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Just a

thought...

Shame on Maryland!

Why do we continue to impose a
statute of limitations on child
sexual abuse?

There is no doubt in anyone's mind that
child sexual abuse and molestation is ab-
horrent and an embarrassment to our
society. It must be questioned then, why
is it so hard to change state laws when it
comes to holding perpetrators account-
able?

Since 2014, I have attempted to expand
the statute of limitations for child sexual
abuse by allowing individuals who have
been victimized to file a civil suit against
their abuser(s). Currently, the Maryland
statute stipulates a victim must file a law-
suit against the person who molested
them as a child before he or she turns 25

years old. After that, you lose your stand-
ing to bring civil action. Why is it impor-
tant to be able to sue one's abuser? While
many people understand that sexual
abuse is damaging to a child, most people
do not realize that the majority of that
damage does not reveal itself until we are
well into adulthood.

As a child, the abuse is
like living a nightmare.
Living with fear, pain,
betrayal, loneliness,
and suffering become a
bastardized way of life.
While some of these
children will react
outwardly through
sexual deviance, vio-
lence, or even suicide,
most children just silently struggle to get
through each day - and hope that no one
knows. Most victims of sexual abuse nev-
er reveal their pain and would never
want anyone to know. Their silence al-
lows them to pretend to live a “normal”
life and helps keep their shameful secret
safe. That was my life. Suffering in silence
as I tried to navigate my childhood and
adolescence.

For most of us who suffer in silence, it is
only passage into adulthood that truly
reveals the true breadth and depth of
damage that was done. There are pre-
dictable issues such as low self-esteem,
hyper-sexuality, or social awkwardness.
Yet more even insidious problems can
become apparent. As I got older, an un-
bridled anger grew once I realized that
my troubled life was so abnormal,
while others had it so easy. The con-
stant lies I told to hide those horren-
dous events became habit forming. The
fanciful normal life I created in my
mind and that fictional “safe place”
that I retreated to when the abuse
would start, slowly took the place of
my reality. My young life of pretending
that those horrible and embarrassing
things didn’t happen caused me to avoid
facing my problems and solving even the
simple challenges that adults must deal
with.

Worst of all, when someone who says
they love you ... someone you trust ...
robs you of your innocence, you lose the
ability to trust or to put faith in anyone. If
a loving parent, a trusted relative, or

(Continued on page 5)
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EDITOR’S CORNER
Hello Alum!

I'm so excited to say that there are a lot
of great things coming very soon!

With the fall upon us, you will want to
keep an eye out for several upcoming
events. Our VSPN Co-Chairs are hard
at work making plans to keep us all
together throughout the year. If your
email address changes, make sure to let
me know so that you don’t miss out on
anything.

I look forward to seeing you all soon.
Wishing you all the best. Until next
time ...

Debbie Bradley, C.A., VASIII
bradleyd@harfordsheriff.org

The excitement of learning separates
youth from old age. As long as you're
learning, you're not old. ~ Rosalyn
S. Yalow

Web Links

Although we have a virtual library at our
fingertips every time we turn on the
computer, we often lose sight of the forest
through the trees just trying to navigate
the world-wide web. Here are a few sites

that relate to this issue’s “Just a
Thought” ... happy surfing!

Child Welfare Information
Gateway

Child Welfare Information Gateway
promotes the safety, permanency, and
well-being of children, youth, and
families by connecting child welfare,
adoption, and related professionals as
well as the public, to information, re-
sources, and tools covering topics on
child welfare, child abuse and neglect,
out-of-home care, adoption, and more.
A service of the Children’s Bureau,
Administration of Children and Fami-
lies, U.S. Department of Health and
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Justice, Office of
Justice Programs

more, go to www.national-
childrensalluance.org/media-

This agency released a

room/media-kit/national-sta- _ NATIONAL bulletin that consolidates
tistics-child-abuse CHILDREN 5 the current knowledge of
ALLIANCE

The Family Tree

This organization focuses on assisting
parents by providing them with the
tools and resources needed to raise
children to become healthy, produc-
tive, and competent adults. They also
oversee a variety of programs includ-
ing, parent education, family guid-
ance, parent support groups, child and
youth development programs, and a
24 hour parenting hot-line. To learn
more, go to https:/[www.fami-
lytreemd.org/about-us/our-cause/

professionals from several
major forensic interview
training programs on best practices for
interviewing children in cases of al-
leged abuse. The authors discuss the
purpose of the child forensic interview,
provide the historical context, review
overall considerations, and outlines
each stage of the interview in more
detail. To download a copy of this bul-
letin, go to http://www.ofjdp.gov/pubs/

248749.pdf
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Save the
Date

VSPN Holiday Shopping Get-
Away Bus Trip and Murder
Mystery Dinner Cruise

December 10th, 2016,
11:00am-11:00pm, Departure site -
Security Square Mall

VSPN’s annual fundraiser for our hol-
iday family will depart from Security
Square Mall in the back of Sears De-
partment Store. The bus will leave at
11am sharp. A second pick-up location
will be on I-95 at Rt 152 Park & Ride in
Fallston. Cost per ticket is $130; seat-
ing is limited so make sure to order
your tickets soon! Contact Linda Gar-
nett to place your order at (443)
525-9011.

‘\NNU\I .

%/;/C/J G

VSPN Holiday Party
Saturday, December 17th, 2016.

Hold the date! More details about lo-
cation and activities will be forthcom-

ing.
2017 RVAAM Academy

June 5th-9th, 2017, Bon Secours Spiri-
tual Retreat Center, Marriottsville,
MD

Mark your calendars! The 13th annual
RVAAM Academy is scheduled for the
first week of June at the lovely Bon
Secours. Go to the RVAAM website
(www.rvaam.org) to download a copy of
this year’s application and pass it
along to your colleagues!

Alumni Updates

It seems
like onl
yesterday WHOOP
wereall ‘HOOP

together Yn' i
at the P

o o
Academy. D n m I T'
Butina - -
blink of an
eye another year has passed us by. Here’s
just a snapshot of some of the special

events and milestones our alums have
experienced since we last met...

Look at Our Movers & Shakers!

» Rose Albert (Class of 2012) - A
hearty congratulations goes out to
Rose - she is getting married in April!
We wish you and your fiance many
happy days to come, and we can’t
wait to see the pictures of your spe-
cial day!

e Barbara Bogush (Class of 2013) -
On September 16th, Barb retired from
her position as VAWA funded court
advocate for IPV victims at the Fami-
ly Violence Unit of the Baltimore
County DSS. We wish you all the
best Barb and hope you enjoy your
well earned retirement!

e Sharon Buie (Class of 2016) - On
September 30th, served as the Chair-
person for Specialized Populations at
the Project Homeless Connect event
at the Baltimore Convention Center.
Project Homeless Connect is a joint
venture between the United Way of
Central Maryland and Baltimore
City. She also was recently promoted
to an Area Manager for Recreation

Center Operations for Baltimore City
Recreation and Parks. We are so
grateful for everything you have
done on behalf of the teens and
adults of Baltimore City, and helping
to raise awareness about trauma and
its effects on individuals, families,
and the community! Keep up the
great work!

eRebecca Marcolini (Class of 2006)
- Rebecca was recently promoted to
Co-Director of the Victim /Witness
Unit for Montgomery County State’s
Attorney’s Office, and is celebrating
twelve years in the SAO office. Way
to go Rebecca, you are clearly doing a
fabulous job!

e Debbie Tall (Class of 2004) - This
past June, Debbie celebrated the first
birthday of her grandson, Christian.
She loves spending time with him,
and he definitely keeps her on her
toes. Debbie and her husband will

soon be taking an anniversary cruise
to the English isles, Amsterdam, and
Belgium. Life is good! Congratula-

tions Debbie, we wish you and your
family all the best.

Alumni Showcase

Surviving the Court System

As part of my work with the Office of
the State’s Attorney’s for Cecil County,
my duties and responsibilities entail
preparing discovery for any child
abuse, sexual abuse, or juvenile cases.
For the juvenile cases, it is my respon-
sibility to prepare the petition which
tells the respondent the charges being
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filed against him or her. With regard to
sex abuse and child abuse cases, I pre-
pare the discovery which goes out to
defense counsel. In addition, I act as a
victim/witness coordinator. and help
link victims/survivors to the services
that they need.

There are many things I find both re-
warding and frustrating in my job. The
most satisfying part of my work is
helping the children I work with find
their voice. Even in situations where
their abuser / perpetrator may not ul-
timately be found guilty in a court of
law, they will have in fact still won.
They summoned up the courage to
come forward and confront their
abuser in a public forum, and their
voice has been heard. I think the thing
that frustrates me the most in my job
however is that I don’t always get all
of the information I need from victims
to enable me to refer them to all of the
services that could help them.

Working as a victim / witness coordina-
tor,  have been lucky to participate in
some wonderful partnerships my of-
fice has established with outside
groups that has really helped us better
serve victims. One such partnership is
with Bikers Against Child Abuse
(B.A.C.A.). This is a group of very pas-
sionate individuals who want to help
children who been a victim of physical
abuse, sexual abuse, or neglect. They
make sure that every child they inter-
act with knows that what happened
was not and is not their fault, and they
will be there to support them even af-
ter their legal case concludes. They
understand the physical, emotional,
and psychological scars that many of
these children bear will go on well be-
yond the time their case spends in our
legal system. Their devotion to these
children is truly remarkable and I am
very fortunate to have had the oppor-
tunity to work alongside them.

I have to say that my time spent in the
SAQ’s office has changed my percep-

tions about victims, and how they are
treated in the system. When I first

started in the office as a receptionist, I
really didn’t see the breadth of the
challenges victims face when navigat-
ing the system. Now that I shifted
roles to now working primarily with
victims in juvenile cases, I am sad-
dened to see that sometimes these vic-
tims don’t always receive the respect
they deserve from the professionals
who are sworn to assist them. In at-
tempt to mitigate that gap, I work hard
every day to ensure that every victim
and /or witness that I interact with is
treated with dignity and compassion,
and is provided the help that he or she
needs. And I am happy to say that
many of my colleagues whom I col-
laborate with from local police agen-
cies and the Department of Social Ser-
vices strive to do the same.

While I think my office is doing a lot to
help victims and their families, there
still is more work that needs to be
done. We must continue to remind
ourselves that when these individuals
reach out to us for help, in whatever
form that takes, we continue to en-
deavor to treat each victim we meet
with the dignity and respect that they
deserve.

Essay contributed by Rita Buckland (Class
of 2008).

Certification News

Do you want to be more recognized in the
field of Victim Services? Do you want to
show people that you are a cut above the
rest? Then become a certified Victim
Assistance Specialist in the State of
Maryland! Social
Workers started here too
and look how far they
have come over the past
10 years! Victim
Service Professionals
need to unite and do the
same thing - so take this
important step for your
career. Go to
www.roaam.org to learn more about the

certification process and download a copy
of the application today!

There are three levels of certification in
Maryland, each require a specific set of
qualifications and are described in
detail below:

*Level I (VASI) - a) complete applica-
tion packet; b) minimum of two
years experience (paid or unpaid); c)
40 hours of training (RVAAM,
NVAA, or other SVAA); d) multiple
choice exam; e) $50 application pro-
cessing fee

*Level II (VASII) - a) complete appli-
cation packet; b) minimum of five
years experience (paid or unpaid); c)
80 hours of training (40 hours
RVAAM, NVAA, SVAA and 40 hours
advanced training and /or University
level coursework in victim services,
including 3 hours of Victims Rights
training and 3 hours of Ethics in Vic-
tim Services training); d) written es-
say /short answer exam; e) $75 appli-
cation processing fee.

*Level III (VASIII) - a) complete ap-
plication packet; b) minimum eleven
years experience (paid or unpaid); c)
120 hours of training (40 hours
RVAAM, NVAA, SVAA and 80 hours
advanced training and/or University
level coursework in victim services,
including 3 hours of Victims Rights
training and 3 hours of Ethics in Vic-
tim Services training); d) oral presen-
tation on approved topic in Victim
Assistance; e) $100 application pro-
cessing fee.

There is also a similarly tiered renew-

al process in place for those advo-
cates who want to remain current
with their certification:

“Level I - a) complete 40 hours of
continuing education (completed
within the past 3 years) which
must include 3 hours of Victims’
Rights training and 3 hours of
Victim Services Ethics training;
and b) complete renewal applica-
tion packet and pay the $25 renewal
fee.
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*Level II - Without an upgrade - same
as Level I. To upgrade from Level I to
Level II - a) complete 40 hours of
continuing education (completed
within past 3 years) which must in-
clude 3 hours of Victims’ Rights
training and 3 hours of Victim Ser-
vices Ethics training; b) complete
written exam; and c¢) submit renewal
application packet and pay $50 fee.

*Level III - Without an upgrade -
same as Level I. To upgrade from
Level II to Level III - a) complete 40
hours of continuing education (com-
pleted within past 3 years) which
must include 3 hours of Victims’
Rights training and 3 hours of Victim
Services Ethics training; b) complete
oral presentation; and c) submit re-
newal application packet and pay
$75 fee.

All application materials and study
guides for the written exams are avail-
able online at www.rvaam.org (click
on the Certification tab at the top of
the page). Keep an eye out for upcom-
ing prep classes, as well as classes on
ethics for renewals. For more informa-
tion, or if you have any questions,
please contact Debbie Bradley at
bradleyd@harfordsheriff.org or by
phone at (410) 836-5490.

Please Congratulate our newest
Certified Victim Service Pro-
fessionals!

* Stacia Dashiell, VAS-III
* Lakendra Schwendig, VAS-I

Just a Thought (Cont.)

a faithful pastor would hurt you that
profoundly, what kind of damage do
you think a stranger could cause?

This lack of trust in others caused me
to question the good intentions of the
people I met, and to sabotage each re-
lationship I entered, be it with a friend,

a lover, or a spouse. At best, I main-
tained an attitude of “keep a safe dis-
tance from everyone” or at worst,
“hurt them before they hurt me.” In
the end I become nothing more than a
disconnected pariah whose only goal
was not to cause others pain and mis-
ery, and I second-guessed every per-
sonal decision I made. Ijust could not
ever trust myself to get close to any-
one.

But ironically, I am one of the lucky
ones. I have met many other adult vic-
tims of childhood sexual abuse that
have fared much worse than me. I
have met addicts whose pain is so un-
bearable that they could only survive
by putting themselves in a drug or
alcohol-induced malaise. Ihave met
women who have married abusive
partners because their painful child-
hood taught them to equate violence
and humiliation with love. I have both
jailed and
represented
defendants
whose histo-
ry of sexual
abuse so
profoundly
damaged
their psyche
that they
will hurt
anyone be-
cause they
have been hurt so deeply. In fact, I
have read numerous studies conduct-
ed with many abusers (like my own
adoptive father) have a history of
childhood sexual abuse themselves,
often times at the hands of someone
they trusted. Thus, they are just con-
tinuing the cycle of pain and suffering
with another generation. And finally, I
have had several friends who were
sexually abused as a child attempt sui-
cide 20 to 30 years later because as
adults, they just couldn’t live with the
pain any longer. Sadly, a number of
those friends succeeded.

So you see, the damages incurred by
victims of child sexual abuse are real,

expansive, and consuming, and the
costs these individuals bear are im-
measurable. Many lose all sense of
peace and mental stability. This affects
their ability to form lasting and valued
bonds with others or function normal-
ly in the community. This impacts
their ability to maintain gainful em-
ployment, sustain healthy relation-
ships, or build a family. Sadly, for
some of these individuals, the damage
is so profound that they become
predators and abusers themselves, or
they can not continue to bear the pain
and shame that they carry with them,
and they end up taking their own life.

Because I have walked in the shoes of
these victims, I understand the pain
and suffering that they struggle to
bear. And this is why I have been a
staunch advocate for increasing the
statute of limitations for child sexual
abuse cases. This is not about securing
a big financial
payout, nor do I
claim that this
will be the silver
bullet to end
their suffering.
Nothing so
grandiose. It’s
recognizing that
many victims of
child sexual
abuse will not
come to terms
with what happened to them until
they are adults. Telling these individu-
als that it is too late to hold their
abuser accountable simply because
they could not process their trauma in
a more timely fashion, or build up the
courage to come forward to report
their abuse, is contemptible! While
nothing can be done to undo the pain
and suffering that their abuser caused,
allowing victims the opportunity to
file suit gives them a voice they did
not have as a child. It allows them to
tell their abuser and the world that
they are not broken, and most impor-
tantly, to hold their abuser account-
able. Whether they win or lose the civil
trial is irrelevant.
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Yet sadly, our state continues to protect
sexual abusers and the institutions that
knowingly looked the other way, in-
stead of protecting the rights of vic-
tims. We should be ashamed. It is time
we do right by these victims, and I for
one, will never stop fighting for their
voice to be heard.

Essay contributed by Delegate C.T. Wilson

News

From
The
Field

House Bill
237: Courts -
Prohibition Against Testimony by
a Perjurer (Repeal) - The Governor
has approved a bill repealing the pro-
hibition on a person convicted of per-
jury from testifying in a proceeding.
This would allow an individual who
has been convicted in the past (no mat-
ter the conviction date) to participate
in a hearing and their testimony can be
used as evidence. This bill would not
allow the individual’s credibility to be
attacked. While a Senate bill (SB 673)
passed with amendments, it failed to
get support from the House Judiciary
Committee. This bill was first read in the
Maryland General Assembly on February
1, 2016. The bill went into effect on Octo-
ber 1, 2016.

House Bill 659: Criminal Proce-
dure - Victim’s Right to Restitu-
tion - Appeal - The Governor has
approved this bill which expands the
rights of victims of a crime, in which a
defendant is charged, to file an appli-
cation for leave to appeal to the Court
of Special Appeals after it has either
denied, or failed to consider, their
rights to secure provisions. This would
allow victims who allege that their
right to restitution was not considered

or improperly denied, to file a motion
requesting relief within 30 days of the
denial (or failed consideration). It
would also allow a court to enter a
judgment of restitution, on behalf of
the victim, if the court finds that the
victim’s rights to restitution was not
considered or improperly denied. This
bill was first read in the Maryland General
Assembly on February 10, 2016. The bill
went into effect on October 1, 2016.

Best Practices

Working with victims of
child abuse

Major sources of relevant data indicate
that between four and seven children
die annually in the United States. Ac-
cording to the 2014 Children’s Bureau,
over six million children come to the
attention of child protective services.
Approximately 50% of those cases are
referred to social service agencies.
Many years of interventions has
proven that the support of advocates
does contribute to healthy outcomes.
Being keenly aware of what child
abuse is and how to work with others
is an essential part of effectively ad-
dressing the epidemic. Additionally, to
increase the detention and to engage in
early intervention this awareness must
extend to individuals and agencies
with even limited contact with chil-
dren.

The steady occurrence of child abuse
requires advocates to seek resources to
combat the presence and ill effects of
the problem. Child abuse occurs when
a parent or caregiver, whether by act
or omission, causes injury, death, emo-
tional harm or exposure to seri-
ous damage to a child. The
many forms of abuse include
child neglect, physical abuse,
sexual abuse, exploitation and
emotional abuse. Whether chil-
dren are exposed to one or more
of these forms, the conse-

quences are costly. Beyond the initial
effects associated with the trauma, vic-
tims are at an increased risk of mental
health conditions, addiction, maladap-
tive behaviors, and even criminal ac-

tivity.
Knowing the common signs of abuse
is the first step to combat the problem.

Based on the extant research, these
signs include the following:

eUncharacteristic or sudden changes
in behavior;

eSuspicious or unexplained injuries,
such as bruises, burns, sprains or
broken bones;

¢ Frequent injuries;

eInattention to formally enjoyable ac-
tivities;

eDecreased school attendance or aca-
demic performance;

e Drug or alcohol usage;

eInappropriate sexual conversations
or activity;

¢ Anxiety related to staying home or
returning home;

eHigh levels of defensiveness or ag-
gression; and

eSuicide attempts

Making prevention, detection, and
assistance a community concern is a
necessity. By paying attention to the
common signs, a stakeholder outside
the child welfare field, such as coach-
es, doctors, child care providers,
teachers, and clergy can certainly pro-
vide valuable assistance in curbing
child abuse. Beyond incorporating
common signs into a toolbox, profes-

enough secrets.
enough shame.
enough hurt.

enough confusion.
enough denial.




sionals should also seek to enhance
current practices. The Office of Victims
for Crime endorses collaborative pro-
cesses such as multidisciplinary teams
and information sharing among agen-
cies that have the primary responsibili-
ties of caring for children following
abuse. One of the most important
strategies is to help kids learn how to
talk about the issue. One program that
addresses this goal is TAALK - Talk
About Abuse to Liberate Kids. The
program has five objectives:

eRaise awareness to the fact that child
abuse happens in every community

eInspire all adults to learn to protect
kids by participating in prevention
training

eTeach adults, teens, and children the
“language of abuse” and open the
lines of communication

eHelp survivors understand that they
are not alone and support their heal-
ing journey

ePut offenders on notice that we are
watching and our kids are off limits

(To learn more about the TAALK pro-

gram, go to https:/ /www.taalk.org/child-
sexual-abuse-education / child-sexual-abuse-
best-practices/ child-sexual-abuse-best-practices-

for-advocates.html )

What we all need to do is to be more
proactive in searching out new initia-
tives and programs to help educate
our communities and to identify and
assist victims of child abuse. The costs
are too immense for us to sit idly by.

Essay contributed by Keith Gethers

What do you want to
hear? Have any
news to share?

Are you itching to learn more about a
particular issue in the field of victim
services? The Editorial Board is always
looking for new topics to profile in the
newsletter that would be beneficial for
our Alums both personally and pro-
fessionally. Please send any sugges-
tions you might have about a topic to
profile in one of our upcoming
newsletters to Debbie Bradley at
bradleyd@harfordsheriff.org ... We
also are happy to share any informa-
tion you have about job openings and
professional trainings you might think
your fellow Alums would benefit
from!

Alumni Directory

The 2016 Alumni Directory, which in-
cludes the addition of the most recent
Academy class members is now avail-
able for distribution. However, we
still would like your help to keep the
Alumni Directory up to date! If any of
your personal and /or professional
information changes, please contact
Debbie Bradley via email at

bradleyd@harfordsheriff.org or by
phone at (410) 836-5490.

Editorial Board

Dehbie Bradley — Editor

Hidaya Hamilton - Contributor
Deborah Howard - Gontributor
Keith Gethers— Contributor
Ashley Fundack — Contributor
Heather Pfeifer — Managing Editor

Watch for the next edition of the
Academy Forum in January 2017
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