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Country Meadow Ranch In
Southern California Horse Country
ls The Creation Of A Designer
Whose Barn Is Her Castle

TEXT BY KATHY BRYANT
FHOTOGRAFHY BY MARK LOHMAN

LEFT Gail Cla r..;lE 0 turned this IE‘l::l.' yaar old barm on har proparty into
a family home, The wood was artistically antiqued and brick flogring
was added throughout. ABOVE The lang, 1800s French work table
d antiques candlestsck lamps from France,
Equestrian oil paintings, like those found in Claridge's shop, kean to
the horse theme.
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pproaching Country Meadow Ranch for the first eine vin a long, ABCYVE The Santa Barbara stone fireplace was added by Claridge

! ; " 1 v 1 S P - o 1 s et it il : "
winding. Sanra Barbara stone path, you feel as if you have been trans- The desr antique chandelier is from England while the now,

5 e 5 lar fised afea o thes m tooether, French antique paml-
ported to another fime and another P]:l::::' There's the larpe red e e et : ) ol Lo

: : Ings adorm the walls. ITE An Amarican Windsor pine settle
barn, two wooden corrages builr in 1937 an old simioke hose, an ancient

bench @ near the door, along vath othar AmiEncan mermirabilia
[illing starion. carriage house, and forty five acres of wide open space sur
rounded by cucalyprus and fruir mrees

This is the wordd thar Gl Clandge of Gal Clanidge Intenors
Westlake Village has ereared for her, her husband Joc, and their grown chil
dren and ::l_m|1|_i._'|1r|r_|1'|_'|| The home i Somis, a ranch communiry inland
Freoaam Wviestla W, ust north -.'-F Lo ."|II1:l. o Loy 1 el o SLTEY -,'-|-"'.|.".1I!:|I:".1

Chrisrmas is an especially festive time tor family. and a time she rel
ishies. The home, 1 19.449 horse bar that she made Ivable while still keeping
tes the structure’s mistic roors, is resplendent in reds, greens and golds

“There was no main house on this borse property when we bought
it.” Clanidge says =1 was going to build a New England sryle house and a
structure for my husband’s motorcycle. car and helicopter collection.”
And she was qualified to do just thar gince she is a genceral contractor and
Al afiliaee. as well as a -'||"'i'|:_|_:_~|_'r =1 eam envism it t‘l-.'r.lull it build ir and
decorate it.” she says. Her son Joe s also a general contractor and worked

with ber on the project
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[ T .‘.,:-. dived Ber hesband lwved Tor more Than PFao veart i ane ol
the cortages on the property thar, w comiforrable for man
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apace qusckiy, she savs With thar s mund ber focus turmed o the Lootn
e barn. G aginally or was going o be o giant compes oo with space

BisE dTose fi .S U oday D bis 'LI_ i At I'l 111 rs] |:..r.|;_: v ehar | ol mairi

the rack room o 2 measser Bedrsom and then ome thime Fed po amoelic

o TIGID posbay rhe Darm s oag e, | he amaliny to seatch Borses (og
wouses for thar marmer) mid-stream, give up the idea of a custom hovise
e ke & Barn a Dopiee 1.||-.| % il Xf il v 3 ‘I |||-::_||-. 3CTREY | e=sa® @iy
x Wy Campl O 1ar ' 13 e abeindanes
\chough the bam o mone than |||'|:: )
cveit oilder by Fuv g e g il winte T artas
cdl ook She added a3 stome hreplace

gt bt rosom. 4 Etnrm aft the kine

Clarndse b pr e orpinal slsdmg deces for the horme stalls jnesct
whierever passible. which adds o the feeling of authenman: ~Not mam
:
ouses have rooims mesasured o sealls “The lning room i theee sills, the
dimiryg rooim was the birthing stall. the kitchen i the vers room and the
master bodioom it the 1k roon.” she <y
r ; y
| vl oF 15 Bassealtly o barm, it 5 quite 30 ppscale one, 7| deoded

LE ELE Wl .| R[] -E' EREL Y §] ::ll."l '..'.'II'-lI'll. |I-.-.'-. LEET |-1 i IV sa%NEC
o | th a Ralph | .

! . TRERC H.'||'|:.:'-| I'.'|-._' 'u_l. LR KT li'- |II:-. |i!_:: THES | -I |:IE|_ :.f,' -.,-._': -.|"_ -I:E_ | --__'

o could, as ov pd hgrg

. [LIST O0E O dengs on the

SUR EMIEE RATRECE ATIRERE | 100




g

ware, majolica, even antique English silver borse hoofs on the wood coffee
table. In i'umm:;r o the horses thar once lived here l..'.r.llll.l':.'L' heas ks
hanging from the walls. saddles on the wood beams, horse paintings, polo
miallets '-.|1_'i:.l_|| bells and. framed o the wall the silks thar Seabiscuit’s
pockey wore. In fact. the horse ranch where Scabiscuir once lived adjoins
Claridge’s property. But horses ane not the oaly animals represented

There are picturcs, pottery and silver commemorating dogs, cows, and
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chickens, among others, With all these collections, it is tormunate that Gad

Claridge also owns a retail store in Woestlake Village. Bur docs she have
&,

Ay ssmiial animialz? Mo She poines B an antc mcchanical homse and
sy, That's the only horse | ride.”

I'he seone fireplace is the eenterpiece of the living room, while the
hlp.r |:l._'|1h.ul|.|-._'!||u|| diouble secretarn ¥ minde From -’ﬂ'-"'j walnut, holds mam
ol hier collections such as che Seaffoedshiee I-I_l:_.lfl."- e furniture is overs
siuffed and comfortable in Ralph Lauren fabrics, ultra suede and beathers
[T dark woods are contrasted by one wall which has gold framed pic-
puires amnd an ang ki puﬂ;‘: S ALTH LA

An eleven foot long pine table in the diming room s the site of mam
l'.'|||'.||':. micils with an old children's wheelbarrow often ACEING a8 A Cenies
picce. “I'm a closer bluc person.” she says. *1 don't blue labrics bur |
like a2 rouch of blue and white poreelain in a bouse.” Blue is found in the
English tobacco jars. dishes and pottery A Scottsh library cabinet 10 thas
room holds her ching and ai AF TR :.‘J:I.'h collections

“1 call the 1'.1|'|11|-:.' rownt thie Aumerican barn. | had a gree e .Ippht‘d
i thae p.':'u_' Eich e it and then added AICrEan I‘;J‘,:L pinsatiine wiood barms

and houses and a |1|.‘l.'-11|l:p-.m|l; painting of Cioorge Woashang T otext o
this room is a guest bodroom and ¢xre barh

\cross the hall 5 the master bedmom where Clandge pur the pine hor-
montilhe “When wood s homontzal it & more relzong” she sis, ©1 had the

Carpet Cusioim land swoven froam mmen's wool saies A bar doesnt warrant

rognidar wall ro wall carpeting | I codorfud carpst wliicl pescanbles 3 mualts-
eoneed i mg, ackds imone v sehy apied tesriee wo an aliv .H.lg. CUEY MO

I |‘| (ke u._'lFlI TSR .I_'-jl Tl ikl ||I 1HE MLE |'|I.:l.'IJ (R :'al Lrll._: .'|1'||.|. CiM It ph.ll -

rary craftsmanship is testimony to Claridge’s talent for lush livabiling And

it i the livabilizy thiat she prizes most, | knovw what it means to lose mare

ral thimes bec thar has F'-.lp | miee o mv homes, once in the
¢ !

Morthrdge carthou: d once in a fire. This ranch is a perfecr place 1o

ercare and re-create memanes for my Bumily and I.I'I':'1'|'-.|-""I I F\I
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The master bedroom has & md, whate and biack color scheme. Hare is found a et e g e ] T
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custom macde bhed h a red and white buffalo chede bedsoresd,. An Amerecan ” = o e ol
: : : i st S : . g

antapee trunk is in the foregound. The pine was placed hanzontally in this resm : ; = | e

because Claridge fesls that's more restiul, LT A O TR : ! ! vt rt ST
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