTU Ha MiATPUMKY TUX, XTO BMUABAAIOTb BE/IMKY BigBary ro/JIOCHO BMUC/IOB/AIOIOYU CBi NpPOTECT NPOTH
penpecuBHMM cUnam.

Mu 3aKNMKAEMO Halle AYXOBEHCTBO, MOHALIECTBO Ta BipHUX MOCTINHO MoauTUcA 3a YKpaiHCbKy lpeKo-
KatonuubKy Llepksy, ii ApxuepeiB, 4yXOBEeHCTBO, MOHALIECTBO Ta BipHMX B YKpaiHi, wo6 munocepaHuin Mocnoap
nigTpumas ixHIO BiAgBary B ro/ioweHHi npaBAau, AKy BCi mu notpebyemo yytn. Mu 3aKAMKAeEMO BCiX gonomaratu
Hawum 6patam i cecTpam fK TiAbKM BOHM LbOro 6yaytb norpebyBartu, wob6 mu moraum 6yTn cniBydacHUKamu
BiApoAKeHHA LlepkBu 3aKopiHeHOi B mMyuyeHuuTBi. Hexaii KoXKeH 3 Hac 6yae neBeH, WO CBIT YCBiAOMAIOE Te, WO
Bifa6yBa€TbCA, i WO BCi YTUCKMU LUMPOKO BUCBITNIOIOTLCA | TOMY NpUpeyeHi Ha npoBan.

Mu TaKoX 3aK/IMKAEMO BCix cB06040n106MBUX Nl0AEA MOAUTUCA U NIATPUMYBATH NPOAB peniriiiHoi ceoboam
B YKpaiHi Ta B KpaiHax, Ae Taki ¢pyHAameHTanbHi cBo6oan npuaywytotbeca. Mana ®paHUMCK NOCTiIHHO 3a0XO4y€E BCiX
Hac po3bypxyBaTM CaMOBAOBOJIEHHA, W06 MM He Bnaganu B cTaH 6ailayxKocti ¥ anatii nepeg KpusBgamu i
CTPAXAAHHAMM iHWKX. YKpaiHcbKa Mpeko-Katonuubka LiepKBsa, ii NpoBigHUKK, [YXOBEHCTBO, MOHALLIECTBO Ta BipHi
nokasanu cebe HenigBAagHMMM 6aiiay>KoCTi y BianoBigb Ha BigHOBNEHHA YTUCKIB B YKpaiHi. My4yeHMKM MUHYNOrO €

YyA0BUMM NPUKAA[AMMU, AKi CbOTOAHI BCENAOTb CUAY, HAAi0, BigBary B TUX, XTO NPOTUCTOITb LM NPOSABAM TUCKY.



fl npowy Bac TBepAO CTOATM Pasom 3 HAMM, OAHAKOBOK Mipoto 36epiratoum BiggaHicTb gaHMM BCim Ham
OCHOBHMM JIIOACbKMM npaBam cBoboau cnosa, muMpHUX 3i6paHb, cBob6oamn cosicTi Ta BipocnosigaHHA, i cBo6oau
camoBupaXKeHHA. Monitbca 1 npuitmainTe pilleHHA NPOABUTU CMINIMBICTb ¥ NiIAHATK CBill ronoc npotn 6yab-aKux
penpecusHuUX cnpob 3anepeunT OCHOBHI IIDACBKI NpaBa, AK ue BiabyBaeTbCcA B Ui AHi B HaLWil BiITYUM3HI — B YKpalHi.

Y ®dinagenbdii, B micTi 6patepcbKoi n060Bi, maiixke 250 poKiB TOMYy CMiNMBI Y0N0BIKM 3aCHyBanM KpaiHy Ha
ipei, Wo Bci 40noBiKK Ta XKiHKKU HagineHi iXxHim TBopuem HeBig' eMHMMKU NpaBaMM — «cepes, HUX: NPABOM Ha XKUTTA,
cBoboay i nparHeHHA wacta». LUi cnoBa nanatb B cepusax cBoboaontobusux noaen ycboro cBiTy U BOHM XK
HagMXaloTb Hawmx 6partiB i cectep B YKpaiHi y Wi roguHu.

Konu mu 3Bepraemocsa B moautBax A0 BceBuwHboro Nocnoga, npocimo B Hboro, Wwo6 myapictb Ceatoro flyxa
Haguxana i npocsivyBana BCiX, 0C06MBO CbOrogHilWHiIX rHo6uTenis, W06 BOHWU 3BepHYAM yBary Ha 3anosBigb boxy
3anucaHy B Ctapomy 3aBiTi 1 BUKapbyBaHy Ha [13BoHi CBo6oau: «lMporonowysatn ceobogy no BCix 3emnax BCim i
MelWwKaHuam». Mu monumocs, wo6 Munictio Boxoto ui cnoBa Hesabapom 3anyHanu i Hag YKpaiHoto.

Hexa# Focnogb 61arocnoBuTtb Bac, W06 BU Moram Wweapo, 3 BeJIMKOK PillyyicTIO BiAryKHYTUCA Ha noaii.

JaHo Ha npa3HuK boroasneHHa Haworo MNocnopga i Cnaca Icyca Xpucra 3a KOniasHCbKum KaneHaapem, 19 ciuHa
2014 poKy B YKpaiHcbKii KatonuubKiit Apxuenapxii Pinagennvdii, MeHcunbBaHis.

+BucokonpeocssuieHHuii CredpaH Copoka (asTop)
Mutpononut YKpaiHcbKoi KatonauubKoi Llepkeu y CLUA
Apxuenuckon Pinagenbdiicbknii ana ykpaiHuis

+MpeocBAweHHU Pivapg CemiHak
€Enuckon YikasbKoi enapxii cBaTtoro Mukonas

+MpeocBAweHHU MaBno XomHuubKuii, YCBB
€Enuckon CremdopacbKoi enapxii

+MpeocBAweHHUM IBaH bypa
AnocTonbcbKuin AgmiHicTpaTop
MapmcbKoi enapxii ceaToro Mocadara



